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PREFACE 


Intend nat to trouble the Reader with any parti 
&: cular Account of the occaſion of my Writing this 
plain Treatiſe (which was compoſed and firſt pub- 
liſhed many years ago) nor with Apologies for its plain- 
neſs, or an) wes x that may be found withit : Since 
I endeavoured as well at I could to fit it tothe Deſign 
I bad in making at. hat that was ; I need ſay bi 
bere , baving already ſaid ſo much to that purpoſe,” by 
way. of Introdudtion in the firſt Chapter. The Title it 
(elf nony ſufficiently inform him , that the Deſignof it is 
to exbort and ade Mer: carefully to prepare then. 


ſebuts , and then with due Reverence and Seriouſneſs "18 


2ho bath contmanded xs to Do this in remem 
of him. | But my chief Intention in writing this Pre» 
face , ut 0 do what 1 am capable toward the removyi 
of thoſe Scruples, and anſwering thoſe Obje trons, whi 


frequent the Holy Communion, as they would appr 
| chennflods fo be the true Diſciples of the Lord felis} 
; "qo 


may hinder any honeft and well-meaning Perſons from 
chow Attendants on ſ. Holy Or dances wy I = 
as are gee into their Heads, by thoſe who would 
draw them into a Separation from our Church. - Some 

Objettions of another Nature 1 have anſwered in the _ 
þoet A 2 Book 


OF 


IN] - 1993 


The Preface. 


$ | Book it felf , but did not then think it needful to meddle 


with. i becauſe I jog not that -54 People , for 
hoe edit #-was firſt written, | were muchtx0u- 
rr withthem: Nor do I now intend to launich out i#t0 
a large Diſcourſe about theſe Matters , which have 
' ſo many Books-of Controverſie ; afcer all wig b | 
p not pretend to ſay any thing new in the Caſe ; 
I ſhall, ſuggeſt a few plain things , which fully ſatie 
-- 2 mind in theſe Paints , «and. may thro 
ho, give the” ſame ſatiofattin ito thoſe a2vho are 
ws. willing and prepared io receive it. To ſuch Imean 
who'thro the fault of their Education or Company, ma 
be faln imotheſe miſtakes, but yet. are not bfinate ly 
fixt in them , nor gone over into the WA). of Separation, 
but are of an hum 0 pap Temper ; will be zled 
to.ſeet heir Error , revoke 'it ;  havi ng fa" much. - 
regard to the Peace and party uty of tbe Church, that they 
| are VETy defirons in all things 10 mantain Communion 
with s.in the P k Wo rſhip, {ofar as they are con- 
vinced. oy fully ds it... Toſueb.as theſe, ſhall 
vowr:apply my fea, with all the clearneſs antlymild- 
- weſs thas I poſſibly can: my buſineſs is ouly to inſtrutt and 
. Lper #. not to expoſe or willingly. 10 exaſperate. any 
2 body, $ for T always reckon that. the raiſing of. Mens 
Paſſions, 154 very improper way for the rectifying of 
their Fudgments. The 1wo moſs common Objechons 
againſt receiving the Cormmunion 3 our Pariſh-Church- 
es 5; ere! (1.) On Account. of the: Geſture then ſed. 
| (2): Becauſe we bave,. ar thexcall it a Mixt Commu-= 
NON. . 
. Obje, _ S ome are mt willing to come to the Com- 
- *:munion.,. becauſe. they are \required to receive it 
£ kneeling. And this they judge unlawful, for:fuch 
6 acts as'-theſe. :(1.): Our Saviour has not.com- 
{© manded-it , -nor did the Apoiles ,' that we read, uſe 
by | * 1K 


| 
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The Preface. 
&'t. (2.) It ſeems unſuuable to: the Nature of this 
* Ordinance , which js an Holy Feaft. (3.) irhath 
{*been abuſed. by- Papiſts in their Molino Worſhip 
* of the Hoſt. (4) | They look upon-the impoſin 
*of it as an injury to their Chriltiat Liborg.ts To 
anſwer theſe in Order briefly, © 4 
(1:) As to the firft Reaſon , Thatir was not com- 
manded by out Blefſed Saviour, noruſed by his A- 

poltles at the firſt Inſtitution of: this Sacrament... 

Anf. -(1.) Neither did our Saviour enjoyn- any other. 
Geſture , whether Standing or Sitting : by this Argu: 
ment. therefore neither would any of theſe be Lowfal 
But bere you will preſently reply , "That he and his A= 
poftles uſed: another . poſture \, and their Example 


qughr todetermine us. Let usthenrake-it forgranted - 


that" they received it in the ſame Geſture, / whinh they 
uſed at their Meals ; this is commonly taken to be leane 
mg along , 'and therefore if we will ftrittly follow-their 
E488 bþ we we owght to uſe the 'ſame. If #t bere _ | 
That now' is our Table poſture;, -and. I 
fore may be —_ "Re. uſed- inſtead of leaning. Pray 
they bethink you well , if youreckon/ there is \power e- 
nough in bareca om , A * toalter the Geſture ,,). vir. 
from leaning to y 
change to I havelin Since as it is-0ur cuſtom to;ſit- 
at our common Tables , ſo is ut the cuſtom of aur Ohnarch 
ro kneel at this Holy:Table. And whatis much more, 
e have alſo the - dates of our”. Superiors both» in © 
Church ad State obliging-us bereto, If it be faid that. © 
kneeling i is wor fo proper 10 come inthe r00m-uf leaning 
as frring i is , on Account of the Natuze of this Ordi- 
nance ,- we ſhall ſpeak. to that preſautly- by-it ſelf. 
(2) But ſuppoſe that. our Sawiour aud his 4 
had fitten at far firſt Celebrating of this Qrdjnance, 3s 
Aves not this oblige us to. uſe the. ame Geſture , fours 4 
A's 


» why may it not then-as- well. © 


Tc . 


The Preface. 
bare"Example, tho of Chriſt and'his Apoſfles, us "wot al- 
ways # Rile for ering of oty PE, that there- 
fore we' muſt dothus and thus, meevly becauſe they did 
' ſoi'* Exumple without Precept , lays hot an; neveſſary * 
" Oblipation upon ur. 'Chrifts ow» Fx+hph certainly 
binds n6 farther then he deſigns it ſhould do ſo,” and 1phat 
reaſon have we 16 Tmagint that be deſigned ut ſhould 
bind us 0n this of that Fo ance , where be has weoer 
given us the leaſt Intimation of any ſuch Deſign. Mz* 
»y things we know there are in the life-of Chriſt, which 
it #"ſo far from being our Ditty ," that 3t would be Prt- 
ſumprion and Sin to offer at an Imitation of them ; as 
in his Miraculous Works, Other things there ave of a 
Civil Nature, in which to endeavodicr an Imitation of 
bir would be weakneſs and folly , #s to chath our 
ſebves'in a” ſeamleſs Coat , becaiſe he wore ſachs ome, 
with other things of the like Nature. But to 6006 
nearer #0" our purpoſe," and to ſtance 'im the Cirtum- 
fantts of Religions Worſhip. Sappoſe we had never 
read that over Savior uſed any other poſture in Prayer - 
bat ftanding ," ould that think you make'it uhlawfal 
or us to kneel in Payer? No more then for ought T 
ſee*,” does "bis fittiny at bis laſt Supper make i: unlaw- 
ſal for us toverebue it kneeling. © Aoain , as to the 0: 
, » ther "Sacramerit, that of Baptiſme , 1h0' the Apoſtles 
TI generally uſed tipping”, yet you do wit 1 ſappoſe , think 
we "ft thereby obliged to uſe 'th4 ſuyre cuſtom. And 
: « why ſhould you conderm in one Tiff tvige , what you alluw 
 3# ev0ther of the' ſame native?” But 6 tome to this Sa- 
 critiſeht #Pf : Ave there rat ſeverdl o:her Circums 
favitet which our Bleſſed Savior and bis Apoſtles uſed 
at the firſt Oifitiirion of it , 29bich" you who make this 
| | Objeffion "dv "Hot ThIHk your ' ſelves "bound to obſerve ? 
E- As fly i vefpett 'of thetime; it 29s ar Evens 
| ing , "bn alt #S pper', «#4 jr 1 bope you wa ey A 
on | > 4 thin 
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think it unlawfal to.receiue it at Noon. 


the Gefurein which # as much @.Circum 


AHnd. ſure, 
anc 


mee as the 


tine. when or the place drags yet Pa But if. 


you anſwer , There may be. a particular Reaſon given 
for their- taking that time , wiz," Becauſe.it was at the 
Paſchal Supper , . which uſed .to be caten, inthe Even- 
ing ;.even ſo for the very ſame-reeſon might this Sa- 
crament at-firſb. be.received in 6. Table-poſture , becauſe 
they.avere now at Supper , and ſo. coptmued in the ſame 
poſture ; but this without all 4/g7 to bind. us to the 


ſame poſtur | 


ey any morethanto the ſame time, for any 
thing 16: cen find. + For our Lord ſpeaks not @ word. of 
bt that we read in-any of the Evangeliſes , nor yet Sr. 


Paul ,-. 2mben ſpeaking, of this Sacrament , be tells us, 
He delivered what he received of the Lord:,;.x Cor. \ 


I 1.235. Oc. Sothat we bavebence great reaſon. t0 


conclude, that whatever Geffture. was uſed by out Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, and his Apoſtles at. the firſt, Inſtitution. of- | 
thus Sacrament , yet are we 10 way obliged to '@n_imi» + 


tation of the ſame, but either one or another. may. be 


uſed, as the cuſtom of the Church, or the prudence of our | 


Rulers ſball dire@. 


Yea (Laſtly,) and to this forgo mma we much more © 
ſſed Saviour , ," 
himſelf and his Apoſtles were wont | com- +. 


d the Examp 


e of our 


reaſonably pies 
ſince both be 5, £0: 
monly to comply with rhe innocent uſages of the Jewiſh. 


Church , even in matters pertaining to Religious Wor... . 
ſhip , for which yet there was no expreſs command given . 


in the Old. Teſtament , as might eafily . Ko 
any ; Inſtances frequently. urged by learned Men ; wþo 


alſo,obſerve that een the Holy Sacraments them 
ſelves which our Lord appointed ,, do bear a very near 


reſemblance to ſome-Rites apd Cuſtoms that 19:1: mich | 


ia uſe amongſt the Jews, #9 ſhew bow little he affetted 
Tunog ation in ſuch matters, - And thus we kniny the 


/ 
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" Apofls Paul Hf nei "is a cafſy rinth of this Natiere; 
1 Cor. 11.16. If rt {Fem'"'robe cotitetftious, 


we have no ſich cuftoth,* no? the Churches of God. 
The cuſtom of he Ghafes will vue a | 2pw flu." 


over oft iy _— Te u 
at Lirged eihe Gintog is moſt a- 
ord to ny dinance, as it isa Fealt ,"ſhew? 
at freedom we have in Commuortion with Chr W, 
by whom we are entertained- at: this Holy S; 


. tyre; Why "then fhould "yo argue at this-rare'# Tra 
this contraxy 0 Jour on Pri of off Jon at other © times ? 
And I might truly rell you 0 in the ot her Sacrament 


that I Frag except the Amabap ptiſts , uſe dipping” or 
plunging per the Hed in Bop for and yet we read 
mm Scripture bow thy repreſents oy Feng buried with 
Chrift,” aud rai aiſed agtin to newneſs of life. And yet 


can ollow the cuſtom” of the, Church; and why the 
ſhould you 'be' Fnore ferupulous tn the preſent © Caſe , 
where you have nathing like ſo good apretence ? 

Bit” (2 Y) Though ths bea Feaſt, yet is it not a Com- 
wo, but a Spiritugl Feaſt , and therefore you eumit 
thenge” Tationally, argue that you muſt nſe the ſame Ge- 

Pure that we do at ou? common Tables. Rather.when 
we conſider by hom 3p are hire © entertained ,- the 
greef Reverence\ and Himility doth-well beſe unuihs 
ell our C, arriage 8nd! Behaviour, which yet is no way 
incefif Fent w1:b,ibe wilh near and #timatre Commaunt- 

on with our God Szutour , "tn the exerciſe of our 

(Grace; and fete 21g, 34s hrs emerenſs of them. 


K:, , the Conſider & $a, what Tranſuttions rhere ave 
_— $4, prove yo We Their Redeemer atthir Heoty 
4 and 191 wu ws Shad kneeling is'@ Ge — 
; | ftary 


Anf. (1.) Tou find 10 fuch thing fard in Holy Seri: | ; 


you do not obſe my thi” your 08 Rive; for few or none © 


 betauſe this ® nor bf tbe Eſſence of the Ordmance, "you 


/ 


eat > &o a t«- YM Vin. a CT i. Sw 
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waſurtable thereto, Her e we do /oiemmly 
1 oli poyiongs. be Chriſts, Diſciples 4 ad. bere be 
hol to reithes Pardon of our Sins , , and, gives a The 
tle to Eternal Glory.) vo 4 it any way Anſuttable for - 
4 Subjett to kneel, whilſt be s taking : T Oath of A- 
Jegiance befare. bis Pramce.? \Qr when his Prenge befluous 
om him aPurden, or & Patent. or. [a regt Honour, 
is it unfit for bm 10 receive theſe kneeling © So that con- 
ſider this Sacrament under rheſe Nations , you ſee how 
agreeable this Geſture is to the, Nature and Deſign of 11. 
Tothis tet me only, add, that even at the recerv1 tbe 
Hey Elements, from the hand of Chriſts Miziſter , we 
do. jayn with bin im that. moſt Solemm Prajer.., . "Thar 
"he Body. and Blood of Chriit may preſerve our Soul 
and Body,unto.Eyerlaſting Lite, . And can any thing 
be wore decentthen to be,upon, aur. knees when we 
are thus offeriog-up.our Prayers ro God ? 

(3:3. lt 1s. urged that the Papilts brought .; 1n this 
Cuſtom, .and do abuſe-it in their Idolatroys Worſhip 
of rhe Haſt, azahey call it , and'we by. this-means do 
ſeem to, joyn With them, and conhrm them ,1n their 
Error. 

Aaſ. (a N This bas never bcen yet proved » o far as 
] have ſeen, that the Papilts fir/t brought m kneeling _ 
at the Sacrament. For {think its undeniable rom bk | 
the Records \we have. of. the, uſage of the Primitive » 
Chriſtians: in the purer Ages of the Church (long b.- 
fore Popery, i and that mo abſurd Dottrind of 11," T ran» 
ſubllamiationy, was ever known in the Wild ) that 
they uſed the ſame Geſture in receiving the Communi- 
on, which they did in other parts of Religious Worſhip, 
which generally Was Sanding. find caſe wently after- | 
wards, when kneeling came a uſe at ther? rayers, they 

m |t probably was. kneeling at this Sacrament praiſed 
; mn dn 6 I take it eve amongſt ther , do they mr 


tend 


{ure,nows) unſurt 
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renl ſo .much to efs their Worſhip of the Conſe 
nd poory' by to they. wden they regerve it , as t 
rheir Adting at the Elevation of ac by the Prieft ;20hi 
is | reckon \namediately aſter the Conſect ation. . | 
(2.) But let thems to ws they will ,, What does it con- 
cer us t = - fry ſhell imagine that norbing whichKzz/f 
Papiſts' haw#@buſed may be lewfully uſed by. ohers gÞþ;+ 11 
even when "tis ſeparate fromr that abuſe ;, which ſurely S160) 
mo man will be ſo unreaſonable as to aſſert. .- If they have 
uſed to- kneel in Idolatrous Worthip \, | away wot wwe there, 
fore kneel im the Worſhip of the erue-God ? "Tf it be ſail, 
That we confhrm map m os Ro This allq: 
3s ' ſkid '2yithout 'reaſon. ' Since the * pens of our 
#2 is ſufficiently known in this point';-and 4 the 
Rubritk 'after the Communion it is-moſt expreſly do: 
flared,” That the reaſon of our kneeling 3s to Gigni-'f 
** nie our humbleand grateful ahi of Ini»; 
< the benefits given by Chriſt to all worthy Receivers, INF y 
< bur nbr any way intended as an Adoration of the:gyou: 
£Szcrathental Bread and Wine , which. were 'Idola> | 
* try rb be abhorred of all Fathful:Chriftians: with: 
mare, to that purpoſe. And this I thmk may ſufficients 
I; Vindicate our Church from being any way guilty of | 
confirming the Papiſts in their groſs. miſtakes in this | 
matter , or "in any the ill conſequences of thoſe miſtakes, If For 
anainft all which ſhe doth ſo plamly 'yroteſÞ. © I flew 
might alſo further add that beſide our - ſelves. there bur 
are maltitudes of Proteſtants as well as Papiſts ,, wha. 42,41 
reeerve the Sacrament age, ' viz. all the-Lutheran {to 71 
Churches, wh:lft it5 commonly ſaid that tbe Pope him .) Reli 


* 
4 
E [4 | 
= 


p *Al 


$/ 


If receives fitting. Þ | jo 
(Laſtly) It may be objected, That this is an- abridg= Yes 
ment/of our Chriſtian'ttberty , to be confined zo- one 17: 
particular poſture 2 Since Chrilt left it free, why YGef 
ſhould we*be bound up te-one more'than ——_ ver, 
= 


DS wUMHAS a 


Fs 4 


FS 
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Ft gf ante 
Foteeling is at lawful as ſtanding or any" other Geſture ; 


- hi The Preface. 
] ""_ havitig bidden yis to ſtand faſt in the'li- 


bySty Chat Hath' given ts,” 15 Ga 
bJ Ant. (19 Aifver to this, pr ay conſider, That ſap- 


fing it 2.45 4" fault is your Rulers , totonfine you to 


FU 


0 pnt particular Geſtitre ; yet does this no 1yay make it un- 
'f 


il fot ”_ uſt that Geſtare,” ' Let cthed take tf. 
7. which T think is birherto, 6err, that 


f they It be ſo before its commanded, I hope you are wP 
6 wtak 45to think that the command alters the Nature 


1%, of it; ahd makes it wnlawfhl ," as being an encroachment 


| poy your biberty *; for by that reaſon you ot bt todo it if 


rt 'was fortidden, that ſo you might maintam your li- 


ety. ” And what eonfuſion w culd this produce ? os 


-; havnt left "it free to uſe this Geſture or that , ſurely + 
Þhe command'sf my Superiors. may Very well deter- 


ins my chouge;' without deing me theleaft injury, 


Wt you till urge that you muſt by no means betray 
your Chriſtian liberty: | 


(2.) Conſider,” This is not a liberty wherein Chriſti- 


Yority is at all concerned one way or orher > Whether it 
be granted of "denied , its no prejudice to Religion ; 
Yr bich may either way be mamtanfd wery well. So 
Year = Apoſtles Int reathes not to your Caſe. 
Por he-is ſpeaking of that liberty from the Bondape 
Jewiſh 4 ana &-f wpich Ui had Geer: 
bat yet ſors Tudaizing Chriſtians oppoſed it , and 
$zealouſly Preached up the _ of obſerving them , 


. 


Alto the pret prejudice of the Goſpel and the Corrupting f 
1 Relipin: id this TS the ys oftles had wks EY. 
ermined the contrary. But her, all this to our Ru- 
Js” dererrmining of Circumſtances that relate to the 
J/Porſbip of God , 2wbether as to Time; Place, Habit, 


Grſture, or the like? As in the preſent Caſe , wh ſe- 


Yorel Geſtures ate equally lawful; and ont Ralers thank 


AT 4A An 
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it wery..Orderly.and. Decent that. ſome_ one. ſhould by - 
gener h obſ evid , and ſwage kneeling hol ' Wes 
As CONVERIENE. as. Any Other , and therefore enjoyn it tN--,. 
be w{ed. Wig hare is it either to to Kelorionl Wot 
or fo our lib to be, confined to the we of this Pg: 

ftgre ? Surely our rendring of Clipiltian Obedience”; 
in ſuch Caſes, ts no Encraachment wpon our Chrid] ©; 
ſtian Liberty. Nor « there any manner of hlqncnd os 


#hat becauſe we muſt oppoſe the wks Dottrincs and is 
Impoſitions of falſe Teachers , ſuch that contraditte £ 
the Governors of the Church , therefore we. may difo pn 
bey the lawful commands of thoſe wha have Author F 
By CULT MS, | D. | Fj 

Let it be well confidered, That none do. more 4 m 


bridge themſelves of their Chriſtian Liberty :» chal 
Caſe , . than they who thro weakneſs or prejudice take] 
up 6 conceip , that only thif or that particular Ge- 


ffure #4 lawfal , and there confine. themſelues only\ + Fr 
to that, when neither God, nor their Superiors ds 73 
ſo confine them. By ſuch a falſe Fudgment does a man X 


loſe his liberty , and not barely by being reſtrain'd, al. 
ke his Ones prattice , whit bis fd I, left ” 
- free; as in the Caſe before us. Hy Smuperiors thank 
fix to enjoyn kneeling , but without requiring me ty 
declare that [ think thy Geſture hy, in ir ſelf |, 
andalloth.rs unlawful: 11 this they leave me to the]. 
freedom ' of. my own juds ment. And my judgment 
ſuppoſe 15, That both this , 20d ſtanding. and fir- 
ting are all lawful. . Iherexpon I can cheerfully [ub- 
mit to what iu required; and alſo if I go:into France, 
where ſtanding s uſed , or to other  $—=1ep where 
axother Geſture is uſed, _ I can read.ly comply with] / 
one_or the other, and ſo do crjoy the benefit of my Chri-. 
ſtian &iberty. | Whereas. he who judges on! one of 
. theſe, ſuppoſe fitting. to_be lawful , docs t, "5 re- 


rain 


_ os oo det Sed ano ) 


4 The' Preface. | 
reſtrain kit\ own liberty, and makes that neceſſary. 
which Chriſt ever commended , that whlawfab, 
of which, he never. forbid ;" and ſo. are moreViable ro that» 
"Ml charge of adding to the Word, than our'Rulers are', 
"2h whilſt for order fake , they ſingliout one among ft ſeve- 
14 ral indifferent #hin;s., fv ' enjoyn the ubſerwance 
T of 6," COIN 21A VID i355 try 
4 __ Object. 2. The next\ common Objettion is againſt, 
A'mixt Communion ,- ar ſome ftile it: ' Many will 
not Communicate in their-Pariſh Churches ,. be- 
4 cauſe ſome are-admirred there of ſuch bad lives 
"J as they retkon will defile:thoſe who hold Com- 
4 munion wich them. + > Ya 
J  Anſ. (z:)'/ would deſire ſuch to confeder. that by 
the Rules. of 'onr Church, no perſons eitber. groſly ig- 
nant ," or of. rote lives, ought to be admnted 
4 to the Holyk Communion! Nope. foonld come trill . 
1 they are Confirmed: tf ave fit:for Confirmation, of 
"which their gan Miniſter. is to be Fudge. And: thoſe 
whom he: knows. to be notorwnfly vicious, «+ be- 15 to 
2-1 warntbemby. no means te preſume to come\.,  til}-by 
their Repentavir and Anirudment of Life. ,- they pave 
given ſatufattion to the\Colgregationg as maybe ſeen 
TH 4a the Rubrick'befare: the Communion, -'*8#c6,a5 
1 ' theſe, the Miviſter zn4-Church Wardens; ,;! if; chey 
know them , areoblized to preſent, that they may 
be proceeded \againſt accarding t0rhe Canons.” And 
3 . the Exhort ation before the. Communion , the Mi- 
niſter_ docs moſt ſolemnly warn.al wicked Livers not 
'] to come to. the Lords Table, .except- they Repent of 
, Zheir Sins, and-forſake them ,' ſhewing how great the 
danger 1s of unworthy receiving ; and thoſe whom he 
o knows to live in Malice , he is direfted by the Rubrick, 
by no means ta ſuffer they to come , till they arere- 
weiled , if they are both obſtinate, Wherthy you 
1) may 
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muy perceive What tate the Chateh bas tnken in tis 

Hcy” Avid tho throwrh the faiilt of particular: 
preſonr, thive may br a'neglett of Dcipline ," yer \1+ 
am apt to think that they 'who for rbis Riuſon do! 
with-draw "from the Charch of Englaiid', wiltſcarce: 
find any Church in tþ+ Chriſtian World; . with whith: 
they-can more comfortably hold Communion,” on a6- 
count 'of the holineſs of itr Membirs” 7 


*(2.) Tho / would not plead for any ſaful Remi[s+. 


neſs, yet it cannot be expetbed , that in our own, or: 
any other Nation, whene Chriſtianity" is the Religion 
of th: Countrty, there can bethe fame firift Diſcipline. 
kept wp, that was in the Primitive Times j\when 
their nhimwber" was much leſs, andwhen few x but ſin- 
cirely yrou Men would profeſs Chriffianity, 'tonſrde- 


0324 to "wha" 'Perſecatzons t t:Pery: \ Fr of [ſlow did". 


oft tires expoſe then, The Caſe new ihji# reeds be 
much ur,” when' the Lawns and Cuſtoms of the 


yherefore &t 


'dily b: brought ro" lega ſuch an holy and good tife 
its 15 agvzeable thereto” And after thegreateft cats 
whd ftrifneſs, there will be Tares growing up with 
the: *Wheat. Ina great Houſer chete” will 
be Veſſcls' of: Difhonbur', - as' well-as | Ho« 
none?” © s HIINY UBS 

(3.) Swppoſe there are ſome unworehy Commu- 


wicants admitted to the Kords Table ©, \whar hurt 


Tan this be to thoſe who ave pared to come 
thit hty' * "No 4c ourhs dr P.rhaf thas it will 
hindrr my  reliſbing or digeſting my" Bodily Food , 
That there is one fits by me, who has 4 Weak Sto- 
mach” and" a bad Digeſtion. Nor do Iknow any good 
Reaſon why it ſhould more defile or any way prejudice 
me, to reeevve the Communion with $hoſs who % 

unfit 


| 5 oblige all: Men ro this Profeſſion j\ which" 


bey will readily make, but will not fo veae 


ef” on Swe MS a "IS ». 4A og 
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The Prefice. 
vaſt. far "it ,_ than to mW ING: 
Heaying, 44 other Reiows Office. Whilfp.7 
take not s er Menz Sins , ſurely I-1may joyn ey 
them inthe. py taken of neveſſary. Duties. * © 
But here u common allegged rhat' of the Apoſtle ,: 
x Cor. 5. 11. With: ſucka bne NO NOtT'to Ent 7 
V1z.. not with an openly pro perſon. For Anſwer , 
This Text ur 6; my 00d Expoſitor J waged 0 for- 
bid ar fumil;arity with wicked Men in — Common 
Converſation. "That we 'ſbouti{ nat make then our 
intimate Friends and Aſſecratts ; that fv we way beth 
ſecure JO from being \jrfebiea , nu 9a »ay alſe 
brang them to ſhame ,_ whoſe company we' avoid; 'a\ 
the Jews: of old did -rhat* of a Leper." "td 5ndeed 
there is much more d% nzer of Tnfcition by famtiliari- 
:n daily Converſe, has by joyuiny 'trith then in 
Religis 00s Duties. "Bat wid weyrant ow phig 
Text enjoyns the removal of *notoric 
ſons. from their Religious! Aﬀſernblies\, '& 
Texts wore plainly do, Yet ves it Uhie 


thoſe who have power ſo to remove them » 

Church, bo have Authority for that *pirrpoſc | 
ſurely private 'Prtſorit bc only ery ge to is 
their auty inthesr places ,*+ ear the f al of fuck 


corrupt Members. nd here 1 wout4"difixe hijo 
who are woſt forward to make thi "Objetion, 
conſider feyrowſly whether fhey haze done. their Der 
in thu reſpett. Have yow gone to theſe whom you know 
to be ſcandulom Eivers , * und with Pills s and 
meckneſs admoniſh'd cham of their Faxhds, and if they 
have proved obſtinate,” baveyou acrording. to the 6d 
Fhod of the Goſpel, taken with you ſome othey5to af? 
ſift you in this 002 ? And if ftill oY. endeavonrs 
have been ineffetnal , have you' ac ed the 
Church', eſpecially with whom #he Government 


f 


The Preface: | 
ir i.ifrafed , 1 that they micht. procazd againſt 
[ich obfungn Of RISES Meri | 
If you have, net. dane this ,.. why do yau acouſe others 
for their neglith,, . mul your ſelves re fo, guilty * 
why do y0u blame Mint ers for receiving bad Men 
to the Communion , whilſt rhry perhaps kyow, nothing 
of their, Crimes f For it. gx not enough (urc., for any 
Mans Coapdimu ation, that be is in thegenergl; ſaid 
to be anillliwer , whilft there is no_particular Crime 
laid to.bis charge ,.. nor. any _ body cames..in_ t0 give, 
mformation; and proof. of his Vicious Carriage. But 
if yon {ag you bave done. your duty,  ayd.yet the Of- 
fender is ſtill, continued in the. Chureh, :, Jureh then 
youu may iefatisfied that "this will not 'be, laid, to your 
charges fince you are no way. guilty of it And wh 
ſhould you fear to ſuffer for.” ayothey mane fn.which | 
you: do not promote ?' Or think you ſhall want the 
Bleſſings pramir'd to the wort by. Communicant, be- 
can{e mihogt your faule.,, there are ſom:; unworthy 
perſons, admitted there, \ What appearance gf Rea- 
ſoo is there , ..or what, ground from. Scripture , 
that upon this.acconnt,yeu ſhould cither neglect 
Four duty or math dra Lomroar cllow- Chri- 
Kians intoany Separate;Aſlembly 2, Fray take good 
heed , byſh whilſt pou ſeem. afraid of ths Gy 1 -R of 
ſachſtnuers, you joar ſelues, do not.run mtotht Com- 
awaion of 6 great Sin': breaking the Peace, of the 
Church.,.. aipiding the,, Members, and. diſo 9s 


thoſe. who are- {et over you! in the Lord , t0 admony, 
And guide Jom... ON... 3. a)": pt 
Lajtly,T ſha onely recommend one thing more t0 your 
Conſideration... When you [ce _ ane whom Jowlogk, up- 
9B 44 4.great. Sinner at the. Communion , bow 4 
ou knay. but be « ſincerely penetent,, andfirmly re- 
ſolved from thy. time farward,, to forſake his Sims. 
_ and 


TIE þ * 


— 


"| $I. 4: fv 


be TT +... + an ry 2. 5 Bn 42 3 Red hed rene dn bi*% tha 


— 


4nd. amend bis life 7 . For be hath been plainly warned 
by the Miniſter otherwiſe not ta come there, and to1d 


that it 15 at bis won greag Peri if. he rome Impe- 


nitently,”. What -tho' be hath often . before Seen as 
the Communion , and ſoon after returned to his for- 


. wer: Courſes, yet how do we know but this may be 
. the time wherein his Repentance is more deep and 
.Þncere,, his parpoſes more firm and ſtedfaſt than e- 


ver? Certainly that private Chriſtian who does ftrift- 
ly. examine himſelt., looking well to the ftate of his 
own Soul, andentertains ſuch Charitable hapes of his 
Brother, . may, for all that I can ſee, came freely to 
Eat. of this Bread: and Drink of this Cup ;. and does 
herein alt much more agreeably to the Rules of the 
Goſpel, 'than he that either wholly negletts the Da- 
ty; or. (poet from the publicck Congregation ,. 
becanſe ſome whom he judges unworthy , are tolerated 
in is... And he that ſhall read impartialty the Apoſtle 
Pauls | Zxbortation to the Corinthians , 1 Cer. It. 
will Lthink be of the ſame mind : where, tho he [e- 
werely taxes theigreat Diſorders am1ng ft them in their 
Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper, yet there is nar 
the: kaft intimation, that the rivate Members of. 
5/2 Church o#ght ro ſeparate from it on account of 
tha 5.0 pat MA $2: 

., And this I hope tmay' (uſfice , in anſwer to the 
iwo main Objettions which I chiefly «ntended to. taks 
noticeof. \ - (NE a LT OP e470 P 
; Ob. 3. Som: perhaps thi are., who ma fryer] 
Objett againſt coming to the Communion , at we 

make ufe of the Common Prayer m the Admini-. 
ration, of 'it ;arid they for their part are nor 
ſatisfied with the uſe of Forms. . 


- 


."Anſ. I confeſs ta me it ſcems very flran ©, that. 


any why ufc th read thi Holy Scriptares, T hot, 2 
p Hen! chi 
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* Ca o 


in _ 4QO?T2 


The Preface. 
the leaſt meaſure of knowledg,. ſhould make ſuch ''an 
' Obje&ion nel For - we to which FA 1 
ſha! deſire them to conſider , that m theſe. Holy 
_ Scriptures , Spot in the Old Teſtament. ' there 
gre multitudes of Forms recorded. What elſe. s. the 
whole Book of Pſalms ( beſides mary others) which 
were uſed frequently by good Men of 41d in their Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God. 4nd, :4s 1-think'#s generally 
achewledred on all bands this Worſhip wasfre - 
ed, and many of theſe Forms often uſed by our bleſſed 
Saviour bimſelf , and hi boly Apoſtles. That our Sa- 
viour gave his Diſciples a Form, commanding them to 
uſe it as þ, Fac , @s well as for a Plat-form, is ex- 
prefly declared mthe Goſpel. | 
And yet ſball we think; it unlaxful for usto mſe that 
ſame Form, or another fram'd according to that Meo- 
del ? And ſome ſuch Forms inthebeſt and pureſt. Ages 
the Church, :hroughout the whok an World, 
dow fo ri praſens Ageg have been \uſed by. the moſt 
' prores and holy Men, ſofar as Dy can-inform. us. 
"ot this aay there is ſcarce any Church ir all Chriſten- 
'dom,, but makes uſe of [ome Forms in their Pablick 
Worſhip. Thoſe learned . aud good Men,, whi were 
"moſt inſtrumental in carrying on the»Reformation in 
rn pare, , have not ws allow'd, but ear- 
72 aged for ſuch Forms, and accordimgly more or 
k Zh they ny in all Reformed Churches fur 
' in their Adminiſtration of Baptiſm «nd the Lords $up- 
| per... At leaſt, there is 8 one. of all choſe Churches 
that ever 1 beard of , which condemns the uſe of them as 
inlaufel ; m0, ner I believe. .wer) any ane rillian 
Writer for Fifteen hundred years-and mote after \qu# 
Saviour. The Judgment. and Pradict of our firſt 'Re- 
formers .#2 this Kingdom ,. is ſufficiently known © For 
by rhoſe Holy Men ,: Martyrs, and Conteflors, wir:owr 
| T1 | rurgy 
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| | The Prefire. 
Lirn id. And it frersl et 
go gf For pres ur fa 3s 


Memory , ſhould" yet have no greater eftcern for their 
Labours , 710 more regard 10 their Examp be *; but are 


ready ſome Ls them 10 tun away y from ak FY Popiſh , 
I which t 


Holy Men jadged oar Reformation 
from Popery lh fo yners, ay the old Non. con- 


| Fortniſts: in (Jueen Elizabeth's, King James's days, and 


li , not only thought theſe our Prayers Tawful, bur 
of the moſf eminent among ft them , for Learning 
22h zety, ſuch as "Mr. Hilderſham , 24. Ball, &c. 
bave ſtrongly pleaded for they) , called upon the Pet ple 
to'a conffant Teverent Attendance upim them; and ve> 
ry ſmartly condemn'd thoſe who have ſeparated from 
them,” as is - be Foy? in ey Writings. Fn. the ve- 
ry ſame 1} at this day done by ſore of greateſt note among 
= and in rhefal 0 Fl Boo ro. od are Forms E 
Prayer 4 Tr for F Les and: Wir 6s aro 


7 their judgment , pee 7 
Fer who ſeem mf c 
rell'us, they fk oy 


wrbl caſe oppoſe bis own ſingle ju ind Piney 
ro" the 2hole Chriſtian” World p ahd prefent. . F 
It is I know commonly acked # Whete are. we com- 


© tnaned to Pray with a Form FT which exe An- 


fiver enough 'to demand, \'Where ate we ctommangetl 
to pray withbut a Form! y" $4 that by this Rille we oY 
aſe no Prayers at all. If then* you dare-pr mel with 
Form * {+ you have no Urns, com _—_ Þ Bing, 
why 1 may J0u wot as lawfully pray with a Fgtm. ?E- 
, og ially when y ou have the commiand of . 7 Raltrs to 
dT bf LE "ow God has cm 4 you in 
gr that ſu hd, be well 
ar mT hy Ford \ _ 
airefly 


' The: Preface: = | 
dire&ly or by an od conſuquence , not in one place m 

all vs Bible ; m gods -q that, our SAaVIOur, as Was 

b:fore. ſaid , gave by Diſciples a Form, and command- 


ed them'to uſe it (Luk--11v2) which 1 think ſhews * 


it = ton ent Duty ſtill to uſe thai Form , and does. alſo 
oy eve, 6h the HNeuTvineſ ai leaſ of other Forms' 

SIO tRereto. 
As to what is Frequently ed, of Prayingin ,. or 
by the Spirit, ſofar as bg 285 ores our Making uſe of 
that Aljeſt ſt ance of the $ Spirit which is common to 
Challe, in all 65 t ſr well be done with @ 
Form as without. For elſe a Man could: not Pray by 
ie Spirit , 2whilſt he_is uſing the Lords Prayer. + But 
= We. Pray for things apreeable to the Will of God re- 
ed.i in bis Word = do pray with Humility, Ferven- 
en Fe; inthe 94M Shs the exerciſes of ſuch 
sof rhe Spzrit, we do this while moſt certain- 
þ the Spirit ., tho. inthe. uſe of a Form: but” ſo 


= re Ns, 9.1 Praying. Without Book. a more 


this 


{es inzh « Work of God, do your: ſelves fre- 
pews pe 


as to.you you are as ply finite and py b 
 , — Ky dy But that which I chiefly intend, 2 


this,c rl 7 ut commonly uſe Forms: in the Worſhip | 


can whilſt »; 30k eo Davids Plalms, -whicþ 
ou 1 P rar) ſheokings LL wh frequently dd. And: 


I 204 WE of Reaſon can be given, 


T3 £ Y& at 


ge far- 


Id not bes FA y/ awful to uſe #Formot Prayer 
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The PrE&face.! 
a8 Form of Praiſe, ſince in b6th, aeavorſip Gyd Zile 
many of theſe Plalms are indeed Prayers yn; theftricter 
ſenſe; and he that wſes them. with Devonion ,- dothige> 
cathy ly Addreſs bimſelf | to. God-in the" uſe of - {hems 
x7 I beſeech you, us the wmlawfubneſs.of this? . 
z if it be. lawful thus to praiſe God, - apd-proy.t0 
him with a Form, when put\tto berſe and. Adetre, 
why v5. it not as lawful to go 3k: aut of- Verſe ?- [it be 
ſaid ,* Theſe Plalms are. of Divine Authority, ; + get 
certainly it muſt be granted, that as they are campoſed 
into Metie g\ there 15 a great. deal of Hu the 
on ," and that wine of the beſt in-our Common Tranſla- 


tion. But if it be. dyough. $0" juſtifie. the. uſe of cheſe 
Pſalms , rhat they 'F agreeable to thoſe < Divine 


Authority, - tho. not quſt' mm thre ſue. auerds... why wil 
not-this juſtifie. the uſe of thoſe, Prayers, which ave. 

S_ ro-4he. Holy TROY DIR of renguſe. #8 . 4 
very pay v7. fp a) » \kJuppeſe Ju auld.nut . 
think ut unlawfu}..-t0 ſing Pet ns compaſe A 


able Men in which there —_— ; AOFM 
Scripture ,. apd for Wha! mans þ don: 
refuſe to joyn. ip Prayers. ,- ag as hs it 


little: exceptian.. .}\But to contlage \thix.,: Ky RAT 
of you 1. fo but upon regjon can 46708 ins 
parts of Co mMmon Prayer ,i.4s/ mwetimes =Y 

of your Friends , ſometimes at the ſolemy = 
tramony 5 your, 0299 0r others, ol we: 


nat with as: and Cnſrionn pam TD 
ticularly, anithys avhich 1s of... 
the: Holy Communion. = 


this awhole- Office's genera Bpectaly % 
conformiſts by pt I Se read _ —> 4, PA le: 
liable. ko except iqu » - as any; ather, i.the ah 6g 
Nor do Lovell nemenpber , t be ever [herd ett. 
0 wed the. matter of it;. \\ + "a5 

; > Þ > ob. 


T-he Profact. 


+Obj.-(4.) k 2k eng Objef#, That they are 


diffarusfied with uſe of the Surplics, 4n 
his Adminiftring ks Lords Supper. 


+ Anſ-(1.) in a few words, Idefireſuch to cofedan 
pre vor of # fault it can be, for Miniſters; 

as other Prefe/ſrons of| Men , to uſe dift init Gar» 
ments 'pecaliar to-their Profeſſion , when they are em- 
ploy*tom any parts of the Publick Worthip and Set» 


vice? | I#hilſt they do this meerly for Decency ſake: 


for to that end are they aypormed in our Church , | bing 
re filed Ornatnents , 57 woah s word. faid of any 

holineſs tn them more than in our common Garments ; 
wb nor \any thing that I know" of about their figniſo. 


"G this be granted that they may wear 4 
wu Nt 10t'a Surplice as well as 2s 
rhe gn 


of the Church nd the Commands of is. 
rboriey robs Beebe Where lies the-famlt of it 
os the elliur or the ſhaje'; or where? 
white Clitmeant as i1108t#t and as 


ments; or what: Yop Prieſts wear thim; what's 
it 10 uf?” Maſt 196 Ho ntthing that theydo, in mat- 
CET 4 F they wear Woollen, muſt we 
7 itafiÞr'2'T Doduler what Sepiprure or Reafon 
up pt abſurd b fone” wry F 

2.) But + "Suppoſe there was 4 ” the 
CET: wpeay in; «4 we Sirplice (for 'bieh.2ruly rhe 
preteniee Þy wary Abs s this vo rbePevplewho 
got /ieg you oak that bis fault in this 'taf6 
"will he charge ayow you? Yes you will ſay, "You here: 


2 Ye Four conſent and approbation.- Hyd why | 
you fo? 11+ mot wequired of you "tr the onde 


Vous Admit ance to give your approbation. Nor 
doe Jour coming hither it felf doit: For "abt know. Wy 


SS = AD 


1: u0t @ * 
| al cas. # black 
one ? "Vat if Priefts wnder the Law wore Linen Gar - | 
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you may 0 before-hand,, and tell your Miniſter" «s 


fit, freely deelar 
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cmtrery- | hit you do not approve it. And 
pry neceſſ, ok the diſcharge ph Ke Ao x 


rarch; if that woll ſti 3 ou. It is here much '\what 
the ſaws; as th offering your Children to:Baptiſma, af- 
rerwwbich you know hey are to-be ſigned with the fon 
the Croſs. Your defer x onely Jp" they ſhould have 
iſtian Baptiſm, but as to tbe Croſs, if _ be. 
any. ſin ini which I think ts beyond. rhe wit of Man. 
toprove ). let him begs: the | blame who «s guilty. You 
arenot Concerned mr Here you may , if you think 
our judgment to the Miniſter , only 
g#ve- bim hath & cer that ; to aft according to his Judge 
Jay] and there will be no hurt _ | 


. Same perbaps may-ſay (and it is the laſt 
Doi intend A oe notice of ) That for 00 
ves they are-ſarisfh*d | with qo lawfulnef. of all 
that's: ited, and could: be well content. to -come: 
to ithe Communion, only they fear they ſhall give 
offenceto ſome weaker Brethren , who bave not aty 
taii'd this ſatisfaction , whereas the Scripture "A 
the.giving offence to ſuch. 

Anſ: (1.). That Offence 'r Scandal which the Scrip= 
ture dra orbids, as s commonly px 2h rok go 
a any thing which may be an burs 1a the Souls 
rethren, yy way drawing them into, or con» 
bind them inſin , iſcouraging them from their 
Duty. And thu we are then chiefly warned £ 

we nay avoid it meerly by denying our 
ſome 'things that are lefs to our own kg 
berty,” But 1. ſet not how this reaches Wh Auk 


now os raken in this ſenſe by thoſe 


NE Y-Bevoge feof trunk es þ k 
2.)- But'$1 50 #r fonſe of the wor, as. it (onifies a 
gif $a youy. Brother, - Pray a w:1l. wh ſe pleas 


4 ſure 


The Preface, 


ſure. and ſatisfaFion are you moſt to conſult 31 this. 


Caſe. TI fhould- think you ' oug bt fr ro look at the 
Pease f your own Conſcience. For if you are ſatisfied 
with the lawfulneſs of what i re pared, can as 
with @ quiet, mind negle&# the- pu performajee 

ro weighty duty which our Frogs rc bath ſe 

expreſly enjoyned, and by which you honour him, before 
the World, and do ſhew forth his dearh till he comet, 
And will ou negleft” all this in compliance with, the 
:akneſs and rnſtakes of any of your fellow Creatures ? 
Beſide this , do you not alſo diſcbey and diſpleaſe "both 
your Magiſtrates and Miniſters , either- by. a totaf nes 
gle of this Duty, or by doing it in private, 'in_@ way 
of Separation. "And will jou chuſe to grieve thoſe: 
—_ are your Brfthren, and ſomewhat more Jour-Sw- 
 Periore, h this your neplet? , rl than diſple if f Se 

private perſons , who indeed have 0 jt cauſe 0 ence 
wbillt you do but your duty, * 

(3:)4gam, by thr, means jou do indeed taks he 
direct- courſe '70 offend your rethren in the Scrip.-. - 
ture ſenſe , that is t0 Burt their Souls: for J0u do here: 
by confirm thoſe weak perſons in'theix miſtakes , and its. 
rhe Separation which they oft occaſion , and by your Ex- 
ample alſo tempr others to the ſame courſe, to ſlight 


and negle the Publick Commtmon. ' WWheref ore if. 


you are onze well fatitfied your "ſelves , KG ae the 
fame for your Friends. If you cannot: «do that, yet ak 
Joy your own freedom , and be not 'in bondage to other 
peoples "Errors. Walk according to the lip by of Jour 
own Mind, and be not miſled by their 1 B33 Look 
not upon # wa trivial matter, conſider what a_re- 
proach ayd diſhono'.r you caſt upon our Publick Aﬀſem- 
blies, - whil/t by your prattice rs, de, ere, them 45 ae 
Tupt and, vile as. not to. bej jaucs with : paſſing in 


jak! on heavy ſentence of Exc opumunication. wk 
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whole STA} 5vg CS 1 all | others inthe'Jan... 
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Remember + no good CharaQter in Holy Wrie, 
who ery tothe. Brethren ," Stand off, we are. hoher 
than. you. | What Sentence 35 gaſt.on the Phariſees on this 
eccount, the. Goſpel plainly acquaints us, whilſt we 


there read -:how our Bleſſed. Savigur ſhun'd not-the 


Society cot: thoſe. paor. Pyblicans-in order tg. their 
goad., whom.,.the others deſpiſed ; thereby: at, once 
giving us an Example both of Humility and Chariry. 
Do.-not alledg thar you, think your {elves bound to 
{eek out for a PureF Seciery and. purer Admimniſfrgs 
tions, whilſt there 4s nothing, ſinful required of you: as 
the'.condition of, your Commumon # all Ordinances 
with our Church. And therefore certainly there i:.no 
ianpurity contratied by communicating with it, J{ this 
be-.not enough. to ſatisfie a Mans Za ar, where 
ſbgll. he reſt? And. tho you may fancy that this, orthat 
2:99 of Worſhip , becauſe of ſome . external Modes and 
Circumſtances for which you have g peculiar fonduefs, 
is more pure then, what . was in publick: Yet if upon 
ſuch accounts .as theſe you. hreak the Peace. of. the 
Church, and with-draw fromthe Publick Aſſemblies; 
then ſurely the way. you engage, in, will. be found to be 
pnpure , becateſe contrary to be Word of Gad. © For 
vhere. can you. findiin that Ward any precept ox al- 
lance given , that becauſe.of @_ Form of: Prayer, 
Kneeling, «the. Communion, . &e. you may. Sepe- 
xate fromthe Publick Worſhip , and from thoſe Mi- 
niſters whom the providence, of, God anda lawful 
Authority have. ſet -over you, and chule to your 
ſelyes other Manſters, and .yith them ere£&t, private 
Aſſemblies .in, oppoſition to. the, publick ? Surely there 
is no juſt-caule. far ſuch a Separgtion, and conſequently 
this may beguſth ftiled, a Scbilin,, an untawful-drvifien 
14 4'greak.. Bregeh. of the Churches Peace,, which F 
* ot i m0 


The Preface. 
U-been lookt on at a very bainons' fin by Men 
irall Ages +, being commonly atrended with a wort 
of miſchrevens Conſequences, too many tobe bere-ſo- 
much as meni:on'd; That of-the Apoſtle i very com- 
prebenfive ,. where Envying and Strife is (the. moſt 
natwral effcftr of Schifm) there is confuſion and 
every-evilwork:; Jam. 3. 16. And'of this our: 
own Experience in theſe days , will ſcarce given. 
' lteavt'to dowbr. Wherefore we omohbt to avoid rhever 
yy appearance of ſo great an Evil. '\ And ſure'\in may 


the more reſtrain ns from any inclinations to a Sepia» 


ration , if we confider what is commonly utged'by 
Writers on this Spbjes., and {thinks s very great 
Truth, that they who feparate from the Publick 
Worſhip of our Church, from Prayers andSacra- 
ments, - on ſuch Accounts as are befort-mentioned; 
they muſt by the fame reaſon ſeparate from all Chii- 
ſtian Churches that have been from" the Aptftles 
ime , down tooxr days: Tea, and from all the Re- 
formed Churches that are now in the World, - For 
both one and the other, have had either the very 
ſame me ; &r thoſe which are of the ſame natare, 


and therefore as liable to exerption. And ſbould not 
4 ſober Man mig btily ſuſpett thoſe Principles, which 
if they be ſtriftly purſued and put in prattice., - would 
oblige. bim thus to ſeparate from the whole Chriſtian 
Church , that is, andbas been inall Ages. Tea, [ 
think" may ſaf:ly add further, that there, i not any 
one party of what denomination ſoever 'of thoſe who 
who ſeparate from ns, but they themſelyrs have ſorae- 
what amongſt them un their way of Worſhip as 4ia- 
ble to Exception as thoſe things whish| they ſcruple in 
ours." In ; Aha Inſtances vhey will. all 62 fannd $0 
maker uſe of therr own prodence. in determining ſome 
7 Re" 
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The Preface. 
particular Cirennft ances,” which are Ieft andotiv< 
mined in tbe VIE ob God, and for which rbey bias? 
gout that mm wherrwbeth Li yo pn; "rag $+ 
They have, 1 am ſure ne more command for” Praying” 
without a Form, "then. ' we” for Preying | with 
ove (1 rhink not ſs much) nov for ſitting at the Com-- 
munion', thas'we have for kneeling, Std a mpiti-: 
tude "wore Inſtances this weight" be yiven. $0 that 
for"the. ſame reaſon any of thoſe call'd Presbyte= 
rans ſeparate from\us'; the Independants\ may+ 
ſeparare from 'rhery, the Anabapriſts from the 
Independants , ahd the Quakers'from the Ana 
bapriſts',” each pretending greater Purity thari 
chv'other , anUquarrelling with whar they calf 
Humane Inventions.” | Ard yet after 'all , T donbr 
nor but "tbe Quakers themſelves, who would ſeem 
ro PepReligian # Ra ; of all chat people ig 
nor iinrly cal Popiſh Mirious ; yet eve 
"have thtir own he and" Ceremonies ; yew 
of them ,” and that ſuch" filly ones \, 'at "have 
pe thing of Reaſon n- more thay Sctipture "robe al- 
for them.” © Anil this after" they have pre- 
pg ſuch's Spiriteal Diſpenſation, chat they 
have-thrown afidt Baptiſm and' che Eords' Supper 5 
a" External Cirnul rhings, the moſt "expreſly corm-" 
muanided by our Bleſſed Saviour; and to this extra- 
Pagunce have they van | — they are (fill for a 
wore thorow Reformation @n " 'Adminiſtrati= 
Ons.” Ai which way well obls, Ml perſwade ww to 
reſtiſarff cd in" diy Comhninbr with that a 144 
where #he Word wid Sacraments are ſo pu 
niſtrod;" that without ſubmitting to Fenfolcond, condi. ' 
Hon we may partake of them 3 and thy priviledge 
rhyo Gotls ſmgular favoitr , "we wiay enjoy in | Ibis out” 
Church 
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The Preface. 
much more confoſt thay in any ſuch external Circuny- 
P.Y] fabcet. By our conteſts about theſe things , it*s mg 
wa apparent that Religion receives infinite prejudice , 6- 
*1)] ſpecially conſiderimg with what unchriſtian beats they 
6 of are commonly manaved. IR 
| The Zeal which ſhould be laid out npon the weigh- 
A] tier matters of Law and Goſpel, 4. too often an- 
prifirably ſpent upon this Mint, Anniſe and Cum- 
| min >: And yet on all ſides , Men are too prone ts 
-1] fatter them{elves with an opinion of their being wery 


tO 


if Drvout and Religions , becauſe of their zeal for , or 
of <54inſt theſe things , whilſt little of Picty and Holi-, 
| ncfs appears in their Life and Converſation, As if 
if they bad never read, That the Kingdqm of God' 
"4 conſiſts not .in Meats and Drinks , butin Righte- | 
2] ouſacſs and Peace, and Joy inthe Holy Ghoſt, 
i] m the love of God: and our Brethren, and in 


1. 4 3-01 3.2% DD & 


{1 humble obedience to our Rulers, for Gods ſake. 
4} W+i1ft we ſhould be provoking one another to love 
4 and: tO good Works, we rather provike to Wrath 
oj and Hatred, by reviling, cenſuring, and back-bitin - 
\| 4nd thus the true Chriſtian Spirit of Charity, with, 
| «ll zbe bleſſed fruits of it , wherein the very life ang 
| eſence .of Religion conſiſts , is almoſt baniſht ont of, _ 
|} the World. And bile love ro God himſelf, appears* 
of amonr ſt us, except our hatred of one another may 
4 p4s for a ſign of .it > yet all this we are apt to ſhel- 
f ter wander the hononrable name of zeal for Religion. 
] This is. oft 'made a-Cloak ,  borh for wicked A-" 
4ctions, and for unruly Paſſions. But ſuch a bitter” 
zeal it 3s, as St. James deſcribes, James 3.4; 


\ 


4 &'c. Which ts. acco pained with Strife and Envy,., 


4and oh 4a , Senſual and Deviliſh, _Whilft rrue* 
> which .; ; is attend- 


w =” "2," VS  _— nd _* _ 
- - 


. = 


of Zeal 35 that octeds from Piety 
* * *Y 4 P » »% . o + P ? 4 Ps ''2 

<4 with, Charity, and managed with Mederati-' 
| — ; "© ; ', 
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- en #nd Prudence, It neithty veſts the Magiſtrate,] +1: 
wor bart: our Brethren, nor & our own e 


/ bur like the Wiſdom from” above (there afterward] | c 
 defcyibed) is pure and peaceable, gentle andeaſic] 0 
ro-be-intreated, full of Mercy and gaod Froitgf £1 
It inclines us to love'the good, and defight* inf -//t: 


them ;-ro pity the bad and 'doallwe canto mend 
them: #heſe are the Pruits of it, "Bwt how raroly ar 
» fhefe to be found in the World. iſt Iniquitya- 
| bounds, the love of many waxes cold*, bar *7 
their Content ions they are over hot., And alt this : 
Srrife and Diviſion are'we guilty of ,  whil#-we 
all ſeems ſenſible of rhe danger we arc in from # coms« 
-» mon Enemy. To whonz we now expoſe our ſthoil | 
&s 4 Scorn and Deriſion by our Vilfying and Reproach- 
ing of one another , and to whom we may beromt" a 
very caſie prey, by turning every man his hand ayainft | 
bis Brother. Gs 
If we bite and devour one another, -may'we 
not fear. to: be conſumed' one of another; "whrlft 
our Adverſaries behold the pleaſant Speftaclt, "4nd 
ſoon nszy enjoy the Rich Fruns of our Fewds and Pol- 
dies. This we all ſcem to apprehend, and thik'we 
frequently complain, and yet how little is done” by ws 
to prevent owr danger , and; to remove the cauſe of 
8heſe complaints. - 4 14, LA 
If it be ſaid , What can private perſons (ft 
#0 ſuch am 7 ſpeaking ) do to this purpoſe?” 'Fe#5y' 
aunch. certainly , thro Gods Bleſſing , might we-dv: 
If all of a , in the firſt. place, would enter into the 
ious conſideration of our ways ,' hymble* our 
ſelves before God, for our own particularſins (#- 
ſtead of cenſuring and accuſing of others) rand 
var 
ſelves-to the ſervice of God and his Son Jefh 
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amend qur own Lives ; and entirely* 


Y: 


s, 
in| 


.arn the hearts of owr Encmics ,. or \we 


| Z's 
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:In-ſach-a courſe of Piety , Righteouſneſs,:Sobri- 
ery; and univerſal Goodneſs, as we ſtand oblig- 
cd-roby our Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and*by 


'our, Sacramental Vows both in Baptiſm , and at 


the 'Holy Communion. : Thi « that Reformation 
I'toward which every man m 


ao ſomewhat 3 which 
is ſo far from: giving any diſturbance to the. publick 
Peace , that indeed it doth mightily conduce to onr 
Pprefent ſettlement and ſccurity., aswell as to our 


[Aaure eternal bappineſs. For by.this means Almighty 
; God: will be at peace withus , aud will afford m4 his 


favour and protefFion. + And if God be for.us,whar 
need we fear whois againſt us? How. eaſily cance 

o_ #heir 
hands," and fruſtrate alltheip devices? Tea, hy this 
means we ſhould certainly become more generally. 1n- 


» clinable mw with one another. Trae Religion 


renders Mew of a mild and praceable , of a yieldin 
and benign temper. It ſweetens their Nature, _ 
ſubdue; their paſſions, and mortifics thoſe luſbs, from 
whence there come Wars and Fightings among fh thens ; 
ſuch. as Pride and Covetonſneſs, Riet and Laxary., 
Wrath and Malice , Crutlty , and Revenge : - for 
where the ſe make a tumnlt and diſorder-in the Breaffs 


of Men, they are not liketo _bave-prace with thers- 


ſelves , not with their Neighbogrs. . Aud what goad 
would ſuch 4 peacedo, if it could be obtain'd, whilſt 
we ſhowld ſtill be at enmity with God? Nor is there 
much likelyhood that the Enemies of God ſhould 
be any great Friends to . Church 'or. State, . Very 


var} 9/0 lent they maybe for their carnal Intereſts, very 


bot and. zealous for -a Party or an Opinion, full of 

d fury againſt 'thoſe that differ from them , 
bs are never like to. br inftruments of Peace , 
whilſt they are not lovers of Holineſs ; how loudly 
ny. ſoever 


\ 


| The Preface. | 
ſorver ſome of them, may call. for, Reformatigns 
and dihers for Uniformiity.”  Apd what. a.nalagr 
ous. fulſom thing is it .to hear the Atheiſtical and 
Profane crying out for a Reformation of -this 
and that'in Church and State,” whilſt they will noe. | ;; * 
be perfwaded to Reform their ownLives, which, by 
a thouſand times more concerns, them ?, 4s of f © 
theſe Men had any true ztal for Religion, whoſe. 
l'ves are a perfett Defiance and Contradittion. to..it.. 
Nor i it much better ,. [confeſs., to hear. theſe Men; 
vihemently urging Conformity to the Laws of . the, 
Church , who themſelves lyve in no manney of Con- 
formity to the Laws of Chriſt 5 the Head of the 
Church. . As if a Man who 15 an open Rebel 4rainſt 
his Prince, ſhould be angry at another for not obe 1B. 
an inferior Magiſtrate*”. Bur would we «lr the bf , 
place agree to be Piow and Holy, there would 
be much more , hope of - our ; Agroement in leſſer 
matters, * For Holineſs the Centre wherein we muſt 
att" unite , if ever an Union to any. good purpaſe be 
eff: Bed amonsſt us.” What would it profit ws. to be 
alljoyn'4to one Church,and to be ſeparate Tom Chriſt? 
To uſe the ſame Prayers,, and to have. no true De: 
votion? To frequent the ſame SACTAIMENTS,- and not. 
performs our Vows? Such an external ſhadow,and. 
appearance of Unity, without an inward Principle,” 
will neither be very dur able nor uſeful. But when we 
become United in the "love of Gid and true Goodneſt 
then are we like S, live in Unity and godly Love. Wheg,. 
w# are at:d and governcd by the ſame. ſpirit of truth; 
and holineſs, ther are SILks tn retain_the ens of. 


the: Spirit inthe bond of Peace' and in Righte A. neſs 
ofifife.- 'Then will our little” differences erthor yayiſh. 
of themſebvesor be mo! ? eaſily accommodated ormay a 
Bt TTY IT 5 Ton 
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Gertijen and muttal for bearance , fuck af btomes the Uuct- 
ples of the Bleſſed Jeſn$, who have all bne'Farher, one [,ord, 
one Spirit , one Faith , one Baptiſm, and live in hope of the 
=> Jn" 
, Thus int ' place giving if ddr felve? mito God , 'a 
bs faithful and ved; br next Ter 1s ſee to render 


P ” 
Z 


, unto Calar ——_ that are bn, $4 and ſhew that we Feat 


God by ovr g of the King «Gods Vice-gerenr. 
Let ts then's Subjefts of the ſame Printe\\ Inhabitants of the 
ſame Kingdom, all whofe intereſty ate 'in the ſame bottom, 
let ws oll render t0.0ur Dread Soveraigh that Homage and O> 
nga hat _—_ ee 20 __ we ae moſt 
eeply engoged by all the bonds of Renſfon #nd Religion, by out 
Oaths dDows , by the light of Nature and the £0; Bins 
of Godin the Old Teftament and the New. Let tis remain 
well ſatufied with vur private Station; keitp 1 tt Sphere, 
have great regard to the publick, Peace, fiudy ro be quiet, 
andevery Man do his own buſineſs. ' Let us carefully averd 
al uiicharitable Surnuſes and Suſpicidn#\, "all bald and fatvcy 
Cenfures avid repyachfud Refleftions upon our Rulers ail the#t 
fraceedings , and do our utmoſt, to preſerve all due Veoribration 
«nd Honour for the Kings Petlon and Govertnnent” 5 dbtyimg. 
bs Laws , affetionately Praying for hi Welfare and 'Happi> 
neſs , and for the Peace of our Jeruſalem, both of Churcly and 
5-4 , joyning alſo -- 2 pre oyg » our es or 
| im we mz uier and peaceable Ives, inal. 
To thu end, Laftly,” Lot wr all ;* ds Members of the' farms 
Church, who profeſs the ſame Holy Chriſtian Religion (an: 
that as Reformed from the Innovations' and\ Corruptions of 
') laying afide all finful Annimoſities and Prejullicis';} 
(40 the utmoſt of our power ) all our grounidleſs dvtbii' avid 
aud , lets, I'fay , humbly and" affeiionately yo 
toperber in the ſolemn publick Worſhip and Servvee of 
Ler' ps here receive the Sincere Milk of the Word; -Wh- 
ther: Read or Preached, that we may grow thereby.*" Pep 
us here joy in the fave common Suppticarions aid Prayers; 
which are made 20 God alont in \the "Name . of -Obrift'3 
for things agreeable to hir Will - wheteihy whars all congyarl 
end to which cherefore., we nay 41 "iſt readily "ſat ” 
ENY : e OWBG- 
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Would we thus with. one Mind, and one Mouth glorifie God 
"Pho we call Ote-Facher ; this furely would ſth pur tri. 


nind that we. are Brethren! arid fo :e1jgag ens do live in bro- 
 therly love aftd kindneſs. * All Society 5 Entercaurſs with 
each o2ber, tho it.be'\in nnatrers of Trade and common Converſe, 


5 naturally tend t1 beger Friendlineſ' and Good-will ; how 


much more will Sbciety and Co1 onfantion- inthe duties of Re- 
gion and Holy Worhip/beve 71 that good Efſe? Bue more 
ally Men dv fignifie"andleep up mittual Friendſhip 'ond 


Kinduef in" common « Converſition -,' by their Eating and 


Drinking thgerþer.".-. And therefore above- alt; ler ns foe "duly | 


eo ed och aar ſelues ; andcome rgether with great wards: 
fo this Hol y Feaſt", he: Sapper of our” 


. Loos mob web be hath erdiouſſs prepdred for the Entertain- 
of $#, Followgr;c, To this Feaſt of Charity, ler us _u 

Goth tp expreſs and encreaſe our Charity toons another, 

well -gs. our - Jove hd phankf neſt 10 eur-God end Sayionr! 


rf ep Jo of its hr gn and mbich'we ard 


Plot. 4g be by do, by | mbzt we ſeo-and 
| mw is ag fully ſhe! the Bookie elf.) 
yh aretitertain'd ar the ſame Table' ds Qbildren of the 


Jame,)\Family,,.. and «the. parrake of rhe Ard. Bread+4"jo aro \ 


#2 3q become. one Body: and one Bread. ewe dy mh 
we [ſame Cup ;- the are to Drink inro.one Prong by. mhich 
Spiric We Were Baptized -mro one Bady'\, as. the Apeftle. 
hooks | Cor, '12- 13-7 But eſpecially mbilſt we ſerion/lyepri- 
ider what it ts that we here commemdte ;\ teen an inſtanice of 
greateſt, Chatity "that ever was ſhawn tothe World 5; futely 
mubing will fill x withB. ls of Love and Charity go:di) 
Bretbron. + Behold. me here the $on of -God ſet before us Blved- 
ang.and Dying for ite Sipners , even fdr us- tht were':Rebels 


and {xye us from the Wrath to come. rar 

Ds Croſo praveng:for by. Mitrderers , Farther: f 

them, they Iota 

day ny om Pride »y hy- great  Exanple have 
ued in not t 4 

mig hat ENG *b TH \ Have we reces ved ſuch kindneſsfromour 


137 + ugg! ey.do, Yea, ſee hixn ther 


Sevonghalfe ww bat "I_W them for bis fate”, he takgs ita 
IT ol don's 


gh og t has. be might rhake us tha Friends of the\rhoft./ 


tpreeched Men ; inboſe hands | 


Meltergond wall ang ngtſhew;all we can to our Fellow: fervants 2 
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"fe pon us, when'ws remember that be'q $119 8 4/ fv 


' fortement but ar as Example which we are 
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dame tohmſelf. Hi Spirit #5 grieved, we Wound; even 


bleed nfresby- b inland each at bis 


wes, and birbeirtasſh 


one thr d a= 


"mother : Shall we thus requite the Te brs loving Cn? 


God forbid. Shall. not. chat. mi out Blood., whi 
Shed" to reconcile God and Myn $A us dll-one to.ah bers 


Did Chriſt folove us all as to'dje t2 miake us hap) f and sþall 
we hate one anatber , ; vg Ger je 


this blood of ſnrniich value with Gad, 6 to 3. rath 
 andrender him ogy. bn be at peace CUI ond | in, 


foften all our hearts , al ” extimguieh 6 * 

tral beats, eanderflakte us tit agparm and F ___ 
FT Aupenr. och and tall mankind. 
®/7/in Brethren. + Yeg hall not ghe Death, "Chri 


ay ie, Ire 


h 


! bo 
that as be laid down hi erat us,fo AR 
d6'the ſame for ren? pen hen h 
told as , that Fairh workivg by Loves; gr 


oy charing mm tbe benefits 7 per 1 
ED 


a except we forgive , nar 
except wo live ohe another. bes ts 
PaBver- is Sacrificed"for us; and | got 


with the leavened- Bregd of Malicg the. un 
Ravened Bread of Sinceriry and 'T: a tt Ty re - 
and fervent love ts God dnil Mean. Bue ts time -h0; egnchyde. 
Thas# the Death of Chriſt may. be frequ nd (e oufly xe- 
membred in this hol manner, and wh lef ends rat. t 
| aq is mas beds Ti 


Cores ob RARE Office je in 
maybe every where effeAnally Prone, 5h 7 defi 
the Aththor-, and 5hall by Gods Gr ae. tf 
jen he Reader heartilyiJay that it 5 Hs fs »- A 
elldin honeſt Endeaugurs in our feottal plates Fr, 5:6 
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He bleſſed God, who in theſe aſt days. 
| hath ſpoken, toxis by his S6n;and _ 
fully and clearly reyeal'd the wa 
Lite a9 JmgnantaliY which C 7 
» hath brought to odds cf 
. anifelted his  inhajee Wiſdom an pipes ih fie 
ing and accomodating his commani itutians, 
Fir meanneſs of IE. Capacities ; and, as a God who 
Kh our frame, hath ſo fitted himſelf and the reyela- 
"bis Will, with a reſpe&trtogur weaknefs, that 
g but affected; 1 and meer W 


gnorance, zillfulneſs,; 
= _ out the underſtandi of what he bath raught 
. Us, or-hinder the  perfomi f what he commands'ys, 
- The DoQrines of the GUpel, which as of ON 
| yy to be beliey In order to Salvation , and upon | 
which an holy life is built, arefew and plain, which y we 
| may. find Fs up. in. out-Creed. As for the pre- | 
P's which are given to be the rule of our life , 1: 
| eafieare they to be known and remembyed, how eX- 
ceeding anal” in themſelyes, and moſt # Ble 
to our rectified Natures , 'and apparently. tending to 
the unſpeakable adyantage of particular Perſons,” Fa- 
milies ,. Towns, and Common-wealths': the Goſpel 
bein delign'd,, not only to beg. men to, glory and 
fey vg hereafter, 'but to hetter the World ar preſent, 
and to make this earth 4 kind of rype and ſhadow of 
Deaven 3 and ſoit would-be , if men were but mare 
cnerally brought urider the powerand influence of the 
Religion, ,” Which doth not only forbid' g 2 
B 


'l - 144QJ 


| ('2) 
ſinswhich are deſtruRtive to the happineÞs of Socictick 
and fingle perſons, as.the "7 as Religion of rhe 
Heathens might alſo do: but ftrikes at the very heart of 
wiekedneſs , and gives the ſareſt direQtions and beft. 
helps, for the utter remaval-of the cauſe and root of 
all diforders ity the world, which it would be beſide my 
purpoſe at preſent-to ſpeak of. None have catfſe now 
to complain, that they know not what todo tg6obtain 
eternal life, fince he that runs may read his Daty ; To 
loye God aboycall, and our neighbour as our felves,to 
doag-we would be done unto, to repent bf all bur ſins, 
and betake our ſelves to the mercies of God through his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus for a pardon; to. be tumble, holy,chaft, 
and temperate ; is. any of this difficult to be underſtood ? 
haye.we neta plain Word, direing us how to lead.the 
whale. courſe of our life. ? and have we not a | 
within us, the Spirit of God by our Conſciences i moſt 
cales., tellin us how we ſhould behave our ſelves ? 
Theſum of At is comprehagded in our Baptiſmal Co-" 
ve rs tits rey the Devil and all buy way the juke] | 
#h ts and vanities, the fleſh. and the Juſts theredf, 
ant needs the CY and Holy % . And 
as our Dary-4s eafie to, be known, ſo it. is not difficultts 
be dong, where there is firſt a willing mind, ; for in- 
decd+in this is comprehended all , ro be unfeignedly 
willng to be ſuch. as God would have us, and to do aft 
thax he bids.us., $9.thar, none car excuſe himſelf for his 
diſobedience , which is nothing. elſe but obſtinacy or 
grolF negligence,” And though'of our ſelves, we are 
poar. weak Creatures, yet thgaugh the almighty grace 
that is offered: to.aur atfiiſtance, we nay. be enabled to - 
doallrhings needful for our happineſs, and.thoſe weak=. 
nell2s tha Gieave to us, which we allow not our ſelves 
inþur ſteweagaiaſt and bewayl, we are aſſured through 
the merits of our precious Saviour, ſhalt never be laid 
to our charge, eb) And 
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And as the great truths and duties of ourReligion' 
fre thus. plait) and eafie, ſo the i inftitutjons, 
whereby I mean the Sacramgnts ot Baptiſm ; and rhe 

rd's Supper, are few and clear ; being atither bur- 

xeuſome tobe p U,nor the meanin of them hard 
to be under{tood. Doth not that form © words, which 
Chriſt ark er joynied to be uſed in Baptil, whereby 
we arc ſolemnly received into the number of profeſſed 
Chriſtians, ſufhQiently ſhew themeaning of at? name- 
Y, that Fe: are 2. nary; and Bret uptothe 
. Father, San Gboſt. doth not our being 

Baptized with Water, ver plainly hold forth our. 
waſhingand cleanſing from 9 ſtains and poſlutioris of 
defiled nature ,and fromthe guilt of fn, bythe blood and 

pirit of Chriſt? and whoknows not, that the Lords 

7 per for remembrance of Jefus Chnft that died for 
os Ni Eng ofthe Bread , and pouring forth of 


and evidently do they repreſent to 

wy Wain was broken, Lange jor 

us 8 TRE org ang Wine , which 

commonly nouriſh and refreſh us,” do-nat 

fhgnifie that Nee: and comfort which we receive 
from:Chriſt, asJ {hall hereafter fhew at large. 

Smce then the"T ruths of our Religon are ſo evj- 
dent, the es.{o reaſonable and excellent, the 
Sacramentsfo — th ſo few, and ſo exceeding profi- 
rained t.nqt well be expetted, tharall who profeſs 
themflves:owners of that Religion which Jeſus "Chriſt 
des, ale andeſtabliſhr, ſhould'be well acquainted 

richah) weightytruths,diligenti the praQtice of their 
Duty to then Maker and Saviour, and to one anather, 
and molt devour and ſerious inthe obſervation and uſe 
of theſe holy $acraments,& conſtantin theirattendance 
'ypon all Ordinances, as publick Prayer and Preaching, 
Mhereby they may beaaſtr a & enabled to know & 

2 do 


| \. + 7 

do the will ofhim thft ſent them into the World. But 
alas alas, to the diſhoniour of God and our profeſlion, 
and to the grief of all that long after the advancement 
of true goodneſs in the World gy by fad: experience we 
find the quite contrary even in this our Nation,” that 
we look no farther. God forbid that ſhould go about 
co diſparage the glotious fruits of our reformation from 
Popi Trance and Superſtion; no, bleſſed and for 
ever praiſed be our God, . for that unſpeakable mercy 
to this unworthy Land ! for the happy effeCts whereof: 


doubtleſs thouſands of Soulsare praifing him in Glory, ' 


and thouſands more yet on Farth, have <auſe to be infi- 
nifelythankfu] for that clearlight which vifited this cor- 
ner of the Earth, when ſunk ihto little leſf than an #- 
£yptian Darkneſs : ſo tharl verily belreve rhere"is' nv 
Nation under the'Sun', where, there are'greater nurti- 
bers of knowirg hearty Chriſtians,who walk agreeable 
to, the Goſpel-rule, ſuch tharwould'be 6wned and ap- 
proved. by Chriſt himſelf and his Ap wES's OY they 
' nowamongſt us, and"will be, atthe'day ofrheir ap- 
pearancebeforehim. But having ſaid this to preventex- 
ceprioh and miſtake, give me ltaveto reſume my com- 
plaint , that ſhll there are ſo 'many thar are-in Dark- 
neſs in the midſt of Light, and that walk as »: darkneſs, 
not as Children of the Light. Notwithſtanding rfic means 
of knowledge, multitudes' remains in grofs 1gnorance, 
andare unacquainted eveir with the great Foundathn- 
'Fruths of the Goſpel ;'and cawirthen beotherwiſe Fur 
that they ſhould be vicious ,/ cartlefs and worldly? 
And many who have a ſuperhcial'knowledge of their 
Duty, and' confeſs its beſt to' be careful in doing of it) 
yerare themſelves witful and groſs negleFers of 1t, and. 
live' in open violation of God's holy Laws: | Many: 
there/are thar can talk religiouſly, and are ready inthe 


Scriptures, thar yet will not by any means be brought 
L to' \ 
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to forſake thoſe fins ,, which they hind God Word 
everywhere condemns , nor will they ſet themſelves 
to live ſuch an holy ſerzous life , which is again and a- 
gain ſo. expreſly and earneſtly urged upon them. As for 
.the S; ents, though moſt are careful to bring their 
.Childrento be baptized, yet I pray God it be not more 
.out of Cuftomithan Conſcience; for ſome of theſe can 
give-notollerable account of the reaſon of that Ordi- 
nance ,. nor-why they. would haye their Children par- 
take of-it, only as they ſee their Neighbours do, fo do 
they, But yert-there are far fewer, who make any 
.Copſcience of, informing their Children what a ſtrict 
Covenant they areentred into,how they are related and 
dolemaly engaged to God ; for alaſs, can we expect Pa- 
rents: ſhould teach their Childſn to walk as hecomes 
thoſe that are in Covenant with God, when they them- 
{elves live rather like Rebels to his Majeſty than faith- 

tul Subjets 2? , - "I 
-.. Andas forthe Lord's Supper(which I intend to make 
the ſubject of my following Diſcourſe) how ſadly is it 
neglected in- many places ; or elſe ruſht upon incon- 
{iiderately and careleſly., as if it was but a matter of 
courſe, and-no. fuch dangerous thing to receive it un- 


.worthily, as Scripture aſſures us that it is. How ma- 


pF hundreds, yea thouſands;are there in both City and 
Country, who make no Conſcience at all of comingto 
the Table of the;Lord ? perhaps they may come once 
aYear; and fcarce;that. .Nay, many go from one year 


to another, and never appear there : asif they acknow- 
ledg?d not rhey' h: 


not they had a Saviour died for them, or as if he 
hag. not bid: them thus to remember his Death, or as if 

{Heath wer pgs worth the remembring. Oh care-. 
els,'{tupic ; 


inners, what haye you got to take up your 
1 nds, that Chriſt himſelf is thus for- 
Mb. x ou.can think well, enough of your 
OO PIR Pry 


('6) 
Children and Friends 'yea , of our Cows and Sheep”, 
and your very Swine,and myſt Clift have nordomin 
your thoughts or memory ? Do theſe indeed deferye 
mare love than he ? Have they done more for 'you', 
than he hath done ? or can they do more than he is 2- 
ble farther to do,and willing alfs, if your wretched o8- 
ſtinacy did not prevent him? I know you can fay,m#- 
ny of you, that he deſerves nat to hve, who ean'torget 
Ghrilf , and that you do indeed remember hiny,” and 
rake him for your only Saviour ; and will pretendthzt 
you haye God always in your migd, 'wher' you ares; 
bout your work, or upon the way, #nd you think-we 
mult take poor pes ort, becauſe jad ow not 

hearts, and cannot diſggoveyou ; burr may judge 
by your carriage, 3 inakfeſ nothing- leſs If offe 
follow you from morning till night, ht ſhall ſcarce hear 
one ſerious word come out of yonr mouths ;-you ſpent] 
not half-an hour ina Cay in Prayer, either with our 
Fanules,or alone; plain enough we can hear you'ſwear 
and curſe, and Like G:d's Holy Name 1n, vain, bur 
ſcarceever ſo much as once to mentz#hi hit with reve. 
rence. Whatever company: you light irito , yor art 
ſt:il ralking fooliſhly and vainly; or efe'only-of your 


worldly affairs , but;nothing tht cdncerns the Ser- 


vice of God, and the Salvati\n of your S6uls, Bur 


for many of you, I need no other evidenceagainſt'you, 


than your groſs negle& of this Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. It this paper fall into the hands of any'ſuch, 
(andT hope God will dire&itinto their hands, for it was 
tor ſuch thatT did thiefly intend . ) UPfay,thon-whin 
art r2ading theſe lines, be guilty of nepleCtinig this Or< 
dinance of Chriſt from one year to arforhef; whert tho 
haft frequent opportunnics and' myitztivons wh 
take of1t, let me ask thee how thoft hiſt the face 't6* 


thou remembreſt Jeſus Chriſt, when tht wilt not" @ | 
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, than ofthe moſt delicious Banquet,or 


(37;) 
ſuch a ſmall hang as he enjoyns thee.to do .in remem- 


brapee of him ? never taking cafe to/prepare thy (elf 
and. come to. bis b aly Table, Canſt Ll remember 


him, and yet forget his command ? and abſent thyſelf 


' from thoſe who meet together to celebrate his remem- 


peancks at any Qrdinance appointed by Chriſt himſelf 


for that very purpoſe ? Ah poor Oba youdid 
but well a our ſelves, a our own neceſſities, 


' andcancernments, then could you never beſounmind- 


ful of Jeſus Chriſt ; you would as ſoon forget your 


daily ": Oh did [Fes well Sex who he bath-done 


ou ſtand to 
oft frietd, who 


ed [ya = yo ive; ; ED Fikas and much 


” ha «as V7 83 


he Redeemer of Mans 


"s 


dn 
EE i 
and "or of z it, a pv: wht dg. 


4 46s AG arg contained in, Tepreſegted a and fe: 
by tz. darc fay you would more 00g, \partake Fa ft 


mpruous 
that ever.was prepared, Bur what do 1 talk of: ? bp 
an perliroda carnal,ſenſual, ſtupid NY HY * 


beye that eres any; ſubltance , oY war ik 
ns reach jo? wh joey _ 
apo 1c Pan Wn a * 
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" HR cipally deſipn, a little to lay open the wret- 
chet Hana, egy erality of men, and briefly 
hint atthe cauſe ; ; that they tiay* be aſhamed of 'them- 
ſelves) when they ſee their picture and os gps and 
fo may ſeek out {2 the cure of their diſternper 406 
owould'r not, by the lives of moſt con [Que PUR 
they thought theraſclves ſent into the *world, on pur- 
Poleto ger food ari&raimenr; ard 5 take roviſienfor 
the fleſh; and that they-Hatl reafbn for no- 
thing elſe, but to be more witty and palitickin 


ng on their worldly be ?and how weltwotttdir be 


for theth ar the] hft. hoſe ſouls ſhould hive the 
| greateſt rewatd.,'w ch were ric loving rothe 

moſt ({olicitous for its welfare; Witt did toil moſt in us 
. ſeryice : but what. an heavy doori-will tphr'oh then, 
f they muſt bereafrerfare (as fotEertain they muſt (ac- 
cording as they ithplbyed themſtlvesin ſeeking their 
HEYG happineſs, i in the pleaſing and ſerving of 


eat, God.” Oh the ſtran ge folly and bruitiflineſs | 


KR Sag men , who are ſo Rena of theniſelyts, -ro0 
Rt out after ariy thin g which'they believe makes for 


ir temporal good; and Yer will nor by any means'be 


rawn or driven to that, which isirideed for their ſpiri: 
Ea and eternal 00d, yea, and their retpefedliad, « 
| faras may e6nfift with theſe. "As if when they afe i 


hou 
dV elſe; in Works that willbeof hou or adyantage 
bes Ns yer God hithſelf Hath told tis: —_ 

emattervof Religion, Ff we ne Wiſe weart wi 

ſe elo:s. Hit Fs comesto- paſs: 5 Oyfeatbe bh 
ſotfiſhne fs which raclines LH GHNGFts* Jud = 


by their ferife, 'and' t6'm 'thetr' 
SE _ neſ$t to the a: WOE 


ut, their owir bulineſs; bur when they are mir dg 


Coſte 
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ng-and working for the body, then'only Arbor | 
were of rheir'ſouls, "they were imploy'd indie. 
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x- - arr xr} which ek are ber Tho to bei ignorant. To : 
or || madeglad with thelight of God's colmtenance, to woe 
Jowſmip withthe Father and the Son,to be beantified 
met enriched with Freeee ond goud works,and the like 
expreſſions; are ſo dark ahd knotry qhatthe they own is 
er ak to make of ther : they a packing Bean 
but what they canlook on : nat oath W Re: 
n6t a noiſe and'ſhew th the world *: 'qpcfry 
Raimenr they. need, but what they we on 
CG backs, nor any f60d but tharwkich thi Bhs chai 
1 bellies. That only do they account 7 Arey y "which 
they feel in their throats, or whiths ſo groſs, Or- 
ſes _ = ye a ſharein it as well isrhey Tab in 
thi or honour withthem but having re- 
ſpect.in the woke and that they roger + hel Chiefeſt 


Ir 

of 
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T bes, which th their purſes ; and 
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amongſt? all other miſchiefs tharit'does, occafions the 
contempr of that ſacred appointment of Chrift*, the 
commetnoration of his death, by partaking of his Sup- 
per:'for here's nothing provided ro give at enter- 
tainment to greedy raging Senfſuglifts which the ovet 
and hunt after-It is-indeed very well worthy 2A 
Rreation,thir ſo far as our Senfes might SAT to' 
Yr vs in the ſervice of God, he harh | gracioully conde- 
it ſcended to uſe fuch means as: might work upon . and 
i! affect them, that thereby Faithar felf,-our-4j | 
fs | Hfionoftholethings which we ſee not; 'may Þ 
{ ped _— airaned wh ——_ as in fone other 1 


© 49)? 
cially i is made manifeſt : far 


ſo, in this Sacram 
we have £47 
the benefrs we receive by him,, are ſignified by 
ett things, Bread and ne, Which we eat 
he And this far God hath "raade proviſion for 
PN » the more to excite. and ſhr yp our dull 
ſpire; Fs fo far: as the peaking go and humouring the 
_ might be FIG Ar oranges tothe Soul, mr 
no proviſion for Shen, Hers” $00 ach POP and 


ton 
he Foo) Meginaiom which they fical away , - 
nch ing of WRT zeal and {pts 
{= a in God ETHE 4 . bat hag waTr- 
; ul evices , 3nd. our Church 
| = EZ jen or 15 here Re, of dainties 
tits, or feed an bungry bel. 
I for e Soul indeed Re lonk tedand 


| gore tothe Ag Reds Cy 


; Sg er them; for rs have ather matters to mind 
whuch they bold more neceffary, It is not 3 wonder 

hat we ef ea 22..24 the begining, that when 
made a Marriage for his Son , and pre- 
5 ry and ſent forth his Servantsto invite the 
Ne they ſhould make tight of it , and begin ta 
TH SHE'S» that they had ather buſineſs to do, 


that way to.g0, 2nd therefore could not 
not come to a F »..t0 a ſumptuous, 


itriagesfealt 2 to.a Feaſt made for the King's Son ? 
ol And 


ks. 


briſt plainly held forth to. us, 


jams Ay, SETS lolenl dor Wm "wan- 
Ez way Delign ſuch things (ins 
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Andivhen ſcrvaritswere ſent on p! roanvitesbem 
-xoit 2 were not theſe «4 ſtrange of ſtubborn foolith 
men;thut would di ther own King; chem 


ſucha coutteous meſſage as this?” Reader, chu 
rior condenin them inthy own thoughts? doſt "3 not 
think thou woul@ſt never have beeti fo filly and abſti- 
nate as they, if thou hadſt been ſoſent unto ?- Bur for 
all thy thonghts,' its well if thou prove not guilry bf 
the very ſame fanlt thy ſelf. For what was the marter 
think*ſt thou; that theſe people would'nor come-when 
they wereinvited > Why alaſs, there-was no fact Fare 
made ready wticy had a mind to. 'Be fare had thete 
been bur ſuch chear as would IT 
lies, they would have made haſte bo een 

have invented excuſes how'to gt in,rath canto 
AW2Yy. 

Bar this is a Pirable, ſhewing what encerraitirienr 
the moſt do give to the Gofpel;,”whereby-we we 2r&th- 
vited not only to a Wedding-Feaft,”butto be'even 
married 'qur felves tothe Lord 5 Teſts Thrift; the ever- 
laſtin an Son of the Father : ' and 'yet uhis meflape ;- the 

efs mercy whereof may aſtonifly Men and An- 

gek, I ſay this "Meſſige is Gott hted : Mew will not rome 
ro Chrif that they may hoy ife. Adulterous. Soils go 
afterother Loveniihd will not be eſpouſed to the Lord 
of glory * they fee no form nor comlineſs #'bim why rhey 
ſhould deſire F2 "They hear great commendations of 
him 1fhdeed , what an excellent glorious perſon hes, 
noleſ than the Sor of God made'tridn, whoſe love 
was {& great to Mankind , that he laid down his life 
for them, but inthe thezn time, What bas be ? What's 
ro be got by hint? whiat eſtates will he ſettle on'them? 
IT Te! will =, advance them to ? what? why 
ey{hall throng hiny Have their fins pardoned and ſi- 

red, their hearts finified, and url Terigth ſhall be 


recciy'd 


wy 


recaiv'd into everlaſting 
they haze no mind-to' come on-butwhen their con- 
ſent is defired;rheyhaye ſome excuſe or other read yt 
'  hand3*and*enther they will not come at-all or iſ 
nor yet, or _ fo thorowly. my heartily as they are 
- commanded, and inſſuch a wi 
ehouſands perſiſt andperiſh: And though I ſi 
| fore-mentioned Parable doth not dire&tly an jaw 
ly belong tothe Lord's Supper ;. yet it may bhe conſe» 
; quence be very well applyed thereto ;, Since WE '| 
Marriage-feaft of the King's $on , here are zhe 
-bleflings and mercijes of the Gofpel. held forthiant 2 
| fred, and all whocome duly prepar'd; /and ſancerely 
dt6accept tthe ſame, ſhall be aflur'd'of them > 
hither do'God's Miniſters exhortall! tocomein the 
ppointe> r way. And what's the effe&t of” their 
| Welt ?; wby She moſt make light of #r.  Hirher tg'this 
| ' arp people calPd to; give up ther{elyes to 
God, ENG the truth of their ſorrow for fin; and 
to renew their reſolutions againſt it, and ſq toreceive 
a ſcaled Pardon, and a Title to life everlaſting ; - but 
For their parts they have no ſuch liking to theſe ſpiritus 
al good things which areſo freely rendered them.” Fhe 
truth is, their _ as Lerkang! are loth to leavez for 
they ſee n9 ytt in them; nay , they think the 
my rut rp at. preſent , and Nay _ Gb 
emſeive yon hk Yah the thoughts of that miſchief 
they may hereafter dothero, and therefore they, have 
no Fich hich: thoughts of Chriſt far his being able 40 
-mortifie and remove their luſts, and fo to faye theni 
fromphe miſery thele wg ldvings) >them to Phey can 
-very hardly be perfwade ny ſich excel- 
-Jencyin an $4 Pe that Ge pe an ſo ſpeedily, and 
falemnly refolve upon it.. . A oh they can like 
I" _— to, po.to Heaven, when t o mult needs 


lezve 


Glory. —Nay ,;if thizbeall] 


rech-Conts ih do 
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leave this World, yet they loo n thatday fo far 

that they are inno/-preat haſt of making fare REIT 
rare happineſs, buit think it tnaybe'timeengugh rods 
that a great while hence. And can any man wonder, if 
thoſe whoare nomorglenſible of any benefit they bave 
by Chriſt ,- are'very {lack and neghgent 1n.a thankful 


' remembrance of his death, and of thoſe benefits which 


thereby we enjoy and: hope for , which is the, great 
<nd of celebrating this Sacrament? No marvel if ſuch” 
as theſe always find one excuſe or other, to keep away 
from thar which they have-no more love to , andthe 
neceſſity and advantage whereot,.they. are no more ac- 
quamted with.” If there was but any marer-of-gain to 
be got by it , dny thing which made tor.thefleth,, we 
ſhould need no fuch -adoto get them thither..We may 
be wm if the King ſhould _ proclaimthat he-would 
ive {1x pence a-pieceto all t r throughout Low- 
Nov that would ours ro White-bell, tt AGE. 92 
nothing but the: knowledg: of it ro-getth yr, pan 
O whatrunningandcrowding, & craving would there 
bet He need'not ſendany to beſecch and 
perſwade them to receive his Charity. But when the 
Soverergn Majeſty of Heaven and-Earth by his Heralds 
proclaims to all;Ho every one that i willing, let bimmpre- 
pare bimfelf,and come hither and receive an earneſt of in- 
finite and everlaſting treaſures, there are few will accept 
the offer,as if it was of no value; !and asf the 
was' miſtakes when he prefers the blood of Chriſt be- 
fore ſuch rible things as Sihver and Gold... Nay 
Ple warrant youzunthoſe Pariſhes where you ſhall find 
fo fewata Communion, did but any rich man amongſt 
them-make a Feaſt ; and invite thewhole Town tout, 
you ſhall 6nd' burtfew ſtay 'at-home. But now when 
God-himſelt callsrhemto hjs Table: and there hath, 


Provided them food'which came from Heaven,true Spy- 


Hitual 


( #4) 
fithal Manna;evern the Body 4nd Blood of Chriſt, which) 
1s meat and drink indeed , they find no.great appetite, 
to this Banquet: All the words they hear, of it. 
work not with thenj : for i all ſuch caſes *risnot other, 
mens words and. o that we zudg by , but:our, 
owngeliſh and And whit men have gotſuch: 
corrupt dilj ns Sema and carnal affeAtions that they ſa- 
your only Noſe things which -are grols and earthly 
like ieelves what wonder is it if they undervas«. 
lue that which is ounfuitableto them 5 andin which 
they can feel no more taſte than-ids the White, of. an 
Egg.:A Swine prefers his own {will before the-gregteſt, 
Dainties that can be provided; and # valuptuqus {in- 
ner that is inthe mud of feſhly pleaſures y 


would not exchange conditions wath. the. | 


To thar always behelt the Face, of 


Oh whirher. 
what a low and: fad eftare. is it faln, that ir-hnds ſweet- 
neſsin any thing rather than in that which is truly pleas 
fant ? How chearfally and contentedly.can people fer 
themſelves to anything rather-than to thar ouly, work 
which Got} bath, v,  -—ons them, -eventhe working 
out uf their Salvation ? From morningto night they _ 


followthar worldly —_—— w_—_—_  complaining,and 
knownothow to:fÞend: in ſeven, nor one 


hourin xday'in _— Grvice ty 
of their -own' Souls; Ob what. pains do many. poor 
rack take,onely. wo get a liveliboodinthe world,aqd,yet 
think ev fe worth no .or care. at all: 
'Fhey /can'be [content to'ſpend m——_ arid 
Nrrengrh,and hangin 20 lay out t 


cir money. 
nr at which not: Bread,and'tolabour for thewind ;; 


when God faith; (Give me: your hearts, he 4 detit 
ws it. This carclefs/ mnnvaials had but Houſes _ 
Lands 


is the Soutef mak degenerared } into! 


; for thefaying 
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{15 ) 
Lands, Money n& Goods, proffered thetn.cin the- has 
terms that Heaven ig,how greedily would they lay hold 

on them ? If a rich man ſhould er them ,, | Lowe but 
this Gold more thaythe Dirt under your feet,ond you part 
baveit ; O how quickly-wouldt 7 purchaſe it ; and 

ciever think the condition bard! If the poor Tan was 
enjoyned ro prefer Bread beforea Stone,and to defirert 
more,and therritſhould be given him, do you thank he 
would ever be withour it? And yer when © the Blefled 
God offers them ten» thouſand tunes greater mercics 
upon fuch terras-29 theſe ; they refuſe them, as if they 
were required to do ſome grearthing', for that which 
was not worth their Labour. What > God command 
us,but to love himſelf morethanempry creatures? "T'o 


_ value arteverlaſting Kingdom before the frail comforts 


of rhis thort life ? and yer-we willwtdo'it. Hebudg 
, Even our Souls, more: than 
thefe vile Bodies; and to taks moſs Care for that which 
deſerves molt, bs hit the more excellent. When he 
ohm bo tot - and itmbrace holineſs ita 
” y Baba of that whith wnll\do-yor 
m_— rf fd norhe kl ao you 
of Liberty and Freedom , and 
Fr not R Prifes ind Bettrs: be in Heal:b, and nat in 
Sickneſs ; and yet then will-not be perſwaded." Wher 
God {aith , prefer my pleaſant Service , Fans 
Bondage of the Devil, and thou ſhalt be he II 
ever; ; be doth at were ſay, Bo br Grd lang to 
pr nn fs here ; and rho frak hire -in heya 
Fin. jrioſtalre 1 un Anduponithisi is 
that nor only God , butall- the world, yea, thetnſeiver 
will for ever lay the blarne of their deſtruQtion , by cheer 
reſolvednefs and” *vilfulneſi # the'ways of ſm, rhey 
are mercileſi murderers of their own Soul, The-De- 
vil may remptand-he world may allure; but they.can 


nor 


(16. )» 


rot force them to ſin. | There is ane all thoſei 
mullions that periſh, who-can truly; ſay + that he was, 
unfeignedly willing roi have fav'd bimſelf, but could. 
not. Bur as for thoſe thaz periſh from, among Chriſti- 
ans, they haveleaſt of all to plead intheir own exculz.. 
For they ran becn choad na beſought againand a-. 
gas -to put 2way theirevil doings, $0 renpunce their. 


ſts and turn to the good ways ot God.,. and yer they, 


would not hearken.. (What though'the Devil entic'd. 
them to wickednef6,did not God's Spirit alſo mgye up-; 


ontheir. hearts, to have drawn way holineſs ? Bur: 


they. who knew nor how toreſe/t che Dewulas they. were, 
p= abange ;could reſiſt wed mints 
the Spirit of Grace; Whalt they knew not hoy to re ject, 
nor get .away from a fGioful Companion. they could, 
—_ off their Miniſters: and I godly Friends. with far de-, 
mials,if not with c Jeers. Whaxt wg the. 
Was Cravin ry Lorie fruit, .unlaytul plea- 
| ya and ſati 2. Yet did not, Co cience contra= 
didt and check it? __ then thould fleſh, which had 
noreaſon for ns deſires;.be hearkned toand obeyed ,. 
whilſt Cooſcience, whichs the Yoice of God, muſt js 
{ſighted and Glenced ? Tell me, whoever thou art 
makeſta Trade.of ſi, and liveſtipthe negle®t We 
Duty to God that niade thee, ape kee ps.thee alive, =_ 


the ſerious ON kat his glorious. Majeſty, ang all his, 
wonderful works and mercies ; he ho ſcelt no need 
of beating or reading God's Word, of conſtant Prayer * 
or recewing Sacraments, that ct olf the thoughts, 
of Dearh and Judgment , and art. careleſs of making, 
preparations for = ſame : Tell me Lbeſeech thee, 
what's the reaſon of ſach a wretched. {inful courle as 

this ?1s.it becauſe thou knowelt no better ? Walt thou, 


never 


ffer deſpight to, 


-" 1 ws wt. ow, a RVWbMGa 


accounting it the dulinaſhot 4 few ſerve and ho-,, 
nour him, bur/gors from one day to:another without, 
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(17 *] 
never told how! thou oughteſt to behave thy ſelf ?Dig'f 
thoy. never hear who it-is puts men upon fin, 
what wages they have forit at lengeh? Didf thoy ne- 
ver cead nor bear ofa Saviour that Cane to IL 
ro \repentance and holineſs, and laid down otng 
= all that will be his faiehful followers 4nd Servants 
I's very ſtrange indeed if thou haſt lived in” any Ak 
dark corner, that thou wett never acquainted with theſe 
rarters ; bur it is moſk Tikely thou haſt heard them a- 
in'and agam, but all hath beeg'to 16 purpoſe. What 


oft thou not ktiow Who made thee, and why thou walt © - 


made be tink few Children but ni alfiver i par ro 
tits as theſe, © and yet How ſew-men thare 
them, or that live as knew rhern'! | | 
Thicke ate indeed many to be found,eſpecially of he 
meaner {6t, who tell you ents cannot read \, nor "afe 
Book-learned, 'and tHetefore they hope God will hold 
Pequire ch 


then excuſedand not 'them', but yer 
bla ih | to look totheir ba- 


willmg to tearnſb wi | 


do'they thinkthi 
J ITE _ neg 


uch' Ak Ning? "ar none y- bvn 0g an- 
derſtand'or do then? "They can tell ,asfimple as hey 
are,that the light of the Sun is greater utrbel light © 
a Candle; that Gold js berrer than Braſs; thataRihg 
x above * Conftable:! "rhat'i ir betret ro have an cftate 
of their own, which they ſhall enjoy as long asthey bye, 
to be Tenants to another, ro beturned ous when 
will. Do they know _ things, and is it any lidrdet 


ro 


(88). 
tg t God wh e thi tt 
ps G45 og] Pale. Ot y 
ch he made, and therefore ſhould be 
eatures? That he who- is Lon 
FE that to be ike him, 
vp s t: that” a certain, 6 
(ng re-wo Ort rth. than ſhort, uncertain 
-here Hy 7411 theſe 1 Te knew well e- 


rt their by tap : hey We ann, e perlc 
ho. that, were fac By $ - 


"EL of bes þa and gall 
n ay, born are told of. | 
Deb Trand © T9 7h wo _— nya And | 


wo VEN 
Shoe Soi REY enough to. 


10; 


y.cyer payed, an 
SCUM tho can kall both 
fat oh ch eel ripers ler; 
s ye a Pa ergiven 

wee any a FEY: 


Mao asto rs 1 NO o; # jel Foy in) 
eb abquttheir- {Oh they. can 7h 
nd Evidences! to 2 Lawyer Fl and: pra m ro ,perule 
han” andrell them how the, cals ir Aer Wit h.chems. 
And what, could they get no Been read the Bible or 
lone 820d Book to x exn,that mightdiretthem inthe. 
way tg WOW. of Or could they not have REURPA 
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carefully tot ar Miniſter, whilſt he was relling them, 
what they maj do. $9 caght t] acy not E gone t& 
him in private, and at deſired tart | for 
their ſouls? Nay, th os : few, 


by one; or Ee oft theth cati it; = 5 
have en "$41 ſpare titne ve read” 

roge SEOgrt +5 and difconrſed! ane WE or the: 
ate of their Soul s, and what was to be done invrder'ts 


but can ſhew diligence: and kill eno 


- everlaſting happineſs? 'Tle plain wh ko , therearefey 


k in #y Word<' 


T ly trifle, that they think doesat all coficerh ir 
.. CR 


(as T hinted before) they y are ſo inſenſible bale 
rage that's to be got by minding the things 
that nip pk them: as matter robes 


conlideratian of th e krue s 
TN and ſupt yg offer 
e great deſigh whereo cof 15 to help Hon 


tw..an happineſs ſuited to its Nola "Were 


the ſou itſelf be for; tten , how can it other /iff be 
Rey will be fag +andt the Duty Hg 


to.hzm neglected? For thou wif we werein enuous, ' 
his.m 


excies to our bodies might engage us td ofe and 
brug tum; andthe moſt carnal men may 16 fat retti6g-" 


d; as to look for health and wealth ve: ky ork 


== bim; zYet this cannot bring then tay 

cartineſs in Religion ,' w hich <9 

denyingthe fleſh; and thinking ay Moore thing i 
below : and therefore 1 ne man erve God as 


8h bur he who.believes that he rewards his yi 
C2 
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Servants with: an everlaſting Happineſs in the fruitiot! 
of himſelf: for nothing but the hopes of this can bear 
out men in thoſe difficulties of ſuffering and obedience 
wang may be cGall'd to. Bur if men have no re- 
rheir Souls, neither will they rake any heed to 
Pp caſe Goats make it their” buſinefs to' pet to Hea- 
ven hereafter , which is nothing elſe but a tate of hap- 
rt principally pores for a reaſonable foul in the 
off. enjoyment 0 Fea ; neither will they take” care ro 
prevent t x Jang. into Hell , which is that ſtate of 
mile 'Whereinto' they that f get God are tufned , and 
y appointed for the IN nent of the Sou!, Aid 
hee it will uloogtably follow, that they will under- 
ve the work of redemption , "and diſfegatd rhe Lord 
HE kb this i work i in behalf of the Sons of 
To to recover. their Souls to-God, to purchaſe the 
of ſin, and enable them ſincerely to pleafe God, 
prevent | datffiation, and bring them to 
ternal plory, -Andif they have no eſteem for Chriſt, 
then needs muſt they ſlight the Word and rec rout 
| lin; they ſhould be brought to acquattitanice with 
pd intereſted in,and: related to him,androreceive 
<nit.uh of grace fromhim. 
"he though thereare few that will acknowledge 
hemſelyes = of fuch ignorance of themſelves, ſuch | 
co LA © WY and Glory, and of Chriſt, the 'way - 
hers yet their ations do too plainly ſhew jt. For 
copnly if they } ad any trueknowledge of their own | 
» they: could.not but take more pains to ſave them 
Fonts do, even our of love to themſelves; wheh'as 


0; to. 


Fu 


now they ne! &in alltheir lives, many of them; are {0 
er as once rqu krY ſeriouſly to ask "the eſtion, how 
ſhould, do to 11 No, rior evet withdrew them- 


{e] 66g) into 1wwate for an hours time on ſet purpoſe to 
conhder w at their ſpiritual condition: 1 is, and Ts 
they 
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( 21 ) 
they ftand related ro God, whether as friends or cne- 
mies, and whither they muſt go when they depart our 
of this life. And tell me then, do theſe people indeed 
remember to any purpoſe that they have fouls that mult - 
either be ſaved or damned for ever? What though they 
may ſometimes hear Sermons, or read the Bible, yet do 
they uſe when they come home, or when they have laid 
alide their Books , ſoberly ro think of what they have 
read or heard? Dothey con{ider how it concerns them ?. 
Dothey examine themſelves by the Word, and apply 
it home to their own conſciences, and ga their i 
by it? -Dg they regard it as that by. which they muſt 
ſhortly be judged ? And though they may ſometimes 
put up a Prayer to God, yet do they perform this, du- 
ty as ſeeing any need of it, taking any. delight mit, ar 
as expecting any good fromit? Do they before-hand 
think what they ſtand. in need of, and (o PDR for 
a ſupply of their wants, not only of. their Bodies, but 
Souls, 1n as good earnell as they. can, ask their neigh» 
bour for any thing they lack.. And: iq the very at of 
praying have they any awe or ſenſe of God upon their 
Sprrits, asthey would have, if rhey were purcing up a 
Petition .to- a_ Prince or-Judge ? And do they nund 
what they have been about when they cometfrom the 
Duty ? Do they carefully wait for an. anſwer of their 
Prayers,and paricntly expect thoſe bleſſings, which they 
delired from God, ſuch as-ſtrength againft fin, and 
grace to ſerve him ?_ And do they dowhat 1s in their 
power to procure what they pray for ?. Thus you may 

ſure it would be with them, if they were.in good ear- 
neſt ia their Prayers... For when they go to any grear 
man to requeſt a favour trom. him, they artend what 
anſwer he makes, and their thoughts are much upon it, 
and they are deeply concerned for the fucceſs of their 


requeſt. Though they have been ; baptized into the 


2 Name 
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Name-of Chriſt ,*yet do | they ever uſe to think what 
they are thereby 'enigaged to',' andice to anſwer thar 
Engagement? And ſuppoſe they do ſometimes-corte 
ro ek comiunion, Vet did 'they ever come ito it with 
ſuch a kind of Spiritual appetite and expeCtation 'of 
ſtrength and benefir, as they go to an! ordinary meal * 
Or are they carefal before-hand to. fit | themſelves for 
the Duty fo as to profit by it'?* Whatever they may 
pretend , it js moſt manifeſt that Religion is not ta 
hi by them , for the great work of their lives They 
are far from ſpending their time', and buſying'their 
mirids like men'that were ſent mts the world on pur- 
poſe ro ſerve'God; which rheF can Tay 4s! the" reaſon 
why God mide them. | Ir is/not their chief ſtudy aud 
work fo: ro kttbw 'and pleaſe their Maker, and to-ger 
their Peace mide with him throogh the Lord: Jeſus, 
thatthey may live with him hefeafter-inGlory forever. 
Nogno, tothe Conſtiences of theſe men dare appeal, 
"thisis the leaſt mitter of a thouſand 'with them, and 
there's ſcarce any thing which'they: lefs regard. They 
hear their Minifter hour theſe things, as'it hewas.rel- 
ling thema ſtory*of no 'concerment”, or ſpoke" ifi'a 
ſtrange Language, which they underſtood 'not; Was 
he but refling then the way to thrive in'the world,and 
t ſtore of riches;they would hear him more attenifive- 
1y, and remettiber better what heGiid"ro ther 7,” anl 
-nor think they had-done enotigh when they hadftood 
* in theChurchTor an hour as now: they do. He that 
hath made any tryal,may eaſily ſeethat this ſort of pets 
ple do not give” the ſarne heed to'one tht diſcourſerh 
to them about th matrers of their Souls, as they do 
"ro him that ſptaksot earthly things. Tf you talk with 


* a Citizen about tnstrade, or with a Country-mana- + 


'botit his Corn,” gr Catrel, orthe weather, or any the 
the like ſubjects,” they can hold <1{courſe with Fou well 
4 enough ; 
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barkingot 2Doge!FF1 
malt ſcrious nate | Exhort ions you £ 


IE 
i 
gs Hs -M 


: ears 
EY; wa as : bab bath ap 
ES hetle ; fo m the IE 


ment, A ang 


a man knows how ta ſpeak. Nay many times 
be taken up with other things ſo.much, as not Lira 


wards Freartabes i ; but Fre FE CI .moved 


Wind, as wi 
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them. And z09eeg bak, can ates ny nn > 


ſure to hear of hinge gt 
ment, but 23x were.o Phe ak? Word Fnar 
the p pln Court 0% yra Iavgh..an - wander 
at. a Scholar that ralk to man Latin, or mak 


+ tedious. diſco [es of an pay int, I; Philoſophy, 
ugh, he ſpoke, in Plain Eng oliſh'd Whar's allthis to 
pn ot. underſtands as, not, or. if he did » he.may 
{houldh poi ite Ap And daes.not 
the V ord Bt God Fe us that the,-atural maj rec ar 
4h things of of the Spirit þ they ſeem Fig See 
Ry e they are pred 4 cer 
FpFragion by, che Hpyiity to,r ſa faalig Tn 
range as It was to NN, 
it {Sj 7 d por ſome 3 = Ss Potion : 
e things that we hear of, alt yet them 1s., 
= empty ſound ,, thas, ſignifies n thing Whergio = 


no.marvel, if, they, who. think ſa, deldom., and under- | 
ſtand fo little of God _ Chriſt, anda work of Grace 


C 4 to 
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to be yropght on 5 go ck hearts, are no wore affected nor 


of them. phogenceh Tf han? fa 
cle t ; What * 
Thouldthey op » chem JE "They canpt by all 
you ſay, get one pegny morein their purſe, nor ameals | 
neat, nor a ſuir of pres JoTE arp wt cſi- 
rable enjoyments they arc a red with, Ang its'no 
wonder, *when we conlider 'the Te of 1 the 
'cominon ſort, if they be nk a wretchet temper. For * 
perhaps they 7 ere born and broughtp by parems ie 
LT G3, 1H that Kne "W not how! ro acquaint them what © 
+: thyeiry e for, in any ſuch tnanner as waslikely rp 
em good; . and.i it may be,never ſo muth as ſee them 
to Schoo) , to learti” to read Englifh ; and in their | 
Allk years it catiior be thought they ſhould. have 
h underſtanding in Religion, when they think ' of 
Jirtle elſe bur Hake meat and play; and when they 
90, uÞ to riper Jeats, they are ſet co Trades, and to 
Ffor rhe Jivihgs : (1 et of the ieantr fort, ; 
and when they to be icttled in the” world, an 
have Wife and children, ' they they have enough 1 ro 
do to ' povide for their Families 3 and: cannot if "y , 
rime'tolearn the way to Heayen, "and if they live 
be'aved, they chink themſelves x00 o1d to learn, and 
are tgo deep rooted in their ways to be” drawn. to for- 
fake them withour little fefs than a miracle , and {6 
hen multitudes even within the ſound. of the Gol: 
"that live _apd* die jn ltmentable i ignorance and 
[pd nels. T know all this while inevery eſtate and . 
Sj cnh Rk they paſs, th#® moſt have oppor- 
rinities for learning ew Arp” if they bad any. heart 
to Hi > their minds are ſtill poſſeſſed with ſome 
thing elſe. 
And though they may be ſomewhat conſtant in keep- 
ingrheir edge this being 4thing they have a/vays 
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been wors to, before they knew what they did , they 


Nill hold 0n.1nacuſtomary manner, withont guly con- 
fidering what t Nome ettes for ; not thinking that 
the Miniſter to tbe, and about matters that are 
for life or death : the diſcourſes alſo which they hear 
har they are liketo EY, 


lefs E/exagporek bare ey 4 Tyne ad 
clear knowledge of the. chief pcints of Religion, 


may enable hank rounderſtand and profit by Sermons. 
And though fram Childrenthey may ſome of them be 
able to repeat their Creed, and Commandements, and 
Lord's Prayer, yet truly it is verycalie tofay 
a thouſand times without, being. much ; 
them, or well ngeeong them, only patteringthem 
over by rote: c ſpecially if they never had theſe {4 
ples clearly laid open andexplained to them..; 
be alſo many of theſe 1 never had any particular Yoke 
counſel th them : repding to awaken thera to anap- 
prebiaſon of their condition, to convince them al their 
inand miſcry þy nature, and. put them upan ſearchin ung 


fy earneſt afrer the-way:to.cſcape damnatzon, 
1 0y happy for eyer. Or + they have been ſoexhort- 


| red,yet they will not be vo to think of theſe things 


ſoundly" by themſelves, . and tg ſeek God: by Prayer 
for direction | and aſſiſtance, It 2 15S NO ealie nor . trfling 
matter for a a may wholly ro change his thuu hts, pur- 
poles, affeCtions ,and manner ;ot life , as. all muſt do , 
that turi) fro yo to true godlineſs. Socha change as 

this 15not qirls to be wrought without much confide- 
ration, wy loker ſettled reſolutions on mart*s part, to 
which the grace of God would not be wanting to make 
them Ak | know itis alſothe grace of God thax 
puts upon them, but yer a 1s Man fumſelf that by the 
aſliſtance of this grace foult thus Conſider, and thus Re- - 
folve. But now when ſhould people f ſet upon this work 


of 


br have Jer ” 
-tbitripmg, or elſe are Heknc | 
aRtion;'or ſorne trowu c hath befaſn them puts 
their" rtnnds'vat of ofder;, or ſome ha inels and pro- 
bf nd on on up 'wath a bens flaſhy joy.; 


ni 61, 2a gin Ks fie 5 Ta 
n a, ng tnennclves 4 
== nb: ſach Cit theſe 1,dare ſay fill 


LES of Mk from'one yearsend to ano- 
er wh 
are Cs) Tha then preſent jy they are ſet about 
anthent *t day; andwhilſt the pteſer 
workopoor 
nll it is*tþb hte, and thent in vain 0 they Fepe nt to al 
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lives. Ti: and ſuch like 
Oyun con cometnto their minds a5 ſhon' as oa 
Mi Per, or light int6ſome company that takes 
them up for that day, che like hap $tc 0 Gina 
enief for the: folemn pe 
Pt. treat wot k-ef Repentiin et is b Fg Hi pats of O 


Etermty that they dil tbr” repent 1h Trae. Now it 
could-not'be that hey ever ayes vi ih 5 Fa 
or hour forthe confidetxton of, ' m6 fatting 


work wag were ſentinrothe yorld for;, Mt t i Pr "ihe 
up In the cotrſt” 'ofthetr lives I, rachs 
deep- © Cogtll opihnromn,” i their on him ere , is 
80 makethis life n3*comfortable ns the (oe "and Hao 
fore that'ts get food,/arid raiththt, and Fiches for them! 
ſelves and their hAdeek 1, t'enjoy ; pledtlres, and be well 


'E. 


accornted of m rhe world, are the beft things which can 
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be imagined; whereupon they wholly ' tives 
rothe atrainmentof eſe things; and "oh they off a - 
giddy heedlefs manner, ntyer's ll exanining. w1 h 
this their ay be not their folly, © nor raking trwch notice 
what rhe premGples and opitiohs are, wh 1 Ve bi 
greateſt power upontheir lives', and whence tHetr a&ti- 


ons low; which principles may be ſo wrought intotheir 


' narvres , 'tHarthey ſhall lead andrule them whillt they 


are ſectet, and riot diſtinAtly known and weiphed. And 
indeed this coniceir, that the pood things of his Tit, 


eatre 


our corrupted natures, which bling fn offforiyGol 


Fa 
>. 


d rhe 
hive 


and contrary to im; enclines vs to ſeek hp T 
where, rather than'in rerofhibg to his love. h to 
Childhood, arid for” ſome 'years after, we' have vey 
weak apprehenſions of any thing bur what before us, 

cingAwholly rul'd by our'feaſes. And when our wiſe- 
rable naiſtakes bave once taker root”, and are Become 
natural to us, its'one of the hardeſt things in\ the; world 
to be' freed'from them : for we are prone to*be {of cone 
ceited of our'own ways, thirwekte by 'no' ries wil- 
ling tobe 'eofſtradifted;;” much lefs, ro call, our. ſelves 
fools for all'We have done; and'begin the wutld ANEW 3 
asif we had ever ſer one ſtep forward in the ripht way, 


rs one rear cauſe of rhe miſtakes and deſtruftion of 
men, that wheti they come into the world, they chuſe. 
rather 16followthe examples of their neiphbburs than 
the 


(28) 


therefore they take to thoſ actions, and that manner 


of life which they ſee others fyllow, withour well think-' 
ing whether do gary or not : uſt as if a man; 
| ſee acompany of people tipop the way running. 
as for their lives, pretending that they are in purſuit of 
ſome great matters, and thereupon ſhould preſently ſer 
in with them, and run along as taſt as they, without far-' 
when. 


ther enquiry what they look for; till at len 
they ans all end he ives they had a: ah 1 


bur perhaps.to nth ies, which when they have, they 
Go. W 


know not whatto do with; gs to lay hold on ſome pret- 
ry bird which they could norgyertake : even thus when 


aman ſees thoſe aboyr him /yoring apd Jaing, ſtrivin 


and ſweating to get es and lands , and alloutward' 


enjoyments ," he thinks jt needleſs to enquire. whether 


amies be yorthy all _ dar; 0, gate rake! 
or gra : tor ſure, may he think e men are-ng. 
fooks, but k As 


now well cnough- what they do, and there- 


fore without deliberation upon the mATLET , he joyns 


with the reſt in labouring and contriving for theſe 


worldly things, taking allthe pleaſure mthem that they 
will poſſibly yield. Andwhatever help is afforded them. 


for the carrying on of this gelign, they will readily and 
thankfully comply with, It yoy ſupply them with what 
they wete ſecking for, they will greedily receive ir, of 
if ybu will giye them ſure Eos hay ro get it, they 
will hearken' td you, and diligently follow your advice, 


Bur whatever is preſented , that no way conducethta 


cheſe their carnal ends, .that which makes them no 
richer nor higher jn the world, nor gives thcic ſenſes 
any delight-, 1s like to be altogether flighted-by therp. 


What mean thoughts therefore muſt they needs have of. 


Sermons, Sacraments, and all Spiritual advantages 
_ which 


Cons ordand dye examination of things; and ' 
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YT mortal Souls can only be nfide 


( 29) 
which are only means for the getting of an happineſ# 
quite of another nature. from that they are (ceking af- 

I hope this farge Preface (which indeed Ididnorde- 
fGgn) will not be altogether uſeleſs, nor ſeern impertr- 
nent ; ſince they who ſo little care for hearing or rea- 
ding God's Word, for P rayer or receiving Sa ts, 
who are liffleſs to all duties, and feel no ſweernefs in 
them , all ſuch may hence learn what is the root and ' 
ground of this diſtemper, what it that makes them our 
ury proviſiotiswhich all 
healchfi Souls do fo dearly love, ever beeuuſe their 
fecret, but moſt powerfuly thoughts are; thar they bots 
nothing better than their Bodies to provide for; and 
16 do this is the thiefeſt buſineſs they bave | "and hut 
ndthivi; is of awy great uſe hich makes not for this enid.. 
Put it would bequite otherwiſe with thetn,ifthey were 
indeed dearly convinced, 'and ſoundly perſwaded&rhur 
they have fouls which will never die,- and thur theſe 
are the beſt pare, and deſerve moſt care , and are as' 
mack t6'be pteferred before'the Body asa Mari before 
the Horſe which he rides on ; and that rheſetheir ith- 
fade happy by the favour of 
God,out of which they atefallen by tnning againſthim, 
and rhat the great work of this life 1s to ger all breaches 
made up berwixt God and them;that ſo when they leave 
this world , they may be reſtored to pertet happineſs: 
the enjoyment of God; and that they can/no way 
be thus recoricile&to God-but by Jefus Chriſt, by wbole- 
merits and meditation their ſins may he pardoned, and 


. by whoſe holy Spirit: (which is given by the Father 


& 
through him) they can-oaly be {6 GI fpdi- 
fied, that they may be made meer for the inberitance of 
the Samts in the heavenly light of God's preſence and” 
love. Was the ſound belict of theſe plan , great, and: 


commonly 


(30) 


hegrts o pot as to aver-poyer and 
fections, we ſh ivethemto be other kind 


of perſonsityall cheie behaviour, if they took it fos the | 
buligels of theiplives tor out their Salwation, being , 


in_the world to do. 
butchis,and what is in; order-to 1t,then, would they di- 


conyinceg:thas. they had nothing 1 


ligently;labour aſter a faving knowledge of acrucified 
Chricubighcamprebendein in4t the whole of Religion: 
And thentheywould highly prizeand diligently attend 
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ow lory which.God hath prepare . 
on an ceping.,of this Covenant. w oj 
their Rudy CD OCY th he! whole courſe fer 


life:;Nowthough conſidering theſe things at 
ppg fit method "Ran th A many 


min. the way'to 
ſent aa demonſirate ro wy that. cy 
ral/Souls; and that the love.of God is theis,. only, por-; 


ton, - and\that this .can.no way be; obtained, but by. 


the Lord:Jeſus., and then'19 what. 13 requized ta. 
make us partakers of happineſs -byihiza; dy aac 


things 


W irnotedintbe,) 
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things arein ame ſort knows, ke confelt 
FC of | by. TT ys 
rather.to SF found 
to, cantain to. dare and, ox 

egenier; 2 enant., Ang Ve ve Naſi 
with ſeas Sl thar thron him their {ee tant be, 
ſubd! ed'a ho ned , theinperſonsand [gay 
concal'd, to. Gad,,:that 3 fa rag bleied.tp 


i 

commumon with him. . And even thisus wo chick 

fen.in Wigdayn the following DireCtions to a due 

ie or ,. and a. night receiving of the Lord's 

HRPSrig and in giy er Dag/ovh er Hand Boy 
L 


quent performance of ithat rat Ang cer ypon 
our, Cover , 


of rteg i Gr. OR of = 
bor in, making this Covenant ,, Ind our faithfulneſs 
ol, keeping it» 36 the very bears and ſcopeaf 


Chriſcianity. 
; HON, in. treating. of this SubjeCt,, 28 ox. 
Hs EAR to come to.the.Lords,'Tan, 

(alals Tn isthar.to bereſted in. );but 
to 


2 mitt : COMNgto, and hearty, re+- 
Rn bo "then. to comets the. Sacra 
ment, - there Grim and renew their Covenant with. 


c {*0F, d, eſs, manngr.,,the, more - 
EE od L_ themſclyes,, For, this 
alc Mean ſolemnt Fear be Tiga ; make 
; i 3. upon mens ſpicits, | 
be lrngrimgrſ be Hagen perſwadedto this work , hagunegs 1c: 
much futedto ſenſe.it ſelf. Bur the grear.danges; 
a, leaſt the ſhould FER upon that which rheyaundery, 
ſtand.nor. #5 rcalon,of.,,, and, think they; have idane, 
enough by bare receiving the Sacrament, without Can; + 
fxderng to;what parpoſe they, do ity, which-would be? 
great madneks, Rot Wor canſequence;, jthan fora 
mag £9.run,and lay his hands upon the book.,; and kils.: 


it, 


P 


(32) 
it; and uſe the ike ceremonies oFan Oath , and never 
_w what eſe, ae afterwards think what be 


im. nice at = {rt nag dy inde: 


edeavour by God's af=' 


ſiſtance to prevent this mifcarria ge, by ſhewing whar's | 
the nn ne of this nee, ina Fight pat=! 
ria onliſts ſo much'of of eli on: ſince 


hereby Dy = man profeſſeth ad birmelf to be a 
fincere oben. Chriſhang net be underſtord 
by this compariſon before I come to ſpeak to it more 


fully, rhatthe tore ignoratit Reader may. the ſooner 


have thie nothpit fixt on His mind. It is muck' what, as if 


the Governour of i City, after thete had beeri Llediti- 


ous infurrettion of the Citizens, ſhould offer pz 
all thar would ackngwledge their fault , beg hi 
don, and return to their former fibjeQtion and peaces- 
ble behavior ; and moreover ſhould erent, All that” 
were thus affected , to come take a 

whith'be would give abroad ,'or to ks of 
which'be would orake on purpoſefor the hterta 
of ſuch; now would'ir not be madneſs,” and" grofs i im 
pales td Steel to receive this mo- 
ney, or go fit at this who were reſolved yer'to' 
continue their rebelloti', and would moploy that vety 
and the ſtrengrlithey received'tronf his rmeat,” 
him that gave them ; when'as hereby they were,” 
K wr their reſolutions to be faithful arid obedient ? 
Even'thas hath it pleaſed the Lord Jefus Chriſt, the _— 
deemer of rebellious degenerate mankind, to proc 
free and 'fall/pardon'to all that wilt haarkity fe 


of, and turn from their wicked-ways, and rake him for 


their Lord and Saviour, and ſabriiit to his direCtions for 
fheir attainment of happineſs; ' and withal he hath' 
corimanded all that will thus becorne his diſaples, 
felt tobe lifted under him by Baptiſm, ei / 


of ale 


i, 
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| 65) | 
vre viſibly .entred amongſt the :nymber of profeſſing 
Chriſtizns, and 2 ards they who were baptized.in 
" infahty afe to come”"to. thi Sacramental Fealt), and' 
therero joyn with their feſlow believers, in a perſonal 
profeſſion, of rþ&r wylingnebs and reſolution to, ſtand 
to tharCovenant; whereinto they were engaged by Ba- 
priſin, in teſtimony whereof , they eat the, Bread ,. ax 
drink the Wine, wherEby the Body and Bload tO 
15 repreſented, as | ſha)l' further ſhew aron.. , Now. 
would it not in like manrter, be a ſtrange piece of folly 
afid rnonſtrous hypocriſy, for any man to reſt fatizhed 
with his haying been baprized ,” of his receiving the 
[.ord*s Supper, and think hirnſelf therefore a Chriſtian | 
good enough , without taking care to perform thoſe 
promiſes wh.ch he then made , bur rather encourage 
himſelFin fin by the conſideration of whathe hath done, 
as if he'might rhe more ſafely rebel againſt God, be» 
cauſe he had expreſſy vowed againſt all ſich Rebellion ? 
Could there be. a mote Jeſperate,dangerous wickedneſs 
than to make ſuch a wilful miſtake ? ” And yet I with 
there be not thouſinds gailry oft.” Alas, alas! how 
few that have taken the earneit- peny,and wear Chriſt's 
Colours, that ever think to any purpoſe what they are 
hereby bound to? How many in effe&t renounce their 
Baprtitin by their ungodly lives : and either neglect the 
Lord's Stipper,” or come to it to pacific their Conſtien-. 
ces, that they may fit the more freely, rarher than to 
ſtrengrhen and engage themaſelves againſt eyery fin ? 
As for Baptiſm, I ſhall nor inſiſt 6n' 1t, though | grant 
tharthis is the leading Sacrament apponted for the te= 
ſtimony of our firſt being devoted to God, which en-.. 
gagement we ought to call ro remembrance, and renew . 
at the Lord's Supper, whereof atcording to my prargiſe * 
I now come to ſpeak. i ons Fl 
D CHAP, 


("34 ) | 
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That it is td do this (o celebrate the C cmmuvien) in rt- 
"7 E That jr includer rhe true Enonedg of ime. 


God's bleſſing) to, 2. conſcientious performance ofthis 
eat Dury , I obſerve there are two. forts of perſons 
ulty herein; eithey ſuch as neglect ir, orthat miſcarry 

and fail in the manner of doing it, Thoſe that neglect 

it are cither ſuch that do' it out of mecxwilfulneſs, as 
the grofly vicious, that will not, game to this Sacra- 
ment, becauſe they think this would lay an obligation 

n them to forſake thoſe {tms. which rhey never in- 
rnd art with, whatever comesont ;and the ſhupid 
ſe Mel onctha know not the warth,nor ſe the need 
of this Ordinance,ar any other duticsof Religion, who 


live as heatheniſhly;;as if they had never heard of God 


and Chriſt, and another world, nor dotbey care to be 
inſtrufted in theſe ptants , as if they were not at all con« 
cerned in them ? or elſe they are. ſich that abſtain from 
it out of doubring and fear , not thinking themſelves 
worthy, or not-knowing whether they are worthy. or 
not.” Of this ſort there arc many good Chriſtians, who' 
90 much indulge their own, melancholly and diſpan» 
dent apprehenhons,and alſo many weaker, but, I hope 


honeſt welk-meaning people, who ſeem to have a grear 


eſteem for this Sacrament, but having always heard 


what a dangerous thing it is to receive 1t.unworthily ,-.. 
dare_not venture uponxt, not being well acquainted 
withthe natnre and reafon of it , and being doubtful - 
whether they are fit to come ar-not, being allo, I fear, + 
1*-- - k@@'*: 


5 Fing deſirous to contribute ſome aſſiſtance. to' 
-thoſe that need jt , to-bring them. (. through 
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"miſcarriage in the doing of this duty , I mhean fa 
ruſh upon it tnorabrly and my, not well weighing 
- what they do; ind who, notwithfta IT acult 

thary atrendaheea the Lords Thble; continue theirold 


fades (38:2) = 
too landiid wow b no deling Ferit orin me. 
king preptatidi forit; #hd for ſich as theſe principally 
do | intend wy Dif6Figns: By thoſe that we gully 
4s 


nding therr' acuſto> 


ſinful Courſe of life. Theſe allo, Ihope, tmay recave 
ſome'betiefit from rhe foull6wing Diſcourſe, rogether 
with'the oft profane and ignorant , whilſt I ſhall en- 
deavour. plainly to ſhew the intention of this, Sacra- 
ment, and'perfwade them to attend rn mAare- 
pular' mater. For fince, id behalf of thofe for whony 
eſpetially I write this, my great buſineſs is to ſhew who 
It 1s that is worthy to partake of rhis Ordinance , and 
wherein this worthineſs doth confilt ; the merhod I will . 
rake ſhall be this, namely, to ſhew for what Porpore 8 
was appointed by Jefus Chriſt; and thence to d r 
thoſe Qualifications and Graces which are required in 
the Conyminitants, that they may receive it aright to 


thoſe | at 9 for which itwas appointed ;and after I 
by | 


have dotie this, I ſhall lay down ſome ar nts or Mo- 
tives to Quicket: all to come to, and celebrate itin this 
due tmaiiner , atid then briefly dire& thoſe that intend 
t# come. ; | 
_ Asto the firft, what was the reaſon and end why 
this Sacrament was appointed? T know not whence we 
ſhould be better informed, than by looking back to 
the time of 1ts firſt appointment, and co ſee.-what Chriſt 
tells us he did ordain 1t for ; and this we may find ex- 
prefly fet down, Lyke 2.2. 19. When he had brokethe 
Bread,and diſtributed, he adds, 7h do im remembrance 
of me. And the ſame words he ufed alfo after the deli- 
very of the Wine, as appears by rhe Apoſtle Sr. Pauls 
relation, who delivered unto then what be bad receroad of 
| D 2 —_ 


(.36.). 


the Lord, 1Cor,11, 244.2 5-\ Whereafter the giving 
the Cup,is added, Thy 


A 3 'So,thar;by rbjs 3t is plain, that 4he- great 
end of thi 


"Feſws, brift,and | eſpeciallythat we may keep up the meme- 
ry of * Aon mercy to mankind, his d vying, for us ; 
earth 
N 


4 Z 
ow. hence 1t follows, that 'they who are 11 ai capacuy 


a one as.1s deſcribed, rhou' mailt give God the praiſe, 


ſo great a mercy, and 


- 
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with all ſpeed and earneſtnefs ſee 'to'get thy tieart chan- 
ged, and thy wants ſupplied. And to this end: (ſince 1 
intend no other Applcation ) 1 ſhall nnder every Head 
endeavour £0 help thee m thy enquiry into 'the- ſtate of 
thy foul, and in rhy feeking after thoſe Graces which 
thou maiſt be conyinced thou'art deftiture of; and: haſt 
hitherto been content witholt them ; and im: this part 
] ſtall be larger, as taking it ro be moſt 'neceliary, 
though having [o large a fie1d before me, I ſhall labour 


'- toconhne my ſelf. 


t. Firſt then, in order to a right remembrance of Je- 
f1s Chriſt, rhere is neceflirily ſuppoſed # knowledge of 
him : for our memory contains only thoſe "perſons or 
things which we before have known: © How could he 
keep the Fifth of November, as a Thankſgiving for our 
deliverance from the Popiſh *Powder- Plot, who hath 
not ſomeknowledge beforehand \ that fucha Flot there 
was laid by the Papiſts , and rhat by divine providence 
we were delivered fromit ?: No more can arly man re- 
member Chriſt as he onght at the Sacrament, except he 
knows who this Chriſt is in; his Perſon and Narures, 
and what his Othces are, what he came into the world 
for, what he hath done, and. will do for us. Andin- 
deed this right knowledg-of Chrilt neccet{arily requires 
and contains a knowledg of all the chief pomts'of Reli- 
£10n_ of which I hope thou art norignoranit who owneſt 
the name of a Chriftian, I's a ſhame for rhee if thou 
art, having ſad; means and opportunities to inform 
thy ſelf, as thou enjoyeſt * having liberty to read thy 
Bible, plain Cate chifmes, and” orher good Books, and 
to hear Gods Word publckly preach'd. Norwirhſtand- 
ing all whichadyantages, I doubr there are many ro be 
tound, who axe very dark,&ven inthe firſt principles bf 
Chritiadity No not accouming ix any part of their buli- 


pets to:troable*their heads wirh ſuch marrers. And thar 
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. whicha man makes ng reat reckonmg of, nor- thanks 
himſelf much concerned in, though h may hear it an 
hundred times over, he'll ( ce have F 
into it, he that hath hear, bi at cer twice wit 
diligence and attention, applying his nund to it, as to 
Was. that isfor his lite.. Has hows a Phyſician a! 
reting him to a Medicine that will recover him from 
ſome diſperate diſeaſe, is far likelier (if he have the uſe 
of tns;reaſon ) ro take notice of , and fix into his mind 
what's told him, than another that fits by , who hold; 


himſelf nothing concerned in it. So ſurely if people 


thought it any great matter to fave their Souls far ever, 
they would ſoon ſee to get acquainted with the way 10 
Salvation, and nat remain in ſuch brutiſh zgnorance 
multztudgs do. - And for the help of ſuch 1 ſhalt run 
over thoſe Heads of Religign, which more efpeciall 
are required to enable us aright to remember Chri 
at this * AMR RD Feaſt, whick he hatheſtabliſlt 


in his Church. Know then that God at fiſt made nan 


in an bappy. eſtate, even Adam and Eve our. firſt Pa- 
" Tents, who it they had continued happy, fo ſhould, 
*.15 pobable,we their polierary have been too ; but the 
condition of their. comnning in that eſtate, being per- 
tet obedience to all God*s commands, they fell from it 
by breaking a partucular Command , eating of the 
Fruit of a certain Tree in the Girden of Eden, where- 
of God hath enj»yhed them not to eat, even of the Tree 
«f knowledg of good and evil, as you may read ar large 
Gez. 3. 7] bus their hearts were turned off frem God , 
and hxt upon the Creature, which was pleaſing to 


their ſenſes. - Hereupon they became hable to the 


wrath of God , whe had before threatned, that in tha 
day they eat thereof they ſhall dye the death , which in- 


cluded initall kind of miſcry, whatever it ſhould pleaſe 
| God toanflitt. "They being thus become {inners, they. . 
| begat + 


clear an inſight 
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of op wed conceived in "fo, and 

: for who cas bring a clean rhing 
4 hefidethar cotrupnon of nature 
which did tes Children, he guilt of their 
fin might alſs in'ſome ſort molt juſtly: wes imputed to 
chety, they being as common perfor, reprelente pl 
man who fell with them when they fell. 

their Children,as they grew up,betame guilty of aftual 
ſins in their own perſons,to whicktheir wicked natures 
did incline ther, which did tmore expoſe them to the 
wrath of God. This condition was the * Worl brought 
into by fin, become ignorant of God,p rone toall wick- 
ceJnefs, and deſerved th the greateſt wk ery , even ever- 
laſting rorment;and 1 inthis eſtare God tught juſtly have 
left tis;he might have given as up to our own hearts lufts 
and fo ong by oneas we came into the world,and rebell'd 


t Children 
bay a ſrrbn i 


againſt bim, might have deftroy'd us for ever without 


any remedy. Yerhe did yor ghus;but was pleaſed out of 


his own infinite wiſdom to provide for us a Saviour , | 


when we had thus yndonebur could not help our ſelves. 

And who was this Saviqur,but his own eternal only be- 
gotten Son , very God of very God, whoin fulneſs of 
time became min ," and by the power, of the Holy 
Ghoſt was conceived in the womb of the Virgin Adary, 
and born of her withour rhe leaſt {tainoffin, and was 
God and min nA wonderful manner unired 1 11 one 
perſon. "This was that Jeſus Chriſt, of whom we read.in 
the Gofpel, who' after he had. ſome time preach'd his 
Goſpel 'to-the ew), Ind down kis lite as a Sacrifice to 
make fatisfaor for the'fins of the world, and roſe a- 
gain on the third day, and after forty dayes continue 


ance 6n earth, he afcended into Heaven, and there: 1s 


exalted to fir otrche right hand of God in-that humane 
rlatufe which he allied, and there he :ves for everto 


make interceſſion, for vs, that the benckts he hath ft 
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chas*d\may be giyen,out tothe Sons of men; Apd theſt 
benefits are ſuch, that ſhew him+9 2 pee Saviour 
every way fited to. our-necelliries, Far, by. bis yaderta; 
king this work of our Redemptiop,he dud as it were 7<- 
prieve the world, and kept us fra: being luddenly der 
{trgyed by divinguſtice, which otherwile wauld have 
laid hold on vs, and.-did obtain for ys that we ſhould, be 
tried once again for or lives, ſaghart aur: hrlh Fall 
ſhould not .be our damnatian, jt we would accept.of 
the way of Salvation which he had procured for,, ;and 
revealed to.us. Now ſince our firſt byppinels did:cony 
fin our heing like ta God, being righteous/and holy 
and obedient to him, that ir might appear that Chrait 
confulted for his Fathers Hanour,as well a5 aur intereft.; 
the way $0 Salvation which he appointed was this, 'Thay 
we. ſhould love God above all ,, and [count jt-qur 
greateſt happineſs to be reconcild wo him, that we 
ſhould himbly acknawledg and. repent of all our fins , 
of nature and practice whereby we had provoked his | 
anger agunſt us, and be lincerely wilhag to live 1g | 
obedienceto his Laws, and that we ſhould own hianthe 
Lord Jelas as our anly Redeemer, and Jepend upos 
hign only for ability to. perform the {e conditions, and < 
to obrain the pardon 5f fin and the favour of God upon / 
pertarmince of them. . And then that, we might have } 1 
this abilicy, who by the fall were became weak and una- ; 
C 
n 
f 
if 


ble for good, bur ſtrongly bent to evil; Chriſt by his, * 
death abtained of the Father, tharithe holy Gho the, + 
third Perlon'of the Trinity, - ſhould be 1mploy*d r5, 
bring 'men+ to tie pertormance of; thoſe conditions 
which Chriſt required of all whomhe would fave: And, x 
accordingly the Ho'y Ghoſt, in pyrſuange ot this wark,,. 
did inſpire the Apaſties and ther tallowers to write and, | tt 
preach the' Goſpel,” and ſcaled tothe truth of it wah, | 6: 
miracles, for the conviction of all thur ſhould AF lh | b 
| - | 
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And.in ſame. places in all ages harh'e men'ta 
maker known. And moreover this Holy Spirit doth 
eccompany the Word to the hearts of the Hearers j and. 
where he is received, doth'enlighten the mind ,"and 
ſoften the hearr,and heal, and change, and fandtifie rhe 
nature of man; and reſtores hinvto the ge of his 
Maker, and begetsin tum a ſtrong love to:Gog/z»and a 
W1:lingnels to-pleaſe him in all rhmngs, and brings him 
19 ankearty ſorraz for, and 'an harred of all his finszand 
inclinesand-enables him to come ro. Chriſt, ro beheve 
in him, to love and highly to eſteem him for chis work 
of Redemption which he hath wrought, aſcribing ir 
wholly to. his merit that he hath hopes of mercy trom 
God, and any power to pleaſe him. And thenfor all 
thoſe who by this aſhſtance of the Spirit are made wil- 
ling thus jo c-me to Chriſt;and to God by him, for theſe 
Chriſt hath purchasfd, thar their ſins ſhould be forgiven 
them, and greater meaſures:of the Spirit 'beſtowed'on 
them; ina ward, that they ſhould have ail rhings good 
for them here, and be received into everlaſting glory 
hereafter. Bur all they who: rejeCt theſe offers of fancti- 
ticatzon.and ſalvation, ſhall die 1n their fins, and be 
everlaſtingly in torments with the Devil and his Angels. 
And this fame Jefus Chriſt will be the Judg of all 
men, and at the end ot the world ſhall come withgrear 
Blory and power,and raife up the bodies of all that were 
gead, 'arid-change thoſe rhar are alive, and ſhall pro- 
nourice and cauſe to be executed'the ſentence ofablolu- 
tzon and glorihcation' upott the righteous, and: the 
ſentence of condemnation upon the wicked.” | *Fhis'1s 
that Jeſus the Redeemer of the falfn World, whoſe'me- 
mory gught-to be fo precious to you, And theſenere' 
the weighty- cauſes, and the glorious efftects-obithar 
demh which you ſhew forth , and keep up the remem- 
brance of it, in celebrating the Sacrament. Þſuppole it 

we" Y | | need 


\ 
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necdleb te-turn You ta the particular Texts of Scrip- 


rureproving theſe things, they being ſo common an 
well known; andthe truth of them fo plain, that they 
cannot well be donbtetiof 'by any thatown the Chrſti- 
att Religion. And T1 hope they are neither ſomany, nor 
ſo difficult, that you ſhould pretetid you.want time, or 
learming,or wit to get well acquainted with them. I dare - 
fay you could learn other kind of mafters then theſe, if 
You could. get any worldly advantage by.it. If Books 
were Printed thatſhould teach you how to be rich and 
honourable, tolive incaſe and pleaſure, to enjoy health, 
lifez and all kindof proſperiry, you would pore 
ſafhciently upon ſuch Books, and bear your brains day 
and night, but you would get to underſtand and remem- 
ber them. But if indeed you have o litcle regard to 


your ſouls, that you will periſh for lack of knowing | 


thoſe things which might cakily be known, your damna- 
tion is juſt. And as for you that think the moſt ſorrifh 
1gnorance sexcuſable, becauſe 7 are no Scholars,and 
yet take your ſelves for as goo F 

let me tell you plainly,if you be without the know]edge 


of theſe principle heads of Religion , you ate not kt to + 
be fo-much ax call'd Chriſtians. Are yoy Diſciples of _ 


Chriſt,that are ſo blockiſh and ſtup1d, that you have not 


yer learnt the firſt Principles , which he reacheth his ' 
Scholars? Nay if you refule to learn them, you thereby 


renounce. Jelus Chriſt, - ro wit, as he is your Prophe 


and Teacher ; which if you do , expe not Salyation' 
from him. And,a3 without being acquainted wih theſe 
fundamental Truths, you are able to perform no duty: 


arighti, ſo epecially not rhis of rece;ving the. Lords 


Sapper; for, lay, can he remember Chriſt azhe ſhould, 

thatknows noc who he 1s, what he has done for him,or” 

whatrneed! he ſtands of-him ? And they who beihg: 

1m this wiltul blindacſs, venture upon this A | 
; mu 
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Chriſtians asthe beſt, 
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| They eatithe Bread. #nd drink the Wme , not foto 
if 
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uſt;needs doit to their own hurt ,. noming toitas.a 
pie LES ,.or Hieerly for cuſtam.ar fafhai ſake 
and ſo are guilty of the very. ſame miſcarriage. which 


the Apoſtle repreſents as ſo dangerbus, -:1 $0r4.3 24,2.9, 


: 


the Lord's Bedy, not having that knowledge of Chy 
who is there repreſented, whereby they nught be erig- 
bled ro give him. thatreverence and honour., 'which:is 
required of all that are admitted to theſe myſteries, --- 
_ Incednot ſure ſpend time in exammrungeheReacer 
whether he know theſe Truths before laid down,or nor, 
If thou haſt the uſe of thy reaſon, thou canſt tell Fhope, 
what itis thou knowelt , and what thou do'ſt nat ; 
wherefore take thy ſelf to task , and go over the ſeyeral 
points of Religion, as I bave before briefly mentioned 
hem, if thoy thiokeſt fit, and take account of thy own 
2pprehenſion and underſtanding,and where thou figdeſt 
;hou'art moſt wanting,be diligent rounformand fatisfie 
thy ſelf, and to this pupoſe make conſcenceof hearipg 
the word preach'd,and of reading the holy Scriptures in 
rivate. Ang get well acquainted with the grounds of 
et gion, 25.youinay find them in Catechitms, or the 
plains if Books that treat of them. + Bur think it nox- e- - 


'novph to be able to fay tbe bare words, to repeat your 


(reed without book,or the like, bur labour well ro-un- 
derſtand them, and hx them deeply upon your minds, 
25 thoſe things which are of greateſt neceſſity to. be 
known and remembred of any 1a the world. Bux yer 
barely to know and remember them,will not profit Fou , 
except Fou ſo digeſt and improve them,tbatthey move 
your affettions 2nd guide you in your converſation. It's 
a moſt lamentable muſtake to think, that. the meer ſaying 
of y hat you believe, and what you are to do, will fave. 
your ſouls :as if there was ſome ſtrange force.jnthe ver 
words, which would make them uſeful. ro 4 that - 
+ | ould 
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PRETy patter them. over : for by thismeans a Parrot 


eifir pa Lars Core ue Chriſtian. If you had a Receipt 
gi n you; 1 how to cure the Toeth-2ch,, 
o-you thin Ros; take awiythe pain to' get'11 , 
withourt book, -and y ut overby "CY ? would you'riot © 
rather ſee ty lead 1 it,” and make uſe of the Medicine 
which it (hol ppoint ?'* even (thus muſt you read 
God's Word;afid'po0d Books;to kriow what is your « "dt1- 
ty, that you tnay {et'with all your might to the doing of 
Jr.- Andindeed your knowledg ts IeteGive bill ir come _ 
this to affect your heart; wherefore let that be the mark 
by. which you may judge of its truth and finceriry, if 1 it 
raiſe your affections, and leads you forth torattion \, 
1 oh... 3,4. For if you know that God hath in himſelf 
all fulneſs and godnel know that you are needy and 
indigent, can, only receive ſupply and farisfaction 
from him, youcannor bur defire'atter him, and ſeck 
h6w to get , p irfinhis love.” If you know that you are * 
inyour fe]ve$ oft yndone” Creatures, and, that 'Jeſug 
Chriſt, and he alone, i is able and willing alſo to recover 
and ſave you, you Will then betake your ſelves ro him, 
for healin and fagjng mercy. 1k vid khow that fin is ' 
your diſcake .bondas : and d} pnour, and holineſs your 
glory; liberty, and health, Foir will readily comply with 
rhe + Fes of G54 to' be Be from-ſin, and to be made 
as holy as your nature. 1s capable. This then is true and 
ſaving knowledge, which multhe'th all chat can affeCti- 
onately remember Chriſt ar the Communion, Of this 
_ knowledge Chrill ſpeaks, Fuh. 17 7.4: ' This i life eter- 
al to know thee, hs only true God , and Feſwrs Chrif 
2hom'thou haſt {c _ by of this the Proj ee us en 7 7 
#7: 11, By bis knowledg ſhall myri eroows fheka fie" 
many, 157d is, he ſhall NG EE thoſe who have Lt 
ſound and working knowledg of him as leads th 
the perforniance- of what he requires-of them. ch if 


men 
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inen ance. come 1mde ir to know that Obriſt is the S9n 
God,ywho ornetls. g«lues, the, good, and $: ch 
theranthiog but what makes.che [aiWarely they, Fed be 
readjly,then hearken;to and obey) OY Nie 
rolerwheg, becayle to vey, impert gael 
thus fruztul ; and willgotyingicate thole (hom! TSOR 
trom the imputation-o; ignorance... ;t 30 {| ;%, 
ny 


T1 


\. Now.to get your knowledge. to. 
on; Yaur. hearts 2nd; hves,,. cannoradviie you tg 
more-neceſlary conrle, the thee twg, 1. Humbly ty beg 
if God ts wat Fog oc the trath oth power upon, your ſouls, 

You may.receive it in the love thereof. When you go.te 
keary.or fn down to read; beſeech. God 0-accompany 


"the Ward, by his mghty. Spirit, That may bak mts 


your minds, .and not. become unprofitabje.z7 but "4 73 
may.enlightenand awaken you,. and reach | to the very. 
award of your Sauls,.and give youlſach.inbg ka 
your elves, andſuch a lcoyery'c of Va. duty, t 
may;vigorouſly be carried on.to the Preys mane XZ th: 
Andithen 2. Tou muſt often conſider of theſe thoſe. GAN 
104 know ;.you muſt dwell upon them 4m your minds 
you are moulded, chargedand wrought upon by inks 
For wang of ghis confideration chiefly it 1s, that ſo many 
1e main 3n-1gnorance; and that many, others, who have: 
ſome flight knowledg » are no more. bettered by a at: 
for you muſt meditate upon what you read or hear,that 
you may, more clearly: and diftinly..underftand ir;, 
which you cannot do,it words {lip our of your thou 
aſloon as they are our of your ears. And then, atter.the 
do&trines of the Goſpel are well underſtood, you muſt. 
tarther-conſider whereinthey concern your partcular 
cale Land what uſe you are to make of rhema ; for other- 
wiſe] how 1841t.poſlible they ſhould profit you? Though 
= bave never ſo much Book-learning,, and B rains 
SOVTOOLs what are- you the better for all, if you im- 
prove 


HF ever to Dakh 6 ER Ning 
2MHASTFFou irfe not ſeriouſly rothink of 
| tang iff bf hint,and what beriefithe 

you - U afd what miſt 'be done/to make hin 
yon? On you pet your fins tmortified and pardoried, 
Vil will not. fg ea po pour ſe}f what an ce- 


po fi HhIvhict ticular finvare? Can 
you be Leer whittheh 5 #1" tt you have it. , 


Ll in $08 Biody FRE efepe your datper, if - 
you forger it; ahd.fo are a ofBa ? If Za a 
eve have any ofir By.j bu? YnoWled follow the As | 
poſtles advicets KB2t, 2 Trim. 4.5. Bos What 
ſaid ro thee ny-Hine; and thaPs the nexr- way to obs 
_— the Lord: #nder/tanmmns in all things ; (6 _ 
wiſe, 1 75, 4. Meditateontheſe things give t [2 
wholly ra ther. ne thy piping. od Een 
have not Eine to to ſpare/purpoſtly for Mediation, yer. 
take” tine you are upori'the way; of abotit ay any buſ- 
nefs which'will germit you.” And Jt rhis be the chief 
fabject of your thoughts, - which 1 am. fits deſttves” 
them moſt ; even bow you ſhould do to obtain ſabvation bj 
JeſuChrif, and neyer leave ottowihg on this enquiry; 
you be fully reſolved, to ſet He what's FEOUREN 
of you torhat 
As there muſt be this found levowiedte of Chiiſtand 
of the chief pointvof Chriltizn Reichon: in all chat cars; 
r remember Chriſt ar the Sacrament , foir will be# 
uy pipes; that this Jeſus Chriſt muſt be believed. 
to. be indeed the Saviour of the World, as is declared in 
rhe Scriptures: and all that iothere laid down. of his Ins. 
carnation, Life, Death, ReſurreQion, Aſcenſion, later-." 
ceſfion, and coming agan to Judgment; mult be behe- 
ved to betrue, 1 will not make a Elin Head of rhis, .; 
beanſet us neceffarily ſuppoſed in the former, as I have 
_ explainad ' 
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In- 7 Tow are d of the Goſpel of Chriſt , \ be 
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6xplained it; for our knowledge of theſe truths isnevet 


like to be effeCtual with -us, af we are not fitft of all 
perſwaded that” they are truths. And the Reader might 


be offended, if I ſhould make anyiqueſtion » whether he 


believes the Chriſtian Religion, and rakes Scri of 
bethe Word of God, and acknow that 
the Son of God Jand the*promiſed Mefliah, of mn 


the Prophets a} along in the old Teſtament foretold. 
Bur thongh there are tew who'openly deny, or ſeem to 
doubt of theſe things, yet I fear any 15 a preat defect , 

and too common even i this part of Faith, which eon- 


fiſts in an afſent tothe ruth-of the . For thny 
there are who take litrle to ſentle ir belief up- 
on ſure foundations, which would bear a ſhaking, if any 


a{ault ſhould be made ; and cangive little reaſon why 
they are of this RN or _ rather thai ariy 
other , exGept becauſe this is hey learnt of their 
Parents, an and is profeſt by their ne1 -< han and ſet up 
arid countenanced by be, Laws of the Land; and fure- 
ly theſe are but $0 arguments. Bur here let me add 
as before, that granting you do believe all that the 
Goſpel reveals, yet this is not enaugh.except 'ymur"be- 
kef prevail with you to do what the Colpeltepuires in 
6frder to your Salvation. And this 1s indeed the ſureſt 
way to get Your Faith well ſtrengthned and confirmed, 
even by yielding obedienceto the truth, and trying by 
our own experience, what benefit comes by conform- 
your ſelves rothe will of. God revealed in his Go- 
ſpel, whether you can find rhe —_—_ made pb > Noam 
obedient ones un any meafure fa 
the prota 


74 Our Lord bunſelf told us, Fob. 7. 17 Therif any men 
j will do big will, fe ſhall know Y bis doFrine,whether «t 5&9 
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{ ws) | , 
+ Goat nts: This isdiken man's taſtingof Honey,which © 
[ wib $84 hum moreallucanceof its fweernefrhan all at 
- $yimentsanld do; mabdriis willmake him-conhdently | 
para 2, thuugbaheewning'ſt Sopbiſter ſhoulden- | 
dearoyr:by ſuitable argumeinsto perfwade him tothe 
fommary 3chis experience will.confate them'all.” T'bis is, 
thejveaſon why great Wits and profound Scholars ſores | 
tnetiurnAthedtsiand Infidels, whilt the honeſt wealt © 
Cheiſttan, that hath rebſhr and welldigefled the ryuths 
of Religigs;holds rhein ſo firmly in his keatrrather thart 
brain}that he:can the for that which he cannor fo well 
siſpute far. hifarthenT hope you ſees manifeſt”; - 
that39 yur right remembrance of Chriſt, &f5to make. + 

| youwaerthy.Commuticants; nsneceflary'that you know | 
who this: Qitrilt 154 and what you have tb dowith him 
and to. believe that he is indeed the Redeemer of mans - 
kind;and. that-all that Scripritre ſpedkSofþlIn is true, 41 


£ 
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Il. Axight remembring of ſin;the occaſions of bis teat. of ; 
Repent ancequith conſiderations to wor k and promote its 


'T. may as early be underſtood, that if at'the SacraZÞ 
ment- you-keep up-4 remembrance'ot: Chriſt, and 
in an eſpecial manner, ſbew forth his death*cill he come} + 
then Fe! muſt needs'remember whitwas-rhe occafon' © 
of his dying, 'and that was the fins of the world. Had 
there been no {in ,- we had needed no Saviour. Had welÞ + 
continued in/ our hrſteftate,we had needed no Reſtorer.} 
Now hence 1t will naturally follow,that no man'can du- 37 
| Iy.celebratethe Sacramentvhoſe eyes bawe wot been operi=" © -* 
ed to fee the exceeding great evil F ( i; infin , and to be By 
convinced of his own ſins , ſo as to lament and hate ,* and © 
_ reſolve 


WC . 
r olive ag a them. Forisit —m— ble 
Kitt. js Dearh as 7h r 
hart in thar which ary ro death 


the very Nails and cre 
and feet, and ſides FRF we 
whe he is gone away ? And 


; 7 ſaw the  oalnck bf Sin , 1 

ct againſt ir, butſecretly $f 

Hkihy remember Chriſts . 
S he ſtoodin of it, nor Is ſenſible 9 Foy 

. bi bur 

4 that 'comes to him by 1t, 


|} Have kept his blood to - | 
5 Frogs age to him to atrainithe e ends and bene 
| his blood | 
| thoughts in efte&tbath he that ſees not his fs 
þ. reaſon of Sinzand rhat thinks ir would + 
E: part with jr. Wherefore linceir eyiden 
|} trite Repenraiice”is fo abſolutely Nect 
| and fita mani for this Ordinance, where! itis to b 
| newed , and'to which he mult come with' an ne 
FJ broken hicarts Jetme delire thee to put the queſtion | to . 
> thyown heart” , Whetherr Set Hence, | 
Of | whatiristorepent of, 'andbe 
7 Ardthat PE fark the Cn ion 
me ack tþ ' (6H Ay er JE 
IPA nature , and by re: 


4 
=- 


y wretched miſer Ni Tate : 
fea roug | Aut : 
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: ( 50.) 
the world with thee, arid for all theGns which thou 
know'lſt by thy ſelf.and canſ} remember thou haſt atany * 
ri Some pap oh in-, 
tothy houte. to look back upon thy life paſt, 
thou might*ſt find out what thy Ttadbe fo ate, that .. 
"gd — confeſs them before God: and forſakethem ?- 
id haſt thou indeed been ſo ſenhible of the evil of Sin, * 
teHy as it 15:rebellion againſt that God who made | 
e, and hath ſent his Son to Redeem,and Spirit to San- 
"nag ARE given thee ſo many mercies'to - * 
por bin *Haſtthoul fiy cen.ſo much. 

eneſs in thy diſhonouring and provos . | 
king a God , that this confideration BG. melt- . 
ed and brokethy heart, and wrought thee into a bitter, 
hatredand loathing of every known {1n,ſo that thou haft | 

ly deſired to be delivered fromit,which is ſoodi- .. © 
' otis in its ſelf, and ſo miſchievous to thee ? And haſt. Þ. 
thou been therefore deliberately reſolved,by the help of... 
God, withqut any more delay,to put away far fromthee... 
whateyer is diſplealing to. God , and to return to him...” 
from whom thou ws haſt falh In,and to an obedience to thoſe. 
Laws Gif Fey's oe and. we pace Exa-, | 
mine bfully, whether thou er experts... 
enced [6 melts of th me mind lathe ho dn.” 1 
a > tor well be 'd Repentance unto life. Or | 
hand Joſt chounor find har phe. 
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alt men, ind tin t fear all's lirtle better that flatk 
rauphtirk pſi; wore) _ Babes: oo 
of in titties V1 
a Ns tell; when th EIT 
more al nvitiner- i rapon; 
nee or ;yerfecre, if any, 1 —_—_— remember 
prmge; were thuth worſe thaty they are ; even! bore 
on Badoatus'tc xn: yrs ; but n they: 
y are waſhed and cleanſed ©'Perhaps whenthot 
her t=a_dre ot beewdrunle, or ommiardun tee 
wickedinefs, thou eould'ft cry ; Godfor 
ſay thou art a great finner; bur fill: 
rvinafF-as tad 2s chon wah. . IF thisincted any es 
if thou art yera meer firanger tothisworkkt of Chg.” 
4 onthy Soul, who nexaled inthe firſt phace' rogitere” 
poitance, thou art arpreſent very unfit to drinle 6f that" 
13 pf. ak df, wat and which SIT, 
—— £. 30 #123 41/A©t TSEL 
F Now (that inapiecerd in therontiid Ty 


| : £ vc rotheartainment of th which 
+ | ing)inorder wthe breakigg of t barCheargand” 
lace 


tumbling bor Sriens for Sin , I anght adviſe thee inthe / 


to look Vac iriro by heart and life,” to find 
cat pirates not bemg: content in the g 
ralto:confefs thy lf « lirtrier, as all den are: for this 
is not fo likely much to-work "upotithee bur'ts faſten 
upon ' moſt remarkable fins:; aid dwell "uponand 
bewail them,and (o all rw oohrerk by that wck-brined 
which rhoir carrieſtabour thee continual , which was 
' born with' thee.” -In" this method: paitly may* you: . 
fri! David's confellion , Pſa. $1: at the 


ning to the 5. verſe. Further 1 dire&tt p 
earneſtly: t& beg of God ro en op" 2fi65 ; thee 


IJ ſhew'*thee what" thy 'eltate is 0 and diſcover to” 


[ thee! tore of the evit of Sin-, before :thoii feel its fad” 
& | E 2 efieRts 


« 65); 


cies when. repentance. will coine toplate: - More- 

aver thou. art toufe all other means appointed, for the - 

working of a trueand ſaving forrow; for fin ,-as to.ob- 

ſerve [a Gag, ſpeaks! aganſtitiinhs. Word, -an to: 

tne daligently-tothe- molt ſearchingand awakening, 

higp-.and.to.be much Mor han 18 thoſe conilide- | 

that have a-ſpecial tendency to the begetting of 

4me-;; and. of zhis fort] might; name ſeveral; as: 

bo daſtagee to, think: fre varia 93 how great and graci-' 

rene Nog ha emis giinſt; and, whar particular ' 

aſt to ſerve and leak him,fromthe mer-- 

means thou! emjoyeſt;-thifk bow he fandvre-1 | 

en &thy:Greator, Preſcryer, and Ruler, and: 

Ke er t9; him is moſt odious,,;impu-.: | 
dent, and. undutiful.” | Withal it's good t0.confider-how: 
rqueb hurt Sin doth:-to the Soul, Hons is ſo excellenta.. 


Beingahow it dries; debaſerh, [aps diſquiets ity howi f 
4 = Fa the Whoſe man to all kind of evils and faffe- 


Liball [fn theſe, nn 7 
derationsand; tkeepmg,to.the. Subject tall 3 
JT theageferch matter for Hijmiliation/and © 
from, the &rols of. Chrift:, ' the remem-: | 

bags where hs fr; the-Sacrament ſhould full keep up+ 
Gofly ſorrow-.' If thenthouart one-who-/ | 

ons Neu great hurt in Sing but for allthe3ll;! 
!whigh.zs given. it, canſt quietly and yes 

cr — ler.mq, beleech. thee a while' to fix thy 
Bs a6 P crucified: Saviour, -and then remain'sf+: 
retched Spinionzf.choucanſt. Behold the Son of. 
eres mary; ,a,moſt innocent holy perſon, whoſe 
w ole ife was ſpent 1 in doing good , who heal*d/Diſea»" 


the | 


ſes, ca out Dixels, pitied, all OR Were afflicted, taught 


SB MASS 
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Ebert ped tr7—3 4 
44 + cm oymnnt | 
hat was itthatput lib rh; ain]. : 


—k5pomhen thing 
Nor {nor Haiti an 


me-and ſmart ? AL friend, it was thy fin arfl mine, 
wa Bog? Au that was the cx, 


bi Nope ob our fn Wordofil g2 Jt thoudoubr. 
or 'v a e plain Iſa.5 72, 
's: Snob, hath bork our priefs, fac 6 an Ala 


eemhim ſtricken ſmitten ET Odands ed, 

A Ln cen nt, he w1ds bruiſed 

mnrrong chaſtiſenitnt of our peace was upon 

im, with bis firipes we are beale All we like ſheep have 

576 We ave turned every one to bis own way,and 
Ink Hl ir Bi the Billy bf us ol. T Ae 


th 


i. + + 


bere ret dy on the tree———Gal. 
af Hr eve of 'his S 'he {neg Ne 


fy Ne Blooz 24; ſhed for the kts ſms, Mat,26.2.8, 

Cry FH had rberaitd againſt ning and broke 
| þ + w which threatned deſtruQtion to him thatſhould 
break: it , there was nv other way that weare'told of 
but either he Himſelf muſt undergo the puniſhment 
he bad deferved, or ſomeone elſe oh his behialf. And 
therefore Man being ſpared , there was found no way 
for the ſurisfes Ih,"and hondur of offended Juſtice, 
bur by theſe ſiffe Inge which the Lord Jelus var Surety 


underweft : #6 iF 2.10 gl SURE Arde- Gare 
Son of God niade Weds "AY only þ i bpm 
for ſin 'coul3 condepty fit FP way ifcovering 


world Kin fin'Vas' md. ef, fo filter ae - 


di NT n W's a ty Majeſry,, "tht he woultt bbt 
fot, nd: ig in RY, Mohit = Fidbh' 
made; and re wir would he"? jog 
but WH iſh who is Pedomne woe oy Propht 


and 


S UmAL 


2.1, Chrift alſo fi - Save rd 24. Who bis ron fl 


0.3 


OO x) 
and hath made @n attonement for * And can there be 
ſſibly imagined any argument o ter weight ro 
ing all conliderative perſons to Jeteſ and forſake 
that which hath been found ſo muſthievous ? and giv 
me leave toimprove this confideration intwoor three 
particulars; that ſo it may be the clearlier diſcerned , 
and the force af it more felt. =o: [oF 
1, Methinks ir may be great matter of humiliation 

f0 ws renbtberor ul ts bono |; 7 i of 
arting from God, and)iving invebellion againſt bim,tbat 
w lint eoy _ = deſerved ith but 
theſe bitter [ s of the Lor xs. Certainly - 
had ben _ eh Or was {o abuſed 
by thecruel Jews and their Rulers, it would have mov'd 
thee to compatſhon, if thou hadſt only thought him-in- 
nocenr. Butif moreover,thou had'ſt known he endured 
all chat for thy fake, would it not have affe&ed thee 
much more? Ifthouhad'ſt ſeen him ſpir upon, mock*d 
and ſtricken with the palms of their hands,if thou had'ſt 
beheld the Blood running down when he was ſcourged, 
or heard his groanings in the Garden, or upon the Croſs, 
and then had*{ thought within thy ſelf,al} this « for my 
ſake,this have Theen 3 cauſe of, would it not have mo- 
ved and melted thy heart ?- It thou ſhould*ſt now ſee 
any of thy friends pur ro cruel tortures to free-'thee 
- from them, would it not make thy heart even bleed 
within thee ? And why then may it not have the ſame 
effect om thee, to ſer a dying Chriſt before thy eyes, 
who as be became poor for our ſakes, that we through bis po- . 
erty might be made rich,'2. Cor. 8. 9.Sv be was chaſtiſed 
that we might have peace,received ſtripes that we might 
bave healing; as in that torequoted 5 3. of Iſaiah: Bur 
yet I remember what our blefled Lord , when he was 
. Boing to ſuffer, ſaid to the women that followed him 
weeping, Luke.2 3. 28 A of Feruſalem weep _ 
4 or 


O 


[6 -) 
for me , but for your ſelves and your Children, ſo fay I, 


to him, that he ſhould unjuſtly n) be-put to fo - 


grear ſmart, but weep for.ygur ſelves and your fins thar 
were. the cauſe. And this'1s that I chiefly intend under 


this Head, that ſeeing Chriſt hath bore ſuch an heavy 
ad upon thy account, among the reſt , thou mailt 
hence learn the true natureand deſert of fin, of thy own 
fins which thou art wont to make ſo light of. Certain- 
ly the very torments of the damned do not more plain- 
ly diſcover the evil of ſin, and Gods hatred of it ,- than 
the ſufferings of Chriſtdo. .For it is-cyident, that the 
Bare: of the puniſhment, where the Judges know- 
It \ and upright, is a_ plain Argument of the greatnets 
the offence ; if, You ſhould ſee a man by the way 
hung up alive in Chains, you would ſoon conclude it 
wastor murther, or ſome the moſt horrid wickedneſs, 
that he was ſo dealt with. And 'as evidentit is,” that the 
worth and eminency of the perſon who 1s puniſhr ſpeaks 


the offence proportionably of an higher nature, . If we. |; 


ſhould hear that a King, who is both juſtand merciful, 


had cauſed his own Sons right hand to be cut, off , we - | 
might well conclude there was ſome morethan ordinary. Þ 
cauſe ; but eſpecially it he, being guiltleſshimſelt , +; 


had ſuffered this for another mans ſake, we ſhould rea- 


fonably infer , 'that it was actime of the higheſt na-, 1 
tuie, for which was made fo dear ſr:isfaftion, Now _ 
what muſt we think when we ſeerhe Lord Jeſus 'upon +! 
the Croſs, who though he felt ay and” forrow only as | 
q | 


he was 19 our nature, yet was that nature ſo nearly uni- 


rcd to the Divine thar it's ſaid,'God purchaſed bis Church | 
wit þ his 0wn blood, As 20.28.10 1 Job. 3.16. Hereby. | 
pereebve we the love of God ,, becauſe he laid down bis hfe - | 
for us, thats, Chriſt who was God as well as Man laids” 
Cc. The like, to mention no more, we hnd Phil. 2. 
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6,7, $,.1f then we conliderone {o far advanced above 
men, laid fo low ; one holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate 
from Simzers, luffering ſuch grievous things,may we not 
in all reaſon. conclude,.that /the. fin - which cauſed this 
was out,of meaſure ſinful , for that's the worſt word 
that can begiven it ; itsnature being ſo odious that no- 
thing-can be ſaid of it ſufficient to expreſs its vilenels, 
Good Reader then let me perſwade thee to judge of fih 
by this evidence, and/never more-to bearken-to th 
own Fleſh, or to the ſubtle Tempter, or thy fool; 
Compamons, that would make thee believe there's nv 
ſuch hurt in thoſe ſins that pleaſe thee, thatthou need 
not be ſo carcfulto avoid them, or ſo deeply humbled 
forthem. "That Devil who would perſwade thee thar 
it is ſuch a matter of nothing to provoke God toanger, 
knows and feels the contrary in himſelf. So much- hure 
as there 15 1n.a Devil compared to an Angel, in Hell 
; compared to Heaven, ſo much hurt he hath/learnt there 
1s in fin. Beware, leſt thou come to learn it by: fiich 
ſad'expereience thy ſelf. Burt that I may finiſh. this, let 
me once again ask thee , whether. thou dar*ft ſay that 
Chriſt underwent greater-ſufterings than he needeth to 
FF have done, in orderto make fatistaftion for our ſins, or 
JF that God laid on him more than'in juſtice he ought, 
when he was become our Surery ?- It thou dar'ſt not af- 
| firm either of theſe, beware how thou minceſt and lef- 
ſeneſt thy {ins when thou ſhould's repent of and bewail 
them :for by fo doing thau doſt in effect thus blaſpheme 
Gad.: .. Oh then let {in be-call'd tothe barr ; indict ir 
for a Murtherer, as well thou may ſt.accuſeir as guilty 
of the bloady\death of the Lord of Life, ſhew all the 
Wounds and: Stabs that ir gave.him; and ſee that thou 
pronounce ſentence againſt ir, even utter death with- 
-oijtany pity or remorſe; and heartily lament thy own 
fs, in having ſolong givea loving ettertainmentr 
| 4x | Co) 
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to fach a monſtrous murtherer and traytor.” And when © 
ever thou find'ſt any ffvourable thoughts of fin ariſing -| 
in thy breaſt,call to mind whatir did open Chriftand ; 
let A malce thy heart riſe againſt it , andeven boil+ 
with an holy hatred and deſire of revenge. And let the J. 
(_—_ remembrance of thoſe ſtrearhs of blood which” 
ſins fercht from him , openthy eyes to ſhed ſtreams / 
rears ; or however work thy heart to an unfeigned,” 
ſorrow for all thy in1quities, for which thy Saviour 
was thus wounded. 
2+ The next thing I would have thee to WO | 
thy meditatians gpvn. in the ſufferings of Chriſt , m7 
order to the bringing of thee to a kindly repentance z 
is that unſpeakable love which is hereby manifeſted 10} ; 
ET of ſow of men: when 1 ſpeak of Repentance,l mean 
ly thy ſhedding of a few tears ; but an inward} ;; 
change of thy mind , a+ before ſhewed , that thou} .- 
turn from Sin ts the love of God; and] kb [- 
. not what can be more likely to produce this, than qi 
ſhew thee the intollerable evil we miſchief of Sin, thatfY 74. 
thou may*ſtturnfrom it, andthe infinite goodneſs of 0 9 
God, that thou ma vt be drawn to him. Both theſe the i 
Croſs of Chriſt moſt admirably holds forth; fo that wellÞ ©þ 
I the Apoſtle call Chrift erucified,, the wiſdom of hel | 
God ,” and the power of God, 1 Cor. 1.23, "How i 
hows the evil of Sin ts bein us to loath a teave it,[ fr 
havealready ſhewn, and ſhall do more in two follow: fiir 
ing particulars. That which I would now ſet thy OX 
thoughrs upon, is, the inconceivablelove of ling: - 21 = 
ving Chri for us, and of Cittrft in beg willing olay 


down his life , that as many as believe im bon mi 
ke how a. 


: = » : » ” 4 


peraſh, bur have everlaſting life. Confider ſeri 

the great God hath ſent after oe NY 
God whom thou bad*ſt ſinri*d agai nſt,rnakes thee. F* eſe 
of peace, theGod who needthee nor, yet appeag 


= 
» = 


wy 


firow of thy happipeſi when he might have poured 
bes un happineſs; pou 


Tath upon thee,he was willing to ſhew 
his compaſſion, And ſee what he had done ahve ro 
thy recovery. He hath ſent his own Son, made of a w0- 


qJ rev, made under the Law, and delivered bimto death 


our offences , [and accepted of the ſatisfattion 'he 
i made on the behalf of all, that ſhall by him come 


"to that Co oy pas Hop e faln: and by hisdeath 
4 notonly patdon of Sin,and 


eliverance from Hell; but 


. x glorious ingdom that ſhall never fade, is purchaſt 


for all crueBelievers. So that here, 
1. "Tho ſeeff plainly there is hope of pardon and accep: 
fance upon thy bearty farew'for &- reſolutions ageinſs ſos. 

And whom would not this encourage to comean tre 


»} acknowledging & proteſting againlt their former back- 


fliding and rebellions. If indeed-thou waſt 


AY it were as good to keep thy fins whillt thon may'ſt,and 


mY if it hereafter ſhould be , thou may* 


makethy beſt efthem. But this is not ren er : and 
thank thy own 


ro} wilfulnefs. For eſus Chriſt hath brought in « better bope: 
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there 1s by him liberty proclaim*d to the captive, free- 
dom to all that are bound , .caſeand reſt to all that are 


*# burdened, 4 pardan to all that are penitent. And 


what? will not this make thee ſtir ? Is a golden Scepter 


T9 held forth , and will not thou lay hold of the oppor- 


tunity ? 1s God willing to put up all the affrones he 


MR hath received fromthee,ifthou wilt now come and ſub» 


tur thy felf, and will not this bring thee in? Is he 


Y teady to be reconcil'd, and art thou backward ? Thats 


doſt thou rather held off, becauſe he doth fo invite 
and japorrige thee to hum ? Becauſe he 1s pleaſed with 
{© muck carneſtneſs and. compaſſion to. call thee off 
fromfinto himſelf, doſtthou the more ſecurely run on 
m wickedneſs? Oh baſe ingratitude,, and meer mad-.. 
neſs !: Becauſe there is hope of pardon diſcovered by 


the 


boldeni Tt 


EE 
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iveneſs and favour from God. If a company ft | 
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Subjects ſhould rebel againſttherr Prince, what courſe 
would be more cffetual in all probability. to reclaim; 
them, than to. aſſure pardon to all that would throw! 
down their Arms? Butif they ſhould be ſo baſe as-to 
"abuſe the mercy of their Prince, and think, becauſe hy 
wasſo campaſiionate, they might the ſafelier per Lin 
their rebellion, it is but juſt they ſhould: be deſtroy 
If thou love thy Soul, then beware how thou abuleſtthj 
Grace of God. Jkt thou put away from thee the ew 
of thy doings , waſh thee and make thee clean, and { 
with humifity and ſubmiſſion fiye to God for mercy 
if fo, this mercy through Chriſt fall beafſured!y thim 
But otherwiſe, know. there is not a word of comfortta 
thee in the whole Goſpel, nothing but what may ſtrike 
thee with terror. For remember well, that the deat 
of Chrift gives all the encouragement in the, World to 
Repentance, bur not, the leaſt to S#7. Yea, it hat 
: done'mpre to deſtroy fin, than all the'terrours 
threatnings of the Law. Well then, though thou art 
loſt finner, departed from God, once withour hope, ye 
behold the God of heaven and earth takes pity on thex 
he would nor have thee utterly periſh,though thou hal 
done fo'mgch to deſtroy thy felt. He calls RF 
him, if thou wilt hearkenand obey, and humbleWn 
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ſelf before-him for thy departure from him, and for all 
the diſhonour done to his holy Name, and wilt now- at, 
length devote thy Telf to his fear, thou need?ſt not 
doubt of Wn ry then here's hopes of mercy rhat 
may encourage 1} that -hear1t to. Repentance.: 

2. And nite next place there. is jo much love and 
goodneſs minifeſted in that way whereby this merey 1s pre- 
cured and tendered, that may. ſerve to: work upon the 
hearts of all bit flat Infdels, or, brutiſh finners thar 


1 will not be brought ſo much as once to. conſider of (it, 


or ſeriouſly regard it, Here 1s loyEthat paſſeth-the full 
comprebenſion.of Men or Angels, Here are myſteries 


on and unſcarchable! treaſures of , goodneſs.) ..! 


could God-commehd his love more to the faly World, - 
than in giving his Sonto die for us when we were with- 
out help ? And what greater love can be ſhewn, than 


..that which Chriſt hath manifeſted i laying down his 


life for his friends? nay:for ehemies, that they mighr be. 


.made friends ; for the ungodly-that he might reconcile 
them to: God. | Vile; wretches that. we are,no.mare to he 


affected. with thisamazing diſcovery of divine bounty. 


ls true indeed; there/are many things weare yet igno- 
rant of, which makes this love theleſs apprehended in 


its due dimenſions. - Did we know-more the infinite. 


© Majeſty of God,: and-our meatinefs compared:to him, 
--agd how'provoking athing Sins, and how contrary to. 


has nature3did we kriow more what ſtrange condeſcen- 
lon. there.wasan God's manifeſting himſelf in fleſh, 


- whar bitter things our bleſſed Sayzour endured for our : 
ſakes; did. we. know the greatneſs of that miſery he 


e hath pre- 


ar'd for them? did we clearly know theſe and all other 

ightning circumſtances, our admiration'and aſtoniſh- 

d be uneXpreflible , as it will be when they , 
we 


are-more fully reveal*d-ro ug, But though ar preſent 


| 3 
mezcdery our Obriedprbof 
ol worn r w1Y N90 2. 
& , to deal in 1d. 
durifulty withthar thr God who hath ſuch abun 
dant meycies to win thee to-himſelf > when thou haddſt». 
undone thy felf, and the Law, which thou hadſt broke,” 
had paſt his ſentence upon thee ; when thou muphreſt/- 
juſtly have expeedthe execution, behold,withourthy». 
if torr E. vxakeyoakuct rect Ware. 
arr. have had a purſuivant ſpeedily diſpatcht,. 
harry thee © to'deſerved grloarntcn a Saviour in- 7 
== prevent thy ruin. Inflead of an unchanges. 
doom, behold an AQ of Obhvion, affaring pardomj4- 
eahe conditions.” Do' but deliberately weigh 
theſe things with that” feriouſneſs which becomes-a.1.7 
niah;aadfce if there be nothing in them thar may pers. 
ſvide thee to ſound repentance for ſin, and a fpeedy-1. 
returii to the God of love: *- What dolt thou think, if 2 
thatt'waſt # mean Tenant, and hadſt wilfolly, in fome «! } 
diſcontented fit,pluckr downthe Houſerhou liv*ſt in,&l. 
ſo waiſt irr danger to lie inthe open fields, and ta be ſo«.18 
verely puniſht as thou hadſt deſerved; what now we 
ter'alf tl - thy Landlord;pitying'the miſery thou h: 
t'thy ſelf to, ſhould courteouſly. comedies ll 
to build up thy Houſe againink moreſumpru-:1 
oldies then ever, and ſe it at lower Rent, on. 
ly requiring thee to confefithy former folly, aud pro vhs 
miſe to beſo gwhky no-more,but to hve in thisthy news. = 6 
buife Houſe,and do rhy beſt to keep it in repair , and: if whc 
to ; opt his help for what thou conld'ſt not do thy:.,Al fool 
- ga 
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(elf; and fuppole be ſhouldeven impoveriſh his-4 


Children through his courteſie to: thee, 'what Joſtthow. " 
think thowſhould'ft now deidthis caſe? is it any hard 
 _ matter. 


(' 63) 
niatter to determine ? would'ſt thou not think he de- 
ſerved to be taken for a mad-man that ſhould ſtand ju- 
ſifying bis former offence,and would not thankfully ac- 
cept theſe courteous offers ? I dare ſay, Reader , if this 
was thy caſe,rhou art not ſo fooliſh or ſtubborn, but thou 
would ditquickly refolve. whar todogand this mercy and 
bounty. of thy Landlord would even wanthy heart for 
ever,and thou would'ſt thi thou could*ſt never be fuf- 
ficiently thankful for his kindneſs, nor do-enough to 
make-him-amends: - And would indeed the gentleneſs 
and libersluy of a man, thy fellow-creature, thus afe&t 
thee, and ſhall not the kindnefs of God, ary 
& bath appeared mm. Jeſus. have much. more 

#4 upon thee ?: Doſt thou not beheve thar © kathe 
» 4 doneas much to e. his creatures to himſelf as this 
14 comesto2 Hath not he ſhewn as much 'piry and ten- 
derneſs to theſouls of men, -asthat would be to the 
24 body? If thou doubt, look back upon theſtate of man, 
'' and conſider Gods prnmntong lmgs- with bim.” Did 
4 not be by bis own folly and diſobedience caft himſelf 
$ out of:Paradiſe, and by wilful fan-deface, and even de 
327 frroythe workmanſhip God ? And yer did not God 
4 take-pity on us. 5 our bload , ben.we were caſt forth 


. [to accept of it? And do we not r 
| 9 the Sow of God did as it were 
lime gbt be fill'd with the 


F- Y rho ner ove or, nds fir im, when he had 
\ forſaken his Family, and done whar he could 

'A to put himſelf our-of his Fathers care ; and is courte- 
s Joullz entreated to return back to- that comfortable - 


6: 4 10:hbe loathing of our ?-Did not he contrive rhe 
\; pate bi war pen Db 4 
in oh 


ge of 


amend bon hecame of no reputation 
No Tr Prodigal Son -x"raay who 
bery not. rs, with the kindneſs of his Father ; 


late © 


4 
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ſtate and relation whence he had baniſkt himſelf, and” 
upon condition of his return, ſees another better eſtate" 
provided:for him, inſtead of that he hath waſted; 'and 
knds his arms open to embrace. hint; apainſt whom 
he had lift up his hand ?: Methinks if thou beleev*ſtrhat”” 
God hath ſhewn ſuch love to man, it carinot But have” 
ſome force upon thee, to-bring thee back again to him 
Comorhornaea het run away, and ſo long kept ata \ 
diſtance,; and muſt. needs prevail with thee to taſt a«" 
way with griet and ſhame whatever is difplealing to 
him, and doth oe thee from him. And exceptthou 
be- an unreaſonable Infidel, thou canſt not bur believe” 
3 tor -it.18 plainly: revealed in Gods holy Word; where 
alſo we find:the.; greatneſs. of this'love inculcated ; in} 
Gads having regard to us; -and firſt looking after us,” 
when-we took nathoughrttor our ſelves /how to: get his” 
favour, 1 Fob, 4-10, Herezw1cdove, not rhat we loved 
God, but thathe loved us, and ſent his Son to-be a propitigs*. 
tronfor our Jint;Rom. 5. 6,8. For when we were yet wit 
out ffrenyth,in due time Chriſt died for the unyidly. "God" 
commendeth hi; love towards us;in that whilff -wewereyet® 
feaners, Cbrift died for'us. And as Chiriſt died'ts bring ws" 
iq God, ſotheconlideration bfthis:fove ſhould drawus* 
fo him. By this mnecry! chieflyweare engaged to offers p! 


our ſelves a lrvingiſaerifice to God which is-0ur reaſonabl 
ſervice, Judgeithy (elf, *is irnot'moſt reaſonable, tha 


we ſhould give-up-our ſelves to. that God, *2ybo png 
wot ys. 0293: Son, but delivered hyp for us all; and wil 
hum fr «4 gives all good thingsto bis people? Canſt thou 
then find in thine heart to go on provoking ſo-pood# 
God, and gig marchleſs love 2 If -rhou 


canſt, certainly thou haſt baniſhtall gratirude,and ba} 


thou haſt pur off thy mantiood, and arc become ins 
better than a ſenſeleſs bruir;; tor whar ſhould ſocner] 
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' wrath to ney by own 
ſee but that th NA DLay oyen 
S his, who EEE a Word of all I bave ſaid. Nay, 


which it. thou wiltſo , he is « willing tE'be recoagltd. 
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work"upona reaſonable creatureto love another, that 
extraordinary and urddeſerved kindneſs which he hath 
received from him? Nay, Lmightga farther, and tell 
thee, and that juſtly roo , the very beaſts-themſelves 
have more = nature than ſuch a fupid ,  unthankfnl 
finrer 'agthou : For: they have ſome ſenſe of a good 

rurn ; and ſome loye to thoſe that doit; they know 
thoſe that feed themand Res , anduſenot todo 
them.any miſchief. -, 'The does not uſe to bite his 
Maſter, nor the Horlets kick at himthat-looks to hims 
And ſo indeed God himſelf complains of ungratefult 
men,that When the Oxe knows his owner, andthe Aſs his 
maſters c crib , yet they didnot know their Maker and Pro- 
ſerver. Butto be ort, let metell thee plainly, if thog 
tnd't thy heart nothing mov'd with all this love.thart 
God hath revealed, mn >" A es ſave us fromthe. 


Tn 
worle than 


how 1 Can it be imagined thatthou belieyeſt theſe 
things, af they make no impreflioa upon thee ? except 
thon;never.uſe to think of them after;thou haſt read or 
heard them : bur there's the wonder, it thou doll believe, 
them, how thou canſt chuſe but think on them, and. 
think again, till at length they work ſome good effe& 
upon thee.. But. 1f thou haſt hitherto been, ſo ſtrange! 
careleſs, lex, me once, again delire thee now at 1-6 $ 
to ſer;upan the ſober. thavghs of this unconceryable 
mercy foſted in-the Go |, thar when thou hadſt 
even TRE 'd thy ſelf, .God ſhould. make -baſt rothy 
belp; - that be hold ſend his own Son, wands for: 
thee, who, was alſo willing to this work, and ſhould 

on him puniſh thy. ſins, and now after all, .only oth 
Fab to oh away thy. {in, and to return to bis love; 


F 
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to thee. And ſee if there bt nor-good exuſe that 'thoit 


ſhould'ſt hearken to theſe invitations,and whether there 


can be given any juſtor tollerableexcuſe for thy difobe- + | 


dience. 'If the bittereſt enemy thouthadit' in the world 


ſhould bur ſavethy life when it was in his hands, muth 
more if he ſhould'endanyer himſelf, or undergo any * 


toſs for thy ſafety, Fam confident this would foon take 


off thy ſpleen againfthim7 and” make thee very ready | 


tobe reſtored'to his friendſhip: And why the good- 
neſs of God ſhoul#'not be as prevalent with thee Tcan- 


not'Imagine, iFitÞbe burſoundly believed, and well | 


thought on. 120 y | 
- 2: I may farther add ,” to en; age thee to/7eturn to 
the Lord from whom thou art END anothch argument 


” 


drawn/al(o from the' goodneſ# 'of God , ſhewn in the 


-death of Chriſt, as kerebyiit is moſt clearly diſcovered 
fhat there*s ſpe; - pineſt whichwas purchaſ 


bythe Lord Fefas for thoſe that come ro God by bim,and th 
which he invites empry miſerable creatures. Thoucanſt 
fibt © imagine thit God' makes alt this ade” With' men 
fopnothing. IEWas notupon'any trivial errand that he 
fenthis'Sorri#to'the/world ; nor are they any light in; 


coiifiderable thitigs- which he offers to as many as Wt > 
receive him. "Jes trae', the mercy had been nck{and | 


glarious, if Ohriſthad only died'to fave'us from miſe- 


been: reducedtonothing rather'than to fry in _ 1 


A A EN 
diedamned mHelF-would accotirirthis. But overdnd 


zbbve ,'we Teid'of a Kingdom of Glory which Chriſt * 

Vet s. great thisi8; judye 

bywtie-price thavwas pardfort:; not ſilver of a 
pi v ” 


will pive to hisfollowers. ' And/ho) 
any-ſuch-corrwprible trifles,, butthe precious BRd: 

the'Son of God without price, whoſe urmiſt yalue'cans 
nobbe-exprefi by Men or Angels 5 'S 


d no more'canthe” : 
glory © 


CSR eR Cir bite the wm am. 2... mm act. a> OL © 


| _ Worth of his Jewel tay be gueſt at by the prids 


ans 4PM 


ory hereby obtaitied. For / if the Merchatit e vi, 
tnat 
he paid for jr. Preciols is the Soul of Man, andfull 
hes 4:d'the redemprion thereof coft, more than 

whole world , 'or ten thouſand fuch worlds as this : 
Andiis not, think you; the Souls portion anſwerable to 
its own excelleticy ? And the purchaſed Poſition an- 
{werable to the grea tneſs of that coſt that was laid our 
forit? When's common Slaye may be freedfor a few 
ſhillings, half a Kingdom will be Na ht little enaugh 
to redeetn'a captive Prince , and wea erward ſee there; 

is as much difference betwixt them when they huve got 
their liberty, rhe one fits on a Dunghil , the other on a 
Throne, _ For cerrainthen, Chri Teſts c cameintothe 
world; -and laid down his life t6 Exalt thoſe that hear- 
ken to him, to, the higheſt jo "and blifsof WH er 
_ ow man is capable, in gel eritig them from all ſin, 
g them ca conformable to God, and plar 
Gngthem in conſtant or communion with him. He 
5 doved bis Church that be gave himſelf for it,to ſan- 

r ad cleanſe it by all this de 1gn'd to preſent is to bim« 
# glorious Church, Upon this account therefore mes>.. 

a PP thow ould'ft a ly be perſwaded to caſt away 
whichis thy miſery, and ep to God, who is thy 

jd Ufe and wer 79 and that no mean happineſs 
as1 have told thee is evident” amongſt many other reag 
fond"; by the ibfinite value of the price that was given 
for tt." "Oh Iittledoany ,. even the beſt and wiſeſt on 

exth)corictive what are the full fruits of Chriſts Blood; 
whit: tniracles of div:ne love thoſe are, which through 

__ millions of ages, will keep alive the admiration, 
dx raiſe of Angels and Saints ; and fill the mouths 

$ Redeemed ones. with coritinual th ankful- 
» tor that wiſdom and mercy which contriy'd and' 
GG ph their delivery and exaltation. So that you ſee, 
"'3 laying 
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laying theſe things together, the dearh of Chriſt,as diſ- 


covering the mercy of God, lays the greateſt engage- 


ment that can be upon the Sons of men , *to break off © 


their ſinzand return to the obedience and love of God : 
in that there is ſo much mercy procured andtendred as 
may beget hope , and encourage to. repentance, which 
1s Not like to be rejected ; and asthere1s ſo great love 
expreſt, as may wellcallfor the return of love, and 
even ſoften the moſt ſtony heart ; and as it Gi{ſcovers {0 
great a bleſſedneſs to be had in God through Chriſt, as 
may prevail with all that love themſelves, to make our 
after it, and depart from ſin, which alone can keep them 
from it. And that's the ſecond Conlideration which the + 
Death of Chriſt helps us to, in order to the working of 


4 kindly Repentance , namely the great goodneſs of | 


God hereby revealed to poor finners. 


*.2.. Fromall that hath been faid ; will more clearly | 


appear the. hainous nature of ſin, as a farther motive to 
Repentance, in that it is @ contradithion to all this love of 
God, and anundervaluing of the greateſt mercy that was 
ever beftowfd upon the world;being in effett,atramphng 
under foot of the Blood of the Lord Jeſus, whereby we 


ſhould be ſindifed. And hereby I mean. thoſe fins: | 
which have been committed ſince men heard of, the 
Goſpel. For as the evil of fin did appear in the great-, 


nels of thoſe ſufferings whichChriſt underwent to. pro-. 
Aure a pardon , fo theſe his ſufferings do exceedingly , 
aggravate thcir ins, who have continued in them, atter 
they have been told again and again, what thear Saviour 
hath done ro make ſatisfaction tor them, if they would 
not undervalu@;.d difpile it. Oh how have you made 
« ſhift (o often to hear and read of the life and death 
of Chriſt, and'yet have done all that in you hes $6 


Eo the end of his, coming into the world, and to 


prete 


make his Death of noge effect to you,:, whalſt yet you 
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pretend to believe that hisdeſignwas wholly for your 
good? Oh unthankful wretches, to make ſuch a requi- 
tal for ſuch unvaluable love ! As if you ſtudied how 
you might moſt diſhonour and diſpleaſe him , who 
thuught not his own life too dear to lay down for you. 
Could you ſee him upon the Croſs wounded, torn, and 
bruiſed for your ſakes, and could you think of noother 


recompence but to give him freſh wounds by your wile 
ful fins? Did he once di/p1ſe the ſhame and endure the 


Croſs for you, and. could you findin your hearts again 
to put him to an open ſhame, and as it were crucifie him a« 


freſb? Did he indeed deſerve ſuch dealing as this at 
your hands? Bethink thy felt, Reader, whether this 
hath not been thy caſe. Haſt thou not liv*d in thoſe fins 
which Chriſt died rodeliver thee from. And what haſt 
thou thereby done leſs than proclaim , That there is 
more to be got by thy luſts than by thy Saviour,that 1's 
better to'remain in this pollinted corrupt eſtate than to 
be waſh'd in the blood of Chriſt, whereby our conſciences 
are purged from dead works to ſerwe thelrving God? And 
did they vilihe Chriſt more, that contemn'd him, jee*d 
him, and put him ts death? If thou take thy ficthly 
pleaſures, and worldly profits, to be of great& advan- 
rage than any thing that can accrue to thee by Chriſts 
Dearh , doſt thou not think as baſely of him as any of 
his Crucihers did ? And hadit thou been there with 
this frame of hcart, is it not malt ikely chou would'ſt 
have jJyn*d with rhem , whatever thou maiſt now 
think ? Asthey hated Chriſt becauſe he rold theny, the 
truth, and reproy'd them for fin, and therefore did all 


. they.cauld, to rid themſelves ofoneShoſe preaching 


and preſence was ſich a burthen to:them, ſo deſt thou 
appear.in effe& an hater of Chriſt, his life and doctrine, 
whilſt thou walkeſt ſo-flatly contrary: thereto. And 
What's this leſs than defiring that there was no God 

nar 
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nor Chriſt to govern and -Judg thee, no ſuch Rule as 
the Goſpel to bethy Guide. Nay, let metell thee,thou 
who haſt rote{tthyſelf a Chr:ftian,and yet haſt behav*d 
thy Gal thus unworthily toward Chriſt, thou art herein 
more guilry than the Fews themſelves: for what they 
did was' very much out of ignorance,” but thou after 
thou haſt khown'he is the Son of God , and that he 
1aid down his life for our fins , haſt ma#Rifeſted all this 
contempt of him ,. and-rejected him from being thy 
Saviour, whilſt thou wouldſ not be ſaved by him from 
thy reigning luſts, which thou haſt loved more than 
him, as Judas loved the mony for which he was hired 
to betray him. After thou haſt known of that friend» 
ſhip which by. the Croſs of Chrift was ſhewn to the 


- ruined world, yet thou haſt been an enemy to this Croſs, 


whillt rhou haſt-rade thy belly thy God,and minded earthly 
things :whillt thou haſt delighttully liv4d in the practice 
of any knownſin. What theh, were the Few: prickt tothe 
beart, when they were convinc'd that they had crucified * 
that Feſws, whom God bad made Lord and Chriſt ? and - 
ſhall it not have the ſame'effe& on thee, to conſider® 
thou haſt been guilty in'ſome ſort of the fame wickeds). 
neſs, and hath ſhewn forth the very ſame ſpirit that 
was inthtm? For think not thy ſelf more blameleſs, 
becauſe thou never ſaw*{t Chriſt, nor hadiſt any handin 
his Death, nor diafſt 1oyn with his enemies in acculing, 
condemning and-reproaching him , burcry*Ragainſt 
them as (wane et men,that perſecuted the moſt ſpot 
leſs Innocence | 
while thyguilt may beas greatas rheirs,whilſtthou haſt * 
az great an emnitV againſt the Image of Chriſt,and the, 
Law of Chriſt,asthey had againſt his perſon.” At chat 
thou dofſt not wound bim, and fpirin his fate, is not* 
from the goodneſs of thy nature, 'but becauſe he'1s-0ut 
of thy reach; for were he now beforethee, 'and could W” 
79'S hes - ; 7 33s $4 er 


ith ſuch ſavage fiercenefs : for all this' 
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| 1t thou lovyeſt, - though thou ſeemeſt xo hate ther And 
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pratiſie thy luſts ſo-tadeal withhimjit's much to be fea- 
red thou would nat tick atit,: Whilſt the Phexiſees 
condemned their Fore-tathersfor killmg the Prophets, 
they followed them inthe very ſathe fin. And ſuppoſea 
Father had two Sons; the one at mans eſtate, -the other 
an infant, and the elder of theſe by following wicked 
courſes ſhould break- his Fathers heart, and occaſion his 
death ; and the yornges when he was grown up, ſhould 
lead the very ſame! life that the other did , bur” yet 
ſhould take. on bim very much tq. condemn his Bro 
ther for being ſo diſobedient and hard-hearted -as to 
bring his Father 'to the grave ;(481t /not plain forall 
this , 'that had he been in his Brothers ſtead he would 
have .done the ſame that he'did ? fince he alſo takes 
thoſe courſes which were ſo \grievous”; to: his Farther. 
Thus tis to be remembred that Sin was that which 

ut Chriſt to deathas well as the Fews. ' And this'Sav is 


as thoſe Fews purhis body to par by their cruelties, 16- 
dot thou grieve his Spirit by thy wickedneſs.” 'And 
know ;,; che takes at as:hainouſly from'thee, that thou 
ſhould*k rhus difpleaſe him , as he-dil from them'that 
they' ſhould perſtcnte him to thedeath. © Nor'ate thou 
like to, get apardomart any eaftier rates thanirhey,-evert 
no other way , than looking on bins iphomr thou by 


ſins' haſt pierced ,-' and bitterly omaurning for rhis "thi 


bloodinefs and:ingratirude. Whatſaytthouthen after 
all this?- canſtrhou without tearvand groans look back 
uponall-rhe diſarders.of thy dife/,| whereby thow haſt 
done all that in -theelay, 'to make thoſewounds-of rby 
render 'compaſſionarte/Saviour cbleed-afreſh';/ whichhe 
firſt receiv*d uponthy account?Fbehkeverhou rthought#ſt 
not:of t his: no, 1f 'thoubad*ſt ge would think thou 
could'{t. never have done ir. ' Thy defign ts 
pleaſe thy Heſh by albthy ſenſual courſes: 3 thou *waſt 
NG: F 4 only 
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only full df projets. to maintain and raiſe thy ſelfand * 


thy poſterity by all thy 'worldly defignsand buſineſſes, 


wherewith through thy whole life thou haſt been © 


ſo {wallowed up. \But thou ſeeſt how the cafe ſtands ; 
that this while thou haſt been moſt vilely rejecting, & 


even trampling upon the Lord Jeſus, who would have |. 
brought thee off trom thy vain converſation, fromall 


thy ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and hath followed 
thee with his Word and Spirit to that end, and hath 
pres thee with arguments drawn from his matchleſ3 


ove, diſcovered by his Death, and hath beſought thee | 


to:regard him; yeato take pity .on thy ſelf, bur thou 
haſt made light of all, and haſt gone on as ſecurely.and 
quietly 1n the ways of fin, asif thou hadſt never heard 
what fin'did upon Chriſt. And what ? art thou reſolv*d 
to do ſo ſtill ? ſhall nothing ſtop thee in thy career ? 
wilt-thou 'not {tay to hearken what a way it is thou 
wakkeſt in ? nor think what unvaluable mercies thou all 
this while treadeſt under feet ? Haſt thou not yer ſuffi- 
cently abuſed thy redeemers love and patience ? Haſt 
thou not made him wait long enough in vain? wilt 


thou-ſtill make ſhew of deafneſs to all thoſe meſſages 


he ſends thee: ? If fo, yet be thou fure of this,thou ſhalt 


not; be.able to fay at thy appearance:before him , _that: + 


enonte knew'ſt that fin was ſuch ari evil thing, and 
aprovoking tqhimy for befideall other warnings that 
thou haſt bad, Inow declare to thee who readeſt or hea- 
reſt cheſe 'words, | that/it thou ſtill: continueſt in'thy 
looſe ungodly lite, ljving in {weamng, curſing, drun- 


keaneſs,” whoredomi, -covteouſneſs:, cozening, -: ma- * | 


hee, of any ather.known fin , and'wiltully neglefteſt 
thy duty to God, going'whole days withour prayer or 
reading Gads Word; protamungithe Lords.Day, negle» 
&ingSacraments;if thoii hold'it onths:courſe,thou dof» 
no ' 


bought 


LIME - it 


ter than agaiv crucifie and deny the L'1d thay: 1 
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bought thee , and ſo haſt no reaſon to complain if thou 


Fall under the fime condemnation , which thou thy 


elf wilt acknowledg , Fudas ahd Pilate , and the reft 


of Chrifts enemies deſerve: ' and therefore that thon 
maiſt not be found amongſt them loaded with the ſame 
guilt at Judgment, Ido once again inthe name of 


Chriſt beſeech thee withall ſpeed to change thy heart 


and life, and uſe all means appointed to that end, and 
after all thy wandrings, now at lengrh return tobimthe 
good ſhepherd of ſouls, who'laid down his life for bis ſheep. 

4- Laſtly,the Death of Chriſt may powerfully move 
thee to repent of , and forſake all Gn , 35it holds forth 
this weighty but fad truth,zbar all thoſe bo ave deſpiſets 
of this Death,and by living and dying m their ſins reap ns 
ſaving benefit by it, ſhall in their 0zyn perſons undergo un- 
ſupportable torment for this their nmbelief and wilfel im- 
penitence. If thou believeſt the Goſpel,thou canſt not but 
acknowledge, that all men had been'in'a moſt miſera- 
ble condition if Chriſt had not died; and thou wilt 
grant that fin is a moſt perilous 'miſchievous thing}, 
and an unſpeakable provocation ro the moſt holy God; 
fince nothing could appeaſe his wrath but the Death of 
Chriſt , without whoſe bloodſhed'we had obtain'd no 
remifion : And what then doft thou think is like to be 
thy caſe, if through thy own faulr, thou art never the 
betrer for all Chriſt hath done, but muſt thy ſelf anſwer 
for thy ſins, and bear the puniſhment they have-deſer- 
ved? Let the Death of Chriſt, Iſay,inſtrudtthee what 
thou art like to expe if this be thy condition: Tf;ashe 
bimſelf ſpeaks , ſuch things -were done $0 the greentree, 
what ſhall be done to the dry ? If he who was without the 
leaſt ftainof original or aftual fin, drank ſuch a batter 
cup,when he ſtood in our ſtead; what will bethe porti- 
on of their cup, who, being poor frail creatures, "muſt 
make ſatisfation for their own fins?How GO 
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.upunder all the logd of Gods hotteſb wrath, when he 
ſhall cycet them in judgment, and cauſe his fury to.reft 
upon them? And aboye all, thy impenitent, obſlinate 
continuance in {in,- and contempt of Chriſt, will lye 
heavieſt upan thee in, the day of vengeance, | Theſe fins 
againft.the Goſpel , OT mercy , the greateſt and 
freeſt mercy, are moſt provoking to/God, moſt inex- 
cuſable in themſelves , and will therefore prove moſt 
perniciqus toſfinners.. Methinks then, it thou, hadſt but 
any regard to thy ſelt,torhy own eaſeand comfort,this 


ſhould, make thee out of love with fin; to conſider how « 


dearit's like to colt thee, how: pleaſant foever it ma 
now ſeem. It was not for nothing that Chriſt felt fo 
much.ſorrow and. pain, es thou ſhalt know to'thy ever- 


laſting woe ,. if thou. pluck the heavy judgmepts of 


Godon thy. own head, by ſhghting him who would 
have kept.them from off thee. Aſſure thy ſelf, poor fin- 
ner, as bald and confident as now thou art, thou wilt 
neverbeable to conteſt with that wrath, which exerci- 
ſed eventhe ſtrength of Chriſt ro bearit; thou art ne- 
yer hke.rg9 [40 away li ly with that which he felt ſo 
heavy: For ſhame ar lengrh leave thy, tgoliſh plea,that 
Godwill be more mercitul than to torment his crea» 
tures:-for -baſt thou notſcen how he bruiſed his own 
Sons who never offended him, hoy he braiſed him, ] 
ſay, for gur wniquities, and will he then ſpare thee, who 
inthy,own, perſon haſt heen a moſt ſtubborn,bard-hear- 
ted rebel; and haſt caſtqway wuh loathing the mercies 
that, yergagain and again.even preſt upon thee ? Thou 
haſtnoreaſon for {ixet bond expectations. What ? wilt 
thoutel Chriſtar Judgment , that thou didſt-not be- 
bevethatever God would be fo ſevere, as.to, puniſh 
thee {o:! dreadfully:{and/everlaſtingly.;as his Ward 
threatged2and that theretore thou tobk'ſt, ſomewhat 
more-lberty in thy hfe than he allowed thee ? Datwlh 
6:01 nou 
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thou come with ſuch a plea as this ? But if thou ſhouldſt, 


what wilt thou anſwer ta Chriſt when he ſhall lay open 
what he underwent for thy ſake, and how thou madeſt 
light of his love? will got-this ſoon ſilence thee ?: FE 
he ask thee, wherher thou hadſt not eyidence and. proo 

enough of the evil and danger that was 10 {in ,- by his 
ſuffering ſo much for others tranſgreſſions, wilt thou 
hayeany pretenceleft to juſtihe thy (elf > I may perhaps 
afterward urge this confideration, but I mentzon,1tnow 


as offered to us by the ſufferings of Chriſt , which do 


- 


moſt plainly declare, that doleful are the miſcries pre- 


pared forthoſe that get no good by him,but dic ia their 
ſms; which may bring all that are not un loye fog rs 
nation , out of love with that fin which will at. length 
plunge them into it. Ang thus you ſee how rmany,mo- 
tives to true repentance are afforded us from the ſerious 
meditation on the Croſs and Paſſion of Chriſt, as this 
diſcovers to us the hainous natyre of fin; and as there: 
is ſuch mercy and loye hereby reveal'd , as may. wark 
upon and reclaim all that.are ingenuous,, grateful, or 
wiſe for themſelyes ; and as this makes {in,more mo 

ftrouſly vile which ſhall be committed againſt ſich 


mercy ; and as it ſhews.thatall men living in ſindying 
our of Chriſt, are like to undergo unſufferable FTE 's - 
e ſecond 


for their obſtinacy. And thus I have finiſhtt 


qualification which 1s neceſlary to all warhF unne ; 


nicants, to wit, 'True Repentance, anvuafeigned ſorrow 
for, a deteſtation of, and a turning from gll willtul nin 


CHAD... 
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CHAP.1V. 


IL A ;obt remembring the great end of the Death of 
Chriff, to redeem us from all iniquity, and ſattifie us. | 


Of Faith an Covenanting with Chriſt. 


T muſt needs he, that if we rightly remember the 
Death of Chriſt in the Sacrament, we muſt then re- 
member to what end and purpoſe this was: and this 
'  weſhall plainly find in Scripture to be, thar he might 
redeem Maar from that fintul miferable ſtate he was 
faln into; and reſtore” him to a ſtate of holineſs and 
happineſs in the enjoyment of God from whom he 
was faln. So 1 Pet. 3: 18. For Chriſt alſo bath ence ſuf- 
fered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might kring 
as to God. Epb. 2.16, 17,18. Heb. 7. 25. And this 1s 


the meaning of all rhoſe places which ſpeak of the Re- ' 


demption we have obtain'd by Chriſt, if we take itin its 


catipn. "And to this purpoſe he offers him: . 


largeft _ 

ſelf to Men to be their Redeemer , to conferr upon 
- themthepardan of their fin, -and give. them. vitory 0- 
ver all their corruprions, and the temptations of Satan, 
and'to lead them by his Spirit through this dangerous 
world ; till he ſhall bring them with. triymph into the. 
kingdom of the Father. \ hence it fallows, that no 


| \ . - 
man canremember Chriſt as he ought ,ubo will not recetve 


him to theſe endswnd purpoſes for which he offers himſelf, | 


which is our effettual believing in him. For is hea fit man 
totelebrate Chriſts remembrance, who hath no love for 
him, nor any liking to his undertaking, .nor will be per- 
ſwaded tocomply therewith ?And ſuch are all they who 
reje&him+and the tenders of his mercy , except they 
might have them in their own way,  and'that do flatly 
contradi hisdeſiga in becoming our Mediator , by 
conti® 


\ | 
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cominuwng ftilt in. their natural corrupt eſtate, [aliena- 
ted from God, and liable ro his wrath : that.is, who are 
unbelievers. -*So. that here 1 mean no more than, That 
without Faith in Chriſt we cannot rightly remember bim, 
without we ſo believe that he'is the only Saviour of 
Mankind, that we reſolye, he, and none s he, ſhall be 
our Saviour, in the way that be himfelf thinks fit !Bur 
ro make it yet plainer , boxy . unfit all ſuchre of 
Chriſt are t16.come'to this holy Supper ,..conlider, that 
QUr receivang.. of: the Sacrament is appointed to be on 
our part, a5.8 token and Ggnof our makin and renew- 
ing our CATNan ved God egg w rh ifwe be 

acere, then. t 15.4 oy $. 1s 
Covenant with us aconhr SAS parh. of our belief it, ta 
he will be our God. ,--and, ll wh his wes 
and: herein he gives usan earneſt and pledge of the 
ture bleſſings which we ſhall recezye _ ons 
his Son , 23 L ſhall ſhew under the next Head. it 
ver then penabs ar, that all wan Har will.not be 

eld in an ſi epant ,..are moſt y 
come to bs Se: the-very deſign of Lujcom | 
to which., ;33. toſhew that-we are a Pros in Cox 
with God; ang by this folemnaChon,cak 10g: cati 
the Bread , ,and drinking « the, ne, we are ttelti 
that we are ſo.,.and do herchy indour ſelves Ki Ire. 
main. What would this be,but. with much form 
mock that God who wyll not be pero .ANi 


'ts 


yeaof Prech | Jizel for. 14 ey vr ng 
and ds only ha Dag th your Lord and EE 
&- partake of this Feaſt which 1 have Ad inremems- 
brance of the Redemption I have wroug t for you, and yer 
multirudes,yho will not take him for their Lord fo rule. 
" over 
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over thery -nor will be (avit /or thety [A ſons by kin nt 

In atid rake of this Sut This is juſt as if a Ge- 

Herale\ Army, hx Sz mind ro {ingle out ſore 

of his Soulier for ſome defign, ſhoul ſay, Al you 

Key: ae f0' go Por We, bold up your bands, 

yet mari cla ot tp their hands who refuſe to 

my harw d this be - Bats befoot themſelves and a- 

{© their Leader ? Or, as Yar rhe firftappointment sf 

= Fi ovet it had been cormandes; that they , and 

ofly, ould eat 6f the Paſchal Lembs, who would 

2s X "Ky ypt intdCaany ,"tinder the conduct of 

bt ade et many «] the Ifradites ſhould 
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{n ct thoft ho Witl depa OTF REED | 
VBondh he Wd abt tan; and be gai-- 
'thrdr " he Wilderneſsof this world, tilt 

tothe Heavenly Carlady*t c they ſhotald 


"were h aſe. 
ob, vida thinking 


OBobto thrgn ie others to this Table who" 
as Kavin iſ reſoſutions' 
ik "a tin; ant anon CR, 'who would' 
m_ tor lory: "Theſe are the Hen that are found" 
Woot YR, whb the Malter'of the 
mr vur'from'arongft the reſt, arid difpolt” = 
Po place doh Bb feitable for theri, 4 
I read! MAYES, It, tn ty ' Sb that" 
TY ou ſee that i it 72 Ge LIOEETTY att anefar 
iN t any mari to addreſs himſelf ro:this Ordi-: 
ns, 'who is not heartily" in Covenarit with God, ſince 
herein! he profefferh” hinifelFto be (o,”ahd therefore Kb R.. 


{Peat whick Heath made 6 piirpoſerorn- * * | 
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ke be hot ie ll be found # 1yir both to > Ged and Man. 
But, fince this is made by ſome the yery nature and 
deſign of the' Lords Suppe tobe, A Faxderal Rate, or an 
action teſtifying and conifirtring 3 a Covenant betwixt 
God and man, asjn the Eaſtern 1d, other Countrie 
they were wynit to ratike. their Loeb feaſting to- 
ther, and as they who Ear of the ſacnifices offeredro 
Bevile thereby had fellowſhip with Devils , - as the 
Jews by tating of their fiekikes held communion with 
and profeſt ſubjeQtion ro God ,. as you may ſee them 
parallel'd I Cor, 10.16, 17h, þ 8, 19,20. Since Lay, 
yn on man's' part a ſigh 6 o f his being) in covenant with 
OY ſhall Sant. fuller explain What this Coy 
Fun] is; that you ma 7 undexlt hg hat er-you are 


cordially exited. therein 0, wh are willi lingto continue 


in it, rh foyou may know whether y lms to br 
enitertained' as worthy py at {i Ee ab 
Is proper to his Covenany- 22C's = 


In a. word then, #be vrevant which We renew 


ge. 49), e 

T ed ay red opial real = 

we.oW d inthe 2 Yheon be fours 

ro'us,, which' are dengred Hz he Perſon he ſacred 

Trinity : at is, wi5g hens ablig*d to aknaw-+ 

In 6d Fi Father ti to,be reator and Preſergeng, 
thetefore t0 rwiieg an elves, as. his, creamures. 

oh Abs Fingour ber y tiis Cor nds and Pro» 
oa ng Ry Fl parka Plez mg him and, 


on made mangthatas Jer, 
we are hereby;by ound ro 9 for. our only: 


rn, through whom alone. we. hope for the pardon, 


RR 


of USE, and'for ablity. 9 ſerve and Pcs God, 


m :\ And 
God: 


or” acceprance and happineſs with 


( 80 ) 
Gad the Haly Ghoſt we promulſe to take for our San-! 
Atifier, to have our ſouls by him renewed after the [- 
mage of God,and thoſe graces giveninto us which were 
porchaſt bor us by Chrilt,, and'tbt evidences of Gods 
ove, and of our title to.the future bleſledneſs to be 
clear*d vp, and affur'd to our -conſciences ; the Holy 
V/ord alto. which he” inſpir'd. the Prophets and Apo- 
ſles ro write, we are hereby, engag*d to take for.the 


Rule of our faith and life. And this is your ering in- 


to Covenant with,and being conſecrated to the Father, 

Son , and Holy Ghoſt; "which doth neceflanily ſup- 
poſe and :nclade ourrenouncing the fleſh, the world , 
andthe Devil, which is ineffc& the fame with Repen- 
tance for fin , which I ſpoke to largely under the laſt 
Head : For he whois truly humbled for and reſolved 
to forſake fin, 'doth hereby renounce his fleſh which is 


plezs*d with fin.” and will not makecarnal ſelf his chief. 


end, "and He alf6 renoynceth the world, which is the 
fuel and food of 'his lufts , * all that whereyiththe car- 


lh 


mal part is pratified, as matters of pleaſure profit, ho-. 
Ps Lair like, hot reparding them 3© means to bis. 


hour, and the like, not repargu as means to þi 
happineſs; zhd he renoyneeth the Devil, who-by tem- 


__ 


to fiti, "and that wicked nature alſo which. does the 


' office of a"Tempter with him., All you then, who. | 


have been baptiz'd into the Chriſhan Faith, are there- 


by bouridto take God for your Supreata Governor and; 


chief Happineſs , and Jeſus Chriſt for your Mediator 


and way to the Father , and the Holy Spirit for your. 
Sandifer and Gaide. And fince you were Infants when. 


you'were thitsfirſtdedicared ro God, it behoves you 


that are now come to the uſe of reaſon,and are reſoly*d, 

' by the grace'of God ,. tobe ſtedfaſt in this holy Cove-. 

nant, to come ro the Lords Table , and there profeſs. 

theſe reſolutions, and by the receiving of this Sacra- | 
Sa | 1 ment 


poone drawh from theſe worldly things, wonld entice. | 
im 


$1) 
ment in the preſenc e heart-ſearching God, and 
all your Fellow-Chnittians, to renew your engagement 
' that you will take (God for your God, and that you will 
be his people... Since then at 1s ſo plain, that they, and 
they only,ate worthyCommunicants, who have in heart 
mage this Covenant with God in Chriſt , which they 
areto profeſs, ſolemnrze, and confrm, by eating and 
drinking the Sacramental bread.and wine ; it remains 
that all vho- would got venture upon darnnation,by,do- 
ingthis unworthily,ought to enter into a faithful exami- 
nation of rhemſelyes, whether indeed this be their con- 
dition and frame, of heart, or not. And let me be- 
ſeech thee, Reader, faithbully ro ſer, upan this Work, 
as a buſineſs of rhe greateſt concernmeat that ever thou 
had{t todo inthy lite ; namely, to ſee that thou art fin- 
cerely 10 covenant with God through his Son; for this 
is the very heart and ſubſtance of Religion, the Sum af 


' all. Chriſtianity, , and that pap which thy working 


happineſs wholly de ends, know but thisonce, an 
thou mayeſt know that Heaven will be thy portion, + 
ſhouldit rhou dye at this hour: . ... ; - 


- And here, that Lmay do what in me les pohelp thee 
to the true knowledge of thy ſelf,let me;firſt advile thee 
to look carefully into thy own heart, for that's thy ſu- 
reſt way, if thouart but well acquainted with the wor- 
kings thereof, and wiltdeal imparnally. . And in this 
ſearching into the ſtate and on a of thy Soul, I 
would wiſh thee to put theſe queſtians'to thy ſelf which 
I ſhall ask thee, and to give 1n a trueanſiyer. ., 
I demand gf thee then, , what 1s that great good..on 


. 


which hoa haſt plac*d thy higheſt love ? the obrainin 


hich th rt tlove ? g 


and. which if thou'coul, & but gtrain.tq ” thou believett . 
thou-ſhouldit be. fuihed and made perteRly happy /? 
Can{tihou fay,' andtbatrul Hy that God hath the up- 


molt” 
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moſt place in thy heart, thar®i 


thority Fays thee 
molt , and that, for the main, all things that concern , 
thee are regarded” but in order "to him? Doft thou 
make ir thy principal ſtudy and trade to pleaſe him? 
And doſt thou count of nothing as fit to make. thee a 
portion but his everlaſting love? If it be thus with thee, 
then thou mayſt fafely conclude that indeed thou haſt 
made God thy chief end. But enquire diligently whe- 
ther it ben6tquite otherwiſe, and whether thou haft 
novſet up thy felf in a diftinCtion from God, becoming 
thy own Idol? Artthou not poſleſt with high thoughts 
ot thy ſelf? loving and admiring thy ſelf, ſeparate from 
him who gave thee thy being? It's trae,the man who 15 
moſt heartily deveted'to God hath the greateſt love and 
veneration of himſelf, but it is as he is Gods creature; 
and it-1s his foul which hath his higheſt eſteem ; and he 


ſeeks his happineſs by ſubjeCting himſelf to God, and 


'thereforc'preters / aGores, and admires God infinitely 
above himſelf, regarding himſelf in and for God, "ac-. 


counting tr theentof his being to ſervehis Makers will, 


and defiring no other felicity , than the feeling of that 
loveot God which he manifeſts to'allfach humble o- 
bedient ones. *Biit the carnal man;though he may have 
ſome reverenctfor God, and may yield him fometri- 
bure of ſervice;, ſortic prayers, ſome praiſes, and ſume 
AubjefEtion; yet all this is bur in order to his carnal ſelf, 
forthe procuring forit ſuch things as cannor be had 
without God; fo tbar God is regarded but as a means to 


ſcif, and with refpe&t hereto'1s all his fervice of God, 


For #Henanner and mexſirres of it, fram'd and limited. 
*Fhins may the covetous man, whoſe chiet end istoery 


rich bomfif,pray&Gadfor riches, praiſe him fOFFis 99+ 


be fo farFſt an®Pthatitable as he thinks may forward 


% 


bisthiiving;' Featie'may be in all things fo for eb ipi- 


144) 
e come 


= I. &. \ 3 of | «. . ; . 
"otts 45 hittders not bischiet erd; but'ter-this 


in 


& 


| 


IIA Þ t( 


HE SRD T oO w_rwr—_T TE 6 


fol 
be 


nnd 4 QAR 


(83!) 
16,competition wth any duty to God, ſo; that by ſer- 
vingbiathe ſhould 1mpoyeriſh himſelf, you ſhall ſoon 
perceive: What: is his God, and what rules bim moſt, as . 
you:;have: an; examplejnithe young man-that came to 
Chyilt, dat. 19.24;22.wberctore examine, I ſay whe> 
ther. thou artinota lover:of thy elk. more than God. 
Doesgot thy own will and fancy ordinarily guide thee 
19thy actions and aftairszand 1s notthat courſe taken. 
which. moſt 'conduceth to..the intereſt, of thy fleſh ; 
ſhouldſfbthou not then account. thy ſelf well engugh 


_ providedefor,if thouwall but compleatly furniſh'd wath 


all thatgzn-the world;/ which tends.to the accompliſhing 
and' gratifying of man as, he 15 an, inhabitanc of. the . 
eaxth.2. And is not;thy. labour moſt for; ;thy delire after 
thy,dehghtin ſuch' things as tend.to,,the-plealang,. and 
advancing thy ſelf the world ? Haſt.rthou not, been. 
moſt taken up in; making proviſions tor thy fleſh? thins 
king with thy ſelfythat to be happy Was 9 live a merry , 
like; and:take thine caſe and pleaſure; or elſe:to get more , 
money-than thy neighbours, and to have more reſpect, 
and: eſteem, that whete ever thou goeſt thou maiſt be 
praiſed and admired ?- Haſt thou;not, taken thoſe for : 


the happieſt men that, have the greateſt ſhare . of theſe 


ogy! and haſt thou not therefore envied them? and 
bateg.chemgft they have ſtood in thy way, and kept.thee 
from thelike? Reader, what ſaith thy. Conſcience to 
this? Dg but hearken , and it will ſpeak plain and tell, 
thetruth. - Sure thou can(t not but- know . what.:thou, 
makeſt the great end of thy lite, what i515 tor that thou 
deſireſt/to {tay in the world; whar thou riſeſt for every 
morning, and for what: thou goeſt into. this' company 
and that, and takeſt all thy journeys, and wholly em-. 
ployeſt:thy hands+and.head. All.rhis 3s exther for God 
orcfor earnal ſelf; pringipally.; tor there cannot be.two, 
clucfends. And ibtbou art one'that-divelt ro, and Ido- 


G 2 lizeſt 


(84 
l:zeft thy (elf, for ſhame take notonthee to: love" God 
above all, as thow'uſeſt to dot for indeed: thou (do fior + 
truly and properly take him'to be God, riot rhyGod. 
Again, let meask rhee , haſtthowever foundimithy 
Sout powerful -and prevalent convictions,that thou haſt 
no/Way to attaintrue happineſs; -nor to eſca 7 
bur by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ?And haſt rthou'thereup- 
oh heartily conſented ro his offers, - and to the: conditt= | 
ons he hath apportitedfor the ſaving ofthy ſoul; being” 
 willitig to be taughtand govern'd by him, only: hoping 
for pardon of ſin, grace, and glory”to'be given-to'thee; 
by God through him;and for his fake? Purthequeſtion- 
tothy cwn heart-, didſt thou'everFet ſee'an' abſolute 
neceflity of Chrift;fo'rhat thou took*ſt rhy ſelf for ar 
undone creature without him ?:: And hath thy ſbub been 
kindly-and thankfully affected with this amazing 'wy-- 
ſtery of love, that God hath ſhown to: poor helpleſs ſin- 
nets through his 80h Þ /Hath 1t warmed. and: rejoyeed 
thy keart1o conlider 1t'? - Thus in ſome good meaſire 
will it be with'thee ,- if thou art a true Believer-ip - 
Chriſt. And this depends upon the former: forat thow 
haſt taken theeverlaſting enjoyment -of God for thy 
chief happinefs/, their wilt then be- ready to comply _ 
with that way which leads to this' end, and-that'sonly 
ſhew*d'to usin and by Chriſt, whois himſelf the vay-r0- 
the Father, and now? thin come to God but by bim”! And 
when thou art once throughly perſwaded of this, thou 
canſt nor but willin gly-refign thy felf -ro him, | confen- 
ting to be ſav*d'by'him,onwhat terms;and'in what way 
he tall appoiat'and preferibe to thee: and'this-firm: 
and prevalent' conſent of 'thy ſoul 1s true and ſaving 
faith ,.'to' which the pardon of ſifis and everlaſting life 
ispromiſed.” Phis1s comm ro Chriſh;recetuing bim-and- 
ſeveral other ways its expreſb' n"Scriptuye, ' butmoſt 
otmmonlycall *q 'out- believing: in $4», which iinclades 
$49: F in 


( 85.) \ 
_ anvit,; our truſting ro bm forall mercy, our hearkening 
ou teachings, and our, reſolutions ſeriouſly to;obey 
s commands, and imitate zmple. 1 Exarninethy 
| gl then 5 Whether thou: haſh ſuch a ſound, faith 
B's ght in thee oxmor. Haſt thou not rather contented 
y felt with a fluggiſh-nofruitful belief ; that Chriſt 
"35the; Saviour of, the-world, ; wb ever mibdin thy 
own particular need which thouſtand'ſt in ofhinh$; fir 
"ever making enquiry what he woyld'bave thee ho of 
be fayed ? Have ,notthine eyes beenſo far blinded, that 
|  thoynever yet fawſt {or much evil in fin as ſhould make 
thee: look out tor adelverer, and prize him who hath 
dons, fo much, ro redeem thee ?.,But canſt make; ſhift 
wellenough to live without Chrift,. ſojthou canſt bur 
. get.thoſq things which, thou_now, takeſt ta be more 
uſeful, ul;for. cage inorder.tothy happineſs?. Thus willit 
be with.thee , if thou-kaſt ſer thy-hearr upon the plea- 
Ging.audadvancin gotply roma Telf.; thou artnot.then 


like.to fee any rep need of Chriſt, 'or any excellenay 
Pay ſhould-make him defirable : for he came 
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[ent '6f their, Idols,burro turn their hearts'off them, to 
rhe living. and true God, And therefore as they. who 
have choſe this God for their portion,.do make it their 
grear work to. get; an intereſt in, Chriſt the Mediator,, 
anddahve upon, and make uſe of! himto/ bring chem 
to their *portiony ſo-yhey that have made the plegling of 
their fleſh with any worldly thmg their ultunateead, 
they are diligent inthe uſing of all meansthat may kelp 
On this hieir! baſe ed... The yoluprous , brutiſh fin- 
ners\ hunt  aftey- ſenſual pleaſures-in their meat and 
drink, oy floth, cexcelſive.ſpprts,'and _merny 
Joyiabcomp covetous man, who. hath a £q= 
dyanfatabl fancy togratifie, wholly ſpends hirgſelt an 
frexbuing: up wealth, and betafts ſweetneſs 3n nathng 
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- but! his gains. © His Bonds and'Bills aid Leaſesare"er- 
'ter"rhings to him than the Covenant of Grace; => 
\Homſes and Lands: md Money more precrous ; hid 
Bloodof Chit, Atid (orhe prodling ar{bitidifs 1tHa 
would Fiin have mich eſteem afdUH6nour fii they na, 
- (which is the moft natural vicets! atmoſt Ever 
they'purſuetheir deſ1iz, by kiowring i to get zo, '&h 
:places, ro make great mer) their friends; recommending 
themſelves tothe world';' by their fitnp ruous Ho! 
"gent Retirnes, 5th Cloiths, grieve eportmiefrt,: ad 
like braveries'{'dthers by thiir ſtfenpth, beauty, 
"Jearning , and the Nike Accomnpliſhinents of Bs 'sr 
Mind: Thus you fee, according to the nature of ns 
' Fappinnels, they mitke tfe of thean#'ts'teach'it; op 
well therefore; whether ſome of theſe &r the like's mpty 
* rrifle;have nut beetirnore ferh > n#aboured for , 
-Okfilt Himſelf *if ſoy - fiever' Fon takeſt hi for 
aMedrator ; F6r jr FOEM Sarent, them doſt not' mike Hi 
A51"No ; bur* off thi $ ? are'Irdeed thy en, 
>Which thou make life of th acfGig liſh thy TeHAAt de. 
- Boris! "And: Here by tho dap as ninth he 
out vitifie CHAR, 25 (rv Meebo from Wrrt1! and 
. tike Mabomitt for: thy Sav ox axe; beware bf! BeteivHn) 
"thy ſelf in'thispornt? "Whith is thier) feotinion;! ah 
-dinigerots to raſk Fftrtiſtinss Wd reymg 6 Chriſt, 
whilſt the heart felis moſt upd fore) 'oftt ward erf6y- 
:mient' $0 bringtt ts the happitineſst ſeeks for, #td'the 
e moſt they look tb? From ChARjs "to have him ke; 
ther from Helf; URerthey! have Peek tl their "Rays 


-tifymyg their hiſts] 'Urid ſetving the Devil; bat thty te- 
Ber think of ;thprevitie Binf'44' Meare? BetWwiv 
(GoGanttheirrTouk7 expetting! M1 their rhercies df this 
"FFEhAd the rie%?; eine by Hitn=kkd by Hifoferin fk 
"ap all their ſervice” ro God; AVherefore A ps 
46 r6thieftit 62% that 'n6: hing wilproveyun ſincerely ih 


3: Cove» 


. (Ac6p.) 
Covenant withChriſt,; as ane of his living members, 
buta thorow, ſtedfaſt willingneſs to, be brought to hap- 
pineſs by him in his own way, and let it be your careto 
examine whether you are.thus beartily willing. | 
And. then laſtly, haſt thou ſubmurred thy Sout to the 
powerful workings of the Holy gooſ , torenew and 
regenerate thee? Haſt thou faithfully rendred up thy ſelf 
ro-him, to be transformed into the divine- likeneſs, to 
have thy.corruptions purged away , andall ſaving gra- 
ces implanted inthee ? Ir is the Office of the Holy 


- Ghoſt, ro carry on Chriſts intereſt in the ſouls of men, 


to. fulfil all the pleaſure of his goodneſs , and the work of 
faith with power gobring them tothe Father by the Son. 
No man can cry Abba Father , and be hlled with achild- 
like diſpoſition and nature , but he who hath seceived 
this Spirit of adoption; and no man cancall Feſus Lord, 
and be heartily ſubject ro him, bur by.the help of this 
almighty Spirit. He ſhews men the vanity of the Crea- 
Lure, and the goodneſs, the tulnefs, and all-ſufhciency: 
of God:,/and enablesthe heart firmly to- cleave to him : 
Re. convinces men of {in, and ſhews them the odiquſ- 
nels and danger of it,and diſcovers to them a Saviour, 
by whom they may be redeemed,trom all their 1niqui- 
ties, fromthe dominion, and trem the condemnation 
of {in : And he begets inthe ſoul a ſaving tab, making 
men. not only willing,. but earneſtly defzrous to accepr- 
at Chriſt to both thele ends.-Reflec upan rhy-ſelf then, | 


whether thou halt experienced any-fuch -workings in 


thy ſoul or not, whether thou art changell by this divine 


power into a new and heavenly nature, ;andart her 
become 4 new creature, as all in Chriſt are, old things be- 
ing done away. Halt thou ever found the vigorous and 
warm movings of this holy Spirit upon thy heart, con- 
veying light and hfe-to thy dark: foul, dead 3n treſpaſſes 
and {ins Haſt thou carefully cheriſhed theſt motions , 
- G 4. and 


( '88)) 
and complied with this ſanRifying work, which ſpreads 
it ſel thr oughthe- whole man? And aft thou willingto 
be govern4d by him,to hearken'to his voice within'thet, 
and to that word which was inſpired by hit to bea 
lamp'ro thy feet?" If theſe things beſo, then'tndeed 
thou haſt performed the engagement that wis kein 
thee';, by being baptized into'the Name of the”Hel 
Ghoſt. Bur call thy ſelf ro account, wherher ir hath'r! 
b-en'quite' otherwiſe with thee. Doſt thou not ill 
remain 1h the*carnal ſe}fiſh ſtate , - alienated from the 
Iife of God through a blind mind} anda wicked fhib- P 
wy will, being ſtil} ar enmity with him ? Haſt rh66 

noetuenched the Spirit ? and ſtifled convichions;and re | 

his operations upon thy ſoul? Art thou not'rather 

ded by the ſedncing ſpirit and thy own unthortified 
luſts? Donor theſe ſtillremain infirengch arid -power, 
fo thar Wharever thev draw thee to, (muſt be done, let 
the:Word'and Cor ſcience fa whatthey will ?-'If irbe 
rhjus, never boaſt of havin God to'be thy Maker, nor 
Chriſt thy Redeerner:: for ifthou art not A nRikied by 
the Holy Ghoſt, God will never awn-thee for his, who 
accepts of none but an holy people. 

Phus by look:ng carefully matoyour hearts, Fothmay 
diſcern; wherhet you are truly it covenant with. Of 
or.not.:” And'if this ſeem any matrerof difheuhy: ; 
know what: your hearts are ; 6r-rather, left you Mel: 
pretend. your hearts are thus right; when 1t 15no/ſuch”. 
thing, I ſhatlgive 6ne inſtance' more whereby yoti may 
know bow you'ſtand related' ts God, and that'is by . 
the conſideration of : your lives and eonverſitions :' for; 
ityou are {incerely devored to God in your hearts; then' 
you muſt needs ſhew: ir in the holineſs of your lives; 

v hich 15 nothing: elſ& bur the keeping of that Qover 

n 'nt which is maie bet'vixr Godand: the foul: IFiyou” 
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it your chief-happineſs to ſee God. If you-are patient 


and wrwedried in well-doing , it's a fign-you ſeek for 


honour and ploty with God, , Andif you keepthe Com- 
mandements riſt,endeavouring to walkas be walk d, 


it's manifeſt chat you love him/and believe in him. If 
| pang forth much fruity hereby you and all men may 


ox that you are Chriſt*s Diſciples, that you are lv 
branches of him, the true Vine ;' then bave you Ateecd 
Chrift., if you walk m him. | And if you ſhew forth the 
fruits of rhe Spirit in your hives, 1t's a ſure token | that 


"hispraces are lown im your hearts. If you are led by, 


endwa'kafter the Spirit then indeed the Spurit' 1s. -wath 
and in yau, and you live #n bing Gal. 5. 2.5. But on the 
other hand , itfs as certain thou art a ſtranger and 'a+ 
hen from this: Covenant-lI have before deſertbed, if 
thou be one ithat ferveſt - the Devil rather thats the 
true God. Make what profeſſion thou wilttoJove God 
and believe in Chriſt, it thow alloweſt rhy ſelf in any 
one- known fn , all thy great pretences will alengthr 
comets; nothing. What, doth that man love tbe Lord, 
wbo doth not hate evil? Nay,who delights19 thatwhich 
the Lord abhors,and wherewith he 1s griev*dinnd pro- 
vokd to fury ? Doth-hetake'Chriſt for his Lord , who 
will not be obedient to him? Doth he take him tor his 
Phyſicran, whowould not be heal*d,but had rather keep 
his Diſeaſes? Beware as thou loveſt thy ſoul'; of-tbar 
dangerous tviiſtake , that thy belief in Chriſt may ferve 
torn wellenough for thy ſalvation , wuhout--ant holy ' 
life ;- for if thou leadeſt not an holy hte, it's moſt cer- 
tain thou-doſt notrruly believe m Chriſt. For it 1s nor - 
enough toprovethee ſuch a Believer as ſhall be ſaved , 
rotruſtin ChriſF's merits, and bope God will be-merct- 
ful ro thee forthis ſake, burit is alſo of abſoluteneceſ> 
{ity that thou belive in bim as Prophet, and King, and 
accept of hinmtto-teach and govern thee, it eyer thou 


63s! hope 
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hope for any: ſaving benefit by him.;..and therefore 
thou mult believe kis Promuſes and Threatmngs, and 
faithfully endeavour to/yield an univerſal obedience to | 
his Commands , and-to. follow. his footſteps; So that to 
ſay thou haſt a good faith in Chriſt whilſt thou. veſt an 
ungodly life, 1s as Hat a contradiction, as to ſay, thowart 
faithful ro.thy Prince, , whilſt thou riſeſt up in arms - 
inſt him ;.and ſo much. as.an oath of Allegiance and - 
Fideliry to.their Soyerargn dath tye men from Rebelli. 
on, ſo much doth Saving Faith bind them againſt wic- 
kedacſ3,. And to talk of keeping thy faith: firm whit 
thou liveſt indiſobedience to thy. Lord , is as if a Wife 
ſhould fay , ſhe was careful in keeping her: Marriage 
covenant whalſtſhe lived in open adultery. , Lhus much 
here [, waz willing to ſpeak of this, that thou:mailt be 
he mote plainly convinc'd , 'thatit thou hveſtin, or 
ovelt agy;{in.,, and: Waltnot leave 1t , though Gods 
Word; and thy own Chnſcience condemn thee for it, 
that thgn thou art not {incerely in covenant with God: 
Wheretoredook well intothy,kfe , conlider thy ways, | 
haw thou behavelt thy ſelf cowards God and. man,and in 
all thy, carriage/in the World., Art, thou, nota wiltul 
neglecter.af' thy duty rg thy. Maker , living without a 
ſenſe or acknowledgment vk himian all thy ways, not 
ſa muchias once in a day, or perhaps in awhole week ,' 
ſetting thy felt ſerioully xo, pray to him.n thy Fanuly, 
or Cloler.,.not taking any pleaſure 1n reading his word, 
or in thinking and ſpeaking of him to thy, own and 0- 
thers,adyantage? Doſt thownot protane the Lords day, ! 
and turn thy back with contempt upon the Ordinances 
of God? Art;thou not usd to {wearing,..curling,-and : 
taking ahe: holy Name.gf; God 1n vain 1n thy common 
diſcourſe? or art thou-not guilty of lying, cozenage , 
injuſtice an thy trading and dealing with men, ot op- 
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not liven envy and malice; allowing thy ſelf in rai- 
ling, back-biting, and landering ? Or,doſtnot thou ris- 


-rouſly abuſt the pts creatures of- God , eating and 


drinking to exceſs, unfiting thy ſelf for Gods ſervice, 


and ſtudying only to pleaſe thy palate ? Doft' thou nor 


pollute rhy"fout with wanton thoughts, difcourſes and 


unclean ptaftiſts ?! Doſtrhou tot miſcſpend thy rime 
-in idleneſs 'andyamry; eateleſly waſting precious hours 


that ſhould be improv*d for Geds honour by getting or 
oing:g660?+ Doft- thou nor'give way tothy'pride'1n 
y jj ourſe;"tarrmge or artire, laviſhing money and 


| -rime for the pratifying of this baſe luſt? Pur ſuch que- 


ſtions as theſerothy ſoul; and anſwer themimpartially 


.and truly. 'And-if thou liveſt in any of theſe , or the like 
witful fins;"be affured thou haſt been falſe ro'the Cove- 
-nant which thou wasented irito ih Baptiſm But if thy 
-Conſciefice. Ean truly 'witnefs for thee, that thou hateſs 


'everyfalſiwa 1, haſt a reſpe# to alt Gods Commandment, 
.carneſtly'defiring and _ endeavouring inall 
'thy;ways ts Ypprove'thy delf to the moſt righteous 
God.” lon in 7. nothing more than that thou maiſt 
-walk unb $3obl y before-him; then thou maiſt ſafely 
conclude thar thou art one of Gods Covenant people, 
andas fach >he will ownthee;, 'and ro thee belong the: 
priviledges and benefirs ofthe Covenant, and therefore. 
the Seals'ofit rod; fo that thou haſt very good warrant 
ro addreſs yhyſelf to this/Sacrament , whereby all the 
promiſes of 'God are confirn'd to his people, and 
whereby they profeſs the hearty readring up of them-. 
ſelvesro: bim! ' Foe 
- "By this time 1 hope thou ſeeft what it is-to-be cor- 
dially in covenant with God'the Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghoft'/ which all are enigaged ro by Baptiſm, and 
which Covenant they renew at the LordsSupper,name- 
ly; tolove.Godabove all, and to account: his love thy 
ITO! chickett 


(92) 
chiefeſt happineſs, to accept of Jeſiis Chriſt -as thy on- 
Iy Saviour to bring theeto this happineG.;-- and to be 
willing to be fanCtibed by the Holy Ghoſt, and led by 
him un the'ways of bolineſs. | Now, if thou findeſt thy | 
ſelf ſtrange to all this, and 'did{t never yet feel thy foul / 
/broughtunder the borid-of this Covenant, my/next 
-work is ta perſwade thee to:if., | even fo beſeech thee 
deliberately and ſerwuſly; bur yet ſpeedily ; to make 
a firm and (everlaſting Covenant | with Gqd. to be his 
upon his own terms, tobe abſolutely devoted.to-him'i 
heart:and1ife, as thou: waſt in Baptiſm. Somerbit® 
1 ſhallſay'r6 prevail with thee, if poſſible, for the per- 
formance: of:1his: waghty: 1ndiſpenſible, Duty. But 
by the way take notice, that all I atn exhorting thee to 
may well'vs included in'this ane word, even Beliewing 
»n Feſas/Chrift, which is:that qualification] am now Up- 
on, diſcovering the neceflity of-it in all Conimunica- 
cants. And this I would have'thee to obſerve, .thar 
thou mailt the berter anderſtand what I mean when 


| 


| 


bong wes Hy wa, ed ed wh © we 


preſs thee tofau:b in Chrifh, \as making it all one with 


he C:yvetanr now mentioned. { For , as l-haye/ befote \ 


inimated'; !hethat truly; believes in; Chrift- receives 
bimin rhe quality and office, of a Mediator; by hiea to 
artain toithathappinefswbickhe oftets rome; and con- 
fents to'/be brought tBit1nthat way which he thinks fic 
to dire&t/ Now the happidets: he offers; +is/the enjoy- 
ment of God'in glory,” andthis he hath ſprocureg he 
Believers by his ſarisfaQion/and intercefſion., and fits 
them ftxrir; by his Spirit , which cures all their diſtem- 
pers, and raiſeth them to a perteCt love of God and like+ 
neſs to bim:; and ſo niakes; them capable off full cam- 
miunonwithhim ; whichis tbeir blefſednefs,, So that 
to receive Chriſt az he offers himſelf ro us (which is our 
Faith in him nor only! fignthes our dependance on his 
merits for thepardon of 'lan,, bur alſo mcludes ih eat 

| Ve 
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love ta God above all, to whom we hope.to be. ,recon- 
ciled and brought nigh by. Chriſt,and contarns 49 it our | 
rapluoge to ſubmut tothe working andguidance of the, 


low atter holineſs, till we are broug 


( 93) 


oly ghoſt,who purifies the heaeriage <ngblest to fol- 
t to the ghr and 


fruition of God. Iſhall attempt.to make uw as. , plain 


as 
may be, by anca(ie compariſon. Suppoſe a Rang had 


baniſh'd a great company of SubjeSts for rebelling a« 
Ana tim, into a foreign Country , where they ſtay ſo 
ong, that they have even forgot the manners .and Jan- 


Euagrot theirownNation,and are becomewild and bar- 


rous,like the peopletheyconvers*dwith,and after lome 
time, this King, raking pity on his baniſh*d Subjes, | 
ſhould agree with his only Son, that if he would ven« 
tureupon the hazards and troubles of ſo long ajourney, 
he ſhould take a chief Officer along with-hun , and go 
zo thefe Rebels, with proclamation of pardonto all ſuch 
who ſhould acknowledge their crime , and were willing 
to return 4nto their own land, there to live in the obe- 
dience and fayour of their Soveraign ; and.1n order. . 
hereto, would come to this Officer to be taught by him 
the language of their Country , and. how to: behave. 
themſelves ſo as they might pleaſe their, Ring, and be 
ft to be 1n his preſence : When now the Rag on 
fhould come to theſe men , and ſhew them his Tom- 
miſhon,and perſwade them to beruled by him, whois 
come fo- tedious and dangerous a xd to free them 
from the miſeries of baniſhment, propoſing rhe terms 
on which he will deliver them, all thoſe that beheve. 
he ſpeaks true, and hath power to help them, and being 
willing to be. delivered upon. his conditions , do. put 
their truſtin him, by his means to be reſtoredrothe fa- 
vour of their Prince, and their former habitations, they. 
do' by this very action manifeſt their love to their 
Rative-Countrey, and their. wilingneſs ro: iye iy obe- 
h lence 


IR 
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dience to' their King whoth they had Miſs ; and” 


that ac- 


do hereby alſo. engage to'/accept of this © 


npames the Prince to teach them the langitage and 
manners of the Country they are about to-rerura to. 


The application of this to the matter inhand isvery ea- 
ſie : forin the ſame manner doth Faith in Chriſt, and 
our acceptance of him, tmply our love to God, and de- 


fire to livefor ever inhis favour, which is thatChriſt of=- 


fers us, and by his death hath purchaſed for true Be- 


lievers; anditunphes alſo our willingneſs to beſancti-- 
. fied by ns Sparit, that we may be made meet to livefor © 


ever in the loye of God. 


(ſomewhat'to purſue the former compariſon) all you 


that arethe poſterity of ſinful Adam, who by histranſ-' 


grefſion bariſh'd himſelf out of Paradiſe; you that are 
wandring up and down in this wilderneſs, and have 
even forgot the heavenly Country, asif you were made 
only to be inhabitanrs of this lower world ;/ here tolive 
with the Beaſts a miſerable life for a while, and here- 
afrer to dye hke Beaſts that periſh ; and accordingly 
make it your only work torun, and ride ,-.to labour 
and toil for ſach things as are needful for this preſent 
life , gyithout regarding tha#which is tro come; whilft 
you are thus eſtranged from God , forgettul of, and 
daily runving farther and farther from him ,. behold a 
nellivh of glad tydings and 'great joy tsdifpatch*d-to 
you from heaven. The great God that made'you, takes 
piry on you , -and is even grieved ro ſeerhary miſery 
you have plunged your ſelves into, when he:made y 

ſo happy-. He 1s by no-means' pleaſed, rharfuchnoble 
Creatures, lately raiſed out'of nothing for ſuch glorious 
ends, : ſhould rhrough theirown folly,” and the ſabtilcy 
ofthe retiprer, bedebaſed-into ſuch a wretched, ſordid 
ſhvery. © Wherefore in purſtance of. his gracious: de- 
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Oh bearken then and give ear, all you loſt ſinners ,_ 
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ſigns for your recovery, and-to ſhew. how-bis bowels 
yern over you, he bath ſemhis own. Son out of his bo- 
ſome, whois one with himſelf, to take our naturew 
him, and to become one with us , that: he might be e- 
very way-fit to'be a Mediatour betwixt God and us ? 
that he might teach us by his doctrine, encourage us by 
his example, and make atonement fox us by. his death. 
Accordingly all this is done ,: the Son of Gad 38' come 
into the world, and hath abundantly evidenced his 
Commuſtion from the Father, to treat with loſt man+ 
kind about their reconciliation.to him;for the precur: 

of which reconciliation, he laid down his hte; and being 
riſen again, he furniſh'd his Ambaſſadors with author:- 
ty to aſſure al, that life was grven tothe world, -and this 
life was in the Son, ſo that he who bath the Son, hath life. 
And this is ghat meſſage which the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel at this day, and to the end of the world, are topro- 
claim to the ſons of men. "This, Sirs, + ts the joyful 
ſound that's now in your cars: If you wyl bur truſt 
your ſouls with Chriſt, and conſent that his ſpiritſhould 
teach you the language of Canaan, and = in you an 
beavenly nature and diſpoſition ſutable tothe ſtate and 
place he would bring you to, then ſhall you be happy 
with God- for ever. What ſay you then ? fſhall:Chiiſt 
be your Redeemer, ro . bring you to glory upon theſe 
tearmsor:not ? : What have you to object againſt him? 
Do you: think he doth not mean as he. ſpeaks ? or that 
hecannotdo/what he promiſeth ? Dare you queſtion 


his power, his willingneſs, or hs truth ? It you will not 
believe hisword, yet give credit to his Death, Does 


not that tell you he isin good earneſt with you,and ful- 
ly bent. uponthe RedemprionotMankind? And, befide 
the miracles wrought by,;and:upon him, ; which fully 
witneſs for. him, let his: Reſurrection put/you oft 'of 
doubr; that him bath God rheFatber ſealed to this Office 


of 


(96) 
that he is to be Judge of the world, and therefore that 


all are delivered.imto his hands, to fave or condemn, as: 


he ſhall think fit : and he bath plainly declared, thar to 
rhoſe who reces ve him,bewill give power to becometheSons 
of God bur as for. rhoſe who reject him, uponthem the 
wrath of God abjaes for ever. But theſe things ſhall 
branch our into two or three particular corifiderations, 
to perſwade you, it ir may be, to accept of Chriſt the 
Prince of Peace, who comes with: the.render of peace 
to your ſouls: ro acceptot him, I ſay t6:waſh you in' 
his Blood, and fanctifie you by his Spirit, 'thatat lengch 
he may preſent you without {pot or blemiſh into the 
preſerice.of his Father. | | 


. 


CHAP. V. -- 


| Perfwaſions to accept of the Redeemer, ond yion 
up the Soul im Covenant to bim. _ 
I. N D firſt confder, 1 am 07! erfweding we fo 
A be Chriſtians, which you My #1 your ſolves 10 be. 
And will you not indeed be what you :ptdfels ; why 
do you embrace the name, if you diſike:-the\thing ; F 


know you have falle meafures, whereby you-gudge- of 


Chriſtianity , and think perhaps, thatallwhoare Bapti- 
zed, and keep their Church, and call themſelves /Chri- 
ſtans, are fo indeed : but you- I rather Jay, ſuch 


do profeſs themſelves ſo to be, bur they are;not ſ6.4h * 


Gods account , except they are true to;this/ profetiion. 
He rhat wears a Noble-mans; Livery ſeem 40;be: bis' 
Servant ; butit he will-not acknowledge: hato tobe His 
Maſter, by doingwhathe commands him,youw!lſcarce 
lay ſuch a one's hisSeryant;. however;not aServant to 


be » 
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of Mediator; By this, aſſurance is given to all mer, 
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be maintained, bat caſhier'd\ ind puniſhed : andifyou 
are but ſuctAciri'of riſtians, you will acknowledge 
s 25 good you were open Inhdeks.' Will you think 
enough to provea man your friend, that he calls you 
4 and gives you many good words, and prom pt ou 
great matters, the mean tithe ſecretly 
cari to hurtand d pleaſe « ir Ever thus 7Lath Chriſt 
decided the caſe)” [oy oe C—_ cate bir yrn. ,hot 
the tharonely ura m, etend 

7 ſige SE, ho, ai od who do' wks he 


commands en, Jphn 1 15.14. -Ap@if you will not do 
thas, and en, pleaſe yorrſelves with's con- 
cart that you ax Rte, 6rRh landing 5 You may 
cally” be CO ; that if your Chriſtianity will not 
bring. you ih he" ik ed with the fierids of Chrift; bur 
leaves bom 'his Enenjits its like to do” 'you ve- 
ry lut ſervice. ©: ore he Tie want the erve” Chri- 

tian , who takes Chit in ll tho relations in Which he 


Is re pe Goſj i willing topetform 
he's lities that * Nr en off to. And/tofiich 
a receiving of rift es CO Be ou,” Cantyou'be 
Chriſtians without yas LordÞ And 
can, you. do Mis mlb ou _afe wiſlin g to be/govern- 
«by hi If Bhe's. diſciple thas WA! not 
Karo binat(d thar wilt nd; betieve ah bees 
be v7 Toy fe nt ioſtancevi-rws, Chriſt bids 

' leary rear or] and if You willnot do 
.thus, ate you! "of h Dilliples? He'tellsyo0, 
bj aps aft, APb bin: By ht, anfthereforelte- 


5 
qu kEthem"on y 7 if now:  youithink 


ofa 
cif Hare ; Ao im hee reje&t "het, do 
"8 Xt in 'efftF'pive himtheEye ? He rMk-youhe 
is the aiit hoy of ternal ſalvation ro thoſt that obey hin,and 
if you r fuſe _—_ fo hinm, and yet pretenid-'you 
ope* yBt'cvune this bekeving 


in 


L 


, hope to be fay*'by tir, can 
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9 hum ?. When! "would jred 
[owed pot, part; 
fox. y qury negeamer nx Þ 
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her, it 
| 2. iT 


gre there 
which _ 2 = 


| 6 —_ in vo | 
== wo M EP EE Go 


"Sonlte; ich, ; ye, an. unlp akib 
ment, by, baog IE: 
{ S3ARks heron OY 


ths &1he, cl © can at pie ent 
 betall 3992, ode NN IO I 


(99 )) 


outopf; thar-order -in the Creation which God placed 


yourin. -- + Nothing in all the world can be ſo much dif 


grace $6 younethis; for of. reaſonable Creftures ; You 
are hiereby become bke: Bruits, yearnſome ſenſe worle ; 
.and.ioſtead ofthe Image of God , you' bear the Image ot 


prone 
-Noy ?:not, in.becortuag;Ideots and Fools, living contra- 
75.80 and below yourreaſon ? not being like the De- 


y/through your love of in and ermiry to holi- 
do; you |\think there is no Hurt if all this ? 


vil, :whatnyou, cry! qut upon, and/pretend to abhor ? 
I5it mo: dhonour'to/yarr to: havehim to be your Fa- 
-ther -whilſt -you dohis works? Well then, I hope you 


-have nothing te ſay.agunit Chriſt , who'comes to reco- 


,ver:you to your felyes;, 'to: bring you-into your right 
Mus ,:toſhew.yau.your former folly, arid make you a- 
m__ of,, and himbledforir, that you may forfake it : 

ſedeſignis to rake you to the priviledge and digni- 


Nd 
t7.of fournarures, by repairing Gods image upan You 
whichyeu had loft, bringing you tb love thar wich 


beſt for you;ta beware of whar would hurt you, and to 


þe weaned from: thofe-things thar will leave you, and 


cannot; make you tappy!: Amid if you have nothing to 
objet.agmnſt all this, :muchleſfs can far ing > cer 
eyou 


his intention to keep you/fromumilery', and mz 
bleſedfor:eyer;, 1f you will hearkentohim; of which 


I. (by its ſÞif.] Where then does rhe matter 
ſickt - obo from coming ro Chrift; who 
onlycall.you ro himto take off your load and lighten 
yoir;hueden, and to give you ealc and reft; 
3. -Cotſider what Chriſt. hath: undergort'ins or der Wa 
. 


making rf your pracerwith God, on conuition of your atcey- 
tance'of him.” He became:poorto make yourich {-/ 

beearae) the Sonof. maizthat you might be the Sons- of 
Gad; he.dame down.from:heaven to raiſe you thither; 
He-enieed into combare with the Devil that you might 
$12; be 


H 2 


'( 200. ) 
be-enabled toconquer him. H> bore the worſt theworld 
- could dp, and oyercame All its :aſſaults, that you by 
\ him mighs gvercome the world: He 'drank the bitter 
cup,. the dregs whereof you had: otherwiſe. heendrink- 
19getervally, .When the ſyordof juſtice was-even rea- 
dy.toſheath it ſelf in your bowels; tie came betwikt,und, 
. Tecerved it into hjs. own; He willingly gavo up: hiaifelt 
to the death, that bitter,crueljſhametul deatbthat your 
Souls might live. for ever. He bore your fins, :uhar-they 
might not lie on;jjotas an heavy load, to'{ink-you ano 
the loweſt hell, He was made curſe,' that you might 
eſcape it and obtajn a bleſſing. ::;And after all this "that 
"he hath done-//and ſuffered, ſhall he be'rejefted ? 


. Hath he done thus much inorder to; your deliverance, : 


and ſhallall be loſt+as;to-you;,i1/as1t ar had never, been 

| done? What? hath/the Sotiof God:, © manifeſt inthe 
fleſh, ſhed his warmeſt hearts-blood-to | ber as 2 Balfom 
for your wounded: Souls ,-\andare you not-iwilling it 

ſhould be./applitd: 2; -Methinks common {mgenuty 
ſhould tell you that ſach matchleſs love 1asthis ſhauld 

not be (o {lighted-» If you were-taken captive:.by'the 


Turks, and a near Friend ſhould- yenture/ms. own life to 


gee youthence, ; fe ou would be willing" torerurn 
witch him , thoygh;you-might have great offersto'ſtay 


behind, if is vas fotnothing elle but.to grarifi>Fout | 


Friend, who had ventured hardly for youy this x 


might nor give-him cauſero repentoFtis 1a 


C- - 


what? hall the blood of Chiriſbbeas ir were ſpilt on. 


the ground, and baxeino effect:on thee ; How hardius 
that. Rocke:whom\his will\not? ſoften ? 'Þ©Beſcech 
thee, . Reader.;:. te-think\ What. Chriſt” hath "gone 


through todeJives.thy Soul; fram-rthe jaws” of \death, ] 
and then-think whether 1 bejuſtandreaſonablethathe 

- fhauld rerun withour his errand.” know: have rhen+ | 
:ioned rhis- before, bur Jſhalt-nor-{tick ro ifculcare'it, 

| . | apa 
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again/afid again; 'thatir-may have Tote" force ; '{G me 
ven thy Lakes. And'to thar-end,” before 1 leave 
this Head,] let me jntreat thee to'itegitic ; "that thod' 
ſaw Chriſt ;Jefus|now 'before-thte'all in blood/and 
wounds, calling thee. to him as hodid 7homas, bidding 
theetatbruſt thy handsinto his fide; and puit thy fingers 
into, the print: of the-Nuils/} andiſuppoſe thou hearef} 
him aying to thee: Z-ok ibere firmer, bebold theſi tokens 
of my love, ſeerwhat I have endured onthybehalf © ob be not 
Mabe butbelievingybenor petoerſe and obſtinate, but 
willing th come tome, whobave felt ſo mitth pain'to procure 
thy eaſe,if thou doſt not wilfully refuſe it. Caſt away thoſe 


| - ſs which have uſed me thus ; truſt thy ſelf with me, who 


have groen ſuch! coſtly; evidences of my efire to do thee 
good;atcept me for thy cuppa $02 ahi dep ſuch a price 
for thee,; own me forty Lord; who have thus broup ht thee 
out of flawery ; follow me in the way Tſhallſhew rhet;rthat ' 
may bring\ thee ſafe. into the preſence of the Father, whont I 
have reconciled td thee: ſuppoſe, I ſay, thou ſhould lt fee 
Chriſt:even covered gverwith lus own Blood, importu- 
ning thee thus to: forfake thy fins," and accept of his 
grace and mercy, what 'wculdſt rhowfay ? whatanſwer 
woul#{t thou-give 2. could*ſt thow-find" in thy heartto' 
contemn-him , to ſtop thy Ears tohisrequeſts ,' and go 
away without regarding him? or: would'ſt thou tell 
him he had not done enough to engage thee to him; and 
that thou ſaw'ltind-reafon to'hearken to his offers, that 
thy: ſins were more -{weer and-precious than grace and 
glory, and any thing he would give could pollibly be ? 
Surely thou;durſt not... And if not,” then ler not thy 


| heartiand practice rewrn the ſameanſwer ro me, who, 


. in the name and fired of Chriſt; beſeecb thee , that thou 


wilt, through him be reconciled'to'God.” Even by all 
thoſe wounds: whith Chnilt ſuffered upon the Crofs, by 
Ul thoſe parigs att dolours which he felt 1n his Soul by 


by V8 H 3 his 


( 108 ) 
his cries and\groans z- by Ragerbnakl rough 2þ96; a 
- upon; my; knees , beſeech-thee' tor give ari enter» 
rzinment to the Lord Jeſ us, who was thus bruifed and 
ka for thy-ſfake, Oh let him in thee foe 4h} 
bis Soul '@hd. he (atisfied.. .. No' longer cherifh 
thoſe 9, which. reſiſt his entrance , off wit thoſe 
Bars' and Bolts. that have lockt/hirh but; down with 
thoſe ſtrong ary that have a a ainſt rp let 
the Gates of. thy.H cart af war j\ and Nic Ring of 
Gieys come.m; cheerfully, thankfully receivehay) | 
wok Jy repder wp thy ſelt tahimy to be difpoſed 
as 


of 
think fit, only og: that-thowt: maſt be 
oe into the number his Neinkd Onde\ and be 
bled to perform. the duties. enjeYned'them;- and*be 
fired 0 enjoy.the priviled ſiredto then. Fhiss 
that ithin Chriſt which-I wotld fo fainperſwade aid 
and. that by the confidervedn of whatrhy 
art 


10ur hath endared upon this account, thar-throt 

ay fun ch mighteſt be pardoriedand'fayed: Tl 
onfider , 94W bitter rhings Chriſbunderhreh 
urchaſe Galvation f or thee, 4t rhowl reject himmnergſo; | 
at a matt reaſang alter blah, ow "1 

A, form; that thou: poet ,obtaih ſalyanow vyHitm'; 
even thy unfeigned es; rat cept hiny for thp* 
Redeemer 4 and. nes DR xh6! betiefifs 
which he hath purchaſt for thee.c: And will corthivins | 
duce thee 19 enter into. Gavenant with:Hiny, | whth the 
rerms thereof are. ſo-fairahd: gracidus:?''Thisrhy a 
ONE : thar-Chriſtſhall the'whole work 
BE (ent to thee.;; and, for thee', 15.the chief thing aut | 
to make thee. one:pt bis Members... 'This1s "ths : 
ra f Fromm, of the Goſpel ,:  to:Belivye: $2 ow! 
fs Spethar thou baft-nothing\to-fay un thy oWW 
Lohall thou ſhouldeſt 'be arid laſteo have 
ied! 'this duty:: for tellme , could{tthou have 
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Chriſt himſelf, ho every, one:that: thirſteth,let bim come £. 
meand drin ; and whoſoever will Jet im take the waterof 
life freely,\(: o5.1 .Job.7. I7Bev, 22.17. Give not Chriſt. 
cauſe to complainoverthee , that thou wouldf not Fe 
ro bim that thou mi wk. hove fs - that be would have 
thered thee as a atheret "þ- Chickens under her 
wings but thou x3; nat! Oh what acurting reel 

nf car in. hell., to remember at what cheap: rates. 


thou mighteſt have eſcaped that miſery, but woaldeſt., 


a yy eelirhowerainly thou mighteſt have been, , 
for ever ; burthou wouldeſt not ! The way was, 


hewn thee,and thou waſtexborte and beſoughtagan. , 
n.to walk in that way ,, but. 299 
WE {would harabe beenthy Der oprne ca 
bel thau would(t have none of bi the numberof, 
thoſe hg ee dar 20) FW; wot it beſhould x r 
"0 
OT OTne] 


fon 
offered r9 haveſave FEES what an 


make,iexcept this may;ga tor an anlwer; oy thou waſt., 
fully xr Fong 5 


wit orleatning to jm or Chr, 2,007 aneſlate.to-) | 
4 him, . NED not. a will ro embrace;.; 
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beſide their wits in matters of the greateſt moment. 

By this time I hope thou ſeeſt thatthy Redeemer ſeeks 
rhyintereſt, whilſt he 18 ſo 1importunate with thee. what 
18 all forin the yeſulc but this: That thou would*ſt make 
thyſelf blefled for ever: This he commands thee, this 
he 'beſeechsthee to do. And ſhallſuch commands be dif- 
obey*d?jhall ſuch requeſtsbe denied? Zood Lord ! How 
ſtrange athing isthis * That Man a reaſonable Being, 
whoſe wiſdom ſets him 'above all other creatures on 
Earth, ſhould be thus wood, thus callFd upon and in- 
treated to be happy, and yerthat hgſhouldſtand dally--. 
ing\ and deliberating whether he hadbeſt be ſo or not ; 
yea,that be ſhould peremptorily refuſe to be ſo. Which 
ſhould I moſt admire in thu caſe, the diſtraction and- 
baſe ingratirude of mari; or the inconceivable merc; 
and patience of God, fo-long to bear with ſuch un- 
worthy creatures, and ſo frequently to'renew the of- 
fers of bleſſedneſs; and even prefs' it upon them? . 
Welbtben, do'ſt thou think there is any' gain in godh- 
neſs?" Is there enough ro be had with Ghrif to make 
him and bis gifts worth'the actepting? Far that I rell 
thee ſtill is all that is expeted from thee + be'but'cordi-- 
ally willing to take him', andall his benefits together, 
and for certain all ſhall be thine.” Thou ſhalt fnke every 
promiſe of the book of God made good t6thy comfort; 
yeathou ſhalt find ten thouſand times 'tiore than ever 
thou" could ft underſtand or conceivefrom the falleſt _ 
promiles, the higheſt expreſſions that ever thou mert#t 
with concerning the priviledges of Believers. Shall all 
that wfaid then bring thee to be one of that number or 


not?-:Do*ſt-thou know where to make'a better bargain 
forrhy«ſelf? If fo, rakerhy own courſe, and make thy 


beſt ont: for be aſſured, Jeſus Chriſt $3 not thee! 


thar-4t ſhould be leflened in caſe of thy diſobedience. 
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Do thou as thou wilt, be knows how to ſacurechis own 
intereſt: bur fain he would perſwade thee to take pity 
on thy ſelf, and ſayethy own ſoul. If thete-be.any in 
all the world that hath dotie'more for thee than Chriſt, 
or that will.do. more, hearken -to. him and ſparenot. 
Burt before thou conclude there-is any ſuthiperfon or 
thing , examine matters well:oi- both als, ;-and-then 
doas thou ſeeſt meet. , Indeed the caſeisfoplain, that 
the verieſt child orfoolalmoſt. ma y know how'tq decide 
it.  Berkink thee yell what = art like to haye from 
the world yay, luſts, fromthe ſeryice of the Devil, 
or from any thing that would keep thee from Chriſt. 


Canſt thou think that the ſatisfyin af thy ſenſes with - 


what, they call for, or plealing thy: with things ſu- 
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425: wh only! þ th revealed it thou alone directeſt $0 it,thou 


| s, wh ho urfbaſtit, thou only ha promiſed it, and thou 
beftwit ren pogec: -awherefore to thee, Lord 
I Te | 


QC ings that ſtand in compe- 

tition with t ee: beth we Roche be thy ſervant; 4s 
me live to thee ag 7 dome 14th pee fy ever bere- 
after, partaking. thou haſt obtaineds 

| 4 he bY ach Mer! er! eh of Pn thou ? mn 
| thy very. heart agr .to ae Wa or nt ? Say yea or 
| no before. Bagh any. farther, Tamfure chouhaſt n0- 
whing be reaſantg, give,; why at F ogld not... .Oh give 
e to, (ts, Þ atthy obſtinacy and unbe- 


Ten bing = be.ca erg tein thy falyation; was re- 
Fa {ure thee, he comes not to qd 


o thee mfg tn fe by him, becauſe 
| Pere Shae. non , -denual , and —_— 
| the Crols:) ul rake thee from any..thing: » 
| which ne, thee ,; *tis onely, becauſe it.is hurtful : 
4 2nd hell give thee benter delights, more noble em- 
| Haro than an a he calls thee off from. 'Thou f 
dervice which thou could? 
of ut thou ſhalt receive. a 


i, thou.art fo 
© Jrby. ſweet fing,,, tc Quch thou haſt been long accuſto- 
.u% od, that thou. w [nope is to takethy love 

ie A 


{o wallowed up 


I rreaſure that. er. be tak m thee. But if 
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of them, and 
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ties; itt berky LE , that Baal ſhall be 

Wa, Y od., and hum tho hou wilt worltyp, that the world  _ 
de> *if<#4 portion, and toit thou wilt cleave, thatfin . 

oy F , andin it thou will live: Rememl e: 
Pe Pn yhop! Thad zby, choice :. Chriſt rendered himſelf 
| his ſaving aerciesto tice , but thou didft deli- 
I 2 " _  berately 


hou turneſt caf ear to all thele ,- 


(0116 ) | 
| berately prefer other things before him, and therefore 
thou haſt no wrong done theeif thou goeſt without him- 


It this'be thy thanks to him for his martchleſs conde- 


ſcerifion in inviting thee to glory, grudg not if hereaf- 
ter he exctade thee from it. And now get thee to thy 
Idols, which have fo taken up thy. heart;that there was 
no room tor Chriſt, except he would have the leavings 
ot the world 'and fleſh, which, be it known to thee he | 
never will, he*ll kave the higheſt place or none, and 
{ince he muſignot haverthat, go thy way I ſay, and make 
the beſt ot thy Idols, thy riches, thy bravery, thy carnal 
15s, andempty honours, thy dear friends and "+47 
companions ; ſuck all 'the ſweetneſs they will yield, 
and keep them as long as thoucanſt : and when thou 
ſeeſt where they leave thee,and whatthou baft brought 
thy felf to , then lerthy Conſcience reflect, whether 
'once tho hadſt not,an offer worth the acceptance. 
* 6: Burthis brings me tothe ſixth and laft argument 


to prevail with thee to give up thy ſalt toChriſt, and 
that'i1;the'/ad anddoleful effetts that are like to follow upon 
thy rejefion of him.” Tt.God dp uſt and true, thou art 
motliketo go ſmoothly away with the guilt of thishay 
nous fin. SUmething rothis purpoſe I mentioned before, 
Andtherefore ſhall be the brieter taw, onely. in faith 
fulneſs and love ro thy ithmortal ſoulSthat thei may'lt 
neverbeable ro ſay but that thou hizdft fat f- 


r warntin} J:- 
ven thee , Inow cometo rell thee, thar-it thou ſtan 
on afainſt the mercy that*slo freely held forth to ther 
retuhng to receilÞ# thy Saviour on 'thofe terms; and 
+ thoſe purpoſes for which he demands acceprance ,/th0! 
art then like to beazmiſerable,z forlorn,undone, <6 
rure, both body and ſoul, as ever trod upon the eaith, 


or ſaw the Sun. Make as light of 'theſe threatningy 


as thou wilt, but ifthere be a God 1nheaven , be-# 
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ſured they will be made good upon thee, as ſhortly tho 
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wilt feel to thy everlaſting forraw , if thy ſpeedy con- 
yerſion donat-prevent it. Think not I take agy de- 
light to. dig in the bowels of hell, and throw flaſhes of 
in thy face,meerly to terrifie and daunr thee ;. no, but [ 
would fain, if pothble, prevent thy milery, by. diſcove-, 
ring what it's ike to begtthou throw thy ſelt headlong 
iatojzt. And oh that I could ſpeak any thing: that 
might make ſome 1mpreflion upon. thee, - not -__ to 
bring thee toa fright,and there leave thee, buta-lirtle 
to awakethee toa ſenſewhat a miſchievous thing that ſin 
15, which now thoy art ſo deeply in-love with, that thou 
may'ſt ſee to get thy hands rid of t, before it be too late 
to-wiſh thou, hadſt done ſo! Even during this preſent 
life, whilſt thoy art withour Chriſt ,.rthy condution 1s 
moll ſad, however thou may'ſt applaudand bleſs thy ſelf 
in thy worldly-cnjoyments. For thouart this while un- 
Jeethe load of thy Original fin, and allthe wranſgreſi.-., 
ons which thou haſt lly.commirted in thought, 
. word, or EL thou cameſt into the world; the 
leaſt of which, without pardoning mercy,would drown 
thee 1n perdition. Thou haſt no.certainty for an hour of 
any of Poſe things which thou poſleficft, but arehiable 
£0.as.ſhort warning as the rich Fool in the Goſpeh, 'wha 
was call'd away in zhat night, wherein he bid his Son} 
. fake its eaſe, cat, drink, and be merry. Forthou-canſt 
not ſhew any true title, by virtue of a promiſe from” 
God, to the leaſt of all rby comforts: Bur thou flandeſt 
always expoſed xo.that wrath which thou art 1reaſuring 
P Jer fe [eif. agamſ?. the day of wrath, Thou liel 
wholly at his mercy whom thou art daily provokirigto 
fury. - In all }..Ways Which are/ſo defiled,. the holy - 
God beholds1 xe in anger; and even loaths. thee for - 
thy klihineG. Ag he alone knows. how ſhort-a. while 
hes yur on, thee; thy Glaſs s running, 


determined: | 
i his © $5 s Ha ku , Death and Judgment are ha- 
| FAR 


3 ſting 
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- t6 thee: For-thete's novets be give thee 


ay] hold on _, and there PER Wilt 
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ſting, Hell 1s ready burnin} and thou canſt not, p 
"th yielf a moments {atety.. Eva "thou art ſlee RT 


waking, cating 6r workifg, talking and Tau 
heavy ach hangs I thy head, pand hugh 

day reaſon 'to expelh © the dreadful yengearice m2 th 
Lord to ſeize upori thee: hothing but meer mer bath 
kept i off rhis while, which will nof always laſt.” At 
night” when..thou”*goeſt to? bed ,, irs a' great Hazard 
burthou mayſt awake'in flames Ind: never mores 
the comfortable light, : or whenthou goeſt t outof, doors, 
its.a quieſtion whether thau mayft not with Judas, go to 
thy own place, the infernal Manſions,” Befo «th re- 
rurneſt home. For o1ght1'know, or hou either, this 
may be the! laſt Book Me ever thou mayſt read , "this 
may be' the laſt warnirig that ever thou 'mayſt have: 
Think a lirtle whether rhis be a comfortable caſe for a 
man to continue'in, and\what wiſe: POP lerhey are that 


«venture all upon a Repentance her Tn: Fi . Moreover in 
1 


all the croubles thou Rays meet hn the world,'t 
knownotwharſupport,what comfortcan To pon's 


am ſare, whilſtthou rt refolvedtadny to him. Whir 
ſhifr-thou makes to/ get x'little eaſt and Telief at ſich # 
time -cafinot/but wonder: only the retnants of thy 
carnat-comforts ;- arid the hopes thou haſt, of ſeeing 
_ berter;its Ike 1 may: he'pthee'to ſore falſe peace. 
But alaſs poor/man , ** Death will Barely + thee. ; 
Death that will ſtrip thee of all ref rt EY 
ind trufted in; . Death that will b acti neck of a 

fond hopes , and utterly” fruſtr a hy ki wen 
Death that will carry thee our of this b Eh world' int 


to a place to which thou haſt betn'a nee | (range Nat, 
*thinkingof 1 itar all,” *or byrcoldly.; dom, Wi 6 
hofrrour'and wverſiieſs this: Death, will 

* ! 
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Ty JP art.2 ſtran ger to God and.Jeſus Chriſt ?x” 
JW ſe” wilt t of commend x departing, 
foul,who wal: notwhilſt thou waſt living,r he thy 
felf rothe God who made thee,and bought thee with his 
Son's blood ? Canſt thou expe Chriſt ſhould now re- 
COVE thee,” who wouldſt not be perſwaded to receive 
him ? What? receive a Rebel into, the Kingdom, of 
ng ? A filthy le into the communion of Saints ? 
never EX And if he will not receive thee, 
who taalt?"] 16h may not hold thee , what place 
will ? "Thi canſt cafily anſwer theſe queſtions, "And 
when by : A refurreQion! to condefanation,thou art made 
with all therelk, to ſtand in the preſence of thy Judge, 
how wilt thou then appear, before him ? For the Lord's, 
ſake, yea i for thy own, fake, poor {inner, thou that canſt 
not be brought to like Chriſt , nor his holy Laws, and 
ways, nor the ſancifying: work of his holy Spirit, put 
thele queſtiars as thou readeſt them, cloſe to thy heart, 
Whit wiCtbou then ſa {ay to to JeſusChriſt for this thy c conv 
tempt, and diſlike of his perſon and government ? Dareſt 
thou FE uſtific thy un clicf and impenitence, when he; 
calls tie. to anſwer. for it it ? Or. who, wilt, thou, get. to, 
plead. foi thee, when, the only adyocate ſhall condemn 
thee ? Whom wilt thou make thy friend, when he,who., 
alone could; and would have becaſo,: s, through i 


own fault, WS thy greateſt Enemy.?. Dare An 
or Saints ſhea a word for, him aioſh whom. their 
Lord Thall peak ?. Of NaWeeney, they durlt ? ny 


#* is * 


they v will approve. his. righteous ſentenge,,; Wi 
Devil el oo part doſt. thou think i 7 ypc 


there to uz his fallowers ? why. un $ he. that.us Fi 
accuſer, and.i pL be, ould rather aggravate..1h 
faults whic hk h be q rew jp to. Wilt 6h hit He 
inthe rect with the large roles he, made thee, and 
call on hinz.co make them 699 Alaſs, he'll but laugh x 


, / 
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at thee, and ſcorn thee , and make thee acknowledge, 
that moſt juſtly are all they ſerved , who would ag rk 
the Devils deluſions rather than to Gods promiſes. Or 
doſlt thou expect relief from thycompanionsin torment? 
Ah poor creatures, they would rather help themſelves 
if rhey.could, but cannot: Oh then! wh what an 
heart, with what a countenance wilt thou hear that laſt 
doleful ſentence, Depart from me ye curſed! when thou 
ſhalt look round about and ſee-no help,no hope, bur 
that down thou mult lie in that burning lake, whichhe 
breath of the Lords fury like a ſtream of . brimſtone doth kin- 
de, what a poſture will thy ſoul be in ;1 can tremble 
ro<onceave it, ealierthen I can eXPre it. _ And when 
thou haſt lain fome thouſands of years in (935 place of 
rorments, what then will the warkings of thy heart be ; 
when thou haſt felt that tribulation and anguiſh which 
comes upon thoſe that work evil,what thoughts wilttkou 
have of the, ways, that brought thee, thi her 2 what 
Would*ſt thot not do tor the leaſt dram gf hope in rhar 


miſcrable defpairing ſtate, for the leaſt glimmering of. | 


lighr in that 'gloomy darkneſs? Bur there is none.to be 


5 a ® 


nity :-.the 


# , F TIL TORSION £ 
had, no nor eyer will through a whole eter 


ÞfZforce of which word erernity,and the meaning of Hell,is' | 


- naw knowh and feltin another manner,thanwhen care+ 
lels ſinners cquid laugh ar the mention of them,or{leep 
whillt they were piEich'd on. Bur whar.? * canſt thoy 
not perſwade thy felf that there are any ſuch corments 
prepared for unbelievers? If nor, irfs ro be feared thou 
art one of thoſe unbelievers for, whom they are,'prepas 
red : 'Bur 3f Sctiprure,may conyidce thee, read amongſt 


. other places,'s Theſſ.x, 8, 9. Mai. 25. 46. Foby 3. 36. 


' anthen! tel 'methy, judgment. ' Now indeed all this 
is Birralk*" Hes out of fighr, and the moſt refrible 
words ate' bit wirid © ''n I thereforeir js rhere is fo htcle 


them 


cireinthework#r5 mak tureof his favour, who can fave 
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themfrom: miſery, which , becauſe at's 22 OE Gen 
or _ gotren. Should a King take 
a comp! 


riſon ,, who had committed 
ſome ni pita and offer pardon to:thoſe 
thatwould by flere 


i(c neyer to 
be gulry of the like, op threaten death, to.thoſe rha 
lh and withal os 25 there puodoys ard 
y ſealed,and. great money tobe. given to the 
penitent,but: cotloand gibbers, and fires ready-kindled, 
tor the execution of the - dn; Da. you hon this 
would not ealily preyail with them, when they ſaw in 
oh earnel} what was like” to betide them? And if 
Hell iftharw ebay -0n Mira gh " 
ajnly to. their'eye> light, ts 
ny the. "yk Pon pathig plas be | be awakened ; bux 
he will not dathus , .'nor there any reaſan he ſhould. 
Since, we are made men. to. be ruled by reaſon , why 
ſhould he deal with us like Brutes that muſt be led 
their Senſes ? yet becauſe hewill not take this way wi 
them, bruriſh ſinners diſregard him , - as if they needed 
vr, Bt Sirs! all you wh yo ar 
n he was ſour n upon. you,w 
ſhortly you ſhall ſee all Thar) ſtand before him,and 
ſhall = old the Fear) flames, inzo-which all they 
mult be caſt, who have not apart in bislove;\then you 
will.ſce what benefit comes by Chrift, then you willng 
longer count them Fools, that rook ix RE] yr” 
bulinels ro get an intereſt in him. Then.,.af \moſſ* 
paiſionare wiſhes, alt bad been ſa wiſe would do 
youany good,if the loudelt roariggs, and bittereſt cries 
tor mercy might prevail, you would think them all well 
ſpent; buralaf, all will be to.no purpoſe... Cry Lord, 
Lord wich pever fo ſo much noiſeand earneſtyeſs, if thay 
waſt here @ worker of inaquity , no other Anſwer ſhalp 
thou ou oy but, Depgit from me, 1 know thee not, And © 
vw _ thou 


,( 122,) 
thoy , (cif f ſha be forted to atknowledg, 
Sentence terrible! by did "ſe thete 
bid Sfrowriols fred Phe Boo. 
ted torr der gr nd is it agtHul Fhould[thtn'e 
cab thee to Depart from bj ra '&'01e” Bewill"h 
know nor- own? Heaven tho didft refuſe 1 it was 
20 behad on ns other term#rhan Kibiniffion Chi 
and theref5xe thou mmilineeds fall intoHell, Hrice there 
i580 third-plice provided, Bat perhaps wiltflar- 
eer thy ſelfwith's concert that gone of theſe thitips hk | 
come upon thice;in that, us they etendeſt,tHou nit 
thy kr eaſt in.God thithe'l} fave thee,” Ph 

Jeſus Chrſtal6ne' 29d wg 
NR ag Cont IDs | 
wareF:beſtech ths, how-thett OeT ty CNY intq 
that miſery;Whence no triel6F wile can ever ferch thee. 
Do thou put thy ruſt tiGoThe! rakerhee ro hea: 
vert when edict, who now alloweftthyſelffp tt 
very fins for Which ke hatfithreamed ro 1nt! 
Hell ? If indee&ttiod G6fT6; then F Hope 1t 13 
Dniiſe FRI that thous bortdheR thy Mon, 
Jt is'£ Vain Confidence? now: Ay me, 'if hoy 
ant, one protifiſtinthe whole Book of God, ag 
thee the leaft pgrotind to hope for hax + des 

p "In Fi 


= this 


#&6htinact 1 an ungenerate batarÞ 
'thy RR bale hy Bible ri#triy EA 
ro the po on ſee if thou canft brid-any ſick 
e {could ſhew thee an hundred Texts, vhere 
So rr eatnedto all unconverted Singers,t evntings 


tb morethin x wretched pre nprion ; tharhewilt 
{ mereifilt 4570 break Ky: word to faveatien\ id 
indeedthis word prove'talſe, then thy-cortfhl 

| fist Jecorvethee; but if4e-prove true, as Or HG 
"ill, thenwoe be to thee forall his pretih Farr, 


Th tee S5that in plain es thy rift ifGod : 


is proc ik 
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We = be very lions | i 1sthy rel; 
thou by leſt again hin F, or. ily 

Joes the Golpe 16's Sl oo man w boſhall 
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Pe IRE 


Fa wi wes m,ſ ſhall he guedb fed bs 7, & 
eriphat it 0 Pei o nejt ft nox his, A- | 

FOE eel cake icky AoBrine; An Ang 3 if thy 

led Up cr Goſpel than Chil 
Bak SN ory 2 t6 go ſeek at Hires 
thay! that Ns promiſed For he hath to ors . 
I's gs lineſs thou: al pv P 1. 

at be FT pres ar ,only ſe th at "obey 


h —Þ  and.that. he off.con F-90G' ane I 
h who 3 talk” Ln (er the fleſh, but ev the$ pert. Now 4- 
5, believe in ren ou K's Far 


IR-, 


$ - 


thou waſt in a LE where two,ways near 37. one min 
ſhould bid thee follow him in. this way , and ax an ther; 
ſhould bid thee -ollow himin the contrary way, ifthan, - 
would'ſt come to thy journeys end: is it nor plain that, 
thou belieyſt him whota thou followeſt ? Or if thou, 
hadſt ſome dangerous diſeaſe , and an able Phy{iei 1Cian, 
ſhould tell thee , that if thou' would depend upon 
him, .by the help oEGod he would recover thee, and, 
ſhou'd leave ; with thee ſuch,apd ſuch Phyſick. rorfal ef 
in the: "mean time thou ſhoul@ſt'rake a conceit, that thou 
mighteſt be well without followin g his advice, and 
ſome one elſe. ſhould dire&t thee to an eaſier and chea- _ 
per way, Where on thou throwelt avay bis ; Medicines, | 
do#ſt thou then epend upon this P hyſician for acure ?, 
'Fhus the Lord: Telus, the great. Phy: ICIan of Souls, ale 
—_ BG, F Ypu wil GPs 6 ON , and truſt thy ſelt 
* with” 


Eo OE OO 

with him, or believe in him,he will keep thee fromthax 
eyerlaſting death whereof thou art in danger ; and to 
this bg ſends his Word and Spirit to cure thee 
of «&y; orance afid wickedneſs, which is the diſeaſe 
of thy Soul, he would pos eng toRepentance, and 
thoroughly purifie and. ſanctibe | wy heart ; but thou 
think& this a tedious courſe,and wilt by no means ſub» 
mit to it,come on it whar will , but fancieft on may*(t 
be ſaved without ſo nnick ado, and that forſooth by re- 


liance.on Chriſt. Is nor _thisa very wiſe buſineſs , ra 


rely on the Phyſician for health , and throw away the 
Phyſick that ſhould procure it ? 1 know well enough 
' what thou would'{t have, Chriſt ſhall keep thee from 
Hell, but yet by all meanshe muſt give thee liberty ta 
live in {in ;-that 1s, he muſt let thee carry fire in thy bo- 
ſome, but yer he muſt keep thee from being burnt ; he 
muſt let thee drink poyſon, bur yet he muſt keepit from 
riping thy bowels, Bur believe 1t,Cbrift came not into 


" no. fins, or ſmall, ſhall damn that man that*s tru- 
ly humbled for, and forfukes them, and depends upon 


 himafor 2 pardon, and is made holy in heart and life: 


t not , that he who lives and delights in fin ſhould 
eſcape miſery, which is indeed a kind of Impoſlibility. 
For man 13in Fogg. and {ins his fetters; now the 


Son would make us free , he would ſerthe Captive at 
liberty, but muſt he not then take off higfetters ? We are. 
lluted, fin is our filth, Chriſt is the fountain opened - 
for ourcleanſing : and cagwe be clean if we will not be. . 
purged from our filthine(s ? We are. Slaves "to Saran. 


through our luſts, by which he leads as whither he'will; 


Chriſt would debyer pL ee this ſlavery, but muſt he. 


not then break theſe chains ?'Sin is the Spawn ar Seed , 


Hell is the Fruit and oft-ſ} pring, and if the Seed be per» 
mitted to grow, maſt there not needs be the fruit? And. 
this 


| \thew rid for any ſuchends. This he hath purchas*d,that 
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this ſhews how man plainly deſtroys himſelf, whilſt he : 
will hug his laſts which are aSerpent-in his boſome ,* * 


preſuming that for all that, they will not ſhag him. 
*Man by his fins had deſerved everlaſting wrath, _ 
came toſavebimfromiſin, and fo from wrath: « and if 
men will not believe he came to this -purpoſe;, or 
will not iniprovethim un order thereto ,\mult they 


- not needs die 19 their ſins, and fo #bide under that wrath 


which was before upon\them\,' and which ftillfollows 
afrer ſin , Fobn $.-24-'and '3\ 36. As 4.12: Tgno- 
rance of God is"one part as-wellas cauſcof mans un- 
-hippineſs, and if men wilfullyclole thar eyes, thar 
the fiohe which Chriſt bringstothe world can have no 
entrance , muſt they not of neceſſity: remam in dark- 
nefs ?\ Exceflivelove to our'Bodies', and tothecom- 
_ GR wer er” be fri 0 es ot 
dehght in God,afd his ervioe, 15t it maſery 
of «foul, and/ etl engtgeIv-in chaſe rbedanithi-e 
Maker, that caſt men into an/hell-upon earth, andkin- 
 dletheunquenchable fire : and if they will norgiveway 
to the Spirit 6f Chriſt, ro tir the bent andincluzati 
of their hearrsfrom the World ro:God, do they notre- 
tain their own certain miſery 7 Thus thowſeeſtthow 
impoſſible its, even in the'thing it ſelf, for all rajeQters 
of Chriſt to eſcape damnation, ſuppoſing rhey are'but 
continued in being; and lefrrothemſelves;; both which, 
Scriptureafſares/us; will befall the impenitentiimthefus» 
tureſtate: ' Bat know Moreover;tbthe breaking afth 
heart in tithe , thy - condemnation''is like to be 
mote heavy forthy r1cjecing of Chriſt ,, thari would 
have been; if he had never comeinto'the world,;rorhad 
never offered tyercy to thee!” Canſt thou'in thy.own 
Conſtiencethink;that thou who haft: been. fo iniportu- 


ned and beggfd = many - arguments , /toagcept of | 


Chriſt ," ſhalr eſcape as eaſily as they that never heard 


of 


—_ 


F 
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of iy ot but very carkly.? Shall none that abuſerks 
tet Falats be moreſtverely dealt with, than- he who, 
+hid& bin-one 2: why elſe;docs Chriſt .,dengunce ſuch, 


woes agdinſt Chorazd» and Bethſaidegthreatning them- 
with rarſe-puniſhments than! Sodom and; Gonporrah:? 


Was fit:mot becauſe: they enjoy/d. more mercies and. 


preater- \means. for. Repentance 2.,'Do. We not read, 
Heb.1'2.2.5 [that they: whoref»ſe to hear the'Son ſpeaking 
from|heawen,ſhall mich leſs dſeapes hantbey who refuſed to. 
"hear the- Prophets of dld?And of feet pron t where 


of they aarennorthy ? Hlebi 1G, 29-, Thavgh I would nat. 


havenheen the means whilſt there ig any hope, 


never heard one png w way to I by; Jeſus 
Chriſty, irhan having heatd,' to ſlightand; difregard ix. 
Every Scrmer thow-haſt heard , eyery Book thou haſt 
teal 


timproved, will, without fepentance y be 


remembrdd to thy ſmart another day.Be-cbou well. aſ--. 


facetl/\though'God!be the Father of merciesand a God 
"1 yet he takes account 6f:the metcies/he, at 


rethdned:for. Gad-will not be macked by-rebellious 
Creatures; .not ſhall his precious gifts; be-trod, under 

foergi ard-1 hey; that:do:fuch things eſcape.unpunihed;. 
Aboveallthen, tow! vl the love of Qbriſt indying for 
CR th —_— ad, kb ihe.oge Done 
firaingdh by: this lows) What torments can b or 
enough/tar the- irigratitude and perverſeneſs of ſuch ? 

It 


impenitency, greater ſufferings than if Chriſt had _ 
| ied, 


SS SMmAL 


yeultetino tell thee, it had been better for theeto bave | 


every Exhortationthou haſt; had, and; neg-- 
kf; will link. the ſo. much the fower into, Hell. 
'Thef&very- Lines which. thou, art] now-reading ,;/ if 


$/Atfratur es;and takes noticehow;rhey improve - 


der, be one of them, 1 date, appeal to thy 
ſelwwherberthoudeſerveſt not, - for thy.unbelict atid 


a4 


P A 
, 


Wee " (323; ):., 
died. Forſuppoſe there ian bd; his 'Tre- 
{on being cohdemned r&diegrhe Ring's own Son ſhould 
'be comers to have his right-handicuv ied (eofiriaiontl 
Law, and terrifie the pcoplefrom the like grily hereaf- 
ter)thathe! might obtama:pardon'ot-his Farber for this 
poot man; an as pe EPT: had got rag rnrpts 1 wn 
Yim what-he/had done him, that if hewill bile 
rake him forhis deliverer inquiſtrallhis traiterotis 
deſigns'y — becom a good SubÞR \ ke ſhall tot ofi- 
ly have a pardon, Car erken mote into the:Court;and thete 
Knbimate roy hopout : burſuppoſe be, 
when he heardall, dofa W's 
of his:pardan upon theſe conditions, ba earn _— 
hand thar'offiers it'; 5: ard vwurn his back upon 
contempt; aski Ee Ents 
ſelf for kim ?Nay, worte thanzhib, poſts whilft thi 
Prince is folding forth his Pardon,hethadld endeavour 
with a Kate that he had: 
would*{trhounotthink/harfichaWrack 


Tirbia/haris thinfor hivfieft ereaſo 
if thoitbefonnd guilty ofthe Ver BA ye 
hay Male) 


hdicafacfOayd:in de! s 

andJchrs Retce  ittnot 67 nee ol 
ſcienceconchade it moſt juſt, "char the heavieſt 

megts ſhould be thy portion? Waſt thou'not liable t6 
deathy-toall:;kind of / for thy ſit?” Did tot the 
| Son of God humble hiniſelf to rake on hitmthy nature? 
and they'to:Jic 4 moftſhinefal icurſe#dearh tor purs 
chaſe th doc ? and yer when he offers it up omg 
_ tance! a kimfor thy' Fer 

ichful SubjeQtrothe Soveraifh 

_ artld; oo ho being brought to this*, here 
rather:takeft encouragement-from this) tmbr&y belt 
by Chriſt in the I to Continue in diſobedience to 


| God, 


fabhia'ts roger | 
preateſt tortures thatcoatd be deviſed?” Aha 'for 
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God, than which thou could(ſt not offer a greater injury 
wo thy Saviourito make him ax it were a patronot thy 
'wickednefs,; doing far worſe than they crucified 
him',  whilſt/thou indeavoureſt quite to pervert and 
Fra may agar his 7 win w les to err 
Jrom all. miquity, and purifie unto himſelf a peculi 
| ealows of govd works Tit. 2: oe oh if rperwek ths 
:be thy-caſe, canſt thou ſay one word in thy ownexcult, 
.why all the plagues that are. prepared for rebellious ſin- 
ners.ſhould;not be poured out upon- thee 4 who thus 
ſcorneſt andabuſeſt thy conpelfiagete Saviour ? 
-.i By this time, I hope, thouart convinced, that there 
15 abundant.reaſon why. thou ſhouldeſt accept of the 
Lord Jeſus Chyiſt,to bring thee tothe ſalvationhe hath” 
Prepared for his people, 1n that way which he himſelf 
ments of; all ſorts, I have plainly told theewhar's like 
to comegk thy obſtinate refuſal. And now after alli a- 

in demand of thee, whether tby heart bejbrought thus 
thoroughly to conſent, that Cheſt ſhall be thy Saviout 
and take his own way with thee,to keep thee from mi- 
.ſery and bring thee totrue bleflednefs?. Art thou re- 
Jolved.to give up thy. ſelf to htm, and follow bis djreQi- 
ons, or ngt?; Shall all that hath. been ſaid ,-do nothing 
49.incline thee thereto ? Do'ſt thou think itbetrer to be. 
commanded to go from Chriſt hereafrergthan to. comets / 
him at his command for falyation hege?Canſt thou bear 
his heavieſt indignation rather than his eaſy yoke andlight 
burgen? Is there any thing in; becoming Chrilt's faiths 
ful Servant worſe than beingthe Devils .everlaſiing | 
bond (lave? Bethink thy ſelf whilſt thou haſteifire,and 
Feaſe not theſe thoughts, till thou ariveſt roa trueſenſe | 
of the things that concera thee, and atlengrharrfirmly 
reſolved,without any more baffling or dallying,to bind 
thy.ſclt over to Chriſt by a krma Covenant,tobe __ 


On 


p< ©. 4 o* ma 


"© 


wo 


| ſhall nexr 
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_ (1s) 
his, ever to deghrvirain bien, butin all things ſincerely - 
ro comply with him, and be d by hath, rh4rrthou / 
mayft efcape the vengeance thy frs bave etpofed thee 
to, and xr ah that Glory to which he will #furedly. ' 
bring thee. This is that Covenant with Chriſt; of Filth 
in him, which I have been all this while perfivading 
rhee to: ' wherein I told thee 1s contained thy Covenant: 
with God the Father, to love and honor him aboveall; 
as thy Maker, Ruler , and End:; and with the Holy | 
Ghoſt, to be fandtified and led b tim. Which ©bve- 
nant every man tiiuſt be co entred mo; tharhe 
ta be fi to partake ot the Eord's Supper, whereby hg 
doth profeſs to doniſecrate himſelf to the Father , Son ,*' 
and Holy Ghoſt : that's, to be a true Chriſtian , as by * 
hisBaptiſm'he ſtands engaged. And this is the third uae" 
tron Which is requilite to all Communicants. And 
if ſhotild name no more, hence it may ſufficiently a 
who is fit ts come to this Ordiitffſnce ; ; even he ” 
pel con 
e related 


uainted with rtie Dodtrine pf the Gol 

ik So Chriſt, beheves all that igther 
to.be nk rands falls af, artd deep! COIN fot 
all his fins, deing Q6cdell Well raed Gs 
preſently Sane. th rſake them, Ts 
r unfeignedly ber og toreceive the Lord Jeſus; 
his Saviour, upon the rerms of the Goſpel, that 61 

- bas _ —_— f he © erelvigh 
alone for x not lbs 15 wling-t9 he i 
ſanCtified by tus holy Spirn, that he may? hari 
an wry Brewer's with God,'-upon/'whorm 
hath:placed love. This3s the mit ho 
Chriſt will bid 6. to his. Fable: Wherefore ;; 
Reader, if this bea Ceſcription ofthe ſafe e thy Souls 
let not Satan or thy own fearful mulgiving heart -Per=, 


firade thee, that thowart unfit to partake of tHe privi- 
jdges held forth 36! Delevrs 5 bv vic cheerful 


3 
- 


(11391 ) 
thy ſelf to thi Feaſt whach - 
cit panes fr pH, wet mo 


take thee to bronlelf fn hi 


y-Kingdom ; 
ies [ HEY FER what bind: 
pefon Commupicants ought to. be, from the 
ce, 23 its for a Remembrance of. b, 
kisDeath which gn be without the abi 
ol . repentance. to ies and. behevng in hum,/ I may. 
ofe be F ack in.th : puriculan that fo 
Fae what mare is4ncluded in LT Chaiſe 
althe Sacrament, 4ince they ſerve bur farther to allu- 
t gan, canhirg) Whar I have already. mentioned. con- 
cerning the quaſthcarions of the Recgivers ,, and hq 1. 
repeat ſome Wikhem 1 in Mets thoſe dar nicvd 
iQ, MO PRAPICALhs no !:;., Y 
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onde be torere the benefit proba 
Jadbackfors this believe in him: hich benefit art 


hell! forth and repteſented.inithie Bactament', and hyiiL 


$11 them , 4s 


call for: ftirabls difpoſitions and! 


elhich, arethe principal, and"contain- all the\ reſt 


Ah theſe we Fly cation y- ) Satomi beſt 
thorake 


cation. 
T9 'The Grft ixFuf ifcation or: hepordun of fm 
Fence betwiXT —_s lo. ſotalt.; that I ſhall ;here 


*1 0g take” | 


 tharteworibats Chritadeukitabedughs,: con | 


-and aflurebiothie wot NNeech aa 
1Hallſhe wharticolad Ofthiſehericrs I all;nams 1 
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the Bread and Wine to eat and dri 
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( a2TY 
takego-notice of it) which pardon'Chiriſt hath obtained 
b the ſatisfaction he. made to divine juſtice, by hisper- 
e&t obedience and grievous ſufferings, | for the ſake 
i Apes s2f6-telealt from the rigour and curſe 

the Law, received intothe fayour-of God , and pre- 

ed fromthole mers which atherwiſe had accor- 
Ingto-their deſert befaln them, Ga/. 3.2. Chriſt hath 
redeemed us from tha curſe of the Law, being niade a curſe 


for. us. Heb. 3. 4+ #Hhen be had 13 Penſelf purged oar ſins, 


Ore, Heb. 9g. 26.-+ Bat now he bath appeared to put away 


fen' by thy ſacrifice of himſelf. Rom. 3: 2.3, 24. For all 


hawe ſnned end come ſhort of the gloty of God ; being juſti> 


fied freely by bis gracegtbrough the redemption that is inFe« 
ſus Chriſt: ; with maultizudes of the like places. And the 


Bread and Wine ſetapart for the Sacrament , do repre= 
feat Chriſt's Body that was given and broken for us, Luk. 
2-2- 19+: IT Cor. 3 1./ 24s: and bis Blood which was ſhed 
to procure our pardon, — may read expreſly, Mar. 
26, 27,28. And hez00k the Cup, and gave thanks, \und 


gaveit tothem, ſayimgyDrink 38 al of it : For this s my 


Blood of the New Teſtament , which i (bed for many for 
the remiſſion of (ms; that is , this Wine doth Ggnifie 
and reprefent my Blood ,-, 1n which the New Covenant 
berwix3 God and Man js foundedand eltabiſh*, and by 
whieh xemiflipn of fins, and'all other conſequent hene- 
firs of this New Teſtament or Covenant are purchas*d: 
And thoſe Sacramental Aftions of giping and receiving 
| LaY do hold pea 
and confirm the mutual Covenant berwixt' God and” 
Man..-As-it ſeals to the Covenant on Man's part , (thar 
he will-receive Chriſt as he is offered; and be deyated 
to hign,-and-ro God by hum-)' Thaye en tour under 
the foregoing Head 32nd to all who fincercly &o thus, 
God hereby ſeals tothem, that he will be their God; re» | 
cancyled'to' them through o_—_ z andrhat A. 8 
$0j:V9 \ 4+ All 
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all his benefits ſhall be theirs; and therefore” one 
principal benefit, that all their inquities for "Chriſt's 
Take ſhall be > pry them. Even asthe Miniſter, who 

15 here in Gods ſtead, offers them the Bread and Wine, 
whereby a crucified Chrift, with the bleſſings he pur- 
Chas'd, are ſignified, fo doth God make overalltheſe to 
a believing Soul, which doth as really and truly, though 
ina ipiritual manner, receive Jeſus Chriſt , by cbnſen- 
ting to take him for his Lord and Saviour, as with his 
hand he takes, and with his mouth ears, and drinks the” 
Bread and Wime. . Now in anſwer to that particular 
priviledge, pardon of fin, which heyeby isafſured tous, 
there is required in us a dependance upon Chriſt «for 


. his pardon ;, thatis, an expectationand hope, that God. 


for his Son's ſake will pardorrour ins, thatthey ſhall not 
be charged upon us, -ro condemn us at the great judp- 
ment day ,:but that-we ſhall then be cleared from all 
accaſations , -and ſecured from -thoſe- miſeries- into 
Which the ungodly ſhall be ſentericed; and this. we are 
$0 look upon as ſealed-ro us by the Sacrament. Andirt 
is to-be conſidered, that this dependance upon Chriſt for 
a pardon, is one-part, or an effe&t of our ſaving taith in 
him: for they who'believe that' he is the Redeemier'of 
the-world, and are willing to be ſaved by him from 
| their wickedneſs, and ſo from hell, they will tetyon 

tim to-obtain forgiveneſs by-hint, and: according to 
the knowledge: they have of their repentanee and 
Faith, ' the conditions of this niercy, they will the more 
confidently expect it. Bur as it-18'ofren times difficalt 


to'bring.the rraeſt Believers to this at of Faith, in that - | 


meaſure as may give them comfort , ſo it is more difft- 
cult; ro bear the moſt negligent out of this refuge; who 
- would:cheat themſelves with a conceit, - that to hope 
for mercy through Chriſt is all thar*s required of them. 
But know. , the pardon Which God: offers' 1s/upen 


condi- 
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condition of our willingneſs to accept of Chrift toteach - 
and = to Seeger fave > witch I have oft 
mentioned, as that believing in Chriſt which the Go- 
ſpel calls for, and entails falvation upon: and then they 
in whom this willingneſs is wrought, ase bound to be- 
heve, that all God's promiſes , madetoſuch as by his 
Grace they find themſelves to be, ſhall be fulilPd: and 
therefore particularly they oughtto believe , that ac- 
cording to his pronuſe , "he will blot out all their tranſ- 
greſſions , for his fake who was bruiſed for tBem; and 
upon the ſtrength or weakneſs of this perfwaſion doth 
their comfort very.much depend, though not theirſafe- 
ſo. much, ſince the want ofit commonty proceeds 
om an ignorance of themſelves, ratherthan an unbe- 
het of the promiſes: / to which 1 ſhall ſay ſomething 
hereafter, leaſt any ſhould think they mult not come to 
the Sacrament, becauſe they have not a confident per- 
ſwaſion that their ſins ſhall be pardoned , and therefore 
think they bave no. Faith. Now from what hath been 
ſaid, it farther appears, That none butpenitent Believers 
are worthy Recervers': for to ſuch, and none but ſach ,' 
doth in the- Covenant of Grace promiſe pi#don- , 
and therefore to them only it is thathe conveys and 
afſures1t by the Sacrament, which is a Seal of thar Ca- 
venant, and raties no more than what that promiſeth! 
And indeed none but fuch doin good earneſt defire 
or ſeek afrera pardon: for none- but they are _—_ 
convinced of their need of it, by reaſon of their breach 
of that Law which doth accuſe and condemn them: 1p-' 
norant ſenſeleſs finners, that run- on deſperately in 
their wicked courſes , without any thought or fear of 
thoſe judgments: that are ready to: be executed upon 
them, and nevertaketo heart how they have incenſed 
the Divine Majeſty +. <q them, do not uſe much to 
» bulie.their thoughts how they ſhould turn away this: 
| a7 wrath 


C---- 
wrath, and prevent this miſery.  'The fear of fekntR; 
poverty, diſgrace, or the rt ry nates 
more take Teak up. than the fearsof Hell, and accor= 
dingly their daily care:is to avoid thoſe rather than this. 
He thats ſick prizes the Phyficiati, whillt he that is tin 
health, or thinks heis ſo, careslittle- for him, ot his 
Medicines. A poor: piſoner. that hath riewly heard the 
ſentence of condemnition from 'the Judges mouth; 
ind knows he's a dead-man m\Law:,* what would nor 
he do -to get pardon from the King ? *' Or ot *how 
thankful would he be to the marithar ſhould 46 itfor 
him? whilſt another, that knows::not himſelf to Be 
guilty (though hemay be really ſo)would rake himſelF 
ittle beholde n-to any, one that ſhould make him ſich 
an offer, to wit, 6f.the King's pardon. Even thus ſhould 
you come to & ſtupid Sinner ,and be able to affure him 
that God was reconciled.ro him, he would be very Fils 
moved with-theitidingy, for this is not a matter whereof 
heuſed ro/make much doubt, 'or greatly concern Mith- 
ſelf one way or other? buticould you furprize hin with 
the news otagreitEf{tate being fallen ro him, oh what" 
an excae of jay. would you calt the poor man'into; 1 
confeſs when rtheſeicareleſs ones come to be awaken= 
cd on a deatli-bed; or by a firof fickheſs, then they do 
indeed earneſtly; defire, that rheir fins may be forgiven! 
them.Nutwithitandingthe groat affeCtion they had to 
the Devils drudgery; they have no mind to recerve the 
wages Which he affords them. "Though they haveloyed 
fin to;well, that they, would never part with i whilft 
they. could keep tr, -yer:{ince now they can keep it no: 
longer , by no meanvare they willing to go to that Hel 


to which their fins diretly led rhe. ' Eoth they are't9 
take. leave of their; luſts, rill rhey' Come to the ' very 
mauth of the Grave, but then fain they would rid their: 


hands. of them : for they know, if they'go togetheronie 
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Farther they are like to ru6it For ever. Whillt o 

pri taſt the Noon of ſin the wallowedſec DO 

11 it; but now icknef; hath ſpolPd their taſte, foie oe 
thei our of teth they yan ſomewhat a 

55 jog nag leſt they yr al- 

tact! and and Gonh "nothing þ at bit: 


en tot: 
ter « eg are hd ottom of the p, therefore pd w 


ready bad all the oh 

lent gth-they would throw, it our of theif hard. And this 
Fes is ordinary the beſt of a Death-bed Repeatance. 
which many bird their hopes ſo much Upon. .Theymay 
be'in good earnelt afraid of beinp darantd, and thers- 
fats are ſorry that they have btou it themſelves" into 
Tack "danger: but: Whats this foar an ingenuous ſorrow 
for having offendet A goodar andp gracious God, , afid to 
kathing b fin for its own, \ vilene Is "Which ar Neeſ 
fary a make our repetts Yb right. And nat, ONE Fr: 
death, its like, but in time's h als, there arg Tr Tha- 
ny who would be very wHbng to have their, 
doned, if it might be” -upon & Rye con Pon, 
forlaking them. Sf bit onde 
cy migh Terve turn, or S ro ONE os 
a hr ſerve tarn, and yet Aj ti Might live asH1 

few would 70 Without A pare. But remembe r, 
Gel where atlures pardon! toan "man abſolarely, b Zur 
upon A certain coridition, whichexe, Ne rforn ve 
cannot look for HE romiſed Va 

Wy 


dition 3 is, 1 have be 21-1 you, : tha t your, To 
repentof, "and vs Y Yo Rt, allfin, ar Ter 
ceive Oriſt t F - JT Fu . dh [ i er. 
terms therefoxe jc onfiretar ts 
you by ; this fame; N gf Mod Ed 
ip-Gonkec fr ht Forte, 
gd which? Hal WR 
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Ln yould,own your. {elf his Tenant, and yearly pay 
' himſoine ſmall quit-rent, and ſhould ſet his Seal ro this 
alc;all this would ſtand you in n6 ſteady if you denied 
$65) was his Tenayt, and refuſe to pay the Rent he 
req ured. Wherefore to know. your hope. of 
padote upon. good grounds, and ſuch as will 'not fail 
Ie:pirumy whether you are ſack kind of perſons as ] 
ave before deſcribed , whether youare humbled for , 
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Eg of heart cleaveto the Lord Feſas, 
fa ok rn to Loans upon Chriſt fog a pary 


is Ofhce Ces NN mages reſpeR to his 
Tr ce,-. and js Ea 'F, aith in his IT 
ky to add ortwo more , forthe = 
he ſuch who have hot much laid it to. heart,how 
x cir fins pardoned gd, as if they thought it Was 3 
X eat conſequence: Conliger, 1 ſeech you 
wheth r the Jacarnat! 190, Life and Death of Chriſt -* 
was nor a tnatter of Glee -1mportance to the world ?and 
tell me, Reader, doſt not nick thou aft as much con- 
certied rein 25 any other man? Had'ſt not thou. ag 
much rx ecd of his De zoned ee $ an C: arr therefore doth 
© bot Sand thee upo ther; thou ſhareſt inthe 
$ of it.as dy 5; ke 46th. any pen breathing ? 
Fall this pre paratiqn in the Go- 
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Of theſeoffers of life : doſt- thou think all-this would 
have cdhvinced thee of the, greatneſs of Divine love, 
and of thy need of mercy? And would it have & | 
*wakened thee to make out after the ſame, and to do 
all that was required to obtain it? If ſo, wby then wilt 
thou not be perſwaded to the ſame care? 'Since the 
Goſpel ſpeaks to'thee as particularly as if it named 
thee ; and the mercy is as great,” and thy need of it as 
much as if thou alone waſt concerned in it; and thou 
ſhalt never have the leſs benefit, nay rather more, ar" Be 
having others to ſhare with theein it : but 's haan 

thou miſs of a pardon, will be never the leſs , for 3 
"aft in the ſame ſad caſe with thy 


Once agarh let me ask thee, thou who now art oY in- 
ſenſible of thy need of a pardon, that thou wilt not take 
pains to get it in the way thou art commanded; woyld- 
eſt thou be contented on any rates, abſolutely and ex- 
preſly to with all hopes and ex tions of it ? If 
6p might*ſ be hired wh A L or uſand or ten thouſand 
res  ould'ſ thou for ſuch a ſum of money , pro- 
ſs thou didſt renounce all right and title to Jeſus 
Chriſt , and all hopes of mercy through him? "Or 
would'{t thou givethis under thy hand in writing tothe 
Devil , or to any man that would help thee'to a great 
Eſtate ? what would'ſt thou think of thoſe who ſhould 
do thus?.. would'ſt thou nor ou upon them as moſt 


of Ground in mh t 
go thither to poſſeſs them , Ng edres not -olhts | 
9% 20 we beth more advantage 
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t TH: : Even ſo by rblefnefs and th tnayſt 

to o All bet crc by -hej "4 as thoſe 

Crea ature 2 ht ire d kl 0 make eompatts with the 
Peri 1! away th th E cir Souls fot A thing of nought, 
Onc tude, if no ing 'T have hitherto ſaid wi 
mo 20 ce, con{ider, Les rhee , Whether this thy 
Es RITA 'of pardonirg merey will? remain always. 
Sins thou ba I know "thou wilt acknowledge, yea,ma; 


ſins, ſuck'as would ſink thee to.the lowe 


bal ft laid to thy charge. Do'ſt thou: not grant 


ws 
2 


ou canſt not but kiiow , Thar there will at 
ns a day of Reckoning fo thele thy fins: wy 
qu think when thou mult ſtand before the Ju, 
nd give. ap thy: account”, that thou ſhalt not earn 
ehre 3 # far on then ? wills ic then ſeem. as indifferent A 
ow it does ? "Then « I fay, : when without1t 
A fart to keep company with the De- 
pil) in A the midlt of { corching flames,for everandeever, 
And thou Pf! { got ſurkbe [o i norant.as not.to know, 
that nx et all have a pardon they s but thoſe who,got it 
now 1 NY 2 day forexamining , and declaring what 
our eſtates.art , whether .Zoodor bad, that we may be 
deafr with. accordingly , »..not atime "for getting them 
better., if hey were nought before, NV borrigne 


ou beelt: ot a vexy Brute,only to mind What 1s be- 
fit 7 thou hall Any - forehhght, ' NY: belief « of this 
J ug, Foy thou art goun © ON now rouſe t up thy 
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cin3th thee, and"thou maylt co 
ih felf 6 rfis Sheriincae . Rog onfprnnl | 
ratice froth God, that his promiſes ,of. mercy tha vil 


delle gooT.s thee, lect 12194s bes, 


poles ing, of AP. VIL TIT ; : 
"The ſecond benefit 5 P Santtification. .. yy 


z./T. HE fecond great benefit purchas'd by the Hearh 
of Chrift, [+ held forth im the Sacrament , . 4s 
Saithfy mg, Saving Grace”', for the enliven 
ſkrengrhening the Souls of elievers. There i 18 NO. Een 
more lain m the whole Goſpel , than thar..one _ 
end of 7; Death was , to obtain frem the F at 
” Up. y Spirit ſhould accompany the, proglam: 
4% to enlighten the, minds  arii | 
mare mg rT ſe who ſhould not wilfully refif his wark- 
, that they might entertain the truth 2m the. 
F: ef. : and that on theſe, greater meafures of 'p Brace 
ſhould be poured forth, ro make them in cg 
formable to their Maker , y eapliogia "Ar 
their natures :* Which was the great deſign 
deemer, even to reſtore Apofftate ware 
of God wherein they were created, 
be tnade” rneet for his ſeryice here Ne Fo ak 


hint hon ag A moſt lamentabl fake Fs The 
fins Ons, death 6nly to No A. 
and keeping Janery out, of Sn 


order to.a ork of grace on: 

who ſubmit t foth gre 

abfolute pardon. For ſa Pnſ 

wete taken in War, who, bcing weak PamEp wo 

cannot return imo their own Countrey , bur muſt pre. 
ſently 
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| Gotly be put to death by the King that took them;arid 
in the mean” time cotnes their own Prince, and pays a 
reat (um to dbtain,that the execution of them may be 
pur off for ſome titme,and that his Phyſician may uſe me- 
dicines, and apply plaiſters to as many as are willing , 
and thatall ſuch, when they are made whole, ſhall 
ſent totheir own homes: and the reſt who will not be 
ruled by the Phyſician, butſpit ont his potions,becauſe 
they are bitter, and throw away his plaiſters,, becauſe 
they make them ſinart, they are to remain in their pri- 
fon, and. be put to death as they were ſentenced. Here 
weſee the ranſom that was paid, was firſt to ſtop the 
laughter of the priſoners, and to get liberty to uſe 
_means for their recovery to health and ſoundneſs; and 
ſecondly ro obtain, that the recoyered ſhould, be ſer 
free co return 'to their own countrey? and not, onely 


the contempt” of the ranſome , bur of che Phylician, 


would bring Death, Thus had we by the Fall, both 
brought our ſelves into danger of preſent deſtruttion, - 
and diſabled our Souls, that we could not returnto that - 


ſtate wherice we fell ; bur the Son of God undertaking 


-our Redetpprtion, obtained for us, that the ſentence of- 
condemnation ſhould not ſpeedily. be execnted, and, - 


that there ſhould be aſſured hopes of eſcaping deſtry- 
Qtion!, and returning to happineſs, for all thole who 
make dot their condnion defperate, by continuance in 
ſin, and tejeRting of the cure which, his Spirit would 
wotk upon them: now the work of his Spirit is to plant 
and iticreaſe*grace'in their hearts, to heal the diſeaſes; 


they may heEmbled'to in the ways of holineſs ta 
than everlaſting reſt; andthe ſending torth of his hea- 


Spitit-was"the fruit 'of tis blagd : New as it will 


y damn men todefÞiſe the blood/of Chriſt, azif 


ends 


"3 


> weakneſs which ſin hath cauſed, that 
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(147) _ 
ends fot which the Goſpel faich it was ſhe@, ſo is it as- 
= and damnable to reſiſt var” bt the Spike 
iſt,ler them nd whar eſteem they will for his 
blood, Alike ealſo it is, flowing from rhe former, 
to limit the notion of free prace tomeer pardvning mer- 
cy, whenagitincludes Gracealſs: Brine | 
inſtance now en he Phe top was 4 free pift 
tothe pr) as the that was paid for them, 
notwithſtandingrhis was without them, and the other to 
be taken-into them. wer k brandi es Air 


the Spirit int ug,as purely row the gra ceand mercy of 


God (though merited by Chrz giving of his Son 
for us,& accepting of ns for ie hep 7. willin 
to hint, hs when they hear - read of being ſav 


by Free grace, ſhould dreaiti of a Salvation to bel: had by 
2 meer Df eithore being ſanttified by the Spint. 
That the making men. holy imtheir Kelty lives 
was a principal end of Chriſt's Dearh', without whick 
no happineſs is to be et 15, I ſay; atrath ſo ev 


dent im Kat very tenour of the Goſpel, that ir itiay ſeeny 
8 qepir, wh. proofs; yeta the 
| rvren? ph.2.,10.We ate his workmanſhip 
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cording tp his mercy be avedus Þy the a 
tion, pb, woe rg" ef, ic Kh 
abundantly rd Wat our Sovjtjer. 
Math. 1.2:2."Lu Tag. Rom 11. Gal.'1.; Tits. 
I 1 14 Heb. 9g. 14. Now though Iacknow it 
is by ie help of the Spirir, that we are brought «Ie 
keve 
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this Ordinance : which teackieth ug: rhar none are fit ts 
come , that have nit alre Lacy tcge beginnings 
g76cn wee n themto hs Heal nero 
ha ſpiritual life w t y put 
upon do bave thi ali fupported increas'd. None 
cv hunger but rm tive # qui or 
er greater meaſures of Grace , Who have not in ſome 
Ger Known and taſted the fyertnel nd & cy 
thereof. But tio humble Souls need therefore be dil- 
coutaged , at if they were not worthy. to feaſt at this 
Table, whiere none are welcome but ſuch as have true 
Grace wrou plit in them, fince they may be confident of 
chats Wepce, if they can really find in themſelves 
at 0 the provions inde of them, an hearty 
and ſincere defire , that their” Spiritual wants may be 
ſupplied, their weakneſs ſrengrhened, and all their di-: 
ſtempers bealed: and what true Chriſtian: Whoſe Grace 
is never ſo low, but finds, is himſelf a love td, and a 
longing after, more ? But this indeed condemns thoſe 
who feel 10 need” of any nouriſhment for their Souls , 


and therefore either wholly = Sacraments, and 
other tmean9whereby it is to be 


r iy, ſtomach ar all, ae aeg> themſelves with 


outſide of f 
Re Toney cons 


| dan Theſe Full Souls 
afe like to be ſent empry away, whilſt 
ſhall be filſed wich good rhit p. Nowt W fr f 
eſs Souls, 'thar av ria the moſt wholſome” 
00d , would ſay fornerhing briefly 1 = rotheir' 
cure , to bring then {6 fir ako Frum. that they may 
come 
to the Lord's Table, as perceiv 
thingshere to be kad, - ith they do" moſt of all 
weed of, (OA 


x." Inotder hereto, labour to get fonfltedobur eddy 
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of eſe come with- 


"ogclensd appetites , and efilarged mT 
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| tmpty creatures you are: for till then you are aren3t like to 
 feekour for a ſupply: Conſider, 1 mean,, chiefly how 


itute you are by nature, and ro this ver day, of thar 
which isthe trueriches , 'rhe beauty and gigryry of 1He 
Souf,inthar you arc ſo-unlike to God, fo Gal of, corrup 
tion and. wickedneſs ,* ſo empty of that Spiritual wi 
dome , that holiveſs, 1 humility, heavenly-mindednefs , 
and the like excalldrnties, which alone can, render you 
amiable in the fight" of your Maker. You cannot ima- 
gine;//if you have well ſtudied your own hearts , that 


- You brought i into rhe 'world witffyou', a!l that Grace 
|  Whichiis of abſolute neceſſity, to perfect and accom- 
-pliſhyour Natures; and it is tao fad a fign you are ſtill 


without it, whilſt you have no more mind to; thofe 


means which God: hath' ordained' for rhe cptwEyarice 


and” increaſe of it: How happy a thing iow wasit, if 
you' were butthronghly cotiyinced*of your own” wants, 


. .When'you do burp © you need food, or rayment . 
or Phylick, how im 


13 and impatient are ,you'ri!l 
you have one way or ather got what'ydir would Have? 
And:thus ardently deftrous would you be oy the Gra'- 
ces ot God*s Spina, 163 you did rightly a , that 


rheſe are the food',” Sd tabing; md RE of the 


Soul.-'Bur alas, how do people getierally labour iy 
der-the: ſortiſhnels*, and” ſfelf-concenednefs, which 
was Charged upon thi Exodicean Church , that thouy br 


herſelf wt "with goodsneeds noth 
not that ſhe ſhe was nrched and miſera ani cr nnd 
naked Rev. "Tis one EY ates diff culties 


inthe worl * bein tnen t$-jud 35 6 their poverty or 

riches bythe temper yp frame of err Souls; to'con- 

VInCce- chempcharabey are poor and needy, whilſt they are 

graccleſs,' though they ſhould overflow-in wealth and 

abundarice of all extertial things. 

—_ Wherelote the next” plece ,"1& me <dviſe you 
; L ts 
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fo-heware of a ſecret miſtake which ruins millions, inima- 
£ining that outword comforts wh 0 well enough to make 
amends for all your neceſſities ; thatthe husks of wordly 
enjoytnents may ſerve, inſtead of the Bread that is in 
the Fathers houſe. Oh take heed of anordinate thirfting 
after theſe puddels, or of wallowing in them. Do tot 
fo eagerly purſue ſuch unſatistaftory trifles as carnal 

rohts and pleaſures, which divert you from the pur- 
Fai of thoſe things that moſt concera you; bur exatnine 
well what there is in them to do,good to an unmertal 
Soul, wins you carmot but account your belt part. Be- 
ware then of being ſo devoted to the pleaſing of. your | 
fleſh, that you ſhould bethereby ſtupifiedeo a regatd- 
leſnefs of your Soul. The luſcious fare which the world 
affords, cloys the mind of man, and ſpoils his appetite,, 
and puts him out of reliſh with his own pro 
Rad This is the undozng of the moſt, they are{o *f 
of the Creature, if notin their hands yet in their hearts, 
that they have no mind nor rqom ,, to entertain a 
thing of God there. Every man breathing finds himſe 
a-needy. Creature, that cannot hve upon himſelf;, but. 
muſt have ſomething from without brought into give 
bimfatisfaQtion: but then the miſery 13, they think their 
wantsare all of that nature, that things here below may 
ſupply them. 'The poor think there is nothing they.need 
{o much asberter food and raiment, more plenty and 
eaſe andeſteem inthe world ; and they who aboundiin 
theſe rhings, becauſe they (ce others.excel thetn ,, think 

they wantfuch and ſuchgreater Eftates and Digmties to 
<4 them happy.1 h they and after all theitat- 
raanments, that {till they are reſflels, diſcontented, 
and: wanting ſomething elſe, they ſcarce know. what : 
whick-might convince them, that it is ©nely from God 
they can receive farisfaftion, by.-baving their; natures 
perfected with thoſe Graces which may fatthem/for that 


communion 


© = »» WV 
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commuvion with him inloveanddelight, wherein th® 
Sonlob bian<anontly fad reſtand contentment; "Phis , 
i fay, rhey mightlearn from thoſe reſtleſs infinite! de- 
ſiresof their owi-beans, if they 'wontd bur headFully at- 
eend'ro rhe mature\thereof : but being more cruel to 
themſblvesrhanany Parent ro his Child, whenthe Soul 
callsfor Bread , they piveit a Stone: endcavouting to 
patir off wich thoſethitps that concern the body alone, 
whilſt that wichin then , whichis moſt needy; ill re- 
mains fo, and is fuffered' to pine and ſtarve. As if an 
hungry han ſhould bil his monhb wich 'mear, and lect no- 
thing downiinto his: Stomach, Whilſt you! are fotidly 
endeavouring to quiet your minds g''and agtarnpliſh 
your ſelves with ny thing that is without Your Souls, Ve 
t'riches, pleaſures, honours, frends, and all 'the"ac- 
commodmions of the qurward man; which'the World 
molt dores upon, you areas verily beſorred atid/decei- 
ved;-as he thinks to eaſe a violent [paig at his hearr 
with putting ona7jchSuirof Clgarhs\; or to ſupply the: 


want of entivening Blaod'and'Spirits' by paintihp” his 
face. Your nevetlities' and diſeaſes ure FF ies 


ward 4: your very-Souls are ourof order, and nothingin 
this World will do you aiyeood} bilewha gore With 


a, ard chanp Ir ap »1s, delires and afe- 
Foxy. rt and ite other” petſons thin Row 


you are.” '' Wherefore I would beg youro fix this frath 
deep fro your minds, That [inte you are become poot'\and 
naked the bofs of Gods Imaage,which wasvhe vidhes 
——_— # _— ble ereature,) at's ner ht "+4 
velloekt jon; tilhyou be agaih reſtareid to his Imape:nvhich. 
# by be eraatbz6 No red hove of bim, tpn 
k ,, ahd exatt rouformity.to his apaths.) 
"qt And when yor'are brouthr to this knowledge of : 
ride winch; als the natureofthera ,;then:confider well, 
chat tir by Feſur-Chrift alcne that you: thrrbe ſaths fied un | 
© /2TRG | Ft * ſupplied 


( 148 ) 
. ſupplied, Fe Lab by Mioſes,' hut by bim come; 
grace. and truth , 23: 17: (Heds-the Mediator, 
through whom, 4 a for whoſe fake 'we receive from 
God Whatever our Souls ſtand, innetd of - He by his 
death hath purchas'd all things neceflary for ovr falvati» 
on-z hes aſcended on high, "ith eerived Gifts for 
his People. . As King and Fad'of hs Churchy/ he cdins 
municates to his Members thoſeGracesrthat by bis death 
and interceſſion he hath .obtained-for: them , - and they 
arc replemfhid. with-the falnrſ5 of bir: who fillerh all im 
ol. Andihenyouare t6:take gotice, that Chriſt hatb-ap+ 
pointed guties to'be 
bs \ Which,we are diligently to-artend upon, and'by 


nyiog them, he conyeys Grace to the 
—_ thoſe that are: {nk pnetile - m:theiſc,of theſe 


means” - Such: are to; -acdoeditatieupon 
Fe Wan, Fohx7. 1.28 by thyzrurh,{.rhy 
Edo 3 OneS 2. gems m Bok th 
iETE o eHrd,\that you e 
Pra) £t9.the CSS ED (L113. = 1:1 
ifÞt bot 'Lo$ 
Ne gs det birs:ack, 


and #Ybraidth a hot; 


ave put on.C Roti {\t>Per. 10-3; 
had ve won Erol the L 4 ; whore 
15 0Ur fecding u > Chit whois: al Iamb'fas. 
crihcedfor.us, Te been to Beveer Chad 
ſenſe, is afforded \a Corhrianzon + inee a be. 
of Chinfk.,. as we may.find in the Jonlleh ovk 
mentoned. And when'you havebutarnyed to: pony 
of 'yeurfown 1ndigenee;,/-and-Chriſt's; fhulneſs fiutabley 


CUI chere will PT ariſe m\' you, deſyesafter a. 
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ipitation of that fulneſs , which will, bring you 
t6, atid prepare youfor thoſe Ordinances, wherein theſe 
defies may be gratified. * 
> Faffly, Iwouldadyiſe your FIN of over- enter 
rainen Pdonete: har | ou are becone ſufalinew, that you 
ea nothmg : forth! ; «plain r'and 
yit not; your' edwith Wind'in- 
# of lid nies.” Aad-whilſt youre puft-up with 
(comeit you will be hindred' from- ſeck- 
what you #eall want.:> He that thinks! his 
Baie 'fant when they" _—_ ; 'mmky «lirough this 
miltake firſt Kve irfidleneſs, eto beggury 
eat mitopr - hmor wathan. 
Nb im;'neither-knows 
 Mindelf?); hd 1h 6 it gory em ef 
mode iv he Hath gives ini ed walkeby 21 smuch-to 
_ &d;thathe og pen ee en hath 
of bo favi ceat e riows enough 
18'V No my he thats bhimblecenoughis ſill 6$ccce- 
"ph a, and ofthe reſt. .For Ze edt - 
(hut '#he prot , (longs after ifulleg-commu- 
vfon"ith hit.- Ek thar drinks of 'thelWazgr: Chriſt 
bis Geltp thirſt afeer Creyruaee will Ve-G- 
Ne will ſuchÞthieſt after: more vE-Chnſt ariſe in 
| -tillhe be-drench'd i ines 


es 4hy 
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th re fordeds 7! 7 5 | 31 4 my 14 rote 151 
{Acid 2s there;is#equired in all Rectivers a6cnihed 
Ws after ſanctifying Grace, which is here voathſa- 
the other qualification ſuitable hereto, 1 rold 
_ you 
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you is a Re rein muy grace z thatisrolay is 


out 4: and. Joni the bon tryn.of 19.20 eb hes MTs 

tion. This 1s an of the formers, and indeed neceſ- 

ſarily flows fromthe aromas (vet s., Which is,no Fo 
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BeTrPe Ve es rt _— God 
re the grace of 

tolrve.an holy life, FI pri 

Ways, He that hath prong pd ns» þ- Oe 


£ Chit, who will be pe 
bigp/:.:ifos cerrainly that's, one cud. on 16 
Gent: J Death, re WE.mAY- As NOIDA 


ES 


<a: low CHAB: 


| 


_—_— 


yy 5 p< ny —— [ry Sa @a an re. ks DT SITY 


({ 152.) 


C AP. V4 Y 
Frdbinbbes Aroma bappineſe with Gul. 


43Ths laſh of thoſ benefes which I ramed}, ob- 
we gg: by the GH wo bye 
remembred at. the; Sacrament , is' eterne! boppive 
13 by tus xeſurretion from thedrad, pea nine, 
Byhia death, porn nos ora : hope bf an inhe 
FLANGE eg Hwdef as 
Co os, » Pet, 3-4; k way his Blood 
that by yr + be my and Proc t0God, Rev. F. 
Megane iſh ſh forthe life of the world, Joi 6. 5 7. 
By. Jefus Curl God calls us to-:cternabGlory,' Pee. 
F- 10. gr mote pena *Pazadife ,- which 
re ED 
vein be rom 
tan was, but that they. ſhould-2Ho bv: writ þ: bimawhere the 
#, John 17- 24- Thizhe pray'd for, RT | 
and. is, gone before to- preparen place for them ; 
keeps, them here to/ Prepare them for that place; and 
being ready they. ſhal}- enter into;rhe Kingdom.” He 
receaves their Spirits when they <&5,; and will rarferu 
their, Bodies at the laſkda y. New jeep life is hid-wi 
Cbrift ja Gad, and-when he appcars, thimſhal wy tp 
fear" 294: him-in glory, Coll. 3.344: Be we 
this. Death of Chnſt.cannor he r deeb 
if the Glory purchas*dtherebybe forgorten: Hewrzav 
rs member a, dying Chrift,- buc wwuhet 
mund, that he-vanguiſh'd this role cn ; jariſeri ibook” 
alcended, into Glop « Whither-iit due time howillexzle 
his.Peaple.. Moreover thatCovenant which is alert = 
by. wg Sri promiſeth an-overlaſting Kiagdont 
to Behevers: . and, can any man forget fucb a henehr; 
even whilſt he is recciving a confirmation of his right 
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tot? Apain here is that Grace given out which is 
pledge,the ſeed; the Begintiingand foretaſt of GR 

Us 1s poear ks to everkſling life: and 
who can forget his -Je $end whilſt he 'is takin 
food to ſtrengrhen him for tis Travel? To terry 
here's. cominimibn of Sainrs hich 'does' in fore 
meaſure ſhadow but and fignifie thatperfe&t communi- 
on which they.ſhall have one with #norher, whenall the 
Elect ſhall be: red from the*four _— 
Earth , and with 4braham ; Tſaac, and” Facob ſhall 
down, .-and for ever temain inthe Kingdom of God : 
'Now hence it 4 pears ,* that the worthy receiver muſt 
be one, who'hath;rakers the beavenly plory for his portion ; 
who. hath got a reaſire above, and there placed 'his 
heart and is hopes: for norte bur ſich 2'one'can With any 
life 'and rai 3 remember this'Glory', which is t6 be 
revealed. He tharis wont to ſolace himfelf with the con- 
yo > eh thereof; will tejoyce in everything that hath 
ae or, miuch-more in the'remembrance*of that 
meethat was purd for it. Bur bow can the Earthworm, 
hoſe, Soul lies groveling uporrtheduft;,) bring bitaſelf 
tounyaffeftwrnare thoughts of hidden tredſures ; which 
cannot be gotihrohis Bags nor Coffers, which he cannot 
{o-much as-gers Gght” of. Norcan the ſwimſh volup- 
tnous\finners\, | that feed-uport none but the minddy de- 
lights ot {enſe, ſrake any comfort" m'the forethoughts of | 
pure and' ſpiritual pleafures, fuch as are” prepared *for 

x:lred purif 4 Any p whoever they be}, that 
ce theit thief1cantentmenr'on”Exrch., are not like, 
with any-pleafareyto think'of thartime;when they muſt 
Kayethis- Earchs; '2nd'emter upon another ſtare, where 
.aves nf: fuck ferfiralÞ Enjoyments ts here rhey bleſt 
themſelves in. Ignorant, narrow” Souls'have no hearrto 
think of what ſhall 'be thoufands «and millions 'of years. 
ro-come. Theſe poor fordid Spirits'arefo FIENEna 
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tle trifles of che warld, 4. that .tbey look notſo highas 
.Crowis and Scepters. Which Chriſt bath in ſtore tor 
& -- faithful followers. Arid they who never took much 
pains to ſecure ang clear up their evidence for. Heaven, 
bur have raken it for granted; that they-mult yeecs go 
thither 4+laſt y Or Count; it jan indiflerent thing whey 
ther they.d9 or not ,; will, be, far from thole lively P7 
prehenſions; of the "grearneſs of that loye-whach- 
ph pep theexcellency, of heblils irdelf, ch 
are neceflayy-for him. who canrightly remember cither. 
Now wet cajrE whoare yet ſtrangers heretogroſuch / 
an appre of the Glory to come. by Chriſt, thaz 
they may chuſe it as their portion, andſo be joyfully ta. 
ken up! in the 'expectations. therepf:. in one-word. 1 
would deſire thee, whoever.thou art », that haſt bur {ſo 
much common. reaſon as.to- diſtinguiſh berween:good 
andevil,, to conſider well, whether.thou haſt not a/ oy 
as well as Body, and whether this Soul mal} hOF/7e 
in being.and alive, when/thy, Body is rotting, 
Earth, ang'wherher then, at. dogh not as nuwch, Ve 
nitely much more , Concern thee to ſeek; 
whar, that may axthat tyme make thy,S0 
for what may now pleaſe,thy Senſes, Yeas: | 
wult live ſomewhere for.ever,,. think whether. 


more wenthy, thy. care., 19 prayide for. ances 
well- Poa {than {or. theccoratorts of a fraul 
If thouart us far. convinged ,, then mg __ 
SO there Ev gr.» Th —o 
able.to-make thee per appy  Hoyſts and; 
Lands,th by Pia nd Ho Howours, willany, oraltfofthels, 

give in, 1 that, fehcaty which thou deſire a6 need-. 
eſt ? Are they of the ſame nature with tb; Squly,/or 
Will they laſt as lorig as/3t -will laſt ; muſtnor gt thy + 
merry days at length-come, toan end? And wilt thou... 
be ever the better tor all thou: haſt engoy'd, when once. 


it's 
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#'s.over ? Will the renicmbrance give thee any ſu 
ion? I» that mghs wherein thy Soul ſhall be req 
of thee, what ahrantagewifthe thou have from the good; 
thou had'ſt laid wp for many years ? yea, or from thoſe 
goody'thow ha®ft lv'duponthe years before > When 
the Earthandall its worksſhall oi up, Where will 
all ey" and- treaſures be ? If thou haſt no- 
thing to kvye ot, but what Will 'be turned irits ames ,, 
what wilt thouthenfht upon? Ar that day when thexe 
ſhall be io martyivg or pivingfint earriaple 6/Wi 


ves or 


Children, ''no Rela or Friends, who Soctery will 
afford atiy fuck comfort ashiereir' did ; wheti the intereſt 
of Princes and preat- ries ,7 whoſe tavbur- was here 

thyſhelerandthy Pride; Thatt all be varhſh'd, what will 
thy conhdence: in men avai? thee ? Examine theſe or 
#ny arher ourward prop wheteon'thou'leaneRt;, and ſee 
whether #2 be not a brite Reed.” And if ſo, except thou 
aet- d apunſt thy own: happineſs ,” methinksthoy 
ies Ayo make thoiee Fof that which'will ne-. 


wig t what thou'did*ſt,- as all 
ing will Fo edecrem 


Glory which God hath j pro- 
egxthsl&thar lovehimm;” But hethat can once up= 


grounds ſay, Thi Heaven it mine, Tſhall fre the 

? iſe mare ipert love for era now 

a ein the. midſt of mes 
cuntentes, 


*#nd need notto/be 'datttued ar Neth i it ſelf, 

barry, 43 it takes him to the pollefſion of 

his: , wifkshim'ta his/own' home. "Wherefore 

' 5h te, be dto aimyar this hi 
lan Need of i conrent thee”, / thin 

; reſt not till thou Ito: 4 


©» as 
#*ky racy 19 andthe romemberncn of hs 


s FEUD WAS 110K $Q.N aſe it ;. and. | 
conſequence Wilt be fitted to ce EIA 


| 


gracious dealings with oy 
per to the, Lord's Supper, 


+ % 


, 
, 
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gereths > _ ut dan y 'Ca ke be 
fy mo felt his ftiong 
luſts; —_T and wrath of God; asany 


load. or-burden-4ipon--rm-?-Nor can-he be-thankful 
frothe Geicrehat war - y,Chriſt, who had far ra- 
cher keep his {ms, than v6 ſantified. Lit- 


tle thanks wilt he rene gtbg Db who 1 Fe diſtur-' 
toms on 


_—_— cpurichowgs 


NE CAPO, rejects arld\ pe TY 
ken out of th hoy of t TR r 
Mens hithſelFfrito et? Wilt 
| irs We tm, wh of his* 
Y#Þ and'thil pranF's 
Fas he indi —_— 
If 45 God! ' along! 
e thankful f6 716 be 


=ibrmns 
dey 
for h 
: 5 


BOW 
Fre >: 


we th or thi 


i AT te 


F ET = 


erin 5 wo 
Ct =p Sd it at borne: hee "a 
ls, 1166 ka ervice; op a-eoris ge f<r4 

pes $f s _ c 
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ble ta; the malt; holy/Gods"Yea;indeed: they. wvhuld 
hereby butiyery ſolemaly. rpm arier ag 
Shildthep chenkbimrforchoſ 
- not accept bis bands z;,prailing:! hin fon Jef Tang 
.and the beotfnahe. brings y whit _ Will have none 
of himor' hem; onthe tera that God, 
No, nog it:48 onely the broken: healed beart,; ithe hum- 
. ble raiſed Soul;- that cat; bis fe ngly andefletonately 
.thanktul « God//for a Saviour ;- who hath. wrought 
great wotks-for them and in; them , ACID 
_ Hfeat/ proviſions for the.rime 6. come, They.chat:were 
' of but are found , they that were dead but are aliat- 2 
in theſe will their heavenly Father take plraſure, and 
cheſt oe JoYE 1 Yy _ love Ko verve roma v7 him, 
who ſent his Son to ſeek andawexhat which was 

I bring men into ſuch a ſtate and frame, thatthey 


may be diſpoſeg and enahjed,g roman inwayd lenſe of 
his Goodnefs , to render ſuch thinks vary ti ather of 
onely\ oy 40-r<ptak'W wha rect iciorn backed 
bring them $0 accept of Ghiuſt4 1 
afe-brought to :and arrivedsoany hopes arrange 
tance Witty Goe: through ham Fthen, boat Heart and. 
VOICE, with-their hy tre tr + vr agrnn..- 
Th hen mn pers rm well. y« Ns 
ceſſities which» Chriſt along can dupply+ ::Ganſider-i29 
what miſeries by you ſtgnd!expeſtd;, ; from whichbe 
alone can ketp, your - Remember what be did andſufle- 
fon theifake of men, and 


ted, how low 
remember: uncr-yavorthigels,, -thatever the 
ſhould 'baye: been! mamiteſted-to 

care-done for 


kaſt' love ket 
I Cn TO Ent 
you; into a {tate-anattery are 

9n3he:bumble 


mes) bleflings are:Sreelyohteflowerion be. 


—_—_— 
'and- believing”, rick-and' precious xc 
-made-themy what merties are. Ten foyth bife, nk 
ilgever for 
them, Lerbuttheconſ- 
» farvanas; == Soar you 


4hou wilt find it ever} 1 jd rrerhey 
_ "Author and Purchaler ; nor wilt be a- 
'blovto refrain "om hte of thy Gratitude and 
Love; dndehercforemayft harchidy 2h tomeTo' the Sacra- 


= 


543i. # &- 


#4 - CHAP; x: 
| 011 yy wg pra eta bub, 


= thar rightly remembers the Dearh. of Qhrift, 
abdwolt confidersthe infiaire love herein fhewn 


; canner bur bb rcheceby roun bexrty 


chars rhe laſt 
Coin, ade 


We ſed 


cos Gita Spiel we fllhcere wroughritws by aright 


| remembrance of ourdyidg Seriour', ot-onely rowntd 


our 


SS SmAL 


A 


forwe areellpartokers.of chat one bread. Each Chiiltianis 
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or friends os our onal Clthone. we fa 
tro 5e-amMOong ire by. Chon we 
nethe ew og ghee ne 
us to by. exarn 
ralletl's CR” that we tinge Ren another', 
Fob. 15.12, 1.3 wave hed ta gh mat 
the very. Badge of his,trve; . 
ſhould be known frenithe reſt of the 


yy CORUS 
: bus 61 Jain Table, sistcſtthe andre: cya 


murval.love, This\weſbew by our ating: 
— 4, whichis the cuſtom of Friends: andithis's 
one reaſon, why this Sacraments called the Communies, 
in that. Chriſtians have here:the moſt endearing fellow. 
ſhip with eath- other, For 15 Hot onely repreſen- 
tedtheir union with Chriſt their and theif ſpiritu- 
o- ma beak Ins mpllically un 
they: have am elves, 
ted into one Body , whereok Chriſt isthe. Head, 1 Cor: 
10.1.7. For ave Fs Rap. arr eng nedies Ide; 


ſorelated to, peut joyned with the other, that they.go-t6 
the making up _ one Body, as the ſeveral Grains carry 
bp pa ae edn 
partici non one y 
to be 1. one. the Children of one Fathits, li 
in one Family, and feeding at the ame Table, \uponthe 
very ſame 26 PA upon Chniſt himſelf, who thesrue 
bread that care down _ rom Heaven; thardeing: 
united to Ghriſt as Head, as founded this beirifo near 
and intimate relation to-eath other, to be Fellows: 
Members-af the ſame Body; as they-that have the-atne- 
Soveragh are Fellow-ſubjets, they that havethe ſame | 
Parents are Brethern: and byaheir foeding/oncthis Sar: 


cramentalfood, nnd Chriſt hamſelf RO * 
the 


« _ 
a_— <———_— —_ —— w—_—_— _ 


| the whole boity be 


( 66 ) 


-fitly joyned togetber mkes Increaſe ,un- 
bo theekifratef is inlove, Eph. 415,16; having here 
2 committnion with Hi ewhich fills and aCts'them with 
the "ſame pint; hereby, T'ſay, they receive a farther 
bond-and' diſpoſition to'the greateſt unity of hearts and 
affeRions. © So that we, are /eſpecially cog cd before 

our attendance upon this Ordioance, t0. go our way,ant 
lepeconcled to our (apr Theleven of malice 


e, amon 
all othet bmar ren Si wh ve preginony 4c keep this 
Feaft , f Cor. 425 7,8. 

ſe of peo 


d indeed we ſhall od this 


the \that they 'ouÞhr'ts be in 
chaſe wid hee lg their nergh 6M before they coinerothe 
Sacrament, whilſt hey 'diſtovyer too little ſenſe of the 


neceſſity. of other Graces rele arc equally needhilz yea, 


whilſt they remain deſtirure of this v charity itſelf 
which they acknowledge to be fo neceflary* for , alas? - 
rhey are not {> ealily - brought to the of thei 


duty as toackriowledge and commend it. For the plain 
eruth'is,” nome can'riſe up" to this excellent 'temperof 
Spirit, wherein'one half of our Religion conſiſts, but he 
who is1 ed into' Chriſt, and transformed into his 
likeneſs by the-Spirit of love ; which may dite& thoſe 
who are yer vid hereof, whar courſeto take for: the at- 
rairfmient 'of the ſame, naniely;'ro get united ro Chrift 
by x living faith and fervent love , whereby'they ſhall 
fnd kindledin their breaſts: anew affeftion t6-a Ithar 
dowith them” love the Lord Jeſus. | For.certainly it is 
not enough forus, that wehkave no malice in'our hearts 
zpainſt any ;\nor wiſh thens'any 


hurt ; 'this is-a pr 
deſcription'sf Chriſtian chigknharl may be found in 4 


Firrk or Few,but there ought:tobe in us, beſides a gene- 
rl loveto allmankind,which'makes us defirousof their 
ey utar tender love'ro''all ChrifPs- fairkful ſer- 


robo mwe behold:thie image of God i 7 in 
ar 


SS UMA 


ich:cauſerh us to\rtake delight in them, asſuch' 


a 3 ne i A EIS ets a coo£ods dt adn ode” 


wm 
= 
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their holy converſations, and begets in us unfeigned de- 
fires for hen good both of Soul and Body,and makes us 
willing t to contribute our afliſtance thereto, according to 
our ability and their neceſſities, inward or outward,and 
wie us to HE - their good 3fi ſorhe meaſiire 
Her on Foy Led bee hearts are (6 knit 
Fla, ' wats greateſt tharity with them, 
id take pleaſurg,in in wy Ir ſociety and conference, and 
more efpecially.in jo! ging with them in the worſhi 
and ſeryice of God., is 18 g molt ſweet affettion, and 
the exerciſe of it, is exceeding pleaſant to a gracious 
Soul : which, was it more common in the world, would 
reform it from a Wilderneſs in to a kindof Paradice; 
and the perfeChon of ir, will be on Sir part of our fu- 
rure happineſs. But this true ſtan love can 
dwell in none but ſuch in. whom God dwells, who is 
love. Onely they who are recovered our of che ſelfiſh 
carnal-ſtate, and are brought hotne t6'God by Jeſus 
Chrift, are the men that are os 'of this hare love 
to their brethern , for which many Cs might 
be given, was 1t edit ani et xertinent. | But this may 
ſt for all, that this affeftion i is hed apon, and 
follows our ſpiritual relation, arid thetefore a man muſt 
firſt be in Chriſt himſelf, before he can love ri ther 
purely as his brother in Chriſt, as2 fellow-member of 
the ſame body. Heithat hath not ſubmitted himſelf ts his 


'Þ Prince, cannot love another upon account of his bein "g 


a fellow ſubjet with himto the ſame Soveraign : A 
hegceir 1 is we find this FIVEN iN 48 A. C er of our 


Regeneration, x ob. 3.1 4: Herehy we we are paſt. 
By a4 GED Moſthes 
lves alove y 


from death to becauſe *  lovet 
their bein 


= it eng chey who find not i by e 
3: m os W Ks upon accou 
ka bin 5, Are BY _ of true love 
him RE ercforel Ly d adviſe you'ro try 
your 


4 @ @. @m_ 


diſcern) of 
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your ſelyes by this note, look into your, ownhearts, and, 
look abroad amongſt. thoſe you hold - your deareſt 
friends, and examine what it is that draws out your love - 
towards them. Are they therefore dear to you, becauſe 
they appear to, you to be lovers of God ,; and ſuch as 
have a great zeal for his Glory, becauſe they are of pi- 
ous "0 lary lives , therefore (ſo far "can 
pldre pirits ? . Dog you love them as 
thoſe rl are ng ht with the ſame blood, and fandti- 
fied by the ſame ſpirit with your ſelves? 'As ſuch who 
are helpful to your Souls, of receive help from you,and 
walk in oo OS boly way, and with whom you hopeto- 
live for ever in the ſame Glory ? Or. is. not all your affe- 
tion founded upon carnal reaſons, and beſtowed. one- 
ly upon your kindred, or ſuch that haye done you cour- 
teliesin wordly matters; : but as for the reſt , you, ſee 
ng mn why [yy ſhould love one more than another. 
farther, *dq you not find your hearts ſecretly riſe 
aſt ſuc boly| perfor, ns, a1 before” mentioned, fo that. 
you had rather company than theirs , and 
could even with the world rid of ther, becauſe their, - 
blameleſs lives do condemn and ſhame yours; and 
ſometimes their loying admonitions.checkand diftarh' 
you, as Lot was a trouble to the Sedomites ? Are 
ſo far from a reverend eſteem of Godlineſs , 


x. God? vid thus , 6) hos pate hi you 70, no _be ber! 3 
than haters. of. | of han. as he Is holy and juſt 5 Py” © 
i i it may, be you think. not ſortuchby your I 
Jag loves 1 > Rather will love the Child alſo., lo” 

he's like by bum : e that loyes the: be: perſon will love” } 


his Hei at loveth not bis. | 
nie only Gola bt fo 2) me | 


2 q eo * " ” Ot 
- Om ” <« p , 
# « ; h 
: 65 wad gh. oo Ci > bans ARE 


Dom fe eo 
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CASEY 
ON 


1 more dear to youthan thoſe, ws hve nothing ro com 
| en 7 have es | 
4 eee mas rj and havetu h atles <f FR. 


7 mentions, when 
3 15.4: One m e 
; | bawourerh them hea fedr the Lor Yea farther, you will 

FO ſte more reaſon for your loveto thoſe that are holy, h; ; 
2F- to your brethreror neareſt kindred lx The Bulky or.3 7 
2F tothoſe that arConly of the ſame opmi nice” + 
NF | by con that you __ ſelves are of, which do lamenta-"® 

1 late the affeftions of the wo” Y 


( 1863 v3 | uf" En 
&. 20. "Wherefore ſoe-to get y our heartsdeep coffe - | 
ed with the Glorits and Eacellences ofthe bleſſed God, * 
andyaw will find"your ſelves carried out to a _ ka, ; 
ſeetti of any ſhidows and reſemblances of the .* 
_ "Ler Chit be once the chicfeſt of ten pn 
Your Souls, akogerher lovely and deſgrable, pe 
then you will count thoſe in Whom he hath copiedour” 
himſelf, and ſhed abroad his own Spirit, tobe rhe only, | 
excellent ones upon earth, in whom you will, take _ ; 
delight. -/ You will then fo fallin love with his Image _ 
wherever-you diſcern it, that in compariſon thereof 
you wilt even difdain alt thoſe worldly excellenfies,” 
whith dot dunto thee eyes of ſhoreightes, mean-ſpi- 
rited'ones. pryotn nan doe ; reverence ofthe ic, 


| vine" Majeſty jeſty,| getitleneſs, Fu mee 


fruits of the Spirir, "which lp delete be 
havibur of the truly ſanRified, will make them 
more honpurablein your eyes ,/ and'render them 


n 


he ge fp, yo york of Zion,” Pl mu © 
whoſe Ex contenmed.hut be 


1 temper is far more 


(164) 

, dwells, according to their ca ty, that w in Chnſk 

* - hitaſelf. And or they 2 hate none , they envy: 
none: as for the wicked miſerable anes, they pity, and 
even mourn over them, as we find Chriſt did, and. wach 
tience and meekneſs areready to, give- them all the 
,to bring them out of their uncomfortable 
"dar es; but all whomthey have. reaſon..to: 
believe ſt loves » that walk as he hath enjoyned all 

- his friends' to do, theſe they dearly. love:: And ſuch 
"errors or infirmities , which will not cauſe” Chriſt toi 
ihdraw his favour from them, will not take offtheir 
ffeftions : for they dare not pretend toa greater ftrict- 
than their Lord, leaſt ow they t call pure 
— for him, ſhould. be found pure ſelfiſtneſ.... And 
BF lf 22S they dare not make "Leo private appre- 


oh which d notin the Creed,-norin the 
Goſpel, the OT of 0oty eh ad corner ,co Þ 


F 


) 1 4-n1\a and. be. thoug oo their regard and: 
© eſteem, Vickie the It note. of! one d tor 
k would hare their one _ 


a party : bur, I fay 
"ap oh: #6 katheir Lor Rr Or Maſters, ſince” tis for hs ſake" - 
Big "i ut ty have any friends atall., ſack is:the affection; 
| 1 God's pirit. works in hs pi Je. and with which ® 
are pol] eſs'd ſo far as they are oy grand moulded) 
It. 
morcover.the charity requilitein Communicansl 
voſt {not only.in a cordial loveto the Godly, whom ' 
ey, are. to reckon upon as deareſt Friends , butalſo wi} 
N © on 5 of te to all that are their enemies, and\® 
| it e done or endeavoured to do them.wrong : which, 
wa temper is of flat Nicer | to all that. woulde come work 
_.thily1 Kal Ordinance... - Hither /men co = | | 
--a pardon; and can ah IK an pork yi nany.and 
ISnoas | os from the great God. of heaven and ey 
"SR will not forgive ſome ſmall offence rhar he. may; * 


ave | 


4s 
' hs 


pr _- 47g CER i. in 


$9 


- ,ayepecaived from hig fe 

+.ox. the greateſt ny" gt that © 

3 icon 
4s We 


inks we. would. wr 
Thhok ye would beyw by cher mt Geng ch. 
per gn as theſe are'the worſt. that we ſhall ordina- 
de with from: our , bittereſt- enemies. And: 


ach inſt le injuries, that by all means'y 

to be reyenged ?. Surely, ſuch a wicked 
canngt enter into Gs. her a Yeo that remen-. 
:bers what he hath-done againſt God, 'and yet whitt | 
an 5pots from him, and what he bath ara 


4 indeed there is yothing more likely to br | 
W performance of this duty togur; brother, than't 


AM ion of the infinite mer Gant 
4 Wien us 111 [ups his Sony! e9d/frecly ym 
' foggivencſsthrough him. rob per ey 


re your anne Fe. 
ervant be, who, when his Lc 
eo him ton thoulandealeats, Oka irothrby 


- throat . 
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they were of, in reference to the Lord's Suppery 
The firlt ch he falls upon , is the Diviſions that were 
| aniongſt them, 1 Cor.41 1, 18, Thtt compoſedneſs of 
© Soul, that hiimility , felt-abaſement, and humblede- 
prtilance upor freet which. ate ſo ablolutely ne- 
wo ha woe prot ofit by this Ordinance, do 
all pafyeravand tg frame of Spirit toward 
"our body ary when we betake our ſelves thereto. 


ſureſhown, frolinher nature and deſign of this Ordi- 
nance(which 3s ta BR he up the remembrance of Chriſt ) 
how thoſe perſona mu 


7 e mercy of C Foo 2 = ae are truly w 

have "Re hearts ſanQtified by the ſpirit of God, giv: 
out through him, that they. naplead an holy life ; give | 
do depend upon him to bring | Glor 
in the en)Joyment of God, upon win they have f 
their dearelt love, andchoſchimas their onely portion ; 


"2 erful love in Chriſt, and by the power < of his Jove 
are nn charity withvall men , g their enemies, 

+ and havin affetion to the members bf 
oF Chriſt: bY and on onely theſe are fit to partake 's 
= the Lord's Sup per. Wh G1; intreat thee, Whoe' 

* thouart, that woulPTthot: wilfully deludethy racy 

| and raſh upon this dury to thy be take thy Elo wk 


M 4 * ang 
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And'thus( by Gods aſſiſtance) have 1 in ſome mea- 


on , hay do io. 
| verily per ſwade avi 
that they hea 7 conſent rotake hi 
| on Team being humbled for, a ref ved preſently 
from all hey FFF WEYb do hum y expect (or - 


F | ſt earneſt! pardon of. erto Sore | 


kank Io ſincerely thankful for the fetarions. of his 


( 168) 
and examine well whether thou artſucha one as I haye 
here deſcribed :. yea, if thou haſt any deſire to eſcape 
everlaſting miſeygy, and be received tho Heaven w en 

' thou dieſt, examin& thy ſelf; forexcept thou beeſt or b 


comeſt ſuch 20ne, 5 fires God is te , thouart ne- [ 
ver liketo be ſayed. CLE 0! | 
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EHAP. Xl... 


An imouation to cometg Chriſ cud bi Sacrament, 
with 184 yo. __ 


. 


Uſe. AMY next workis nogy to ca call wag exhort 
brag forgery a r 

and fo t Yeome and eat oft read; © 
Cup.. Hobs = rant 

© SE fik Nr nd howf Pp 
| akes, come h1 ort 
we = let 


hos 


. 


r. "a chat are indeed convinced” 
'S he i ein org 
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your hope or happineG is; ,plaged anly in. that, Feſus » 
_— we fie pg vane my pay ye 
aſcended into the Heavens; hereby own that you are 
Chriſtians, let. others bewhat they wall, Come hither 
_ all you that hunger and thirſt aker righteoulneſs, and 
feed upon hay, who here conveys of himſc]Fio the empy 

ty longing Soul, and ſatizhes his people. with 

Jo NS Mets their wants, Come hubs poor e je- 
ted droopmng_ Soul , that doſt. unfeignedly love thy 
Lord, but art afraid thou ſhalt never 0 raio his favour; 
come Lo nigger — wha he law done TOS thee of the 
| t ef and; fulneſs. of his love, © Come 
pp pe the proviſions. be hath made for thy corfo Tt, 
and rej yce inthe ſenſe ofhis bounty, All you thatex- 
y to Jook your Redeemer in the kace, .come 

and behold uw,where.till then, Vow. yr no oft 

early tif him. erp ſtamp bis image fir 
| onhores mands , 'that he. may liye.in yohr breaſts, 


while he is our of your fight, that tj 
"him, you may never be for Talof et 
ones, and betimes oh ſelves und 
ro here Remember your Creatour and Oo 


ourh ! Come hither ye aped thir 
bh rk hee eul-tt ie be on 


to 


s ; way the « 


4inCitd>> 5. 


' more P 


ye Richyto g 
re ak, Whic pe Bees : EE 
rt go ne hither Fn 
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' Chrilf yer bar len vr 6 wei will eorie ing ackniow. = 
"Jedging! Jo folly of your former ways,proteſting againſt | 
_ any .lonpet conririvance therein ,  andhly imoploting 
| mercy and acceptarice froth God throw (His Son, even 
"you are invired hither, to'reftific the wn our return 
to hifn,, andTo receive the Sigs that js raiyfor ou. 
"Behold Wiſdom bath buitded her bone ;, and firnitbe 
fable, and Calls to all to eat of her Bread, nk of rhe 
y ine at-ſh hath tel ; '2o'all thar reef, f dere 
bo to Yorſake the fools "mid po is the wi | 
earken you fos Ago gals,whofe'Sviils #6br 

6 with all ſolid'f66 wh Foul whe feed | 
 Kiſtbus delights of i 6 creature, 
We onely deluded,” never ſatisfied You : > Cat way 
oe: husks, arid cotne toa plenteolis Feaſt here {| 
has wherein you will acknowledge * there | is 
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opportunities over tacome tothe Lord's Table,and yet have 
not cated to. r ſelves, what tis! you' ſhould 
do there, winrgadyoulbnl ger by by ir, 'and/ſo have 
\ rakenno caretomake tiofis  wps/ this ; "bur 
from year toyeat bave neglected it; what think'you of 
this courſe, Þ beſsech you? tay a while and: refle&t u x +: 
onit. » Did you neverhear of adm evt dey 
Lord Jeſus; that all true-Chriſtians'{hould: wromhns v0 
ther at ihis Supper, and there! in remembranteithat 
| body was bro  and- his blood ſhed for them" eac 
Bread,and drink Wine, ſet apart forthar purpoſe? 'Hath 
| TH ſpoken he oat, Thien IVA hin- 
That it was to ve rold youghin- 
; ders pot, butthar'it belongs ws'well'ts you,fince ifyop 
be ſincere Chinſtians as they were, You "ves the'fa 
; cauſe rodothis that they had. * When Chriſt bids ns: 
| denythetiſelves; love oneanother, andpray th. the Fk- 
| hea df Abo_gs do not theſe precepts eadh jou ant 
I, as weltasthoſepatti ns rowhom he ſpake: 
' them? And tell/me if) you'can, why the caſe is flor the 
ime, as to that.command of his; which Fhdve:evennow? 
4 mentioned,” that we ſhould Do this, pecenveithie Gacrey, 
metit of his Suppet,inremembrance of hims. © He thachathy 
| commanded you to mortifie your luſts, rolove God a- 
boveall,heitas hatch en oyned-you todo this;and if you? 
2 tiokheoughtio be edn caring ws workeal 
|  Sothenfſinceyoucannot! ant,that fach'a'command' 
-. there is, ke er you/fay for your felveswhohave dil 
| obeyed it? Aopariior hereby guilty of comemaingthe' 
| ; of the Law-giver ?-what wy + A mbg. Four 
Iz rrughpr wrong hr?; 
3 DINE Ren t obes, 
| oe pt rre de $1 
= B 1g divogd I hope- 1t -15/nogalb one; 
= 2 with yo 50s pleaſe or to provoke bim.vy; Dorsmdvrchen” 
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Fair” mwogy by this time-ſimito you ;fot: 

& ?;-16 not.,-1 doubt -itis feared, ger ares 
if it does, then let me 6k yo what your intend for the 
time to come+?: Will you hold on that-courſe which you 
dare- not: jaſtifie, which your: own Conftience con-+ 

| dens you or? Dare yoo ried of of # 
knownLaw? Have you any 
ir-ſelf;, \or eyoury thing 7 ngil Isn: 19 5/aa 
of Chriſt the naf God, your Redeemer? Andhath nor 
he por power to enJoyn you what he pleaſerh } Hathnot + 
broght ts 


to govern You ; Sree ine hound 1 
go” not x7 cs delivered mtochis © 0 

— bytheFathier ? Yea, a wat war <re" hp 
to you inand by him ?-does not he himſelf rell us; 


the vers which. he ſpoke wire the Btchich thar rac 1 


ID 24. 10, and 


no. 
IO 
do., cries re Lme, how can tharconilt with þ 
Pal vole IT ? tis ne! take him - 
for your Maſter, if you: him nereverence nor. 
fear? Will you nor be as obje®d too ur Lord as the 
Centurion? ſervants were to him ? ts who if be'frnd | 
but, do thx, they, didir.: Let: this be thetryal whether; 
you will or -not : Rikold Choi Binh pilohs EGO 
ſpel; and now in his name,' and with 
; Ichargeithee, Do this , epmegge 
ak ich he: hath prepared | 'F 
x Here now 154 <p car — £] F 
KG akcitnits nee, confider'well, whether Chriſt be like 
pope elect thee * among his- faithful Servaits ar laſky 1 
| think' of — _ "2 


ſent tet'me tnake_ 
and deceiye | 
thy ſelf, as : 
thee for 


ſeemin reybrence , Rs [ies ideration be- © 
od Fl after” to, what DE Canſtrhou beſo” 
25 to, 1magine , WS : 
Chat when thou haſt done 9, Ba Or canlf 1 7 
- thy Soul ever the better for it? Wherefo * | 
what it was | firſtexhorted thee to, ar amin 
- and prepare thy ſelfe , and ſo Hy be Eo and 
3 %inkof this Cup; wy reps 0 Fas Falink” | 
3 all fin, and todevotethy NR. ETD 
*. the Ld wr teſto nt, etc 
a bond toobligethee firmer to him. - 'Thy ag na, I6- 
vently told; IG; and rhatrliou mayſt be ſire 'to | Un 
m y theaning , we iro pager t, take it one” 
Wars} Ea compariſon”; Its ter was bout - 
to bargait with one to be his ervant, offering tor hk; 
| wages, and a Shilling in earneſt; and anothert | 
| by, having a mind to drive on the bargain, ſhould, per 
- fwade the t not- to ſtand off, but to take his caf-. Fi, 
| neſt; do ;you. not know what he meant by this?” Do. 
you think he wiſhr the man _anely totake the Shilling, 
| ago yo bis ly a without any more ado ? ſurely no 


| him to become his Servant”, to R's 
| wor he ſhoul&'appoi bt 


; thim, and to ſhew bis conſent” 
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>knownto thee , thatnone 
ut true; Chriſtians, ſuch as believe . | 

y the Lord Jeſus ; and this is that to , 


Rath oi a for the venting his Su 
a va band that ho 


[ett hee fe that alt 

careleſs ones imagine, hey 

t leh phenrncs = yt command. | 

Ne ities) ty Aker fee 3.11 Nat 15 ne- ,. 

En hereto ich eby .cnjoyhed , and the . ; 

nanner of per Abner et alſo. Than when wr arm: 
bo pray 16G by that very we | 


the knowledge of God; andto be- | { 

| J pl car and-help us, andallo tobe reve-._ th 

Al erious1 in our prayers, : for withouttheſe __ h: 

lke; + ations ve oy 4, 5 or T=_ h; 

we. cannot properly . be fa bo Pt us W 

but, (Be hos us to cat Bread, 5 drink Winein Cl 

embrance of him, he hereby comr us to ſho, fet 

ur hearts into ſuch a frame, that we a fit and .* 1 du 

able to remember him with thoſe affections, 2 F q ; .Uu 

cet rye it beſcerns ranſomed men to Cremer | *% 
Redeemer. And therefore we muſt. know ;him ; be FE 


be ſenſible of our own ſlavery, and be wil Ng 
*med by him, and be thankful for bigjoe, 
the qualifications which Thave befers the 
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necelfary to,.andigcluded in gur remembrance of him. 
If you make a Ecalt on purpoſe to entertain a Friend, 
you'thereby ſuppoſe not onely thar be ſhould'come to, 
your Table hut-rhar he ſhould come with aſtomgch 
'] tocatof your provifions. And when Chriſt Inzites men 
to his Table, where he hath provided fpirityal food un- 
der.the.. outward. clements ,. do you not think he.ze- 
quires all that. come y' that they ſhould have an appetite . 
'1 to, -anddefire after what he hath provided for them ? 
4 Thus: then have Ilaid open to you the flat command 
of Chriſt , whereby you arerequired to put your felyes 
m a right poſture, and come to this Fealt which he hath 
ordained in his Church, as a memorial of the Redem- 
ption he wrought forit. Whether you will obey ut or 
not-I cannot tell , I leave that ro your choice ; if you 
have any reaſon that ſeems ſtronger than the, will. of 
Chtiſt, doas you ſhall think fit ; onely remember the 

- command ]have been urging upon you,was given'you 
by that Jeſus' who will be your Judge, and whole ſen 
4 tencewall paſs oy to that word, whereof this 
. command 13 a-part., and if you think you have gotany 

ſuch excuſe,;/ as will bring you off: clear at that day ,' - 
though you be fotind guilcy of conremning his Law, 1 
haye no more to ſay,but at your own peril be it; Here 1 
have given, You fairhful warning... | 
Here I may farther add ,, - that you have net onely 


9 Chriſt's. command, but the example of bis Apoſtles , Ds- 
TJ ſeiples,end the Primitive Chriſftians to engage you to this 
*F duty, whercin'they were all conſcieactous and tre- 
77 quent, A&#s 2,42-. They that wereconverted by the 
#4 preaching ofthe Apoſtles continucd ſtedfaſtly in their de- 
4. | Grine and fellowſhip, in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
29.7 And this you may- find” was x & pratice of the Church 
7} of Corinth-(and'by conſequence of all other Churches 
2a thee planted) in' that the Apaſtle reftifies rhe: abuſes, 
RE | N they 
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they were guilty of therein; as you may findat large, 
1 Cor. 1 Sv bs the end.” and uemtve to baba as 
we have theſe for an example , and to'be followers of 
them as they are of Chriſt * Moreover, they that-are 
$ki11*d in Church-Hiſtory tell us, that it is moſt certain, 
it was the cuſtom of the primitive Chriſtians, uſually 
to Celebrate this Sacrament every Lords day at. leaſt. 
_ And bythe way take notice, though we haye no parti- 
cular precept 1n Scripture how frequently we ought to 
do it, yet from thence we are taught, that it ought/to 
be” done more than once ; and the practice of thoſe whey 
beſt knew the mind of Chrift may inform us, that it 
ought to be done often ; though the particular timesare 
left to the prudence of Church-governours. 

2. In the next place | would wiſh you well ro con- 
fider , whether you have not good reaſon to conclude , 
that you ſhall receive much advantage from the perfor- . 
mance of that duty,which is recommended to you by the ex= © 
preſs command of Chriſt, andthe example of his firſt follows 
ers. Was there'nothing elſe to be ſhewed but a com- 
mand from him, whom you acknowledge yaur So-: 
veraign, one would think it enough to ſilence all objeCti« 
ons,.and bring you to' obedience. - But do you not 


moreover believe, that Chriſt defignedthe good of. his = 


Servants by the inſtitution' of rhis | Sactathent 1n: his * 
_ Church? Are any of his Commands grievous or unpro- "7 
fitable ? Is not the whole defign of Cliiſtian Religion”? 
evidently for our Intereſt, if we believe we have um © 
mortal Sous? And can you imagine this one duty 10” 
be an exception from all the reſt ? as having notngy 
111t which may make it worthy our performance. Hathy © 
not he backr his Commands with promiſes , that we 'F- 
Might have all kind of encouragement to his Service/Z * 
Hath not he told us,that to thoſe who keep bis Comande | 
vents he will manifeſt himſelf ? Do you think then, that: 


when | - 
. BR... 
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World is ended, hath enough fure in 
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when Chrilt firſt ſer up this Sacrament, he hereby. in- 
tended any advantage to thoſe who ſhould celebrate it? 
If not he appointed them a meer piece of drudgery, in 
forme reſpect worle than the Jewiſh Ceremomes: ( tor 
they had their uſe to the Spumual Y and even as bad as 
thole burthenſome Ca e110 _ make 
up ſo great a of the Popiſh Religion 5 burit you 
foe 7 mba, role pea Wag w, thee th 
ſame advantages do not {hill continue to this Ordi- 
nance, which were firſt intended ro be communicated 
by it to the worthy Receiver ? Again, didthe Apaſtles 
and their companions get any good by it, think you ? If 
not, it's ſtrange they ſhould be {o exact and frequent in 
it ; if rhey did, fain wonld I know why the ſame good 
8 not ſtill'to be got by ſerious diligem Chriſtians; Cer- 
tainly God's treaſures of Grace are-not ſpetir, ' his foun- 
tain 18' not drawn dry , nor never will be He that. 
will be the everlaſting portion of his People, when this 
himfelf forche ſup. 

ply of all their -neceſfities, whilſt they arc travelling 
through the World. When millrans of Saints have re- 
clivee, that Grace whieh leads them to Glory , there is 


, Not a jot theleſs for thoſe that come after. Andas his 


Graces are notexhauſted, fo neither is the way of giving 
them forth changed ; in the ſame manner that his Spirit 
4#ccompanied the Word and Sacraments , at any time 
ſince the Goſpel was publiſk*d, im the ſane rmatiner it 

accompanes thern ſti]l, for ought that any mantiving* 
can ſhew to the contrary. Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, 

to day, and for ever. He who will be with his Mini- 
{ters till the end of the World, will be with his Ordmari- 

ces:tll rhen , and with his people in the conſcienciotts©_ 
uſe of them: Why ſhouldrthe firſt Chriſtians be ried/ts_ 


4 - that which, wei after-ages may negle&t ? Is not our 
3 calcthe ſame with theirs ?. Are not our neceſitiesas 


N' 2 great 
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great ?, And may not our profitings alſo, if che fault be 
not our own ? To proſecute this a little farther, as 1 
promiſed, Is notthe death. of Chriſt as great a mercy 
to us in theſe latter days of his Church, as it was to them 
in the firſt ? Have not we the ſame pardon offered to | 
us, the ſame promiſes given, the ſame Heaven prepared, 
and the ſame ſanctifying Spirt to bring us thereto ; 
Have-we not then the ſame-cauſe to be frequently mind- 
ful of, and thankful for theſe mercies , and the Death 
that purchas'd them. in all ways preſcribed to that 
purpeſe ?. Are not we ſtill of the ſame nature that men 
were then ? Such whoſe afteftions are molt raiſed and 
quickened by ſenſible things, by the help whereof we 
can with. greater clearneſs and power conceive of 
things ſpiritual , and can more affeCtionately remember 
whar's paſt, when weſceit repreſented and ated afreſh 
beforgour eyes.. Isit not therefore our wiſdom and du- 
ty.to-accept of ſuch alliſtances as our Lord himſelf , in 
- bis care-at us, hath afforded ? Whereof the Sacrament 
.of -his:Supper isa-principal one , every way fitted for 
that end: .; Were they more dull than we , that they 
ſhouldineed ſuch quickning means which we judge our 
. ſelves paſt the uſe. of ?. Had not we as much need as 
they:to be frequently. renewing our more ſolemn re- 
pentanice for {in, and covenantings with God,rhar ſo the 
conlideration of thaſe renewed engagements we lye un-' 
dery. may; the mort.overpower us to faithfulneſs and 
perſeverance in his ſervice? Are not our wants of Grace 
as greatas theurs.: And therefore ought we not.to wait 
inaltchoſe ways whereby. theſe wants may 'beſupphed ? 
which are the ſame now as formerly. Is:it not asrich a- 
mercy. now asever, to haveall the bleſſings and privi-- 
I2dges of the Covenanr:.of-Grace , . whether temporal , 
ſpiritual, or eternal ,; not onely repreſented, i bur made 
aver and aflured tous , in ſuck a familiar manner ? Is 
| nor 
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not the excerciſe and ſtrengthening of mutual brotherly 
love, by the maintainingof the moſt endearing Chriſtian 
communion, ſ{t:]l a moſt pleaſant and'profitable duty ? 
now elf pecially,when all men havelearnt tocry ont, how 


_cold Charity is grown ?. Thus you ſee there; are very 


many, and thoſe nOſimall advantages that accrue to ſuch 
as carefully manage this weighty Jar uty , andall of them 
continue fil the ſame that they were1n the time of the 
Apoſtles. And let there be any.other-ground of their 

ractice aſſigned, or any other benefit which they here- 
by enjoyed, and I queſtion/not tq/prove, that we have 
the ſame, or the like grounds; .and are capable of the 


_ ſame benefits with them. Thus have Iſhewn.you, . that 


to, come in a due manner to the' Lord's Table is both 
yourduty and your intereſt ; there isa command given 
by your Lord, -obliging you to what is good-for Four 
ſelves, ( and indeed ſo do-all other his commands if _ 
well weighed.) And what more can be- ſaid to work 
upon men that haye any conſence, or any ſelf-love., 
to give obedience? Wherefore if you be Chriſtians , 
yea,it you bemen; if you have any ſenſe of God'sautho- 
rity', or of your own neceſſities, , make all poſſible haſt 
out of that dangerous woful eſtate. which makes/you 
unht for, 'and unwilling to this ſo profitablea duty,; and 
your Souls being made ready, let them bring yaur bo- 
dies hither. Having been larger in theſe, - 1:08 be, 
brief in thoſe that follow... . . ; 

3- It 15 much to be feared, that whilſh ou ſlight 
the” Sacrament , you ſlight thoſe klefſings which jp you ereby are 
repreſented, a aflured to Belivers. . You. yourſelves. 
WR d 1d judge ſo by others in. caſes like this. It the King 

id proclaim, that he will give Eftates-in ſame of Ma 
ke to allrhar will, come tothe Court, and take” 
Patents from him, and ſubſcribe. their. Names to a 
Bond, which only ties them ra acknowledgethey had. 


2 their. 
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their Fftates from his bounty , and tolive there acor- 
dilly fo his Laws: 15 it not a ſign, that they who will 
not do thus much, do very little care for the Eſtates that 
are offered them ? *and'do not they manileft as little re- 
-gard of Heaven itſelf, *and all the promiſes of the Go- 
ſpel, who are loath to be at ſo much pains , as to go to 
the Sacrament, there to have all theſe confirmed to 
them? being unwilling to bind themſelves hereby ro 
'thankfulneſs and' obedience to tharGod', who makes 
them ſach large and' bounteous offers; He that refuſeth 
a cheap and eafje Medicine , which being duly taken 
'may recover him from hisfickneſs, may well be faidto 
undgervalue his health. "Thus ir is too apparent, that 
thou hrtle regardeſt'the health of thy Soul, whilſt thou 
flighteſt thoſe means,” which, through the blefling of 
the greatPhyſician upon the careful uſe of them, mighr 
tend fo much to thy healing and ftrenghening. If a 
Shilling be offered me in earneſt of a thouſand Pound to 
be prven upon ſdme certain conditions, if Trefuſe to rake 
« ,1t18 not ſo much the Earneſt as the greater Sum that 
I thereby rejet. Thus Heaven is affored to thee up* 
on conditior of rhy fanh and obedrence,, and if thou 
hkeſtit'upon theſe terms, the Sacrament ſhall be given 
thee:tn Earneſt, butif thou wilt not take the Earneſt rhou 
1cemeto-pur away from thee everlaſting life. I a 
condemned'man rearimn —_ the King's Pardon which _ * 
1s brought rg lum, Ins fault-i1snot fo mych the tearing 

of a pieeeof Paper,as his contemptofthe Pardon. Thus 
ſhall it be laid ro thy charge, nor meerly the deſpifing 4 
bit of Bread and a ſup '6f bln bur thy ſiting all thoſe 
rich and invaluable bleffirigs which hereby were offe- 
refand afſuredto Believers. If indeed thot) prizelt theſe, 
ſhew it by thy fettinig a'due eſteem upon. that which - 
bath ſo near arelawi6nto them ; bor if thou'Value them! 
not, think'notmuch'if hon go without them for os 8 
6 4 "A EY & + ris. % ;:-; + Wer 
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for whom canſt thou blame , ifthou mi of theſethings 
which thou carc{tnot for ? « 
. 4 1s not this neple&t a ſad ſign, that thou perform 
120 duty as thou oughteſt ; (nor to thoſe ends thou ſhouldeſt ? 
for if thondid*ſtrightlyimproveany,why ſhould*ſt thou 
not/be gladof all ?, Art thou not-ready to try all.courſes, 
- and uſe all means for.the commuanceand increaſe of thy 
outward welfare? and yetthouthinkeſt every thing too 
much that?s enjoyned thee for thy Spiritual advantage , 
and therefore comeſt nor to-this Ordinance , as think- 
ing thou mayſt. do well enough withoutit. "They that - 
areinhealth uſe notto ſay, if they have one ſort of foad, 
- whar' ſhall they do with another? or it they eat one 
Meal im a'day,why.-need they eat another ? and yet this 
15 thy language im reference to thy Soul. So long as 
thow haſt been baptized, and comeſt to Church , and 
ſay thy Prayers (and it's wellit thou do thus much) 
why may not this ſerve thy turn without coming to the 
Sacrament ? - Why tell me, pray thee, what's thy de- 
Ggn 1n theſe duties? -Is 1t to get good to thy. Soul ? 
at thou mayſt grow in Grace, and get htrer for Glo- 
ry? Itit be; why then is not every duty acceptable to 
thee, which would belpon this deſign ? but is it not ra- . 
ther to be'fear'd, that theſeare/done our of cuſtom with- 
- out expecting, and therefore without finding any great 
advantage fromthem? and becauſe thenegle&tot rhar 
dury1am urging thee to, 1s too common, and fo no 
(\preat matter of diſgrace, therefore thou makeſt fo lighr 
tir. And withall, perhaps there 1s ſomewhac. more 
pains Tequifte to prepare thee>for it, and therefore our 
. of. meer. {loth--and lazineſs thou holdeſt oft. Oh thar 
thou waſt but ſer mas good earneſt, ro enrich-thy-Soul 
with Grace, as the moſt of men, and its like thou thy 
ſelf art, to: grow rich in the World ! How -many. ways 
will they wind-and turn to get a little Gain ? If one 
Þ N 4 courſe 
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_ £ourſe will not ſerve they'll rake another , and if rhat 
fail, they'll try a third ; what they miſsin one bargain, 
they”ll ſeek to make amends for in the next. Thus would 
it be with'thee , waſt thou a diligent Chriſhan : thoQ 
would'ſt' tutn every ſtone, ſeek every corner for the 
Pearl'of price. Didft thou once 'þy experience know 
the worth anda excellency of true Grace , and the fatis- 
tying ſweetneſs of converſing with God, thou would'ſt 
be very diligent in the uſe of all thoſe means whereby 
theſe advamtapes'are 'to be attained : what thou had'ſt 
got at'9ne duty, would prompt thee to anothet,in hopes 
to find the like ;' or if thou haſt miſt of thy hopes in 
one, 1t will put thee upon another, there to get ſatisfa- 
ttion. If thou found'ſt thy ſelf at a diſtance from God , 
or under fears of his diſpleaſure, thou would#ſt never 
be at reſt with tby ſelf till thou hadſt found him, whom 
thy Soul loved, and had*ſt got arenewed ſenſeof his love 
to thy Soul : in all thoſe ways wherein he givesa comfor- 
table meeting to his people, wouldſt thou give conſtant 
attendance, ever earneſtly waiting fer the gracious 
and* comfortable manifeſtations of himſelf in thy- 

\ + Soul. Bur fihce thou canſt fo contentedly miſs one Pr1i- 
viledge, and'that of ſo great importance, ts a ſhrewd 
{ignthat thou improveſt not any asthou oughteſt; and 
what a wretched-ſtarven caſe then mult thy Soul needs 
bees. 25 : 

5: Conſider What ahame it is that thou. ſhouldeſt he 
rhe regardleſs for the proviſion made for thy, Soul , whilſt 
thon art ſo greedy and forward after auy thing that makes 

for the gratifying of thy fleſh." Generally in the World * | 
men'retuſe no pains to ſupply their-bodily. neceſhities , 
and yer'when here is food provided: to their hands; they /. 
havenio'mind tot, becauſe this is onely ſuted to their _ ' 
Souls! How eagerly.canthey hunt after that which they 
are never hke to obtain, or which, if they do, wall _ ff 
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atishe and fill them, whilſt they put away from. them 
the ſavory meat which God hath brought to them-- 
which would be ſavoury if their, taſte was not ſpoiled. 
Whilſt Mamns is loathed that falls before the rent- door, 
how do they long after the' Garlick and Omons, , and 
Fleſh.pors of Egypt ! May I notjuſtly ſay that the Table 
of Dewils is more frequented than the Table of the Lard ? 
Though men rt adayes do not offergy Sacrifices to 
Devils, as thoſe Idolaters did, of whom the Apoltl 

ſpeaks,- yet do they nor ſacrifice to their own lults? 
And is not this as acceptable ſervice to the Devil, and 
as provoking to God ? And do they not maintain a 


5 fellowſhip with Devils, whilſt their nature is ſo con- 
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formable, and their liyes ſo ſubje& to them? Such are 
all ſwiniſh Epicyres , who ſerve their own belly rather. 
than the Lord Fel z7s, Oh what multitudes have we 
got of ſuch yoluptuous ones, who bad rather bring {ick- 
neſs upon. their Bodies, and damnation upon' their Souls, 
by pleaſing their greedy unſatiable Throat , than come 
to. refreſhand ſtrenprhen themſelves with ſuch food, 3s 
through the Spirit of life accompanying it, will preſerve 
both Soul and Body to everlaſting lite. 1/5/dom mn yain 
ſends forth her Embaſſadors, to ſtand in the higheſt 
places/of the City”, to call paſſengers to. the banquer 
the has made, whulſt the deſtroyer of Souls 1s heark- 
ned to, calling them oft from the right way , telling 
them , that ftolm waters are ſweet, and bread eatenin ſe- 
cret is pleaſant : and. with theſe unlawful pleaſures do 
foaliſh finners glut themſelves, not remembring, that he 
doth-but feed them for the {laughter , and that bzs gueſts 
are in the depths of bell, Pro. g. Qb.how will thisagra+ 


ate the condemnation of. theprophane in our days, thar 
whilſt they could.aqt/be: kept; gut. of the Alehouſe and 
Tavern, bur lay there day and night , drinking awa 


theatt wat, their.nione);, and ofcentimes their life ut ff, 


' yet 
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yet no entreatres could bring them duly ro 


themſelves, and come to eat and drink at the Lord's own® | 
Table. Hadft thou but ſuch a favour offered thee as Ha- 


9741, to be entertained at a banquet with the King and 
Queen, how forwardly wouldeſt thou'/accept it , /and 
with what pride. wouldeſt thou boaſt of it, as he did ? 
Burt yer when the King of Glory invites thee to be his 
Gueſt, thou tMkkceſt nor his invitations worth hearkning 
to, fo mean are thy thoughts of his company and fare. 
| Yea; doſt thou not ſee how i1mportunate Beggars are 
for m Alms? They come to thy door, & ſtand beggmng 
for Bread, and will hardly be driven away empty */and 
"yer when thou art thus begged to! accept Bread that 


comes from Heaven, thou wilt not receiveit. Here men 


| muſt'be compelP4, that is, importunately woo?d rocome- 
in, and yet they will not be prevailed with : or if they do 
comeztt is ofrentimes1n ſuch a careleſs manner,thar gives 
as mach difpleafure to him who ſent for rhem,and brings 
as much miichief upon themſeves as if they had ſtaid a- 


\..< But of rhis1 ſpake inthe beginning, wherefore'l | 


nnely add, that-it is to me a matter of aſtoniſhment, 
that thoſe who know their bodies will ſhortly bein the 
' Grave, and who fay they verily believe their Souls muſt 
live for ever, that thoſe very men ſhould with ſo much 
care and unweariedneſs feed and maintain their bodies, 


whilſt willingly andout of meer ſloth”, they ſuffer their | 


immortal Souls to ſtarye and periſh eternally. | 


6. Confider, thisss a juntture of time wherein eſpeci- | © 
ally thou art engaged to do all that mthee lies, toward the _ 
ſpeedy ſecurins of thy everlaſting happineſs - and therefore. 
Mm the moſt ſyulemn manner, to conſecrate thy ſelf to. 


- God at the Sacrament , there renounicing all thy: ways 


of wickedneſs whereby thou haſt'provoked him, that fb 
thy peace may be made with him” For-confiderhow he 

hath lately appeared injudgment'againſt-us, and _ 
Fare GE ds ET thay 
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- were the thoughts of thy hea 
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hat ke hath a ſore controverſie with us: and 
Tha not we, the ſurviving inhabitants of Tm 
the Land, learn righteouſneſs hereby ? Shall Pf 
not we be ſo wiſe,as to meet him in the way, Grear * 
before his anger be kindled againſt us in par- Plague im 
ticular ? Ir is to bt feared, the negle& of this 16%5, the 
very duty , -and the groſs miſcariages inthe * 
manner of performing it , have dene much 7. 
toward the balinivh of thoſe judgments we 1666. . 
have lain under. And fhall not this reach 
thee what to do for the future? Wilt thou go on t6 
provke the Lord*to jealoufic ? fo that his an 
ſhould nat be turned away , but his hand ſtretched 
out ſtill. And if thou art one , whothaſt lately been 
preſerved from the very Graves mouth , © whereinto 
thou waſt ready to fall , being in contmual expeRtation 
of Death through the Yi/itation, or any other diftem. 
per, I would wiſh thee to look back, and conſider what 
that time; thou, 1 
mean ; who haſt liveda looſe and careleſs life ? Did 
not thy Conſcience fly in'thy face for all thy wicked- 
neſs? And didft thou not reſolve, that if God ſhould 
ſpare thee, thou would'ſt become a new man, and lead 
another kind of life than than thou haſt done ? Did it not 
terrifie thee to remember how thou” hadſt neglected 
praYing, hearing, and receiving Sacraments? And didft 
thou not' make promiſes within thy ſelf , that, if God 


IJ. would try thee -OnCe again, it ſhould be no more thus? 


Burt that thou' woul@ft be as diligent and conſtant 
therein for the time to come, as thou hadſt been ſlack 
and negligent before. Well, now God' hath tried thee 
according. tb thy defire : thou who mightft have been 
fent to the place where Repentatce will'do no good; 
art yet kept'upon Earth, 'ro ſee what will bethe truit of 
Eons , Where yet thou art within the reach of * 

IR TT mercy, 
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merey ifthou throw not thy ſelf out of it. What then - + 
ſhall become of all thy good purpoſes and promiſes} 


Are they gone as.ſoon asthy ſickneſs and payn are gone? 
Are they all forgotten already? Yet be thou ſure God 
will remember them: . and fain would I perſwade thee 
to remember them too; and now 1n particular, having 


prepared thy Soul to addreſs thy ſelf tothe Lord's Ta- 


ble, | and there repew all thoſe vows and reſolutions | 


whichthou madeſt in the time of ſickne% and danger ; 
andhumbly implore mercy and pardon for thy. former 


careleſsne(s, and all thy tranſgreiſions , and help from 


G2od to walk more cloſely with him for the future, Let 
menow in ſeaſon be thy Remembrancer from the Lord, 
and bring to-mind what Engagements thou haſt made 
to him, ang fee rhou befacthfal to them: But if they 


be ſlighted, and. all that I have faid to thee be {lighted , 


becauſe now thouart luſty and well, and ſeeſt no.death 


near thee, and haſt ſomething elſe ro do, than to trouble 


thy {elf with bang ſaggligious, as dying raen uſeto be , 


Yet let ut fink into thy Moughts, that there is juſt ſuch + 


another time coming upon thee; very ſhortly thou wilt 


befick again,and caſt. ypon thy death-bed,and dolt thou . 
nat think the yery ſame rhoughts will then comeinto; * 
thy mind again ? When thou ſhalt conſider thy ſelf juſt”. 


lanching forth into eternity, and ſhalt look back upon 
all thy ungodly deeds,and thyundervaluing the meangof 
Grace, by an improvement of which thou mighteſt have, 


been.madeready for ſuch an hour as this, wilt thou not 
then begin again to fall ro. wiſhing that it had been 0+; 
therwiſe , andto purp»ling thou wilt be better hereaf3” 


rer, if once again thou mayit be recovered. Burt when. 


bi 


ſ#me condition , ſeem as penitent asthis comes to., but” Þ 
yer all came to nothing, and tþat therefore thou haſt. 
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thy Conſcience with a redoubled fury, ſhall riſe up and” 
; thee remember ». how thou didft, ang” ago, the, 
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jb reaſon to expect a firther tryal; and ſhall moreo- 
ver tell thee , thatit 1s moſt likely all this is our of meer 
{laviſh fear, and not out of any true love to God and Ho- 
lineſs ; bow wilt.chou be able to hold up under ſuch 2 
dreadful charge as this from thy own awakened Confci- 
ence ? It is my great defireto prevent thy being then over- 
whelmed with ſuch thoughts as theſe; and if rhow art bur 
as willing, they may be effeCtually prevented, even by 
ſpeedily ſetting upon ſuch a courſe,as will be the reJjoy- 
cing of thy Soul at that day, when nothing elſe will re= 
joyce thee, bur the teſtimony of God"s Spirit wing with 
thy Conſcience,that by the grace of God thou haſt hadthy con- 
ver ſation im ſimplicity & Godly ſincerity, For without this 
it would be but a poor retuge for thee,to call for a Sacra- 
ment on thy death-bead, who didt-{l;ght it 1n thy health; 

+, Conſider, Wherber' by this contempt of the Ordiman- 
ces of Chriſt; hou mayſt not provoke him juſtly to withdraw 
theta from us, and to beſtow them upon a people that will 
more prize, and frequent , and better improve them | 
than we have done.” If Children be ſb indifferent to 
their food , that they play withit, or throw itaway,it's 
fit it ſhould be taken from them. When people are wan- 
ron and curious, that they know not how to be piealeds 
but upon the leaſt diſlike rejeCt their Spiritual food, 
t's 2 bon they want the beſt of ſawces, a good ſtomach, 
whichir*s juſt they ſhould be brought to.by being kept. 
ſhort. Or ifthey be fo lazy, that they think it moxe a> _ 
do than needs”, to be diligent in thoſe exerciſes, of 
Religion, which qur Lord hath appointed, and takethe 

eateſt priviledges for burdens , is it notjuſt they 

ould be eaſed of them ; for who'will continue Kind- 
nefſes to thoſe, who take them for injuries ? Yea, ar 


| they expect any other, than ere fon gto be removed in- 


to 2 world » where they ſhall never more be troubled 
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to ſay what a ſtir's here with Sermons, Prayers, and 
Sacraments ? and think all your time loft thats ſpent in + 
them, and are vext to think, that you muſt have ſo ma-« 
ny interruptions from your {ins or worldly buſmeſs? 
be content a while, and you ſhall have no cauſe long to 
complain of theſe things you now judge fo grievous, 
There's none of this ado in the Hell your ungodlineſs | 
leads to; but whether there be not adder thingsthere , / 
your Experience erelong is like to give youfull convi« | 
Qion , it nothing ſooner . will convince you. Do# but 
judge reaſonably,mult it not needs bean high diſpleaſure | 
to God, to ſee his Creatures. contemn the moſt pre- : 
cious mercies , as if they were nothing worth ? How | 
would you take it., if, when out of courteſie you had | 
invited a poor man to your Table, and had made ready 
the beſt that could be had for him, he ſhould find fault */ 
with your mear , and ask you why you troubled him to 
come from home to ſuch a poor Dinngr as this? Would: | 
you' think he deſerved to have the worſt bit there? If 


" your Landlord, or any rich neighbour ſhould bid you 


to a Feaſt, wauld you lend. word by his Servant, thathe ] 
had nothing wash coming for, but that you could pto- 
vide for your ſelf better at 45k ? Orif you ſhould ſend; 
fach word, do you-think you ſhould be invited twice 7 
And yerthus fawcy and unthankful have you been to-: 
ward the great God, whilſt you have kept away from his 
Table; notwithſtanding which,he hath again,and again 
ſent forth his Servants to invite you thither, in that way" 
and to thoſe ends which he hath revealed: Bur, oh Sirs; 
do no more ſd fooliſhly, ſo impudently, 1 beſeech you, -{- 
left at length you ſhould move God to withdraw Ws 
you the mercies you. trample on ;. and you, whenitis” 
too late , ſhould be put to ſeek with tears thoſe. blefs | 


” 
: 


- ings which once you cared not for , atd therefore mulf! 1 


_ never have; 
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8. 1s it not awverygreat ſignythat you forget Chriff bing- 
fef, whulſt you can thus quietly paſs trom your to year 
without remembring him at the Sacrament? Couldyou 
poſibly do thus if you bore him upon your minds, and 
were ſenſibly affected with the frequent thoughts of all 
his love towards. you ? would you not then take all 
rtunities to expreſs this your thankful ſenſe of his 
kindneſs? The Children of 1rael', we read, wereen- 
joyned to keep the Feaſt of the Paſſeover , as a memo- 
rial of their deliverance out of Agypt ; and, if when 
they were come into Canaan, they ſhould after a few 
years have left it off, might not God juſtly have tax'd 
them with. forgetting their deliverance it ſelf ? and. is 
not the caſe much what the ſame bere ? So we find, 
Exod. 12. 26,27. that when their children ſhould ice 
them keeping this Feaſt, and ask what the meaning was, 
they were to anſwer, It « the ſacrifice of the Lord's Paſs- 
over, -who paſſed over the houſes Fl the children of Iſrael im 
Agypt , in that night when he (mote the Aigyptians, and 
Fel our houſes, It now theſe Children, when they 
were of capacity.', ſhould refuſe to keep this Feaſt , as 


| "they were commanded , 1$it not ahgn that either they 


beheved. not whar, their Parents told them, or elſe 


thought there was: nothing. in it worth the remem- 


brance. ? Thus if any of you ſhoyld demand what's the 
meaning of ouraſlembling together at certain times, to 
cat and drink Bread and Wine ig.ſo ſerious a manner , 
it may. be anſwered you., This #5 the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, which he appointed inthenight wherem he. 
was betrayed, for a memorial of that death, whereby be ge 


' ſtroyed the kingdom of Satan, and delivered bs people, If _ 


you now take this to be true, and think it deſerves any 
ſolemn Remembrance, come as you have been direct- 


* £d, and joyn with the reſt in this work ; if yourefule & 


this, you can/never ſure have the face to ſay, that Foo 
| | I 
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don your hearts remember Chriſt. If one that had 


beltowed ſome great matters upon the Town he lived 
in, ſhould order at his death , rbat the Intiabirants of 
that Town ſhould, upon a certain day in the-year,, meer 
together at a Feaſt, to keep up the memory of his boin- 
ty; if they negleCted this, might it nvt well be ſaid they 
orgot their Benefaftor ; And dots'not your negle& 
of this Sacramental Feaft, as plainly ſhew a forgerful- 
nelsof your great Benetattor who ordained it * Oh 
wonderful ! f 49 ever men who hath heard,” who Teſus 
Chriſt 1s, . and what he hath done, ſhould be thus unz 
mindful of him. Ah Sirs, 1ead the Hiſtory of his life , 
think ſoundly of his Death, and confiderthen , whether 


hethus deſerves to be forgotten by you. Had he had no/ - 


more thought of us, where had we now been, and what 
had become of us forever ? Hath he done ſo much for” 


little of you, is he denied ? "If buta dying Friend? 

d take his Ring off his finger y and put it on yours, 

and bid you look 'on that Ring,” and 'Temember him,” 
ſhould you not eafily do it. But much more, ' if this 


Friend had upon any account given uphimſelf to die” 


tor your preſervation, .and ſhould'onely engage you by 
remembring him, ro beware of that fault whereby your 


life was endangered, and his was loſt', would not the. 


memory of fiich xtriend'be ever freſh; and precious with 


yalu,if you had any himmanity, any ſenſe of friendfhip- 


and kindneſs? And would not your 'Bowels be'even 


* turned within you, whenever you beheld this Ring ?. | 

But alafs! how far comes this ſhott'of the kindneſs: 

which Chriſt hath ſhewn to 94 hnners, 1n manycir- |. 
e 


cumſtances, as 5+ 0 eaſily be ſhewn? And-yet how 1s 


all diffegarded with the moſt ? How few obey this; that © 


was one of: his laſt injunCtions to his followers , before 


he offered u p himſelt on their behalf}; that they Rene: 
if fee: 
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Gi even without your ſeeking , and when he requires* _ 
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feed on his Body and Blood here repreſented, and re* 
member 4nd love him, who was. bruifed and poured 
forth as an 'Attonement for them, and ſer themſelyes z- 
gainſt, the-fins that occaſioned 'all this. Can men te 
guilty of worſe Ingratitude ? | 
- 19. 'If then Chriſt be ſo fat from your houpthy that 

im, B = 
think you-b: fore-hand how you will be able to look him intl e 


face, when you will be cited to appear befare him whether 
you will or not. Beaffured, whoeverthou art,to whom the 


memory of Chriſt is no waysdelightful, to thee his pre- 
ſence will be moſt terrible. Ifthou haſt been well plea- 
ſed to have him as'abſent from thy heart, as his bcdily 
preſence is from the World, thou wilt never know tow 
toabide rhe terrour of his appearance, and yet abide it 
thou muſt:'/ Tt'will then be with thee juſt as it was with _ 
that wicked Servant whom we read of , Luk. 12. 45, 
46. who inſtead of looking ro his Maſters Family in 
his abſence; -to give them their portion of Meat in due 
ſeaſon, as he'was commanded, ver, 4.2. thinks within 
himſelf, xþat his Lord delays his coming, and therefore 
begins to eatand drink, and he drunken, and what fol- 
lows? Why the Lord of that Sctwant will come in aday . 
that be looketh nit for him, -and'in an hour that he is not a- 
ware, and will cut him in ſunder,and appoint bim-b1s porti- 
on with hypocrites and unbelievers. Even thus mayſtthou 
juſtly expe&t it will be with thee, who negledteſt to take 
that portion ofmeatfor thy Soul which Chriſt harh pro- 
vided for thee; and hadft rather pamper thy fleſh, and 
indulge it in gluttony and drankennels, That very Je- 
fas, 'whom thou takeſt no pleaſure to remember , and 
coulPſt be'very well content never to come nearer 
him, never to behold him; orto have any thing more to 
do with him ,\ even he ſhall ar Jength ſurprize thee b 

the ſuddennefs of his dreadful appearance. La: g 
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thou would'ſt not Remember him, - yet then thoa muſt, 
thou ſhalt ſee him. Though thou could*ſt caſt him out of 
thy thoughts, yet thou ſhalt not be able to avoid his pre- 
fence, till he himſelf ſhall have utterly baniſh'd thee from 
him. Though thou be unmindful of him ,. yet flatter, . 
riot thy ſelf with a conceit that hell torget this thy un- 
worthy behaviour: no, but he'll remember 1t, to recon» 
pence it on thy own head in that day of his vengeahice. 
As his people may firmly build upon it, that he*ll neyer 
forget their labour of love,ſo may his enemies be ſure, that 
he will not forget their lazineſs , and want of love. 
Will it nor be fad for thee ar that day , t0.call upon the 
roths and mountains to bide thee from bis face, and all 
in vain? And yet 1s it not juſt it ſhould, be thus with 
thee, whg art now call'd into Chriſts gracious preſence, 
intothe neareſt commumion with him, and thou runneſt 
 away,and willfully hideft thy ſelf, and will not be per- 
fwaded to come in. Alaſs! Man then: expe& other 
uſage from Chriſt than here thou foundeſt inthe day of 
bys patience, whilſt he waited to be gracious. - He will 
not come then to offer pardons to the guilty, . and to be- 
ſeech their acceptance of rhem, and of the _ © dana 
to ſeal them: no, but. he will then only abſolve all 
thoſe who have already got their pardon, and condemn 
thoſe who have not: wherefore if thou think*ſtar of any 
conſequence to look Chriſt in the face with, comfort at 
the laſt day, now get an acquaiarance with him, pur on 
thy wedding Garment of Repentance, Faith, and Loye, 
and come hither to be bis Gueſt: with an humble bold» 
neſs.come and feaſt with him, yea feed upon him, and 
let him be made familiar to thy Soul,, that his coming 
may hill thee with joy, and not with horrour, 03 
10. Laſtly, if after all admonitions and, invitations 
thou liveſt in the neglect of this duty, do*/# rhox not give 
ws r00 much ground to fear, that thou art no tr ue Chriſtian? 
| OR 7 f I know 
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I know it is hot thy coming hither on any faſhion thar 
will ſufficiently prove thee a Chriſtian ; but yet 
thy toral forbearance may rather make thee ſuſpected 
to be none at all: For what haſt thou to plead on th 

own betnlf? the greateſt argument of thy Chriſtianity rs 
thy being baptized: but this was done 1n thy infancy , 
and who knows, whether thou ſtand'ſt to it or nor, if 
thou wilt not publickly own thar thou doſt fo ? It it 
was the cuſtom amongſt us, that when a Father is liſted 
into an Army , -he ſhould ſet down the names of his 
Sons alſo, there to ſtand till they came to lixteen years 
of age, at which time they were to go in, and write their 
ownNames, of elſe to be caſtuered; It they, when they 
are'come to theſe years , ſhould refuſe to giyc in their 


Names, do they not hereby ſhew that they, have no' 
mind to be Souldiers ? And 181t not a queſtion whether 
thou owneſt Chriſt Jeſus for thy Captain, if thou wilt 
not make thy appearance with the reſt, ar times ap- 
potted for the acknowledgment of thy relation to 
him ? If the King ſhould command all that were of 
age in a Town, tocome to the Marker place, andthere 
take tH&Oxth of Allegiance , if they would beheld for 
ood Subjeds, how would they be look'd upon, who 
ould ſtay away and refuſe to doit ? Now hayel nor 
before ſhewn, how expreſs the command of Chriſt is t2 
all fis Diſciples, thar, beſide all other duties, being 
rightly prepared , they ſhould celebrate this Sacramenr 
in remembrance of him, as an evidence and Symbol of 
their relation to, and communion with him ? How then 
can we hold them for true Diſciples , that reje&t and 
flight it ? But here give'me leave , according to.mv 
promnſe,' to meet with two or rhree Objections againſt 
the perfortnance of this duty, before I come to' give Di- 
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CHAP: X11 


Sacraments are not to be accounted vain , becauſe 
Externals. 
T. 0h. PErtaps then ſome in the firſt place may ſay, 
What need have we of ſuch outward ſhadows@&- 
ceremonies, ſo long as we have the ſubſtance,Chriſt himſelf, 
and do truly believe in bim ? What good can we get by ſuch 
external ſervices as theſe? Theſe are low beggerly things , 
not ee to theſe more ſpiritual times of the Goſpel. * 
_"ThoughlT have before ſaid enough to this, yet be- 
cauſe there are thoſe who confidently talk at this rate , 
andare very bulie in perverting common. people, Iſhall 
ſay ſomething farther by way. of anſwer tot. | | 
'  Anf. 1. And firſt I would demand of you, who is fit, 
to'be Judg' ini this caſe, what you ought to do, and... 
whatnot? Are you Seryants, or are you your own Ma-, 
ſters?” Carne the Word of God forth from you ? Was Chri- 
ſtian Religion ſomething of your deviſing, that you. 
may frame.it , and appoant the duties of jt,;as you ſhall 
ſee beſt ? Or came ths Hord to you only? Did be who re-, 
vealeg'ir tothe World priviledge you to pick and chuſe, - 
ſorne duties, and omit others,as you ſaw, ggod? If you ſay | 
yes, pray produce your licenſe, and ler us.ſeet; for we. 
find no ſach ghing recorded in that Word, which weall 
acknowledge to come from God. | And if you have got 
any private orders contrary thereto, give us ſufficient, 
evidence to prove them of Pivige Authoruy ,. and then. 
we ſhall be filent. But till then it muſt needs be ac+ 
counted ſtrange impudence, for {illy worms ro quarrel, .'- 
with the inſtitutions of infinite wiſdom... For if. God's. | 
authority itfay be regarded; rather than the fond opinon, 
of proud and giddy men, we need not be to ſeek what to 


do 


* 3 SRO 
dg i in this matter , Chriſt having ſo plainly commanded 
us ,# do this in remembrance of biry, toas I have before 
ſhewed. 

2. \And (incethere is ſuch a command, I wonder how 
it can beaccounted an unprofitable thing to obey it? Is 
there no profit in pleaſing God ? And can we pleaſe 
him any other way , than by obeying his commands ? 
Let 'the matter ofthe command be what it will, if we 
know it be given us by God, that's warrant enough for 
our prachiſe, & ground for our expeCtation of benefit. by 
it, though we could not much ſec rhereaſon of the thing 
init ſelf abſtraCted from rhe command,(though here the 
caſe is otherwiſe , as I have alſo before "I ſted ) 

3- If any ſhoyld fiy now we lie under no obligation 
to this duty, let them ſhew where Chriſt's command to. 
his Diſciples 1s repealed, or where there'is the leaſt in- 
rimation given ,that there wasa time to come when it” 
ſhould be our of date, and ceaſe to oblige our Confci- 
ences. Nay, -are we not raught there was.no ſuch t time 
to come ? For do"we'not find the reaſon and end of 

rhis Ordinance aſſigned to be ſuch, as will make itne- 
ceflary to the laſt day ? And this j$to preventall ex-. 
ception f pore 6 exprelt ; Hagt. Jou ſbew forth Clriffs 
death till be 'come, 1 Cor.1 3.26,” 

4.” Do'not they who/ tel! us the Sacraments are but. 
ſhadows, and therefore now to ceaſe, beefy pretend a a 
new diſpenſation of the Goſpel, purer and hi er 
that which was ſetup by Chriſt Fg his Apo les after- 
nk of the Levirical as Lot ? For "Jag aficr, 
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thoſe carnal ſervices , - wherein ſuch mean perſons a 
the Apoſtles and their followers were converlant? -Bux 
do not they notoriouſly violate the truth, as well as mo- 
deſty, who tell us this > Do we either in the old Teſta-. 
; ment, or new, meet with any Prophelies, that intimate 
co u34 new diſpenſation , or different way of orderin 
the Chriſtian Church ,, after Chriſt had fully eſtabliſhed 
it ? 'We find ſuch frequently as tothe Jewiſh Ceremo- 
nies, bar no Where, that I know, relating toany Laws or 
Orders that Chriſt hath appointed. And none, I hope , 
will fay our Sacraments were like them, _ of a typacal 
nature, and foto ceaſe by the coming in, and accom- 
pliſhment of ſomewhat whichrchey bgnified. Though 
the firſt diſpenſation uner Moſes was imperfeCt, yet 
where are we allowed to find fault with the ſecond in- 


% 


6 Golpel;, when. 
p f —whith thus 
© ground 


ations of t 


peakable miſc 


4 : : 


<4 PL Ott LASERS ens ASS S©cos oc co. }]  lwaao.. ,.c.cad 5 


—_— I _————_— wn 


| __—_— 


TT Q-* 5 = 7 + 434 W474 tz . 


( 199 ) 
groundleſs pretence hath done , and may do to the 
Church. Under ths notion the Famliſts vent their hor- 
rid fancies ; and even Mabomet himſelf made uſe of this 
pretence, When he firſt ſerup in the World : and ſoan 
man that hath a mind to advance ſome new way, which 
he can find no ground for in the Goſpel, may pretend 
that it. is ſomething higher and more excellent than 
Chriſt thought fit at firſt to reveal, but now in theſe laſt 
days he hath ſent him as his Meflenger to publiſh it to 
the World. And as well may we hearken tq any ſuch 
Impeſture as to thoſe who tell us, that though, it*s true, 
Chriſtians at the firſt were Baptized, and received the 
Lord's Supper, yet now we have nething to do with 
theſe things, being arrived to a more pertect ſtate than 
they were acquainted with. | 

5. How unreaſonable is it, that'they ſhould oppoſe 
thoſe things which ſo well agree together , and mutu- 
ally promote each other > whullt they ſay they believe 
in Chriſt, and therefore regard not this piece of gut- 
ward Service. But I wonder where they find, that faith 
in Chriſt may excuſe a man from receiving the Sacra- 
ment. I ſhould think it rather engaged him ro it. © Far 
be it from me to preſs this duty, as that which will give 
men. the leaſt diſpenſation to negle& any other ; nay , 
I hope I have ſufficiently ſhewed all along, that I preſs 
it as a ſtrong obligation, morive-and help to holineſs, 


- both of heartand life. Hither ſhould men come pur- 


poſely ro exerciſe and ſtrengthen their Graces; and 
therefore it's a a-moſt fooliſh rhingro fay they have got 
Grace in their hearts, and will thereupon ſtay away. If 
you believe in Chrſt, come hither and profeſs that you 
do ſo, for ſo he hath bidden you to do, ; and be not fori- 
diculousas to ſay, becauſe you havefaith, therefore you 
will not in this manner. profeſs i: If a King ſhould 
command all his Subjects that would go to fuch a 

i O 4 ; War, 
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War, to come and ſet down their Names , and after- 
wards come and anſwertothem at a Muſtering, would 
it not be a, wiſe piece of buſineſs, for any of them to fay, 
he would fight in the War. and. therefore-he would 
not have his name ſet down, nor appear with the reſt at 
- the times of Muſtering? And 1s it not much-what the 
ſame for any to pretend they'll keep Covenant with 
Chriſt, and therefore will not make or renew'it in that 
ſolemn manner he hath commanded? What ? wilt thou 
ſay thou loveſt Chriſt-,- and art fincerely thankful for 
his love, and therefore wilt:not joyn with thy Fellow- 
- Chriſtians , in the remembrance of his mercy and ex- 
preſſion of thy Gratitude. ? Does this ſound like rea- 
fon? And yet no. better is to be found in thy' obje- 
Ction. M1ght not the Apoſtles tar better have ſaid , 
they needed not the behaot this Sacrament, to put them - ' 
1n mind of Chriſt, who was ever freſh in their thoughts ? 
Bur on the contrary, becauſe he was ſo- much in their 
thoughts, therefore they were fo frequent in this duty. 
And was thy S,rit like-theirs , thy practiſe would not 
be ſo comrary. And let me tell thee farther, irs much 
to be feared , thou haſt little or no Grace at all , who 
{lgatelt any way that Chriſt hath ordained, for the in- 
creaſe of Grace. A'wiſe man uſerhinor ro ſay, Ienjoy my 
health well, an4 therefore | care not for my food, fince 
thisis the'means for continuance of his health. Bur it 
ſ-ems thou denieft, that thqu canit get any good by 
this Ordinance, where tore, 

6. In the next place-let .me asx thee, Doſt thou 
1magine thy felt arrived/to the utmoſt pitch of perfeti- | 
on, 10 that thou lookeſt upon all means and Ordinances 
. as things below.thee,? If fo,/] cannot naw ſtand ro ſhew' 
thee the pride and 1gnorance of this concert), ' Which ate 
hoth ſo great, thar! it's danger thou wilt not be convin” 
cd of either. But waſt thou indeed Io exctllent 'a'crea?: 
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ture as thou takeſt thy (elf to be, yet methinks thou 
ſhould*ſt not imagine, that thou art above the exercyſe 
of Grace, or returning thanks for what thou haſt recei- 
ved,arid even theſe reaſons may bring thee to the duty 
I am now pleading for. Or if this be none of thy con- 
ceit , dot thou imagine thatthe Soul can get no good 
by external means\, which work upon the ſenſes? It 
this bethy opinion, thou ſcemeſt not to conſider the na- 
tire and frame of man in this preſent ſtate , wherein 
bodily things do. ſo mightily affegt him, and he 1s 
beholden ok ſenſes for all, or almoſt all the know- 
ledze which he hath. By this reaſon men could profit 
nothing by reading or hearing,which is ſo contrary to all 
experience. And by this reaſon in the time of the Law 
no good was to be got by thoſe Ceremonies, that typi- 
fied Chriſt to come, which ts a very bold aſſertion, and 
moſt unreafonable ; and I Hope the clearer reprefentas 
tions of him , and his benefits 1n our Sacraments, have 
mach the advantage of thoſe darker ſhadows. | 
7. Is it not very great impudence and ingratitude, . 
when Chriſt hath choſen ro deal with us in ſuch a ſenf1- 
ble manner, as he ſaw moſt ſuitable to our natures, for 
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_ 8. . Where do wefind any of the pious es before 
Chriſt*stime , complaining of their Ceremonies as bur- 
denſome,unprofitable things? Afterwards indeed, when 
they were maintained in oppolition to Chriſt , whom 
they led to, and ended in, they arecall'd beggarly Ele- 
ments, and carnal-Qcdinances ; but we hear not 'st this 
langua before. Though then God freque Y Cx- 
prels'd his very little regard to then , compared to the 
more ſubſtantial duties of the Moral Law , yer where 
read we that any of the Godly of thoſe days rejedted 
or difuſed them ? And what, 1s6ur bondage forer than 
theirs ? Hath Chriſt pit a yoak upon his Diſciples hea» 
vier than he took off ? and what do they better than 
fay thus, who throw off his gracious inſtitutions , as a 
burden too heavy for them to bear? 

. 9. Mcthinks this 1s ſo like the language of Infidels, 
" that all who have any ming to be thought Chriſtians 
ſhould abhor it. What wonder would it be for an Inh- 
* del to laugh at Baptiſm, or the Lords Supper, if he 
ſhould ſeerhem adminiſtred, and ask what Good was to 
be got with waſhing with water, or receiving a little 
| Bread and Wine ?. But for one who pretends to. own 

the Authority of Chriſt, to ſpeak after the ſame manner, 
ſeems ſomething ſtrange. If God give a command to 
walh in Fordan for the cure of a Leproſie, it beſeems 
none but a Heathen Naamen, to ask whether Abana 
and Pharphar,Rivers of Damaſcus,are not as good as the 


Warers of [ſrael, And he diſcovers little more Religi-_ 
on, who ſhall faucily demand, why Bread and Wine at 
tis own Table will not do his Soul as much good, asat, ' 


—the Sacrament, _— | 
''= 16. 1 would fain know of theſe men, whether Chriſt 
" had;power to, appoint an Ordinance of this kind, to 
the ule of which, Chriſtians in all ſucceeding Genera- 
tions ſhould” be oblig'd'? If they grant he ws] fog: 

I poſe 
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ſe they dare not deny it, then let them ſay what he 
& have ſaid or done mor* tolaythis obligation up- 
on them, than he hath- done in the preſent caſe. If a- 
gain they find fault'with the nature of this Ordinance, 
as if it was not ſuited to be perpetual, becauſe of irs uns 
profirableneſs, let them tell when it begun to'be-46. 
Was it from the'firſt Inſtitution ? or afrer a'cerrain 
time ? If from the beginning, what was it ordained for? 
Why' would Chriſt ſerup an Ordinance that was good 
for nothing ? And why were the Diſciples fo frequent 
in at ? if afterwards , let them name the time, and 
give the reaſon of its degeneracy: But farther , was 
Chriſt able to make this Sacrament profitable to thoſe, 
who ſhould conſcientiouſly attend upon it ? They who 
ſay it was not, muſt not take it iI| to be thought Infi- 
dels : but if they yield he was , «then let them alledge 
ſome reaſon why he would not, or rather ler them ſhew 
wherein he hath been wanting tor, to make it fo profi- 
table: If theſe fault-finders might have been art the firſt 
appointment hereof , what a kind of one- would they 
have had it , that ir might have been more uſeful than 
now they Judpe it 1s? Is not the death of Chriſt here 
ſet out before our-eyes ? and may not that in ſome ſorr 
affeft us, ſuppoſing we know the defign of ir, as well 
az diſcourſes that reach our ears?” may not this awake 
us to lively thoughts of Chriſt ,- of the reaſon and ends 
of hisdeath, and ſo quicken us to'th&exerciſe of repen- 
tance and faith, and ſtir us up rodekire after him, and ra. 
thankfylneſs tor his love ? and when' our Souls are 
wrought into ſo-good a frame, may;we not reaſonably. 
expect larger commuriications of Grace from that over- : 
flowing fountain of Goodneſs,' whio 'requires —_; 
more than a tight diſpofition in us that we tray bemde 
partakers of his bounty: Not to'mention how ft'a way < 
this is, far the 'canferring a right to; "tid piving alft- - 
: - ©". Tunes 


IN ts AS as. Bo. 1 


MI Þ 1QQ?72 


, ( 204) 
rance: of  relative' and future priviledges. | 
12. Befides the Example of thols in the firſt ages of 
” the Church, «methinks.the daily experience of the ge- 
nerality-,of ſober Chriſtians may abundantly Fe ce 
this conceit , that thefe 15 no good to. be got by frequen- 
ting. the Lord's Table;were theſe demanded one by one 
whether they had not found the contrary, I believe the 
| moſt of thein would profeſs they, had'; though through 
theit own fault they would acknowledge; they had not 
hereby profited fo much. as they might. How | many 
poor Souls have come in hither heayy.and dull;and-have 
gone away enlivened ? How many have come dejecte 
and (ad, and have gone away refreſh'dand chear'd, and 
| have long afcer enjoyed the benefit of this duty-2 Bur if- 
they who make this objeQion, neyer found any ſuch: 
thing, it would ſpeak;more modeſty and juſtice too, to. 
lay the blame on themſelves, rather than on the means. 
which Chriſt hath afforded them. - 
;..12--Laſtly , I would defire all that are impartial, to: 
confider,how plainly God hath witneſs'd againſt this ſort 
of mhen,, who are the chief patrons of that opinion 1. 
oppoſe, in ſuffering them to be ſo infatuated and beſot-. 
_ their own minds ; that, whilſt they bave impu- 
dently dar'd to rejeS&t the Ordinances of Chriſt as need- 
le6things, they- themſelves have'dored upon'the molt . 
ridiculous inconlideradle trifles , as if they were matters 
of ſome huge conſequence. Havenot thoſe very 'men, 
hotry down the Lord's Supper and: Baptiſm , of one ; 
ort or other, beſide :many other duties, as formal things, 
' Y&trwitha great, deal of earneftgeſs..call*d upon us-to- 
| of Thar rather than, yow, to aſingle perſon, not to call 
 Men,; Maſter, nar put, off our Hats. one to another, 
' with a multitude. the ke Foppsries? , Theſe 1t ſeems : 
are ſubſtantial things which they-have deviſed , :whilſt-; 
18 s,,0Wn -appowptments.. are ; empty. and icarnal.;; 
OE OE EIT ” © 7 What's 
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What's this but a mark ſet upon them, (and few Seats 
are without one) toflet the World know they came not 
from God , that none who are conſfiderative mighr be 
endangered by their deluſions? Andilet this fufhice for 
Anſwer to the firſt Objeftion; whereon | have beenthe 
larger, in that it is of ſuch ill conſequence, and hath too 
far ſpread it ſelf amongſt giddy ualtable people. 
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CHAP, XIIE. 


Againſt too ſeldam communicating in the Sacrament. 


T2 6 | N the next place ſome may ſay, He have al- 
b. ready received the Sacrament and ſo bave ſa- 
tisfied the command of Chrif, and therefwe may be exou>- 
ſed from it for the future. = oh bed 
. I ſhould ſcarce have dream'd bf ſuch an Objetion-, 
had Inot heard it us'dz but to diſpatch it in two words. 
| I. \Thave before acknowledg'd,:that Chriſt hath not: 
told us how frequently, gr how oft-in our lives we muſk; 
pegform this dury, but yet we may learn from the words: 
of the Apoſtle, x Cor.. 11, 2.6: ..Thatit isto be done 
more than once: forfaith he, Ax often as you eat, (Fc. 
1.e, every time that you cat.., And then I have ſhew'd: 
you what was the practice of the firſt Chriſtians, which 
may well bold the place of a Rule in this caſe. Where- 
Fore Jeu ought to obey the injuntion.of your Paltar,;] 
ſo oft as he ſhall. ja prudence think meet to call you t9! 
the Lord's Table,ſfince you have ſo. much reaſon forobe+ 
dience, and none to alledpe for your refulal:/; 11-4 + 
..'2, And inthenext place, pray tell.cae; had.you any 
reaſon for this duty-when you firlt perform'd ut ?-yow'll 
fcarceſay no, I ſuppoſe; andif you bad any, then Iask, 
whether the fame reaſon does ngr {till continug : Wir 
CR, och » 
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does, why ſhould not your practiſe be continued agree 
ably thereto? Have you not ſtill ſoffie neceffiries of ſoul 
which may here be-ſupplied, as well as you hadthen 
Is not the death of Chriſt as well worthy your reniem- 
brance now as formerly ? and if you heretofore recet- 


ved any advantage by what you Uid, - methinks*you 
ſhould be the more inclin'd to hold on therein. But 


here perhaps ſome may reply, putting the objetion in 
willes ſhape , that = hve els IE this 
Ordinance, and yt! have found no advantage by it , 
and therefore being out of heart and hope, are ready to 
throw it quite off. 'To whom 1 anſwer | 

' x. Ifit be thus indeed, you have great reaſon to ac- 
knowledge the fatilris you own: Either you have not 
been ſo dilgent m your 10ns as You ought ,.or 
eſe-you have 'been careleſs afterward , "thinking you 
had done when the work was over', as if no more was 
required to tmake'a Sacrament ſtrengthning to your 
Souls, 'than to make food nouriſhing to your bodies , 


barely to recave it, and there%san end ;' when as there is 


s ſerious confideration of what you-have done, and a con- 


ſtant "\watchfulneſs afterwards ; 'heceflary ro make it. 


beneficial to you, 'as I may have occaſion to ſhew a- 
* won. And eſpecially ſee if you' give no kind of allow- 
ance to ſome pleaſant {m or other; which you are hard- 
ly-willing to' be quite delivered froth; fiich a ſecret 
po chenſhing of any luſt whatever, will be fare to 

cep you low and barren, and refiderall means unpro- 
fitable: And thusitis-alſo like to be with you, if you 
are ſwallowed up in worldly buſineſs, 'or go too ſweets 
ly reliſh any ſenſible enjoyment. + -/ 211340 


-8:4'You who complain you car get nothirlg by Sa- 


craments , will fay-rhe ſame, I ſuppoſe by other mearis 
andduties ; and will-you therefore caſt off theſe roo ? 
Will you lay alide hearing and praying upon this pre« 


tence ? | 
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tence ? you may as well : for the reaſon holds as good 
forione asthe other. | | 

3. Bur farther, I would haye you beware of miſta- 
king o_u celves , 1magining that you proht not when 
you do. And therefore conſider what your expectats 
vns have been, and what you have found. Perhaps you 
great" joys, and asit were, ſenſible afſus 
rances of God*s love, and to be afterward freed from all 
troubles and doubrings ? or you have expected a perfect 
treedom from ſome troubleſome remprations where- 
with you uſe to be haunted, and fromthe very firſt mo- 


 tionsof finin yourſelves; and becauſe you bave found 


none of this inthoſe meaſirres you lbok*d for, therefore 
you canclude you have met with nothing 2? Bur this is 
no right arguing: for theſe are priviledges that you may 
go withour all your days , and yet thrive underthe 
means to00o.; and therefore by them you cannot jig ot 
your profiting: but if-you can find the ſtrength of fin 
broken, and your heart more fet againſt it, 'and you are 
more throughly perſwaded to-comply with the whole 
will of God , being firmly reſolved to keep cloſets him 
to the.-laſt , diſcovering more and more the emptineſs 
of all creatures, and his All-ſufficiency, being more pre- 
valently. and ſteadily bent to chuſe tim as your onely 
portion ;kf it be ſo, youway þe ſure you grow in Grace; 
and are bettered: by the means you enjoy, and muy 
be: therefore encouraged to continue in_the uſe ' of 

4- But laſtly, however it be with you, yet be you 
patientand cenſtant in doing your work, and then leave 


' the: event to God.  Wherein upon- examination you 


find you have been wanting to your ſelves, be more 
forthe future, in the due preparing and manag- 


ing of our own hearts, and ſo wait upon God in hisap- 
' pounted way. Let your deſires be carried out ——_ 
| 2 | . whic 
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which is moſt neegdful for you,and. which God hath pro- 
miſed to give, chiefly after Grace , and ſecondarily after 
comfort,. remembring all you have is to-come fromthe 
free mercy. of .a wiſe God , . to whom/you mult refer it 
what meaſures of theſe you ſhall receive , and how ſoon 
it ſhall be. , Onely, Iſay,-letit/be your buſineſs avs 
to wait his leaſure,, :in-the; uſe of; thoſe. means; he hath 
reſcribed you , - for which Imight give many reaſons: 


I ſhall wave all, onely 2p wg, Fug 0 whether 
e 


thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings you ſo earneſtly Tong after are 
worth-the waning for? If youſay no ,. you deſetve ts 
go for ever without them: butif you grant they arezthen 
pray-tell me, whether tis morelikely to attain them 
by-waiting in that, way wherein they -are to: be found; 


or, by turning. out of it ? - This,/ I hope,. is'no difficult 


caſe to reſolve. If your friend be. gone a journey , and 
you havea mind to meet hit upon his return ,' are you 
not morelikely to;meet with him, by holding on ſtill in 


that Road which he'll be ſure ta:came,. than by'goitg 


back again, or turning to ſome by<path, meerly to: 
tihe your lazineſs.or 1mpatience 2 + Wherefore when 


your. hopes are at-the loweſt ebb, itzs moſt unreaſona- | 
bleand fooliih,tocry with that wicked King Jy ll. 
o hope wberefore 


we wait onthe Lord any longer ? there zs no 
les. ws leave our duties, a Caſt aſide 
no. hope in ſuch-a courle as 


ie an obedient patient dependance upon God, yeayin 
this way there 1s certain ſafery-3-embtace it therefore. as 
your waſeſt,-Your onely courſe. :Do- but ſee that: you! 


the. Plalmili's frame, ,P/alw 3 zo: Fo To wa the 
jor 8he mor nmneg , and'at. 
humſelf zo-the joy: of: 


ycur 


Lord more than they that. watc 


al]: Be ſure thete is 
{e as this, but ratheracertainty-, 
of pi , Whereas if there be fafety-in.any way,ir184 


wair forthe Lord ,; and aſſure your —_ ſhall-nop” © 
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uch World hisat you ,. for the, loveof 
ſort Wor x had dE, ., 
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wy gore! ſo long without Gad,and: 


in the days of your unregene- 

hg Fon os that time to paſs over again, 
ra life of the greateſi ſuffering be- 
nning? And ig. not your Soul ls 
rhols remnants of corruptions which you 

- felyes ? Do you not ſtrive againſt them; 
re.to. be.tid' of them? Would you 
more free from. 

Weaſel Fur 

Would not a de 


5's By Tea been \enquiring after , by 


- conclude, of your ſelves not- 
with we expel ite love God ad 
Y bled for it, haye.nor 

f4 So 1 


Fmercy » cough Cheſt , Lwonder, | 
efore wall y L: at. Come to receive - 
Fi 7 Way Fa whichda cyidently: beloag 
<5 Jour no kad, afterall, perhaps you'llery, yo 
anor believe, and weve d dares not come hither ih 


for helatter: only. 
on, V7 cha pole, Ml prncpally from 
it che nature of 62h faich., Wherefore 


i FAY, whaz dp you, mean when youſay, you 
ine ve? Do you not really beheye, that ihe 
Kc th the. Scripture, gives of Chriſt is. true 2 
Hg Cr TE, you may;haye.to.infidelizy,. yet: 
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toaccompliſh his defigr. Do you got believe that his 
death ”_ ſufficierit "a. the ih of the Warld, and 
| all other traths concerning him that you find! reveale4 
inthe Goſpel? And then'are you not reſolyed thar this 
Jeſus ſhall be your Saviour, and. noge but, heF, Do, 
you not from your heartsacknowled your'ſelves mis 
| ſerable loſt creatures, alrogether unable toreſtore your: | 
felves, or to do any thing that mayatushe God's ju 
or in it ſelf deferve recompence” or acceptance ? $ 
that you are conyinc'd, if ever youare ſav*d, it muſt be 
throuzh Chriſt ; and are nor you earneſtly deſirous'sf 
this above all things, that God for” bis Son's fake would 
pardon and ſave you ? Yea, more than that, \aregou 
not ſincerely willing that Chriſt ſhould rule in'yout 
hearts , and guid you by his Spirit, and frame you a& 
cordingto his will * Do, younot'dtcounit his cominand 
holy, juſt, and good And SS bn dot, defire firength 
from him your head ts obey them ," and whine o'r 
remptations froth wintin.ang withour that woul Arr 2 
you'afide ? *Dv/you not believe the promiſes, 'which 
he hath made ,”and the thfearnings which he hath'de?/ 
noime*d'to be certainly rrue ? Ani Fin you nor deſire 
more-,. that you tay bavea fhareigt ele romiſes;thah' 
enjoV any created good? And do you not fear his threat.” | 
ned wrath, more than any outward ſufferin #1 he 
be 


-- 


thus with yort , as I arnconfident it is ;,and yet wall 
cty outthat you cannot believe? What can you not” be-- 
lieve ?' "Why, alas ! you canndt believe you fhallever' 
be' ſiy'd by | Jefirs '"Chrilt. 1; that it then, which” your” 
belieFonely ſticks /at? Bur fuppoſe it does, you are nts, 
th&efore preſently Unbelievers in Scripture-ſtile,} or5h. 
God%"account.” For- this is not thax which is ſo mucht* 


preſbagy 2p0n you :' obſerve well the latiguage of the Goſ-7 
pd, which s thus, Believe mm cirf. and thou ſhalt be 
je Ve 


oy of r be 
ſavved,; nt believethat thaw ſhalt be ſaved by Chriſt. This" 
PP II ablo- 
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abſolute perſiraks 
rather thy acceptance of Chriſt, that thoy mayſt be ſa- 
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of thy own ſalvation is not ſomuch 
however not nthe firſt place, bur 


yed by him. And yet methinks,, ifthou weigh things 


_ well, thou, mayſt he rais'd to ſuch well grounded hopes 


of thy own. particular happineſs , -as may very much 


conquer theſe doubtings and fears, - which thou com- 


plaineſt of under the name of unbelief. For let me 


ax. thee ſeriouſly, why is it thou canſt not believethou 
halt, be. aved by Chriſt ?. It is nor, Tknow, becauſe 
'thqu doybreſt -of the ſufficiency of his TatisfaQtion , or 


ofthe truth ofhis promiſes, or the graciouſneſs of his 


nature. For art thou not fully perſwaded , that he will 
fave all thoſe who truly believe: in him? I make no 
doubt bur thou-art: wherefore' hence it is plain, rhar 


thy fears of periſhing ariſe froman opinion ; tharthou 
art nota true Believer. But this' from thy own'acknow- 
ledgements, Ihave made evident-thatthou arr, 'whi)ſt 


_ thou believeſt that Chriſtis the onelySaviour of Man. 


kind, andart as willing he ſhould/ take away thy firs 
from thee, as prevent wrath from falling upon thee. 
So that it 15 rather for. want of a. cicar knowledge of 


-. thy ſelf, than for want df faith-in the promiſes, 'rhat 


thou canſt. ſo . hardly believe thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Wherefore once again l, ask thee ,-artthou not willing, 
that Chriſt ſhould deliver thee, both. from the dominzon 
and condemnation of {in ? If thou art, - and wilt: ſhew 
1t,by uſing . the means he hath afforded for this end, then 
be aflured,thou asta true believer, and as ſuch ſhalr'be 
own'd and. Ks by the Lord that bought thee. And 
therefore with great alacriry come along with thy. feb 
lows, to thethankful remembrance vt that eternalre- 

vnption obtain'd for you, by. the blood whachi rayfed 

laſt ing Covenant. betwixt. God. and his people: 

2+ batever your weaknelſes, Sarruptions ,'1cmp: 
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tations are, let them-nor Uetain you from” bit rather 


ſend you with mbre ſpeed tothis rotor] For you 
know. not but that may'be-the means, which Gud jr | 


| bleſs for the removal:of then.” - And- take this. For 
certain truth,, whilſt ybuhave nom, but,what is the 
burdenoft your Souls, and'whichs you labout and 16h Jo 
be. freed from, © you 'haveno fiti har makes you u 

tor-the Sacrament z/ may more , ary rh our ſenſe &f fin 
makes you rightly nel for it: "Abd then Af ets is 1 ; iy 


-_ 


ground of doubr.,. as to the fears and wy 
labour under, af any temptations with which y 
troubled; You cannot fure be fo weak, as U Rik 
your ſelves uponany of theſe accounts unmeet ſor yo þ 
Lord's. Table: For youmuſtremetaberhenever m 
this the qual:ficationofhis Gueſts, that they ſhould cotye 
wanting nothing, buthe calls hither the Crobeffitthal to 
ſupply. their wants. You come not hither onely to be 
thankful for what you have received, bur to receive Far- | 
. ther what yourSoulstand in need' of. You would think 
be argued at a very filly rate that ſhould ref you, yoh 
mauſt.not goto afcaſtrill your hunger was ſarisfied, nor 
come.to the-areg/nll youare warn: and yer no. better 
-18the Sophittry -of Sure whereby he would perfwade | 
you, that whilſt\you feelſ6/ many tmpetfeRtions cleave + 
t0.you; and lie ander flich great doubtmys, you muſt 
thy.away from the Sacrament when as vs is one 
meiins appointed /by iGod for your” relief; here's both 
Phyfick +" Fo demiſe tbe tothe fick and fainting, 
And God may take. this ſeaſon's? revealing hitaſelf rv 
you, and ſarisfying-thoſe doubts'which'you could no 0- 
aberway: get rid of, 1 od pa benny » NG +:1xt many 4 
Soul why nave note you 
"Pf why rel-rne, 'notwirkftanding all theſe fallts 


which you find without faves ; yet dv you not hold 
p ko SIE duties? Tos inſtahce in, 
one, 
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_ you ar6:ablez2to 
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why then then willyownort be 
For aflure your ſelves, if Fou be fu 
acceptable to God 


tothis work all9 
whoſe Prayers ard 
» Your receiving will be acceptabl 
alfo, ': Without a dependince Cioit the 
ator;and = py rm om gm ta your ſelyes to this 
will ot God;yowr tery Papers wil nee —akly bi? 
i-cheſe things bein you, all your ſervices-will be #411: 
plakng to him,” Wherefore bewire of pt 8 
math revetciice for 1fiis Otdmance; and fo much necef 
ity for:prepararion, that leaſt you ſhould nor demenrt 
your: ſelves as 'yow-bught; ature witk-wholly neglect it: 
for furs:you cannbtthnik this to your \Mia- 

ſters will, that you fhould run away IC your - Work; 

for! fear of fmſcarryingin it. Nor pretend that this is6f 
a. rature fo much differenck fronyalb other duties, thit 
whrblt yi n_—_ themry :you-may nor be admitted t 
this, 2 wh be fineere/arid hedfry in one as wall 
25 another, endeavouring; to'improvethem to the eh 
lot which they weieappomted, even" to'ger nearer to 
God thereby , |be'fiire pow thatbbe aocepred jn all; 


Moreover þerbink Jour ſolves wharyobu would _ 
done, had che cs firſt the Church when 
the Chriftiantswere wonr for 


ar; e 
time of their afſe 20 havea' aforwcr pn Ie vey 
you then have ordinarily with-drawn from hmki 0s Or 
would jou not rather lxve contenteli your ſelves with 
thad anicaſure of p ;: tharyou had rhen.been cal 
pable: at making; Thoughthink notthath} am this whiles 


wean{derately! heritupion: nog! be! awdib 
 felvew 


ent: a 


ever. 


roach ws the groieGod bus oversſorupu- 

ous as: tor k from, he Qrdmdbed; cov mike 

phun cotbng ſepoel theouglslepoeiiive! _ 
4. n 


e216) 
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—ECTANT of all ons ſhould | 
nor be guilty of refuſing your: preſence here, where 
there is a commemoration made of the love of your 
deareſt Lord. Ifpedk to you thar are ſerious Chriſhans; ' | 
well may others {light this dury, 'iFyou that he under ſo 
Ore gagenents to it, will.be kept back by any Or» 

pretences. You are ſuch that are CINE 
acquainted with/ the greatneſs of that 

nof the World ——— 


calily detained from forth that death, whichp _ 
cured it ? Youre perſons tender: of your Maſter's ho- 


nour, and ſenſible. ob your own'duty -:- ſhew'then that | 


you are ſo, by obeying his. command, and g rhe 
cſtcera due to his ſacred Ordinances , by your 

reverent attendihg upon them. -: 

Others there-are:y thar may copipliin of heir une 
neſ ,.. who find thertſelves at alo(s-in their 


rations for-4 which-yer they are very with 
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nght; perfarmancerat-1t.  For-theſe y'I have 
reſerved forme fome DireCtions | , to whach 1 cone pre- 


fently.-- * TIO VWBTG T1 oo Vis: ib warat to 
Burabtet nee thind rey rholh che monk amd, Icar, 
themoſt, whowill:canfeſs for the-Sacra- 
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telbyduy} they avernot fit now, yet here» | 
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are'no any preparation &2 F 
come to'thens - ox-Year af ter: anotherl; itil 
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pela yog 5s pro mh rag a ee they are not re- 
ſolved todo; and this while they fancy, to - 
that their caſe i is ſomething beter,than Krbey thould go 
and make promiſes of amendment, and ſoop.after break 
them z and are apt to conceit;, that they nay. as yet ſafc- 


by: take ſomewhat iy eg wn than. wi lawful for. 
mz \When, once the, Sacrament ,, 
ke wrt Boy Ley Gould be ſtrangely bam- 


tied to a _ which they baye, no/li- 
_ thy yer herenſrer, when they have taſted a 
little moreof the pleaſures c of the world, they intend to. 
ac themſelves to ſuch a courſe, and then they'll be 
ance — themſely; og Fx wean es hi 
they tg es. 1,dare to 
ſciences of many , whether ſuch as thele have nor been: 
their choughts, Readerghave they not been, thy. own ? 
And commonly iu was fog tipplng or wantoneſs ,/or 


affairs, and a 
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manner.” An&ortte agairt Jet rhie Wares you; i8You love 


your Souls, rdtto come hither-in love with your ſins, oe . 


without reſdhrttons to tutn from every evil-way. Be it 
Known to yt, 'God will be ſan#fitd ni thiſe that dr aw 
wer bins, 0d will ſevetely piiniſtirreverenbe& profane 
rudeneſs, '{tt.chofe that prerghdto his ſolemn' worſhip 
21d ſervice!” as you rmayſeein that ep des of 
Phe rn bees Lev. +10; 1; 24 oF ſhrves Coen; 
recerv! theLord's Supper, e Apoſtle rells the 
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for his fettowſhip and favour, 
Bur perbaps yau'll preſently reply,you like all this well 
enough, this 18 that you would baye,and you agree with 
me to ſtay away,as perceiving your own unkrneſs, ' And 
are you a6 1-8 ary to thay ape $4 ro copgiens in 
this unpreparedpoſture,as thinking you have herebyſor 
more fenfarron for a careleſs ungodly hfe than a 
thers have? Alas! poor wretches, how willing-you are 
to be chegred into miſery ? And how defwous do you 
ſcem of a freedom to do; your ſelves the greateſt miſ- 
chief ? But. a little to andecerve you , let me afſure 
all you thar live upon this Earth , and are endued with 
reaſon , whether you will bind. your ſelyeq to; God by 
this Sacrament or not ; there he ſo many orher in difpen- 
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he Mk ie Andisnsrh fois pholder of your 


' mg, 7 "the lengrhner of y (rr tara by giver of all'yorr | 
ryercies ? Is he not ir ter and Gover- | 


nour? Do you not owe we your ou have, to 
him * And 1s irnor yo He we? po bir 


whether you have Med You will 6s ſhorted DB 
yot think he hath notitle'to you, till in ſome ſolemg 
manner” you have profeſt ſubjeftion ro him? Do ou 
think the ſervice you owe to God, is fo purely a [i 
will offering, that if you will render it you may, at 
-1f nor, you are in no fault ? By this reaſon God, mu 
be mich beholden ro you. for it. What, do not bis 


Laws bind, till you have'given your conſent ?/Muſthe - 


ask you lexveto govern'you? Do youthifk'it'is wit 
you in this caſe, as with a Seryanr thar ws this man or 


that no duty ,'tlſhe hath ired kimfelf imo His Service? . 
Sure you carinot be-fo ” But rather Will you not / 


yield that from your very birth you ars bf Teaſtas much 
obliped to-obetlience to your Maker, as any Child to 
his Parehe'? And rage tet the, what wonld you think of 


tht Child, who; 'when Kis Father' "bid him "do any 


his 61A only reflift, "3nd tell hint he hover 


promiſed Him anyfuch obedibhce ? Would, You think 
rhis'2 Gafattory* aflfwer?”\ ' Do you, not'cafily per- 


ceive: thae Thildren 4rebatind to obs rheir Parents, 
CINE ed & they "#a into them\ 

rhough) hb f Etiter Yito ably. forth a engagetnent 
17D fr Brtro vrern 9f 2 FRED TR 
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to' be an ? Even this $6" you flandabiSturely 


bound to'd ep Cha, the Father of Spirits, before ever 
you poſe oTY 


ves to be ref * And all your 
they are us erhari farther ties 
you to anne yet they. <4 not God any new right 
4 you which bebore he had riot , only bereby you ac- 
knowledge his right and Sina to eel m what is 
his due. Hence then. you may ſee what Cy con- 
ceit it is , that you may any, whit mare apanſt 
. God before you have tabs ara P than after. 
Can you be ſoſottſh, as toimagine, thatfickx xcuſes 
as theſe w1 ſerve your rurn art that day , when you - 
' muſt be called'ts render areafon afyoe'pe ? When | 
the' Goſpel firſt came ro the Heathens , ; 
grant they were bound to receive it , el yet they. 
neyer before given their conſent tobe rul'd wi 
OR an Covenant with him. Burwhy 
nas ery. ba e ſo plain? | 
ws n ke notice fatther ?* that a by vine of 
ribjettion wh; ou owe, to/God' as his creatures, you 
are* oa to £ ra your reſdlutions'to ſerve bim, by 
Vier agar, ind fo whay riiniiet be ſhall wt you; 
now h h cotnimanded you, toexpreſs : ereloluti- 
ons by receiving the Lords Slipper, as Thave beep 
yed: ? And will you diſobey thi co 
arid then think , this will excuſe you fromobedience _ 
os reſt, © To make the caſe plain by a like inftince: 
f hen the King had: i a ca - five 
to'rePair to ingdom,” there 
F take rear of Allegiance , many ingh them 
fhauld abferit themſelyes , and refirſe to rake it, and af- 
terwards ſhould conſpire togerher, and rp rig 
him , do' you bin it would excuſe 
char they never ſwore Allegiance to him? od 
it was. fk that they did not, fincethey were 
commanded 
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commanded ta doit ; and then howerer HRAFes 
gugedo peace and fairbfulneb, by ivipg, inthe Ki 

and receiving. LA go from this Prince. 
Even ms $y 


by your 
pal whey wel ea ny org 

Io "—_— al, 
er joe thus 


Ree of 60g EF derrhtjonor the lcaſt ground 
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ſtain from yt: al arg for fear 


flves inan holy, hte, to orc you 
ready. by. Your "mo. caplep 


nega. 
7 If you continuean. this 
Ws Sag in your bears yor dif- 
hu Qur jp py win it < ala pos A\caſt; areyour in 

Fox. let me as, you if you had bee; born of 
Hake Parents, 8 wore Jen ga naw..come to rhe 
underſt he Cinbon Rdigen. 29d. were ac- 
ny kind of Pexſons:they mul} be that.own'd 

a eo Sp tReForts ond 
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| hathcomtmanded all Chriſtians , that are of capacity,to 
prepare-thewwſelves, and ſ> to recave the” Satrament 
of his Supper : Do you not clearly perceive then, tow 
your Bapuſini binds yau to this Duty, you being now 
come to the uſe if qu reaſon ? How is it then that 
Ln __ i, whilſt you. you are { ſtraightly en- 
ro it 
fy further , bſide 
time you bring Children to be baptized, you pro- 
fels before God and the Congregation, that you 
renounce the Devil, the World, and the ſinful 


of 'the fleſh , that you believe "the Articles of the 


Chriſtian Faith,and will keep Gods holy Will and Com- 
mandments,” and walk i the ſame all the days of your 


life. And ate you fincereinall this? It youare, why 


argans.c 1 87p/pins 4 yy where 


e you 
are IDES promiſe no hore? How- 
hence a$n'd gwratafrs that before 


Ars the Lord x3 Are younre fo far bound 
& an holy life , that you:have no allowance for the 
leaſt fing tanto than. Youlave afterwaid, whichis 
that Fam proving. 

yo mk Farther evident by all other dutievof Rec 
ligion, which Um to God, every one of which 
AL theo exaR vbedienceto him.” Huppoſe 
youarenot oAtheiſtical , bur thar prepare oe 
toGod;und When you oray,ds you not | 
donof fin arid grace to ds hini faithful ſe 
you ſay the Lords Prayer ; 'do you not therein beleech 
God to forgive you your trelj and not tolead you 


ation, butdeliver you from evil? And w 
dre you of him 
are 


to continue it) it fill ? 1 preſame'you hope 
to obtain what you ask 1 And can a youlomachufar 


your any hope tha 


your ' 6wn Baptiſm , every 


2 When 


forgiveneſs of Sit } whilſt You 


God will pardon: your! 
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| is lirtlb4e(s dangerous and datmibley cmhin ts comet 


| 


Conn 

irs whilſt you will not forſake them ?  Hath riot hi 
word plainly” told” you the contrary? 'And when you 
pray'to'be kept from. fin and the' power of 'Satan , "is it 
not/ to be ſuppesdirhar you 'defire theſe things ?* and 
doth nor' the exprefſiori of. your delires nga you to 
dowhat you'can to obtain What od pray'tor ? 4ndare 
you'riot thetefore:bound totake heed of fin, to watch. , 
againſt and reſiſt temprations ? - except you'take God 
toranidol ; and rhake your prayers ura — ,as if 
yaut fe ant ſhould" come and entreat you to help him 
dohis work”; and thenrunaway yz and never ſtr his hind 
t00'r 5; of as if your Child ſhould 'pray you to keep him 
fromtalling into the water, -and fhpuld throw kugſclf 
into'itas'foon as he had'done. Dare you venture thlius t6 
play. 'and” dally- with rhe _—_— And wheti you 
defrre hinvto ſave your 'ſouls.,; you from Hell , 
it ſpeaks you reſoly*d-ni6t wilfullp:ro. deſtroy 'and darn 
your ſelves, /'orelfe-yoware horrid) mockers'of God: 
Methinks-you ſhouldinever bave:ithe ir ies: to 
come near hin), orfpeak a wordtohimyawhillt youre 
fully-Henrto:go on int'thoſe waies:dhuware fo. coritfh 

and proyoking to him; The-like Imightſay bf bowie, 
the w6rd-;you' are thereby engayed to give obedience 
to16:-for you catinor-think ſure you-Terve God ſuffict- 
.ently/by hearing your dary',/whiſtyouſer not aboutit,. 
And-far-you to come to/hear whar God fhall ſay" by hx 
Munſter; witha ſecret parpofe ro/hold on in fuck ard 
ſucicourfes, whateverſhall be told yoa'to the contrary 


the. Sacramerit- with ſuch wicked ſes.” Lerthis 

then ſuffice to remove your firſt 1 e, thatyou'rha 

take liberty in ſome finfal wayes' you have a mitid ts 
Sacrameſns 1 7 0 


* The fooond jnd6s miftate which Þ fli@in your obſe- 
Riop; is, that you think; though ar preſetir you have ti 
FT grea 


( 226 )) 


mind to be ſ@ ſerious , as to ſet open pg 
aqrb Sacrament-, Yer. rhat hereafter you ſhall , when 
Qu have had yoliy fwinge a while longer , and have ta- 
bo a little more ;pleafure , being as yet perhaps butin 
the time of your, Youth, , and thereupon you: hope that - 
| God will bear wth you yeta, while, ance youhaveſuch 
good purpoſes th betome has ſeryants for the titneto 
COMmes 
ShouldI, go about fully to hew. you the vanity of 
this conceit, and yaurfolly in delaying to return to Gpd, 
I might Po ſheets,; wherefore that I may not be 
_ redjqus,/l little. more than repreſent to-you the 
very. true langiage 'and' import of this pretence a 
yours, that: ſo yow;may be aſhamed of ever uſin 
Roe ) pe er it:any RR ——_— & 
yipg:yet you aur old.compe- 
niogs and courſes, and. bind your ſelves ro 2.godly 
entabe Sonmany, Thad yagi effe&; but om 
"Phat: wheg: yon! haye.:conterntd Gods mercy, and 
grev'd his Spiira:{lnle longer:y/and done ſornewhat 


 Jaoretodiſhanowrhbis name , Ia | 
EE become his people; when you 


Satan Yer 0 ante then you'll ſhake 
him off,; and; taka; 
our 
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hay afthe Es and adiled if 
Fare. number and hainoufneſs-of your 
—_ then you'll come for-a. pardon ; when you 
ye done more to make pen ws 
then, Ter ſcek. reconcthanion ;; Aran > have 
your luſts take deeper » then. yo _—_— 
"up; [when yo ave made them wr * | 
you'll ſabbuerhem ; whenthe ſore apr Al 
«ppiythe plaiſter; whenche gogren neck geo] ita 
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four ſee a remedy: Thus alibi; 
'afid baſe ly do they argue, who 
| think it is too {bot yet' to come home to Go, and be, 
Wh ious {ri good Petficlt: I know you would, be-a- 
\ d to ſpeak thus, and would ſcarce be perfwaded 
» | hers lodpes'fo opp, wickedneſs in your hearts, hut 
for certain het dbes , whilſt you retain ſecret purpo- 
£]| is WS it a Way of known ſin. Ah peor/ fin- 
thou didft but a little know what thou &oeft , 

han thou ſtandft thus threſolved whether thou ſhoutd- 
* ye bid farewel to thy luſts, and cone over bearti- 
l to'God by Tefus Chriſt. Oh” dilin zenuous Creature ! 
oft thou think thou kaft not provoke and di r'd 


= vitals, 
ember bo 


Bra 

tot yer thrown "AWAY | time en ugh ? ey eo ay 

ar ome c9o ah? by pe feet fog p 

table a r bing, ie it 

whether irwas beſt rover 
| x Maſter ; arid Vis fe ervice ſucha.. Fo 

finders muſt be Wqoed to him FAG. 
(| ardall vine irtle with Fr, on . 
"4 ſtake to remain 0 

andutider' the wrath of God ? as Hye 

xe | Frith which you are plucking upon you? 
| both re ice and time at your own beck 7, are 

1 fitrs of texaniance, , how long ſo&ver you. ſtay bes 
» you ſeekit?” will holineſs Þe good for Pies  here= 

mide ole arc Or are you afraid of being 


er ſsori ? * wherefore bY. gm » Lirs, 
reſolve whether there be any w Yom, an de- 
that work which may be pit " r00 long; but 
roull | Enno nor betoo-jujelty dane: $1 work to which in all 
vos feaſort and conſtience you ſland Engaged every hour , 
zarfÞeven to be divor©d from fin and Satan, and firmly be- 
| Q.z trothed 


hard ,j9 determite 


off th 


ye, you 
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trothed to the Lord Jeſus. How long muſt he fekand 
ſite for thy conſent ? Why ſhould he 4 havethy 

$v:(l as .any other ,? 7Doth Satan deſerve | it Sh 
thanhe ? Did not be die for thee in the prime of his 
years , and why-ſhould*{t not thou, live to.him whilſt 
thou'art young ? When wilt thou have put away that 
wretched -diſobedient anſwer, that its. Yet coo ſoon to en» 
tertaint Him?  Hath he: Rood knocking for entrance till 
his lo&ks are wet with the dew of the night, and is.it 
{till 700/004 to open. to_him and let him 4TH Oh be- 
ware, teaft thy continued ſtubboraneſs ſhould even 
wear 'out his" parience ; . leaſt thy perverſe carriage 


ſhould provoke Mm for ever toleave thee; and leaſt if 


m_ Tthink*{ti it ndt  fime yet to break off thy ſins, and 
odly life,” he ſhould think it time to cut "thee 

ind, {renfrex the” to everlaſting death. In- the 
That all'thy good deligns , what thou 


wi know 


wiltdo'; ,and be hereafter, will not be the leaſt excuſe | 


preſent wickedneſs , nor "make thy caſean 
tr wi Go God; ; nay "rather", they make worſe, 7 


$thou art convinced in thy Conſcience , 


eici'þ teft ro live/akter another Te than; thou 
do29d yer wiltytly 'negledteſt thy acknowledged 
euty;Þ'ho Tho then Ih enough, to ſhew that the 
haſt4id refuge , no efcuſ chat will bold , whilſt th 
ablenteſt. thy ſelf from the Sacrament , out of a lot 


as yetto1 reform thy life ; ,and do rhe 'datics to Ls t 
would'bind thee. Whezefore to conclude, If it beth) 


pitp6ſ& +> continue in any ſinful courſe, come to the, 


Lords Table if than dareſt: for far ber 1t from me. 
ſpeak one” word to eneourage thee to forſwear 1 


Bur yet on the other hand, Go ann. thy. fins ant Fe 


away ;Tfthou dareſt* for thou art in;danger every 
ment of dropping into Hell, whilit Sg dark 


ſuthfa ſhite. "Thou ſec then to whata [t ſin "i 
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-thee,:{o that turn thee which way thou wilt, whilſt thou. 


- willingly carrieſtit about thee, an Angel witha flaming 


{frord ſtands fullm thy way, threatning deſtruttion , 


© whether thou eomelt or comeſt not , whilſt thotconri- 
\nueſt a reſolved-ſinner , thy caſe is ſad and deplorable. 


But-yet one' way remains , and but one that I know 
for thy ſafery?, even with all ſpeed to calt away thy fans, 
ahd' change thy heart and like : and then, come - as 


von as thou wilt to the 'Lords Table, there to pro- 


fefs this- bleſſed | change , and ro confirm, thy ſelf 
therein. And for thy encouragement take notice, of 
two things. _ 325 605 4 

' 1." It is not an abſolute ſinleſs perfettion that here thou 
binteft thy ſelf to-; - even this thou ſhould'lt thirſt and © 
aſpireafrer, bur yer/thou art not to_be diſcouraged, if / 
thou never attain it, till hon art taken into the num- 
ber of the Spiris of juf men made perſer Miſtake.me 
notas if I was' indulging theean, allowance in any the 
leaſt ſip, no , this 'is it I warn thee of, and againſt this 
thou muſt "copenant in the Sacrament, to wit, againſt a 
willing, loving entertainment'of any fin whatever, And 
chow ſhale be accounted true ro this Covenant, af thou 
Hareandftrive aghmſtall, and art humbled under the 
ſenſ{&ofrhy-retaining imperfeZtiqns , being far more 
defirousto be rid bt them, than to retain them, And 3f 
upbatknowledge ofany{lip or ſtumble thou riſeſt again 


| bes repentance , © and recourſe to. the blogd of 


hnſt'for metep;/and ro his Spirit, for freſh ſtrength , 
bemngrefolved: to take more heed to thy ways for the 
4c. wood Ie*is Here as if thou ſhould {t promuſe thy 
ician/, thou woulPlt be careful of thy health ,thig 


E 


b hok imply \ diatthou wilt never he tick more, bur 
lies this-rriteh 'thatth Ju wilt not wilfully 
bomgid! upon'thy If, but wilt'uſt the means thar 
are appaiated. th Preſerve thy health 3 and whatever 
$95 Q 3 ickneſs 


(_239') 
{ſickneſs cleaves -to thee wall be Srophi,, 
thou wilt defire and endeavour to freed & rom 44 
Even thus art thou bound to r rgard the health of thy 
ſoul , and to look upoh fin as onal ſicknefs, an 
therefore never to fall-in loye het 2 + bur do thy. 
rowards 'irs utter removal: Eyen thoſe infirmities he to 
which the' beſt are liable, 'are not to be cheriſht and 
pleaded for, no more than thou as Fs I forthe 
keeping of a little head-ach, or any nas Lim pain.. Thou 
ould nor by thy good will be guilty fo much azofa 
vaint hought, an "aſe. word, qr the leaſt motion _ 
ſin; bur yet it 1s not required ofr ee, ro o Pogue Sw? 
lurely nrer more Ks Ury ae ook of nor art 
thou to judpe thy. ſe acrament , - becauſe 
thou findſt |fuch imperk LOT: rare thee, ſo Jang 
as from” thy heartt i abbome them, OT 
k 


nartly. overcome emptariops tO more 
\ Whilſt thou art PA ri by hea 


to be fd far imperfedt, that it W tbe by SF 
rogrowingrace, and'to jy fork e 

treſpaſſes ;, toimprove.C Moths ek of 

whence thou art fo be Ga nd ada 


with the father,throug mhau may*lt be 

'FThis'I mention, thaxthou may'lt 9 mayR he I ones 
thee from the Sacrament, te by vie fa an engagement 
ro” greater ſtritneſs, than 


lifero £0me up to » fince | do aff  thow:maylÞ 
. tafety' come huther , "Erhow art, "bux. heb reſolve) 


ro do What 1 itn thee oY pleaſe God, and, riot: run} | 


willfully 3nto thoſe ac Which .thou know' 
contrary to his wall. And th this oy whe Ah 
ForyFOpininp of rag Ignorant. 's thatit's 


ple 
et ta receive thy & Sacrament. " dame to rhein deatbe. 


ved; 3s thinking that every ward will damn” 
= Phot bar remember de Folly mat 4 


tor tnan:th.hig | 
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not promiſe neyer to fin more, but not to allow our- 
ſelves in fin; and to this ſincere endeavour to keep. all 
Gads commands , we are before' as y ned by our 
hee m, and therefore by your akon this ſhould be 

till we come to dje, as ſome of the Ancients 
ry _pattly through this miſtake , and thinki _ 
waſht away ? all the ſins before committed. Andi 
ſhould be of this opinion alfo., that rhe Sabrahbnt 
gives you a pardon of all all your former fins, and therefore 
&s good to put it of to your death-bed, conſider well , 
that it's by airy of | per: that you \qo-patts any 


ground toexpedt pardon of {in ; and by t kar te 
to. the Sacr; are ſeals M ph PR $ affu- 
red to tent believing ones ;. fo that Bapriſm'and 
the Firs oper do fe Foy ſeal your pardon, even 4 | 


may hereafter be. commited ; if you oo 
them , and betake your ſelves ro s 
for forgiveneſs: Bi You think, t grunt Faith gr iv 
an ungodly life, to make up Do's, ral 
ment when you are fick, Kings” "th Year t bins Ai- 
on, this will not do the work, 7 5 you Thall rod; to, 
terrour,, if you depend upon't : for tt mber wh 
Kg You, that if you do not truly repent of ſin, it is at 
the Sacrament that will g1 59h you a pardon , 
ntance few upan h-bed have Fs Yeh of 
| | ng you that are for defer wW this 'du- 
ty: you come to die, 1 might azk you how you know 
whether you ſhall nor die ſudden! BY 'or have $7 'uſe of 
T: your reaſon taken away by your Yiftc 


h the Plague, that 6 Miaiſt eripery or er 
with the no er dare come near 
u ? and farther, you ſeem not to conſider, that this 
OP Es Nw Nig helpful Ft no ts , for eo overs. 
coming 9 an y 33 Weaug t' 

bi ip meh an r_ Tt wore; 


You take agues | 


2. Natrely 
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2. Namely, "Thar if thou art but once come up to.a 
reſolution, ro y thy beſt againſt ſin, and t6 pleaſe God, 
and addrefſeſt thy ſelf to the LordsSupper, with an eays 
neſt defire of grace to be here giyen thee from Sn 


What, A mer blow thou = Ry F N 
atan Witnin rnee 


| ERS d ingenuous ind Ja Cs as tobe 
ily os eved, that Sin and Saran a bave ſo much 
inter, it. "thee," d didſt heaftily defire”; that God 
7adld caſt ch __ and take poſiſeſlion « of thee for 
"jb. how good a way walt thou then toa delive= 


by fff, tugging with thy backward heart, to bring it 
to Him, tho hou canſt-not imagine what helphe would ſoon 
pus, r hee: Wherefore lit not down ina faint deje&i- 
on; not, 64h i.n0. hope of ever getting up ſach Yong 
Fo ED ia are ſo ſo deep: rooted ju my natire,arnd fo confirmed 
Les 078, it's to no purpoſe todttempt it. Why'mian, 

work be dane , or thou | periſh for 244 (ef 


_ rit's ddlaid, the harder it 'slike to be: Thy" 
Re TE bng;n of. diſperdte yet; Let' neither” 


God, ; Wherefore rouze thy felt; woy eds up p ately 
nth : for beſure, fer Rilf will bring thy Yeat 
a not Gods power, birask thy own heart, wherher' 


e willing.to. ciited : for tio diſeaſes art tog' 
Fo "the P yh Mo Fine will rake*thee'in band. ' If 


Na wilt but afrend upon \hygand] burtbly begJand ace 


cept 


God bY thee Jabouning ander-the burden of }.. 


ny Re for "Jeſpondency make i it deſperate. : 
The th, oy that are inopoſſ ble wit þ men, are poſeble with- © 
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cept his help , oh how ſoon cane bring down all high 
{ iraginations , . and every: thought that rebels againſt 
him, and ſubdue all things to himſelf. He hath healed 

 andeleanſtd as vile ſinners-as thou,” and fs 
ſtubborn hearts as'thirie. - He can ſo change thy nature , 
and the yery temper and bent of thy foul , that thou 
ſhalt abhor thoſe fins which now thou think'ft thou 
cinſt not live without, ſo that chou wile chuſe rather to 
betorn lirtib from limb, or to rake Toads and: Serpents 
into thy boſome, than to meddle. with what. was once 
{5 pleaſant; and: wile wonder thatever thou ſhould'ſt be 
liich aBaaft, ſach- aDevit, as rotake delight 18, that 
which: was ſo buttful-to thy ſelf; and-{d go 
God. Oh let notthen the A" ſweetneſs of any luſt 
bewitch thee atiy longer, of betray thee.ingo a;flathful 
negle@ of thy duty : If ſin. would haye made thee hap- \ 
PY'; thou hadff Hand; it logplince ,/ 2nd yet whathaſt 
thou wy ot from at , that cotnforts thee to. look back, 
upon it | Or that would dothee any good, ifthou walk | 
to ”w at bis hour "And put1conthy. actount., .no- 
ger at the laſt, _ Butlutle do 

ob appr 


hs. DA _ 
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IS then'at engrh co RPE. 
/ | bedorwinthicafe.” Bind thy ayes a he | 
B9® = gh wicked waies , and to-become Gods. 
ervantz-and come to the Sacrament -with'this; 
Gn aid ences thou maiſt-he£o! 
coligs p60 to keep\þis Covenant 41 
nicks by £0 rp yeen thou art oe kt! 
oi hum. 4 OS the _ Loknfiet +0 oY 
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CHAP. XV. 
bj are not « inperſtll aber, but at variance with. 


our neighioets Anfurred. 
4:06; 
0TH 64s 58 very commonin the mouths of many, 
to wit,” 7ibat they are-at variance with their, neighbours , 


and therefore caumot with Conſcience come to tha 
S—_— whither none ces” that are in 


ep ha LI, ſont ainiat qu 
andther. 


that you re not. arp 
jon not. bug you'll pres 


hen ever in = wouldid- them 


ſh6uld inesd yourihelp? Ir T_T 
en roy reply , that you = thus ellatedted _ 


and chat the malice iz only on rhait part; - and; 


bp Lhall Gippaſs: you [peat tave ; ne; Rog 
a$.40, 


evra | 


, whether, you can.ba Weak 
re pet mans fin, ſhall be 1; laidto yaur 


If-y6ar neiptibour- be maliciaus , 2 12at any, faulr. of- 
igth ? Qr doth his malice make you v4. 
or the Sactament, than his frank or covetouls . 


ny d What and caſe might the beſt Chriſtian be 1 in, 


the power of every vicked man , that "—_ þ: 


Hl 


HE fourthand laſt rhat.I ſhall take notice 


with all men, and commonly they alledg, 


le is theus, But then arther, | 
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him a pite,-to make it unlawful for him to ; Gab 

Sacramenit?" as by your arguing it would be. Suppoſe 
any malicious man Jhould without reaſon pick a quarrel 
with me, and after 1 bad tiſeq all means to p; ihe him, 
þeſhould utterly refuſe to be at peace, what sto be done 
4n/ this caſe 2? Muſt] pee Frogs the Sacrament 
till] can perſwade him to Fn with me? 
that may never be, and renal: 'Fbe bound to athing im» 
poſſible ? or be fo a tofer th N tnother 
wickedneſs, which Tcannot help ? Is1r 
oy rey d rohim'in Je $7 jd, an C 
pro «him whar ipjuries he hath done me ?. 
elſe world thoſe AT Gets the P dang: 
have done, whulſt they were ere maligne 
by altnoſt all Men?” kc $244 find that tl 
" pfetencs to: keep 

oy tie fo fr req 


a quem TR rg. 
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ny oe og 


it them, "or that fe them without cauſe, 
ea they With 4 ak conſcience receive 


'. the 


(236 ') | 
the Sacramznt beforethe. contention is.ended-?; why, to 
this youm uſt evenask , your owa hearts for:an anſwer, 
For (as 1 laid before) if yourhis while haye no malici- 
ous deſign agynlt them but ſeek only to defend or 
right 'your elves; ma jult and lawful manner , there's 
nothing that OY 
thing it ſelf ; it's hot a hn; togo to Law,..ifi the cauſe and 
deſign be good, no morethan it was for the Few: to ap- 
peal to their Judges, to determine. matters betwixt:man 
and man. And therefore when the Apoſtle ;condemns 
the Chriſtians, tor gaing to Law one withanather, way 
the Hzathen Judges , which made it wtrerly-4 fault,” bs 

yet adviſeth them to ſer, ſome in the Chyxchto judge 
bebnktt the brethtep, jri controverſies that tight haps 
drorry pics Ily concernmenss, 1 Cor. 6.4.5 
And theſe fuits ma PRA be lawful on both lides;z 
as when ſuch. a'di & ſhall. happen that carinat 
otherwiſe be Neded's vY n both partiesmight maid 
tain charir, roeach other, \f rhey. were but ſuch as 
dught. "But if withour caſe you "y vexs. by. men 
contention, bers of. "ating our, of  {pleen.on 
-"£ea,or 0 f doing. any! thing meer ___ 
nels: For even in, your. tem Cexn$'y;: about 
your <lats,” credit, cc. Gads inore ould þe' more. 
aifned-at than your own;. andyou-ſhaul fomuch. 
; each to Jecyre' or recover theſe for: ous. own fake, 
inde off may hereby be mgre capable of.hogouring 
God: andif you ſaw that,thraugh.t 
it ; wight more to G Gals ho bony 
cation of your rig] ht tha 
-would be yaut dury wh 
voted themfely Fad al ba 
Aland this : ne ele. 
expoſtulating et the C 
take wrong, 4 and even 
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rouble youunthis caſe: For 1h the | 
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\.towards ſome that; have dorie you- injuries: and whom 
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ather than contend , whereby they did'thenfo truch 
- diſgrace Religion. Verſe 7:"Of that forequored-Chap- | 
..ter. + But yer I ſay, when ras your duty+-to-mantain 
your right, agamſtthoſe that would abuſe'you,you may 
;do this, and:yet'have noſpigtit.againſt-theiy. perſons, 


nor any defire'of. their kurt" if your own hearts" be 


right.; and-may really forgivethem, whilſt you endea- 
vour to-ayoifithe-mury which they would offer yon. 
And let this fuſhce w/e rms , that you are' thus 
well-affe ted rowards thoſe;'tharmake themſelves 
adverſaries ; which. if you -indeed be, I hope I need-ufe 
'n9 more words'to perſwade you} 'that other'Mens mali- 
-cious behaviourtowards you , necd be rio hindrance to 
your coming to the Sacrament; 7 155g) 0595 17 6 
But on theother {ide}, give. me leavero'dealplamily 
with you, allyouthat St upon! this reaſon for neg- 
lecting your duty: , becauſe there's differente betwint you 
'6nd your Neighbours, 1 ſtrongly fuſpect thav-yowyour 
felves are very.muchim fault: and andeed:youtconfels 
as much by youripradtice, whilſtin your wordsyodudif- 
own it ;:; fot why is 4t-yourtnake this agroutd-of ab- 
nd ns Pawnee io acne W-llohdagdelſts 
«cesrel you ,-you-bare fo «WI res 
bours, hare a darigerous thing for you dobro 
.Ob-look back-upon' your ways; andice whetherinſtead 
of bearing; wrongs, you have: notwrong/d-and/defrau- 
ded others. i; Have'you noroppreſt}, or needleflyrvext 
«them, through'eiperdeſigns of: railing your ſelves 
chews Ek tov: carmg blow have: ——_— 
_ trampled upon;;,- fo. you might-butyget your ownends'? * 
Ont you wiltans = 4a this, :yet/laok fairhfully 1ktothe 
temper of your ſouls.” Do you not ftand vilelyaftected 


you take for your-enemies ? ' Are you not backward: to 
any thorough reconcilation with;them ? - Do com eo 


4 A 


LEES 
xrots. rarer your terrts?and expe£t thar chey ſhould come. | 
bumble themſalyr __ bane nk 0 toyou, before | 

Gal ce witht caf 
EIT Joe ner ncti ol 
at't 


not reſolv*d againſt it ,/ler 
oud wretches ! Is this a-trarnocd nll} Ol 


orld ?- when mebud rea rake Fg 
was it began firſt of 2 peace? Hath- 

Ne eenthy exhath and yer are you wry 

gens ant mgeiar ro be'at pete 

ES: fs; may not the: Devil 

forke hath > efi6tigh, ard 


has your eo? Bux ard o younot cheriſh 


ed foleen 

| herd agen eyeng'd owrhern, and makes 
Logan to ſec —— wellavthe' world? where. 
as You could: heartily with their Ry and would &6-- 
Hghttobe in a capacity ofdoing them's nufchief'; aid 
long to-bring them under yon, that young 

GENIEES _ _ i ue» Ever 


ney nas Fs rt me dara fy of any 


cares which f = 


call themſelves Chtiſtians!: Chriftianc ire heya? 
—_—— not tlie; name of Men. LY 
Fr" ating! Mens \thaars;” For Sana > 
reftranthem, y 
rincour; break out into as. 
;your malice 'benot boilfdup 
you harbour fo-much 
rap n+ raps bn nr rr 
'06,; « n*sa 
foulsare yet:under miſerable: Ak ES 
.ingrwuly fanRifed'; your Eve ſtill Une? te power 
falf love, unmortified pride or Mo 
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( 239 ) 
the ſecret .cauſe of this your diſtard with others, - And 
glaſs ! rhough. theſe preſent di were ended , 
you would be-fac from-a firneſs tor the Sacrament, 


. whilſt you abide in the condition youare iv, not has 
» ving; your 


peace 


And therefore you right more truly fay you are not 
bt for this » becaufe you are proud, andcovetous, 
ard envious, t you are at variance with any 
one; only you. hope for ſome kind of excufe', by lay- 
nu pave ton others, butthatThave taken off before, 


with God venmity - 
a 


12%; ink anda: you, if had bens mind- 
 havegotanagreement. now? Or atleaſt, 
dn ve doreſo much towards it , as might 
have ſatirfied your Coofciences, that you were nor in 
fault? Wasthete but anyi'w to-he: 


4 = 


_ frame , be ſure you ſhall never want 

to hinder you. Ms bring you to bet- 
9 pp ons of things, let what I have ſaid:before 
futhce : pt Ifiow haſten tos condlufien;-onl ler mo 
'T e | 
take, winch I endexvbured'to remayeunder the aft 
Qbjedton,. to wit, Thar whilſt you come not to the Sa 


; crament 


, 


( 240 ) * 
crathent ,; you may ſafely \-perfiſt in fich and fuch a4 
ons , or in fuchz temper of mind , whictroughtro be 
changed: before ;you go thirher: tor chus you ſeern to 
, think, whilſt you ſtay away; becauſe rhere are fallings 
gut betwixs: you and otfiers; being ir. ſeems reſolved ts 
continue:in:Your emmity:;and think yourſelves ſecure 
enough ;:cat you come:natchutherran thisevil :mind.” If 
theſe be-your choughts; i pray: anfifer me theſe two 


i 530407775 916 U0O7 HIP 260 | 
. 1:1 How ans you deſireiof God the forgiveneſi of. your ſins 
whil/t-you refdſe.to._forgiod mbers? Have youthe impu- 
dence-to! dq it? Or the-lignorance* and” preſiimption , 
trothink:{ych deſires would've: granted? Seeiwhere the 
contrary 16 expreſly-told-you ; in that iforementioned 
place! Mat:6:15, Nay ;;' rell:me-plainly 5 How dare 
you ſo much as {ay the: Lords Prayer ;: wherein you be 
of God: 41 forgive your. treſpaſſes , as you forgive choſe 
that treſpaſs, @painf} you?; What, do you pray thar he 
would remeber your irliquttes., and them ups 
of-Youg and take ven 
you. deab:wuh thoſe thargffend you. Or 8oryou think 
to make.your-caſc ſomewhatthe. better;by'never ſaying” 


this Prayet,or by leavingourthss: 
gine. this\willhinder God from dealing/ with yor accors 
ding to; -:tenour;thereof. 2:Me-t yaut ſhould not 
word, thdtat you forgivenot, you ſhall not be forgiven; 
whether! yoiuglve/pour:conſert. or.not! If 'you-fay you 
do forgive,your enemies, | then I ask you agam ; why 
UpOnAccoung mop differences you ſhould negieft tho 
Sacrament ? Byt if you-4o,not: forgive them you fee 
it's as dangerous to (ay: your Prayers , whilſt you are 1n 
this mind;, a9 t come to the Communion. ©: 7 7 
2+ But again, If oy nc differenceswith your 
neighboursyey arc unfit forthe: Sacramens , (pray __ 
t 


geanceof you ? Forthusit ſeems 


tion)Oan your ines? 
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think you well, whether uponthe ſame account you are not 
as unfit for death? And dare you continue in ſuch a de- . 
ſperate condition as this * Do you not believe, that the 
thartry which -is required to make you fit for the 
Communion of imperfect Saints here on earth ;; is as 
necAHry for your admuffion' into * rhe -mimanih 
of Saints in' Glory ? Are” you not fir to g0-1o t 
Lords Table ? and are” you then' fit to appear before 
his 77ibune! ? Take this for an. undoubted truth, thar 
if you fo far allow your ſelFin' malice or any other fm, 
that you are (according tothe Goſpel fale unmvorthy 
_, Sac/ament ; if you die in this candy ou will 
rhotpHir pro. -3/ of everls rene Methi Ty then 
you ſhbuld never Rr, r6 livetty ſuch an ſtate, y w ein 
you dare not die.” You' rake it to bea dan; 
to die out of charity with 'any 5 bs Y it tos 
t9 live otit of diarity, or in any oleh 6, He th hoſeth 
are hable to death 'every otteht 7 ore, to con- 
Jude, rify adviſe royou is, that yolt would withourany 
lotiger Jflay goto! gout brothe?;a if you: vewrong'd 
hint, acKrid peut, and makeall due reparation,:and 
do what'in You Hes to be reconciled ro hint ; but if he 
roye' obſlinite , or have wrong: 'dyou, ſv you 
eartily forgive him and cleaf your breaft of all ſpight, 
or de hi hes e'- io beuig Careful 1 in alt otber 
HeſpdY duly to prepar eyout Ges come to thi, Lords 
ay hc to receive a confirmatign of peace berwixt 
he our ownSouls. And thusI have done with the 
| Geer Iota jetions that are made'againk this duty... 
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| XVI. 
Ms, 

 Diretions for'8 due preparation, and right Receiving, 


N che laſt place; } 
Bive ſome Directio ſe who are willing to ad+ 
dreſs themſelves to this 4 A . to inftrut them for” 
their immediate preparation to, their behaviour in and 
. afterthe ſame. Ty th 4 I bave already art large. 
ſhewn what the deſign, of this ordinances, that ſo we 
og the beter know Show to behave our ſelves thereat, 
e thence diſcovered what kind of perſogs Comes 5 
et I ſhall in a few words pres: 
ve , that you may the better; 
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municants ought to be , 
| an a repetition of the 
pprehend and remember it. | | | 
"Rake then , that it pleaſed our bleſſed Lord Jeſus, 
m theevening of that night wherein he was urns p 
ro appoint the Sacrament of his-Supp partly, for 
preſent comfort of his Apoſtles (who ak to be 
down tpon'the knowledpe of his ſufferig -4br" remo- 
val from amongſt them) bur principally. or the benefit / 
of then, and all'other Chriſtians, in the tunes that were 
to follow ;- evertill he ſhould comeno jud » ub; 
which' rime it revcr- ought to be laid down: 1n the. \ 
Church.” The great end of it was ( asI have faid) to, 
preſerve freſh in the minds of all Chnſtians, 'the memos; 
_ Iy of their Lord anti Maſter, and eſpecially of that un-"+ 
valuable mercy ſhewn in his dving for them ; his Death. 


OG. i 
otdingro my promiſe, Leome ths | 
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oo very cleerly held” forth by the breaking of the Go 


, and pouring out of the Wine. But we muſt not. + 


er, that 1t was for anidle uneffeftual Remembrance} I,;; 


of him thathe commanded this duty , bur. for ſuch a-- 
Remembrance, as mighttendto the great advantage of 


® 
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— mm 


our fouls ; even that by remembring out —_” 
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thoſ miſceries , wherice only his death 
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* [they have here a ſhudow 


——_— 


ve migftit be bronghtrohave low mea? thoughts of our 
ſelves,” who were loſt arid:undone, but'recovered” by 
e's that we' might keep up 'ſerife '6F the 
t evilof'fin; which/inade'ns Lable to 
can deliver 
vs, and#(6 mipht be Rtitred iy trove rn; 
hatred of , an reſolutions againſt fin , the tubon of 
tis- Death} andthar -by the ice 'of tis love, 
we m1 Yeothe lronplerengages 
« viſible and expreſs. tatiner 

Covenaii with him ,- and freq 


a familiar repreſentarion of the daſſge ie hat 
rained for mp ;- that hereby Ve 

ned 10-carneſt deſires after them , andſo. 
ſent fitted for the lhicationd 


ive the 7 afd 
ain fourtia; CE CITED 


| jy thoſeptiviledges that de nga 


And farther; he hath ofdind'; thathis dainty owl 
this lively? tiaritiet jv it Rttines'be''y Ny WY, 


thar it freſh ih RE, * Sd, 


mor eifully moved arſuch 
km dT Ley that” Top 
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''Nowus the: ends for which this CG was Up- 
2 wHer kind of that fre 
ent It | ran to be,as'tocheir hs 

Ry ras wht one a 
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of our foul in, qur aprogehesco/ix ; fince here we are to 


exergileand pry farth chaſe graces, which are beforere- 
quired to;he\w $30 45%, but. yet for your ghrer dis 
rection , I ſhell xe} you more partjculasly how you, 


evghs hanzabebuve your evors am laſtly ſhall 
aoP YOHJney: gun; u $ 40 Your gr 
Bat by cbe way. rake notice , " "ha Lupwols 3 you ie w 


tt oy 


mhomiloos-ſprak, to be fah as arc heartily: 
Kame-.to the. .5g nt-40-that; manner , and to 
Cech bath commanded : and therefore 
= its ape wo far on6cN uh. the 
4h. CE eſe bones and 
Your pre "k+ 4 high g! od 
pig ! LEA <oap——Ho as he 
$299; th yo may 
AFE5-:: Ag 
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lane. Lhape before fad Germuh 
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and ſince in,our performance. of th 
oagh to be kept ris alitior 
they were. brought into, by our prep vg ns 
I. Firſt then, 1 Wola, ady ile ” rio ry to. 
| come to the [002 Pos toſet ay 7h: convenient 
| time. for the preparing Four Tous! for this weighty 
work. It is a moſt no b lines, apa ht Ct be 2-4 
- | riouſly taken in hand: Let 
"#1 forily or raſhly.. \Nogthirl w woul ng you ; ns rf 2) by 
r nature , that you ent er 
| come trembling, or elſe ſtay away for. fear : no, but 
only {ce you be very ſerious; ye Fo You Te to be: 
{4 whenever you have any thing t 2g 
when You ſo. much as mention his on or open 
or come to. hear his Word;and therefore ether yo 
more eſpecial gel, fo, draw 1 BE ro bin ina Sek 
uirSuag a miſcarr 


_ q 
4 
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x da 
[d hay 
2 wo _ 


m el 
or ſleeping, Yeu, ar 
parking for I oukad Poe I 


s of far more can reading vs bope , to ſave 
ae. far..ever , than to keep your - bodice alive a a” 
ule ,. LE pay TOY) 'Yelldb both, Hooks, 


A 
will. 
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'2. Having fetapart ſbine tine\, ſcethat you be not 
only got alone, "und your bands taker off your buſis 
neſs,” but. tet your hearts'be with-drawn in oft all 


wordlyrhings? andfer; as in thie _ of God, upon 


—_ ployment of no fmalt&or ce ; and bumbly 


beg of ty that he would vouch e'you his prefence F 
an 


afliſtance inthieſe your preparatipns ,' and in the 
work you are Pteparing foes at'he would ſet and 
keep your minds ina frame faltable thereto; did gras 
ctouſly own , .accept and blefs you , who'in obedience 


ro himhaveſcr upon this duty : and beg of him, that | 


hewould 7 you in'the ſearching of your heart , 
reviewin of your lite , that you may not only 
a hight of fin', buraright ſetiſe of i ts vilenefs, that you: 
rhly 'not on y think of it, but grieve' for it ; and that 
all your atidris'may be attended” with ſuitable af 
feftions, 4nd that iidlt, your may be. fincert and up* 
right, that {oypon good grounds , You may take com- 
fort in'the review of whar you ſha) have'done, and by 

1 reſent” opportunity may be adranc d one ſtep fors 

Toward Youreternal reft.'' 


z: And" when you" have 7 un thus," Let Ne) fill 
work be, 197 ſuch a ferious conſideration. « 
are, bo ate, both by nature and prattice,as may be mi 

tual 'to* brivi Youtd'a yrs entarce, The reaton \ 
Tadyifs you to this uſe foo be 
ed Web een: 63 of = 
dre; mabifeſted ta mankind, whe tows 
thankfulnelutd rg be exttcifed , Fr ci or poflible 

+ ſhould feeling  atkriow! "from ow it as _ a mer- 
cy, if you be <li ſenſible ,&of 
that abſolute"; "netd'yg ang in Eris Joo wok offer 
money to: ors \ wh Yhidkshe has ho great want ot it; he 


mij gli take1 thihs,but not with thar Shankar] that, 
wjorher wall, in 
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& man that perceiyes himſelf ſinking and drowning , 
with what readineſs will he lay hold onan hand that's 
held outto fave him? Thus, the ſenſe you have 
of your own vileneſs, the more will you admire Gods 
goodnefs, in having any regard to ſuch a worthleſs 
wretch as you. The greater yoy perceive your {ins 
to be, the more need yoy will ſee of pardoning mercy, 
the more you will prize, and thecloſer you willcleave 
to Chriſt, and the more readily. will you come hither 


to receive the ſeal of your pardon. The lower your 


humuliatzons are , the higher ordinarily will you rifein 
praiſe and joy. Wherefore it will be very needful , e- 
ſpecially if this be the firſt time of thy receiring » or 
though it ſhould not, yetI ſay, it will ben , and 
profitable for thee to take an impartial view of thy 
ſelf , what a vile unworthy ſinner thou art , thar ſo thou 
maiſt think meanly of thy ſelf,as thou oughteſt to think, 
and maiſt be ſincerely bumbled in the remembrance of 
all thy miſcarriages. And for thy help herein ſhall 
run over a few particulars. , 

Conſider what a {inful nature thou broughtſt into 
the Warld with thee , being conceived in ſin , and ſhaper 
in iniquity, and being hereby a Child of wrath. "Think 
how ignorant thou art of God, how much at enmity 
with him, naturally ; how exceeding prone to all {wn, 
and how averſe from goodneſs, as by experience thou 
haſt ſadly found , and didſt ſoon begin to find, ſo thar 
thou, maiſt well acknowledge, rhat in thy fleſh dwells 
no good thing. And then remember wich brokenneſi of 
heart , how early thou didft ſet upon a trade of a&tual 
ſinnung, wherein thou haſt been ſo conſtanrall thy days. 
' And call to mind the ſeveral ages of thy life which 
thou haſt paſt through , and the particular fins of thoſe 
times: the ſenſualicy and pride, and all the follies of 


|. thy youth; thy nyſpence cf precious time in idlenefs 


- and 
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and fooliſhſports and paſtimes. RefleR alſo upon the 
fins of thy riper years, if thou art yet come to them , 
ſuch commonly as company-keeping, drunkeneſs and . 
wantonneſs ; or an the other hand, covetouſneſs, over- 
eager tollowing of the Warld ; to the neglet of Godg | 

; ſervice, myuring and over-reaching your neighbours , 
-* uncharitableneſs to the poor, Call rg mind allo the pla- 
ces and relations you have livedjn , ang. the fins you 
were therein guilty of, as whilſt you were at home with 
your Parents» at School, or in Service, or any other way 
diſpos'd of : think whether you were got guilry of tel- 
ling hes, of diſobecience, {lothfuloeſs, and unfaith- 
fulneſs, which are the uſual fins of thoſe times. - You | 
will tind ig very grobyble and affeRing, to. be as par» 
ticular ang punctual as you can in this review, as to 
think at ſuch a place, 1n ſuch company, I was guilty of 
tuch and ſuch {ins.. And then fexch in matter for your 
humiliation, by conſigeringthe ſeveral aggravations of 
your fins, as your being deyoted to God by Baptiſm, 
and yet reyolring from him, when you came to the uſe 
of your Jeni z recclying all you had. from him, and . 
yer rebelling againſt him, abyſmg your 'mercies to the 
diſhonour of the giver. 'Moreover your. fins are much 
the more haingus,' who have had good: education, and 
been brought Up to hear ang read the Word'ofGod, and 
have been plainly told what-is four duty , and: yet have 
1,eglected it; who have bad many. a tine convictions 
of the ſinfulnefs and danger of your courſes ,” and. yet 
have gone'on.inthem, and bavg had ſome purpoſes of 
a reformation, and yet have ſoon loſt them ; orit may 
be under ſome pangs of Conjcience , 'oran'a fit of fick- 
ne, You hiye made. promiſes of aniendment.,/ and yet 
&IF came"to-nothing,, but. atrer that'you went on-in-a 
careleF"counle of lite.” You whom Þ now. fuppoſeto 
be titoroWly converted.to God, letit grieve yaur hearts 
We 922.52, are B bonds cha ILL 
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thus to remember the fins of your ungenerate ſtate, 


that you ſhould hve ſo long eſtrang'd from God, and en» 


tertain ſuch unworthy thoughts of him, and do fo much 
to provoke hitn,, whom you have fince found'fo good 
nd] gracious. How can.you with dry eyes think ot that 
time, when you were like others, fooliſh, diſobedient, dee 
ceived, ſerving dryers Iuſts and pleaſures ? Me-thinks you 
ſhould be avg with a kind of horrour when you do but 
reflect upon that difinal ſtate : when you think how 
near You were tothe burning Lake, and yet how ſecure; 
and when you conſider what a meer fink of loathſome 
fins your hearts once were. Oh firs ! was not that a 


fad time, when you could take delight in nathing but in 3 


doing your ſelves miſchief ? when young Hee (weet 
but draughts of poiſon ? ' when the very bent of your 
ſouls was contrary to God and godlineſs ? ſo that what- 
ever had a tendency hereto' was nauſeated by you ? 
Prayer wasa burden, hearing g burden, holy confe- 
rence ſtrange and troubleſome , and a godly-life was ac- 
counted the greateſt toil and ſlavery in the World; fo 
that you could go whole dates and weeks without any 
thought of God , and never feel any hurt in it. Oh can 
you without ſhame remember , how you have many 
a time hearkened to Satan's temptation, whilſt the good 
Spririr of God hath been refiſted and:griev*d? How. did 
your leving Saviour follow you from time to time, and 
by his Spirit and' Miniſters beſeech you that you would 
be reconcil'd to God? and yet you did ſigþborgly and 
unkindly put him off, when he had 12id opett to you what 
he had done for you , and what advantages he cameto 


' bring you, yet you lighted bis offers, as if they were 


inconhiderable things. Are you not amazed ar Your 
own daring impudence and preſumption , to make the 
reat God wait on you ſo long in vain? He who in a 
moment could have ſtopt that breath which he gave you, 
i FER RE nl HERES ol 


4 # Aa a 


( 250 ) 


" "*andthrawnyou into the Hell youdeſerved, that yet You 


durſt diſobey his commands , yea even rejet the ſiut he- 
made to you, to fave your ownſouls. But to proceed , 
you are allo to lp mind your guſcarriages, ſince 
God b wrt abdrh tis grace brought you home to 
himſelt and ſhew*d you ſo much of the evil of fin, that 
you acknowledged your former behaviour to be tull ag 
yileasI have been repreſenting it, and did engage your 
ſalves to hiry , to become his obedient people. Now 
- conlider how or have anſwered this engagement. And 
thqugh ſince that time , your {ins may not have been ſo 
grols nor ſo frequent as before they were, yetthbey are 
now of another nature, and capable of a greater aggra- 
vations, as being committed againſt greater light and 
experienced love, cven againſt that God who hath free- 
ly pardoned you and received you into his fayour. 
Think then how unſuitably you haye walk't to the pro- 
feſſion you have made, and the means you have enjoy'd, 
how unthankful you have been for mercies, how un- 
fruitful and unſeryzceable ſince you became the ſer- 
ants of God, though heretofore you had done ſo much 
againſt him; think how little you have done as Pa- 
rents, Maſters, and Neighboursto advance his glory, 


your ſlips and altings , and partial backſlidings , thar 
you have madeno more progreſs in halineſs, nor got. 
more good by the priviledges AE You, ee 
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bled inthe remembrance of your dulneſs , hypoerifie ,_— 
formality tn religious duties, being either prone ro neg- 

Ietrhem,: or {lubber them over in a cold and drowhe' / 
maninner , grelſe to reſt in them. Call to mind alſo 
your -unfaithfylneſs to the many promiſes you have” 
made of better obedience , in your Prayers , or at the 
Lords 'Fable ; and eſpecially reyiew your carriage fince 
the laſt Sacrament, you who have formerly received it. 
And having by ſuch like conſiderations as theſe affeCted 
your hearty witha ſenfe of your iniquuies, humbly be- 
take Your ſelves to God ; and lay open all before bim 
by a free and full confeſſion: acknowledg what wretch» 
6d hainous finners you are , and how unworthy of the' 
leaſt favour , and beg of him to work and increaſe in 
youthar trye and kindly forrow for ſin, ' which may fit 
you for mergy.” And ceaſe not by your good will from 
this confeſſion , till you find your ſouls even melted 
within you, inthe apprehenſjon of your own vilenefs ; 
but however ceaſe 'not, till you find in your hearts a 
loathing of every fin, and of your ſelves by reaſon of it. | 
Andif 'you have but an inward ſehſe of your ſores and 
pollutions » You will not want ſuch words to expreſxar, 
as will be acceptable ro God? only ſee that you be ſin- 
cere, and let your heart make your cohfeſighs rather 
than your tangue, Labour to be as ſenſible of your. 
caſe , as you would be it now you ſtood before'a Kitig 
whom you had offended,: from whom except you could: 
beg a Pardon, you mult prefently beput to death', oF 
whuch'pardon there was good hope , if he did but per- 
ceive You to be really' ſorry for your fault: O how 
affeMonate and earneſt would you be in this icaſe ! 
and would have words at will to expreſs your (af. _ 
How paſſionately would you acknowledge'and bewatt 


' theoffcnce o {or committed ?' and with what yehe= _ 


mence profeſs againſt ever being guilty of the like 2 « : 


| And 


: Z when you ſaw no other w 
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And how importunately would. Ur beg | for mereR : 


4 importanity d id not prevai 2'T 
" rowards ( , and believe. that. be Nance over you 
nowin your Cloſet and hearkens to your prayers , and 
obſerves. whether you be hearty. a an them 

remember all this while ir.isan, inward $7 Toners 


/ horrence, of fm, wheyeia the pc of yourRgenunce 


__. 


A. 


; conlilts, more thanim bare confeflan 


it, and 
ainſt it wich the eatelt feryour.: wes eſe PEDER 
ogy Seware of taking -up with, theſe : . Beware I 
ſay gf ever you bope for mercy , of remaining any ſe- 
cri hiking to finor the leaſt thoughts of continuing in 
it &ill, whulſt wah a greax deal, of ſtir you revile 1t-ag 
fifchan abomanable thing, ... But rather, if yau nd in 
xt" your ſouls a kindof kankering after ſome old luſt ; not, 
yer thorovly mortified , | betake, your ſelves to thole, 
conliderations which may bring you out of loye wich ity 
as how little.1rs like todo for you, whatan bappineſsir, 
deth now , and will hereafter deprive you of , what a; 
miſery ir leads to, with other the like formerly 
doym; and quit nat theſe thaughts, ull you fd your, 
ſelves turned againſt n.., For once again let, me aſſure. 
/. you, then, and.never till then, is your . Repentance, 
. right, when you arenot only brought to grieve for fin, 


4 to hate! itz; when your hearts are nor only, broken, 
< inthe remembrance of 1t ,. but are. broken off from, and 


| tharowly bent againſt it. 

Thoughthis exerciſe of Regentance ſrems moſt pro« 
perly preparative.to the work you are gaing about, yer 
in fuch a penuteat humble frame would I have yoube, 
even when youare.at the Lords. Table. It you, eat this 
Bread and. rmingle the Wine with.tears , it will. be 
neyerthe works for your ſouls. And multi not_needs 


affect thee to. behold Chrilts, body broken ,.. and ny | 
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ogd-pagred *our- herein figure , and then to think 

;” This was'{in, my fin, even my n+ oþ 
| 


any and all' the wickedneſs of 

= ad ihr tot which he-bare on his own 
'on-the Crofs, -wken he cried out”, my God, my 
od, why haſt tho me? Might'rioe the Lord \ 
call ro me } and even thiwe me rhe Print' of my” man 

grievous fins, in his hands and feet and'the deep fta 
they gore e him ? andyer) ungrareful wretth that Iam, 
e/havel relaldes his love? how litfle hath 
heart been affotedherewith ? where had Theepzand 
NS —_ nde-ns not thus underta- 
rme'? Oh what had'my ins brought me, if 
he had not interpos'd' and kept it off 7 Fife nag and , * 
R—_ been, in venturing upon/{in. | barbouring vo 

and dehgring in firm, , which is {6 hainous a thing, 
that without, of blaod"it- muſt nor be'requr- - 


AO — 


ted;ziand: for which no blosd;; binder ny Ae could 
phtaina remiſſion. How: moreeſpecial ly hainous ep 
15 my guilt, inundorvaluing thi: nnchand 


longs F have-done 2: How baſe was'thy Hearr to 
entertainment tofin \/ after I kad heard'w mEnis 
againt-Chriſt? and todeny enterrainmetit to kim, be 
ter F had heard how'thueh' he had dorte for me ?: Was | 
' his! kindneſs>fſack as to" bleedfor tay fins\, and. ha} | 
not I weep for” them ;/ eſpecially for the unkindaefs 1 ) 
have/ſhewa' ts; him 3 As God" never Thew'd greater 
hve to/Man | thn indelivering up; his' Son for our of- 
fenees , ff fienever ſhewU Side hatred” of fin than 
by'this a&tion ; bog oayrtbannrty Go we ought 
careſt 16 of God, 


hereby 16 be brought ro- rhe 
deepeſt hatred'of fit" od bumilion for it. Bur 
. wn kaww the confiderg- 


Fhave qo m7 more | 
tionof Chrifts death , alin lng us to true Repentance,. 
and what Ithere ſpoke chiefly of a change of Mite , 


may 


_ woths 


= Cory. + - 
may be applied to the particular exerciſe of Repeii® 
tance, whereof I ſhall inſt no more 'on thas.'/ 'Onely 
let me meet with an Objettion, | that may perhaps bein 
the minds of ſome , namely. ; That forrow far fin at ths 
ime, ſcarce ſeems conſiſtent 1hith,thas hope of mercy that joy 
and thankfulneſs, which ere chiefly requitel tn the Cop 
municant. Know therefore ; that I preſs no ſorrow, but 
What isa preparation to joy, anddoth evenanimate and 
exalt it , whilſt, the bumble Chriſtian reflects upon his _ 
own nothingneſs. and unwotthinefs , and-thence is 
carried forth tothe greater adtriration of that mercy 
that hath ſo-favourably regarded him: And take notice 
farther that I would have ths ſetſe of Divine-bounty, 
Cliiefly to.raiſe and keep up this/huriliation ;: whilſt we 
think with ſfives,0h what writched creatures arewe, 


Prowecatuons, us yet compaſſionate towards us, and upen our 
\returnto bin is {2 ready reconciled; Toretiri this ap- 
\prefienſion. of, e in the: midſt of-our: mourmngs ;' 


will make, them moſt /ingehous 4. and: eyet pleafant 
to Ys Eb" hel the eee eandts.cd Gave and 


I could wiſh, that- Chriſtians.cin alt 


coiilidered moreover, that the promiſes of joy _ 
+» pb | cipally 


thusto offend ſo lovinga Father quho notwithſtanding all our | 


\ 
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Cipally tmade to this frame. "The ſpirit of the humble 
and contrite, God hath promiſed to revive; They that 
mourn ſhall ke comforted. And they who come tothe | 

Table of the Lord weeping , are moſt likely to return 
from thence rejoycing. 

4- And when youare wrought to this humnuliation for - 
and hatred of fin, you would be brought to the next 
partof your work, which is, ſteadfaſtly to reſolve by the 
grace of God , never moreto grove willing entertainment to 
rhe ſarhe; but to be entirely devoted to God by Feſus Chriſt, 
to love, pleaſe,and ſerve bim all your days. 1 havetold you 
- howat the Lords re nef gas renew your Covenant, to ' 
perform thoſe duties which you were engaged to, by be» 
ing Baprized into the name of the Father , Son , and 
Holy Ghoſt. Renouncing carnal ſelf ,” you profef to 
place your happineſs in the love of God, and no far- 
ther to or pleafe your ſelves, than 1s conſiſtent 
with his pleaſure ; Renouncing the world, yourown a- 
bilities', . righteouſhefs and worthineſs, andall ways to 
_ , Which are ſet up againſt Chriſt, you pro- 

- to take him alone for your Redeemer, andtoire- 
ſign up your ſelves te him,thathe may bring/you to the, 
fruition of God, and therefore Renouncing the Devil, 
who would draw you from God and Chrift,' rogratife 
your laſts with earthly things ; you profeſs ydur reſo- 
lations to'be led by the Holy/Spirit'of God), in ,thoſe 
wayes that lead to his everlaſting Kingdom. ' You-who 
are truly willing to all rhis "(for to ſuch I ſpeak) I 
would have youin the moſt ſerious manner, to-proteſs 
the ſame betore God , - and eſpecially in the prayers 
that you make in preparation for the Sacrament: Bind 
your ſelves over to him by the ſtricteſt vow , _ that he | 
ſhall be your God, and you'will 'be his people... Pros \...- 
] fefs ro him , that he ſhall be the portion of your ſouls, 

that you will bave nonein heaven but him, and willde- 


fire 
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fire hothing on earth in co nf. hint, thatif he 
will but vouchfafe you his faving love in Jeſus Chrilt , 
you ſhall be indifftetent to all things here below , as 
knowing that in his favour alone you are abundantly 
provided for. Acknowledge his oh gd: to govern you, arid 
diſpoſe of you , being your 

nitely wiſe and good ; org 
Soverarign and Lord, toren 


to take hitn for your 
a fincere , unhmuted o- 


jd. Profeſs to hins, that yourelinquith alt 


j through hisafiftance, ſo teimprove andemploy 


©. Promiſeto him, that neither your own will, not the 
d in contradi- 


wilt of any moreal men, fhall be 'obey* 

ion res And, bethink, your felyes of thoſe: fins, 
es a tape" rpartle way guilty ; in 
thoughr , a or deed: HL: no 
omitted": engage ex-partitu 
thoſe ſins, and'to the Lara 

- then remember undev; what notion you enter into Co+ 
venant with God',. andiwhat-kirid/ of: creatures youarey 
even poor loſt finners's loaded-with much guilt, which' 
you couldnever, by any fatifactl 


thar obedience to-God which he requires, nor vanquiſh 
thedifficulties which you will meet with; whereforeit 
is ofabſotureneceflity: that you accept of Jeſus. Chriſt! 

a your” Deliverer and! Strength: :- for be only 2260 hath 
the Son, barbrbe Father alſo. Profeſs then before God 


your unk willi 
SUS, cv'all thoſeends: 


whickhe offers /himſelf to the 


weekly" Acknowlidge to him} thavyou neither: expetÞ || 
mercy |-: 


d Preſerver , infh- | 


bedience ro his commands, dais to ſubmit to his 


to your ſelves, and give apall into his hands, to'/ 
wittr you what hepleaſeth 3 conſecrating; all te his? 
5. Whatever hedoth or ſhalbaftord you , beuig re- 


ce of thoſe dutics- And 


dn-of your own ma-" 


king', take ofÞ from: your' ſelves; ah@4lſo exceeding: | | 
wealc;,. {6 that you cannot by» your owl. ſttength- give | thi 


tocloſe wittithe Lord ] B-' 
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« raty meritof your own nor fer tpon duty in 
out own ini} = Arey mat aceprance'of any ſeryice 
-$=-4 os won but-that humbly'ide upon 
Chit Wot All har you tend —_ we 
ues Might to'rule over amgd-icv you , asha» 
OS ABR pc flayery wirks his own molt pre= 
tolls bl6od'; to whoſe mild and'pfacions Government 
youwn therefore ſubiait your ſelves.: Profeſs your. walk 
+ 4nd' tarneſt doſirs” to'have your "hearts: purs 
#9 GnAibed by his Holy Spi tir, and your lives 
| Cereby directed ateording Ws, f x9 ts of the yibce 
fel! >'Fhus' profes your Netoyma of Chriſt , 
filbtniſſion to tlie” Spixit, - 'thar you rhay be brotght:i = 
the favour of and be endbled to pleaſe and glariy 
fie hit by/your Rely! corverfarion: forall tends to this, 
overt& inalee you holy in hearranid life. Thereforevre 
niarvied to Chrif ; "that we may-briugfarth fruitumto 
ny 4: An#the fruits of righteouſneſs are: by Feſus 
on Zn ttm ems hr 1.1 1dnbimave 
isthe effect of his death 
ENOTES we mighrbedead ta fn, but alive 
unt6 Ggd, Rom. 6. throughout.” Theyare Chris Diſci- 
Faber briig forth much fruit ro-the.glory of God the 
Fo r5-$- And therefore is the Spirit of life gi- 
- trough Jeſs Chriſt, that we-may be made free 
4 Mack, » iower bf fin and death, that the carnal. mind 
wiphtbe taken away; and we made ſubje&roGod;/'and 
| able to-pleaſe biny'$ yea y thar we mightriniſeup te an 
hipher kind of life! more ſpirirual-und-heaventy:than 
> wee; cn Ee ed the aw; Rom: 8: the 
rt of thar'Chaprer.' - Thisbeing thenithefuin 
es  Aevvote yout flve to God hy. Feſas Chriſt ty deve 
| is big hve wy ear of a4din rift obedience to he. Las , 


1H." you e& raken to Glory>;>: your that are fr 
PRPETCE pare ny tale pronuſes berwing 
91 et wrxt 
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'berwixt God and.,your-own. fouls,,... 45 you nee ths.. 


= 


pave i poten Bag ane ack he 


e nature withthat Oath ,;wl 


Bread and drink the. Wi ne- m the, Sacrament 
krmation-of theſe promiles. Let ens 
beſcech you , whatever you fotget,. nth 

(of ſtraightly engage Jour ad aps, > -; 
\and Gra fe 3 


om this 
£eeor: TT Genie ite. notie.min 


becauſe they are'o 


pry | 


Souldiers were wontto take, to be obedient tothe Gee || 


nerzl, andrather t pa man toforſgke their 
which Military 


red)to.the Service of God. . A yexy, Heathen ancirgh | 
Iy.; when he gave an account ot the dation of4by | 
Obriftians, ſai df them, that | 
their x hem cating _— bem . 

1ge one'andt toabftun rom t mtr 
aa and all kind vfawickednels; zn{@ 


hadbftbe deſign of this 


. Imagine. ww 
Chriſt ſaying, Allthat\will earkenuro me, pas F L 
ſurh as 1 would hopafhem, boeh 8:4heir hearts wales | 
let thernicome and take; the Sacramets..in witwrſs of, : 


reſolution to <leawetg me.' And lettbe yoice of = " 


inanfwer be,:Lard;Lam Fm PE; SSN 
EE my Redectr nov) > Og 


Akt this how phate, th 
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a Sacrament; 'and thi 5 
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the Men and Wotnan expreſs their conſent to a Maes 
tage, by their uſe of the Ring. And hereby thou do'ſt | 
bg 3-4 profebs', - thir thou expedieft Salvation by 
Chriſt apon no ather terms, thar as tHoti ſhalt be found 
farchful Fe making and keeping rhis' Covenant with 
bir. Fhou mayft ealily perceive this is notrifling mat- 
er, and therefore- Naſon there is, 1-ſhould adviſe 
theory be ſerious and deliberate in it; left by thy, by= 
rifie thoa fhonld'lt even bind over thy ſelf to dat 
ti6n'2” for if - thy heart will not conſent to fuch a 54 
us” vette Hhave deſcribed, think not I go abour to 
| frade thee to difſernble with God: Bar yer remem| 
| | there is nothing' in all this, that may afford any nd 
| or dviibting , whether thong ſhould*it do it 


—_—_— 


6 4rnlefs rhod art in doubt , whether thou kad 
So Lad or dartin%d: | for- mas thy heart be 


to fuch a ſabjeQtion to, and clofure with 
ble thou ſhould*ftever be ſaved by him. 


- 


ent of Farh and Obedience , be 

i pre on, is asneceſfiry for thy beit! 
received into asfor thy evi a welcome Gu 

- pray Abt by'the way con er how you have 

ted your- South you | wh have from tine to 

I and never thought of ary 

asthis ;' which yet the very aQtion1t 

[SIE yoir; nor ever By care to be faithful 

In what a darin aring manner Have, you laid your 

Le - opepet to ven And how gfear is that pa- 

itneþ | Hedice which hath þ hen horewith 0? even whilſt 

wet | You have been | pailty of moſt Korrid perjury. 'l 

| : a not this ro Arive you'to: de, 16, : on 

2 rene Rn rhisthin how ar Jen 

| Foun but te yon ilar Be + and will he 

4 Tall reformitfor the 

* the] Whoever you are," that' do 'tlow from your vety 

F- 9 2 hearty 
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(_ 260) ) wy 
hearts render up your ſelves to. God by. your redeemer, 
doubt not of ing mooi acceptance :. you that with ſuch | th 
deſigns do; aſſemble. to this Supper , (and none elſe are 0 
fit to come there Yot you will Chrilt fay , when be looks Þ in 
upon yOu, as Once of his Diſciples who: ſat about ng W 
"Behold my moth. er and my brabren,, Mar. 3: 3. 4] w 
he there adds, wer. 5 vgs pever ſhall do the wi ES th 
the ſame i: bis Brot and Mother. Yea, .to JG n 
md the Lord. Almight) Fr , 1 will be a Father unt "I ca 

;6. ſhall be my Sens and Daughters, 2 Cor, by Y (e 
par: afely may.you regard your ſclyes in. this comforts 
blenearnefs of NIP to: him , which brings me, oy 
next. 1s aght Thin ul aitriigaryo road it! 'f 
.: 5... You that are thus truly humbled for 6a: , ad of 
turned from jt t».God by Jeſus Chriſt, upon, th 

. grounds may , and ought.to belzewe, ,;th hat God will ma 

dal the prom Ft bis Covenant,wthich be hathn 
Fas bo « are. Whereupon 'your a with, AA, ;hok 

'- bo the, ſame at his bands, og 

doit. Hbo ly beſcech him to deal _ you 3695 
to thoſe Gracious promiſes, wherein be: ſec 
'otruſt.. And: abr ſtrengthningot ror ith. 
"der ſome. of. ht of the chem-and. p ; 
_— 
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( 261 ) 
ged from all accufations, and ſet with the ſheep on his 
right hand, and with that little Flock be received into 
the Ringdom, which he hath promiſed to all that love 
hum: And lince you areas yet inthe body, which ſtands 
in need of- ourward comforts and ſupplics , andare in a 
World where youhave relations, triends, and affairs, 
wherein you-are concern?d, you have pronnſes touching 
theſe alſo 3 and may theretore pee T5 Þ beg your 
Heavenly Father , who knows what younced, to take 


Wy care of you and yours, and furniſh you with, what be. 
{cesconyenient for you.; todire&t you in all difhculries, 


and by his providence ſo to order all your affairs as may 
tend moſt to his glory, and your good. . Ask theſe things 
of God, and whatever you percave neceſlary,and doubt 


Not bur they ſhall be. given unto you more abundantly 


than you canask or think , and-look 1ipon them as con- 
to: you by. the Sacrament:. But remembes al- 


# | W aYes, that it s for Chriſt's ſake that theſe INercies are 


hl ſelves unworthy 


conferr'd upon youyſo that youare to acknowledge Your 
Ee reſt of them , andconfeſs it 


uns” you had your own deſert, you ſhould be ſtript of all 
am comforts, and be laid under the greateſt miſerics, Vrc- 
antry fels therefore all that you hope for.,. is on the account 
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wy of Jeſus Chriſt, who, hath purchaſt all rhings needfvl 


for the /happineſs of his people , after a forfeiture was 
made of all by. the fall of Adayy: through him are 
theſe good things promiſed and theſe -pronules fulfilled. 


In the new Covenant foungeg in his blood , they all ac- 


company his perſon ; and gre aſcerrained to thoſe thas 
orduly receive hun, a3 the Wite by taking a Noble- 
man t9 ber Husband , is mads partherot hu Eſtate and 
Honours.'So that haying Chriſt to be yours,all. thatis 
deayen or Earth todo you rod ip yquralhs Ver- 
Carenant which (hal neyer fail; OI 

ath protpiſed, and will do-3h,,__ <-> Þ. 
WO? SJ * * - Where 
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. Wherefore this Sacrament which you are about'to 
receive, being a Seal'of that Covenant ;'you are'to rake 
3t as an afſurance and pledg, that all the bleffings of 1 ' 
ſuch things as 1 direted you to Pray for , be be- 
ſtowed upon'you;in'thar time and order which God ſee 
belt, Here then yon ſte is work for faith, if you w 
receive” the conifoft which this Ordinance holds fo 
And more particularly , 1 ſhall teFyou'in twa words,” 
whatir is for prircpally , and in what nianneryou arg, 
here toexercile faith, eEIEN RY 
' 1. Look upon the Sactament as ſealing to ow afull ad 
free pardon of all the'fins you tand in need of, whether by” 
patureor practice, fo that none of them ſhall be laid ro © 
qur charpe , ſo as tocondemn you ar judgment: And 
or your clecrer procexding herein, Jou are to appfe- | 
bend the Sacrament as joyn'dto the promiſe of preg 
inth Goſpel, arid ſo to look npon it as a Seal annexr t 
a Writing, that promiſeth mercy ro Rebels rharfubmit 
theroſelves : ' And'jP a'King ſhould ſend bis'O . 
with mary ſuck” Writings to « Cottipany of men rhat 
wee rifen up 1m Artns agamt himi', nd rhe Officer | 


ſhould rell them, ' $5} hires apr ation? meſſage ſent you" 
from the King, btrearty ers 5 *H Jo 1. pr! 
in he 'aſſures a Pardon to ſuch of you that will r0w com. 
en, and bere*s alſp his own Seal FE thens for your greater 
«[urance, pll which for your fceurity',” lt put into your 
baud prefect 6 fb yur [bn "They wi 
upon thjs comein;ang take rhefe Papers, haye a pardon. 
9x45 given thery, Which they --| boldly produce, 
if aftcryrards they (Hou be 'deoifed.” Even thus are 
Joo ronrte "Gy Tab ying 16 you 
#131] 
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muſe , bis tain xy ace ; ang here Iftand by his ap: 
pointment togivue ame, You now who ftindfour 


ſelves willng th Fel SAR Chnſt ,-areto rake this Sa- 
CFAMENT As a2 ML that this promiſe ſhall made 
good to-you;, and ſp look upon it, and. with this quiet 


Conſcience, when it is un juſtly clamorous , and {i- 
Face won 


when he haunts yo 
' Jay within y df, here's the Word 


ith temptations to, 


Oy he As all that take Chriſt for 
1 Ne Lord ; Keaxoat which of his Grace I find my 
'ſelt:jnclined and enabled todo, and he hath"bound 


thisword with bisOath , and to both hehath added his 
Sacraments ,as Seals and fhall thi 15 three: fold Cord be 
broken, what ſhould gi ive me {atisfation, ifthis do 


s. | not? wherefore 54a al paran , all T not rather be- - 


lieve thouart aLy yar, who telleſt DBA arid believe, 


:anddo. all that:\can , my {ins are ſo eat they Tan ne- 


yer; be forgiven, than once ſuſpe&That the rhoſt true 


1 God,will ever revoke that which > hath, faid and ſworn 
and - ſealed . ro? And ar the- Ls Judgment Day 
Chrrſt will own/his Hand and Se 


\ and then E Glmnl, 
| he now pardons by his Goſpel. 

[thou trumph with the Apoſtle , 2/þo 
to the pr ny” God*s ER? It*s God 
ishe that condemmeth ? 11%; ChYift that- 
And this:Chriſt with his whole purchaſe is © - 


_—_ to thee, Oh believing Soul. Even by this | 


Sacrament is his; bloodaseffetuully maCs thine,” to * 
waſh off al} the Guilt that, cleaves. fo thee, as 16 thou 
had{ſt been bath%din, hia warm blood t to that purpoſe 2 


| yea much more effectually. 


2-: The othe \Qiretion L would giye you 1s, That 
you take the / + 9a as an gn, of the everiaſti 
Glory, which ſhall ſhortly withqut queſtion be vouchfatr 
te Joo, Whorethaln Redfaſt in your Covenant with God. 
b S 4 \ Here 


- 


is £ AA 


Mu). 
DA magnet go are Ars &, 
as a aeed of gift, whereby, through Chrift, kl I5e#fanee 
in the 4h 4s 1s {rel2d ht "6n,'to which deed lf 
the Sacrament. doth jeat.  Even'as'an Houſe 4 Hilde 
over by the delivery of a Key, and Tatid by a Ti#/5; "4 
there 15 a kind of Conveyance 5f Heavery it (elf Triad, 
ro you by the delivery of the $acratntntal Bread'wnid 
Wine into your hands. And when' you feceive"themh; 
imagine you heard God ſaying toyou Here poor Soul} 
rake this im earneſt of that etcrndllife,aphich'F wen er 


LD vt F 


redfor, will beſtow uponthee Andifthe heavenly King." 


dom þethus affured to you, on condition bf your con- 
' Jinuance in the Love of God', Fau' nred* not! queſtion 
bur all things needful for your pafſxgethither, arc heres 
in. comprehended. If you ſhall have glory given you, 
then be ſure you ſhall have that Grace which may*fir 
you for, and brin gyo u to it, whereforeF ſhall fpealopur- 
ricularly under the next head.” And if y6uare this ith 
ly provided for as to your Souls, do yoy think your Bo: 
dies ſhall be negletted ?. No, never fearir ;| whatever 
ſhall be found really go0d for you, fhall'be vouchſaF'd: 
| What ſhall you have Chrilt MAP pirit 5 Grace; nd 
Glory? and do you veſtion'whether'yotr ſhall have 
tood and rajment ? Wal the Fath& Make his Son Heir 
of all when he comes t9.age,, and wilthemnotafford him 
a maintenance. zill then ? Ouly rE{&#41Fy6ur concerns 
ments to God, to deal with yauis heſhall chink fir j 
and.queſtion not butt het "fg fe <f xll*t6 your eontent- 
ment, if you be reaſongble:® The Whole” World 4s-in 
the bands of your Farher,and it is rior dP want of pow- 
er.er love, if you have not the greaffPſharEin te ;* bur 
- 1tis from his wiſdom and mercy, which Will rather give 
Jourhe beſt, He that ſpared nt b;* 07-17 Ybyr but gelrvered 
nnkp for your, and:hath* given hin to yori}, 'bow' ſhall 
A: nut with him freely give you a!lthim#s? Ron! 8144; 
iy h Would 
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Would you have a larger word ? Is there any thing you 
want not contained iithis? "The Ve you,a ſee, 
1-Cor. 32.1, '22. Things preſent and thmgs to 60me, 

are marc ye being Chriſti, FI as Godlineſs thus hath 
the promiſes of this hfe , and that whichisto,,come, fo 
both ſorts of promiſes are hefe-confirmed to you by. the 
Sacrament, Which isa Seal of that full, Covenant, where- 
in bleſſings both of the right hand- and of the left, are 
given to Behevers. Sg 

+ You rmay ſee then, I hope, by this time, that this is 
no common Bread and Wine which 1s appointed for fo 
great'\purpoſes. If a twig was given. into your hands, 
ned on me great Eſtate was conveyed to.you,. you 
would valve it ſure above a common ſtick... Wheretore 
if you would not be lamentably wanting to yourſelves, 
and; Enenues to your own comforts, I beſeech; you, all 
you-that'love the Lord Jeſus, know your own priviled- . 
ges, and fix theſe things firmly in your nunds ; and let 
not the greatneſs of them hinder your belief, lince they 
aro as ſure az:great-;- but ſee! that, you apprehend a re- 
ality inall that is done ar this boly 'Table. See. Chriſt 
himſelf in the Miniſter, ſee.alſo the benefits that come: 
by Chriſt in the Bread and. Wipe, and. ſtedfaſtly be- 
heve that theſe are given- you by. Chriſt, as verily. as 


the Elements are given you-by the Miniſter. For par- 


don, and right to eternal life,are things to be believed,not 
felr, ſo thar it.is by beljeving that you mult receive the 
Ebmfort. of them. Wheretfore., beg of God to. clear 
wp theſe things to your apprehenſions,to remove doubt- 
mgs, to.{trengthen your jaitþ, jand to joyn the inward 
Seal of tus Spyrit,/ ro the outward adminiſtration of his. 
Ordinance. And do you -take.the boldneſs, though 
with:the greateſt humility, to profeſs, to God, that . you. 
take this Sacrament-as an. earveſt. of all thoſe mercies. 
which you hope for from his bounty, as hereby "oy dew 

liver 
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liver _—_ ſelves, and all that you have and are, to his 
will aud pleafure. And as'an Earnef | both 
gem eur hp oynh te were ore da 
Ment, 1013\ A 
hanſelf 'to his Creatures ; Parwoy th onely' from his 
Bounty, butfrom his Juſtice and Faithfulneſs, may 
pu ex whatever he hath promiſed 'to'do» for you, 
here being thus,a Sacred Coyenant tranſaSted betwixt 
God and your Souls , ſee onely that you benottreache» 
rous, and Heaven and Earth ſhall ſooner fail, than God 
will departfrom one tixtle of allthat he hath daid With 
confidence may you laok upon God as your - Father 7 
| Chriſtas your Head and Husband', the Holy Spiritas 


your Cortforter and Guide', the Angels as your friends 


ready atChriſt's command to do you Service,the Saints 
ut both worlds as your Brethern; and the full enjoy- 
ment 'of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, in 4 
joyful communion of Saints and Angels, your afſured 
6. Since” you in your ſelyes are poor1mporent crea 
tures, who without Chriſt cal donothing; barimuatt be be« 
holden to that Grace, whichtrew you'to this Covenant 
to hold yorinir;, and t6helpyouro perform your part; 
and lince there is of this Grate,' eveninow:to be gwen 
bur rothe prepared Soul j-Lerit be your rareto get very 
ſenſible of your Spiritual wants, and to come hither earneſt 
ty defiring and _expeting # ſupply. Conſider well 'with 
your ſelves , what Grads you--find 99 water ul 
yanting,' what duties youtrEprone 20:tml1n,a 
Fatnbly beg Gtable hel-and »fliftance:  'Examine 
ruremprations'youare noRexpoſeditog and ofrneſt 
 evercyingby ; what coffiiprivtis you kind yer-Rrongeſt 
 ' 3ft you, fd, efpecially* what woſefins'4re'ro whichgou 
afe inclihed molt by narateY and cuftons, :.ar aremoſt 
iitanger of by your” Employ Mons . _= 
be orld, 
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World, 
God, an 


proviſions for the way, even thus bounteoully an 
deal with you. Oh Believers. Hel pur ſtrength into 
Joy 


coour needy Souls, He is the diſpenſer and fountain. 


F 


plain reference to this Sacrament, Pops 1{mbeing mens 
cioned at*the 'beginning of the verſe. -Comehither* 
| then 
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tnen ,, On. ye-thirſty. Souls ;/ and be- refreſht with the 
waters of life that ſhall flow in upon you.in abundance, 
Open your mouths wide, and they ihall be filled: Be 
oe Rraitned 1n. yourſelves, for the bowels of Chriſt 
are not ltraiphtned rowards.you, Bring: hither capaci- 
_ enlary I hearts, & you ſhall carry away accordingly, 
The N14, by rhe Spirit, . which is. ſhed abroad upon 
you » 5 like the Widdows Oyl, 2 Kings 4. 6. It will 
__ ſtay running whilſt there 1s room to: receive it. Oh 
why I 1trhiea,that weareſoempty? The fault-is not in 
Chriſt 1 We mult needs acknowledge : _ bur let us exa- 
HE Whether -we have not ſtuft our hearts with other 
N93, thatleave little or.no room for Grace to be pou- 
red there; Are we not fll'd with the love of earthly 
thingy?  1s.not our delight moſt of allin profits and 
alures ?. And our delires eagerly carried out after ' 
them . Do-not Creature-comfarts ſo poſleſs and fill 
ts. that they. even thruſt forth rhe Holy Spirit from his 
Babitation?; Do we not gricve bim by our carnal joys , 
and cauſe hzm to withdraw 1r0::: as? Oh! for 4A. 
letit be no.longer thus with us. Alas ! how. hitle can 
theſe narrow hearts of ours contain af the fulneſs, of 
| God, though they were widened to their urmoſt preſent 
\CAPACity.?., And ſhall we pinchand {traighten them yer 
{more ,,. by, entertaining. every trifle there ? Thus 1s that 
room Which the King of Heayen would have entire to 
{kimaſclf, and ſhall every common Gueſt, ; cucry Beggat 
' be lodged, there ? Is it fit. that Money-changers, and 
* Merchants ſhould fill the Houſe of Gag? Thai it ſhould 
be a Thorow-fare for every Vellc], FL Fmaipoy and 
 pnclean thing ? Oh let your hearts then be conſecrated 
Phiri for the Holy Gholt , . not Dens of ſuch 


- 
: 


eves 8s rob God. of hisdue,, and. draw away thoſe 
'gefires and affections which he EN LrCha gy And 
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Kid of Glory may come in. "Nowin anefpegal 
| wx, depen be emptied ofall traſh,that 
be be fill with the good things which are here dillnþured. 
If you were ſet to in heap of Gold, and biddeh toc 
away as-niuch as you could nom jp 6 , You would 
dirt nor ſtones in that would” make t 
| hold fomuch the le f. Looſenyour ſelves then'from the 
| 
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inordinate loyeor thought of any created Good , your 
[Houſes or Lands, your pleaſures or employ yrrients; with- 
: draw your minds as much tble trom all temporal 
- concetnments; with which whilſt you are takenvp, the 
| edge of your defire after Heavenly things is extreamely 
| abared/: And f you comenot hither with grear expedn- 
. tions whichare like to be little the better. If you have 
| no higher deligns', but with & little ſeeming Devotion 
; ' to eat Bread',/and drink Witte, then Bread and Wire 
| arethethe beſt things that you ure like ro meet withFor 
is itprobable you ſhould fridthat which you bs look 
- after? »Burif thou comelt Kithes with ard 43 
1 neſsafter preater meaſures of Grace , thir! - 
. hving Go or wer Hart pants Sanborn ro FUN 
as the t # r Goes : 
7 then fearir-not:,; ego - wy es ſha nes oily 
::canſt not pleaſe: God better”, ahi by-KGDg oe th the 
Kone & beſt. chin gs from him, whicb bririg moſt plory 
..to himſelf; anddo moſt good to thy Soul. earneſtly 
then that by the power of his Spitir accompar ing this 
: Ordinance , thou maiſt pattake yer more of i new and - 
[Divine narure; that thou maiſt find ſtrength; and vigour 
- diffuſed thro the whole man, and maiſt noW receive 
- ſome: ons of that light and life, which Chriſt 
- came into:the World that his people might have; "and 
, thatthey mighthaveit more abundantly; now pry that 
'bis Death and Reſurreftion may have their power 45d 
| nes tons forth from 


for 
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livered from that liebe, elnels and diſtraction, 

wherewith Tam haunted in holy duties., Oh that 1 may 

purge epath hero: a to God, and carried 

d cheerfulneG in his 

xs 1 may be'better- enabled far a conſcienti- 

faves th of Emp duty , an every place ;and relation 

that 1.do. , and. inthe whole courſFol my life. 
[Bleſſed God, y 4 who. knowelt the ſtate of my Soul , 


Lavrgerias CON» what. thou ſeeſt I need 
; moſh. I. hi hard 


heart, Lord ſof '1t 5" a dead 
much in k,;:Lord lifr 


(Scho nv ;ana teeny; ne thi fon 


ggin ! beſtowing'ms &g 
ak 61 0 ip chndene & like to. E 
? God, are the meraics thou. 67-96 anal 
Og to ask.; ers og art 
wogrto FOuey thive WANCEs z;! things 
thereforedo.1 wait upon; thee thisday:,' with no lower 
aims do 1,gome tro thy. Table; with ſuch precious 
pans hg {ord Jeſuswohy to feaſt his Gueſts, a of 
his infqute, fuloeſs ivis ; -:+hat 1 hope to. participate 
through him it is T hopeto-he ftrengrhned Lex naar £195 
. ay, inger, man,' exen;to-be made ftrong by the Grace | 
thar) is 2m Choift Jeſuge; Ohy; will the Headtet a-mem- 
| ber periſh? Shall'a branch wither for want of ſuccour 
. and -jaice?" Bleſied Saviour, thou who waſt ſo willing 
to ſhed thy blood forus;, art thou not as willing to be- 
| tow the fruitsofir upon.us?- Art thouwnor ſtil we 
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cifull and: as ever thou waſt Þ 'Thowwhi dldſt; 
onceſa reddi De baſes, __ cure all thar- core” to/ 
thee, haſt thou not as mucki me to pl one xe bet ?' 
Ligd, I believs thou artas ady 10 help as) 
ever? 1 if thou wilt, RN OREN imp) 
hope that thow wile. ; Ourward means. without thee 


doir, yer herethou haſt-bid us attend, 1 S 


Edoz waiting for the deſcend of rhy Bibby Spirir - Oh: 
grant the requeſts of thy margins Say to me, - Be 
i unto theeeven as thou itt; Vit at ever end wc 
Lord , let! 3t! be unto me, mo ever 
firongly inclined to'do thy 
up} our: ſelves; and 
r bug 


bagge wtha Faith gory ava Foe 
©; and beaſfured ; ark rang 
as You are ae 5 and Ged'ih his infirits' 
Golns imetuopeetinatodont grhoed with tw 
you; ma Hoon vr ip 
uet, you may cheerfully 
Z 7 From-all that aly rltosyor waywogh 
the metcies heve-commennorated ' beſtow® iid ordr] 


to, it willappear moſt reafanabie and jaſt', Hat 6+ 
beart 7 roar g's enemy ſhould bor be raiedr | 


are 


OREN Tint fans 
love and rhenkfulneſs, cauleth- joy tos, aviry 


frame 

tions being inich in order t6 it: | 
get ſenſible'of-his miſery, and humbled for bis Gin, that 
he may havethe more co afollicins chankful ſenſe of 
che mercy: that piticd and | bim.' Wherefore 
labour much vl your felves; even before-hand; torife 
up idk and Page temper ,- which will 
prove 
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hath revealed to anknband; in-Jeſus Chriſt, which thingy 


the Angels themſelves deſire to look into : Ponder well the 


ſeveral: hcaghtning. ces. thereof: 3+ the mean 
neſs, Ganfuloeſs, end teiery.cÞ man; the Majefty. of 
Gad, [the dignity of Chriſt. the greatneſs ohiz codes 
ſceg({10n;and; ſufferings ,; thefulneſs. andtreenteſs ot his 


purchale and offers. Srudyall his dealings w ma on 


, whereby. he hath accom 
of his love, and continuetbeſe m1 


ſelyes 19 


you ths 


LIK 
ſings; 


all your feel aifire of laveand (joy kindled 'within you? F 
Is. not Satan fo far have: lus 'will of you, as to caſt 


you into theſe dejetians ; and groundleſs perplexities, 
which. will rob God of lliopriicand yau of :your:com- 


and 'hard[' > ne detutatne 
ingngene Here :Have quote the eg 

ſtratian at. WT het , to /confute him ? 
Would you defire,or can you have 


the gracigufaeſs of his-nature , than that very'mercy 
nn remember ? eyen hs giving his 
only San.to die whilſt-we were yet y & £706- 


es And did he of binovinfve grace, without our king 

againſt our deſerying;provide a Saviour for ns, and 18 
ra unwilling co fayeus 2: did he find out a meapsfor 
gurrecenciliation to-hjrale]F,and.is he now backward'to 
be rectintaled ? Does he dow ymportune us to take, that 
which beis unwilling to:giveus? Be not;[ beſcech you,of 
ſach ancaGe-helcf of the. De Devil's groſs:fallacies, and 
fo hardly Atawn to believe: what God hath not onely 
faid, but dane, fo much-to-make it paſt! all doubrings. 
yrs arguing muchatter rhe ſame manner , 
_—_ +6,7,.8,9, 10. Oh let your hearts thetr be fill'd 


zen of that love, which Gad: hath 'hercin 
expreſt 


ſo. acceptable both-to God and'-your ſelves; * 
[pena Frome uy vgs thatargazing x mercy , -which God - 


boys berhimnotbe tble:to perſwade you that God is 
cruel-and unmerciful, 

ngeſt, 'and moſt un» | 

a greatet evidence of 


vv» << = wit own nin» = * wh, me, a 
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' may it be maroullons by our eyes, Great t 


good, and bis mercy*ndur 


goodneſs , and for his -wonder{ 


think whar a deplorable condition we had beenin{af 
"Goda left usin-the a to whomwe'had 
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to men, the wondrous greatneſs whereof is 


L fack » thatit almoſt ſurpaſleth our Faith, and doth far 


ſurpaſs our full comprehenſion. That there oY be 


away for the recovery of ſelf-deſtroyi pu, þ ſinners, cons 


trived by him whom they had offended , ' and brought 
about by the death of his own 'Son zthat they fe. 'be 
raiſed to the higheſt happineſs, ,'evenan eternity' of 'the 
moſt raviſhing joys ,/ 1n neareſt communion with the 
z andall rhis'to. be had for « cordial _ 
thankful ; This is the Lords doing, -and'well 
s bath rhe. 
Lord done for us , whereof let our ſouls be Ifanhoſt 
of "Angels innate ompwrte xclaim theſe good 


har 48 For y to all people, ſhall not the 'Congre+ 


Huber back their Glory be to Godins 
rhe N Mrbef, ws hath ſent on earth pegce, ad ſhewn ſuch 
good will ro 'men? Oh give thanks unto'the Lord, for he is 
eth for ever. Let the Redeemid 
ef the Lord ſay ſo, whom be bath redeemed:from the 
and of the enemy. Oh do you praiſe the Lord for” his 
: works to the th | 
men, who hat ſhewn mercy non} ſi in darkneſs, aud 
in the of death ,and bath broken the gates of aſs & 
cut the barrsof iron in ſunder , and bath ſent his word and 
healed you, and deligered you from deftruttion. Oh do you 
ark the ſacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works 
wit » Pal. 109. Call upoy your ſouls with, 


'the Plalmiſt in another place', ' Ble he eLordgh my ſoul, 


.and all that i within me bleſs har Bleſs the 


 Lord,oh my ſoul,and forge: not all his Arora. coor | 
3- f bines 
| oe rom deſtruftion, and 1hocrownstbee withloui 


uities,and healtth all thy diſeaſes; who redeemis 


5 and teuder mercies, Plal.1043. ft! the begining: Oh 


enſlaved 
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ebflayed! our ſelves y and had never lookt after,us more, 
Oh whata dungeon had this world then. been ! where 
we :ſhould Bi lived in- darkneſs andfetters, in,horr - 
zgurs and.torments , andall as but anmles and: | 
19-miſenesinfinitely worſe, and aljogether unayor | 
Bit-Ab bleſſed , age for eves praiſed behis Nome mo | 
hath; y1Gred ahe. earth with his-gobdnefs ,; and. .canſed 
the cog light to ſhing 4 go and; diſconfolate | 
places, and hath proclaimed liberry.to the eaptive,.and 
theytna ſtrong hold ; ts which he hath called the Priſor | 
mri ef bope to turnthemſelves »'baving-laid help on pre + 
that 13 flighty,G@nding forth the pr'vſeners out of | he prey 7 
bhe blood of the Covenant, Zach.y.1:1« 'Fhisis that blood } 
-whichby'the Wink ja 4be Sacrament is repreſemedio } 
$5) yeazWhich is thereby put into-yonr Hands, and gr of} 
yen youſtddripk,, in.rememberarice bf that which was | 
once ſhed: for' you. And: fhall .nor the hearts-blood- of 
\yourdearelt Lord-warmand revivEyour ſouls , _—_— : 
{on em—_—— our love ?. Will you not _ beg 
of the heavenly Chore ; aſersbs "3H 
Cl \glory and power to-bim that fits uponthe yy et to” 
| the Lamb for ever and ever, who by his bloodredeemed us, 
-#nd makes us kings ed priefts unto God, Rev. 5. This is: 
\ that-hlaod ro which you, owe all that you have or Hope 1 
for; This quenchr thoſe flames , whichelſe had fedup- ! 
brvgyoud for everz: This ſatished that juſtice, which ole 1 
_ had laid thold on-you for your diſobedience ; This pur-Þ 
£ war an jnheritance',. which flyer and gold could not- 
3 This pur perh the conſcience from dead works, and } 
"the: but fruitful unto God 3.» This pacifies the 
\Gonltievce, And appeaſeth. rhe difturbances that ſenſe 
\of puile-45 apt.taraiſe;.By this blood of 14 Lamb, tis, } 
rithat: the Yaintsm: all their conflicts ds over come. | 
- Jeng auwith-held the moſt affeRtionate hearty thankful" 
yn aq this > aha blood? _— yr | 
7-fta ou 
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| fhoitferen be prigedin our ves, -a5.n0t Knowing 


kiolv to givexehtenough to bur affections,. eſpecially 
when: our. blkeding:Lood- is ſet beforeus. Obler him 
wholly paliſsyeyy thoughts ,; and \do you view rhar 
tranſtendent love which he 'manifeted-in his whole 
courſe, -but-chiefly inthe cloſe of it, that all may beger 
m you[ſome anſwerdble'returns of loves Read;z/as you 
have leifire ; cthoſcheavenly ditcourſes which were his 
Farewell Sermons to his Diſciples, and: his laſt Prayef 
for :them/,ovhich you may findin the 14,15,16,17. 
Chaprers of: Fabn,: and ſee there how love breathes in 
every line. [Folldw'/hinv tothe Garden', and there hear- 
ken to his ine ; and behold his bloody ſweat , which 
proclaims him-to be /ick of love, of a lovethat would not 
be PSAEY thoſe crimlon ſtreams.No,thill he gaes on, 
2nd gothou after /him with the Woman thartollowed 


tim to his Croſs; and weep not , if thou'canſt forbear, 


whilſt there thou' ſteſt him die for love; even for love 
oft thee , poor ſoul ,” who do'ſt ſincerely love him. Arr 


thou nor aſtonifht at the thoughts of # ? Wharcould' 


the Lord Jeſus ſee.in fuch miſerable worms as we, that 
ſhould incline hin ro undergo all chis en our behalt ? 
Nay, there's/the wonder, he faw nothing, andtherefore 


" he underwent it. * Nothing, did Tfay ? yes, hefawour 


guilt .and defilement ; for which be might bave juſtly 
loathed us : Burke ſeeing all this our miſery , was ra- 


; . ther movedtoa compaſlion for-us; Such a compallion 


as neverdweltina mortals breaſt, that he ſhould'pity 
thoſe who pitied -not themſelves, and dye to recoyer 
thoſe who had even murdered themſelves ; yea that he 
ſhould die ro make them happy ,” whoſe fins were the 
cauſe of his' Death, and even merit mercy for ſuch as 
had no mercy on him,” 2nd givelife to them who took 
bis away. All this was voluntarily done by. the Sor of 
God ,, who became Man, on purpoſe that he might nt 
| Tz al, 
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and do all this for the ſons of men. Let Plays and Fifti- 

ons be hiſt off the ſtage, let Romantick folkes be ſha- 
med into obſcurity : for here is that which alone de- 
ſervesthe name of Love ; here's ſuchgIruth, as com- 


mands our belief; ſuch worth and weight: as calls for' 


qur regard, and ſuch' ſtupendious greatneſs , as may 
raiſe our wonder. Here, behold the: power of love in 
the faireſt diſplay of it, that ever was made to the 
world, fince its foundations, were firſt laid , beyond 
-- which imagination it ſelf cannot aſcend , nay , which 
falls vaſtly thort of it; how vaſtly ſhort then doth ex- 
preflion fall ? but yet oh that we could feel as much as 
that little which we ſpeak ! Was it ever before known, 
that the ſhepherd ſhould lay down his life for his 
ſheep ? not for. innocent ſheep, but- to reduce wilful 
Rraglers to his Fold ; That he who was Lord-of all, 
ſhould die for his Subjets? not for obedient Subiedts, 
but for Rebells appointed to the ſlaughter. Thus conti- 
nue thy meditations, till they have ſo good aneffeft up- 
on thee , that if Chriſt ſhould appear tothee at this in- 
itant, asthou art got alone, and. ſhould call thee by 


Name , as once he did Peter, and ask- thee , Soul, Loveft .' | 


thou me? thou m'ghteſt be able truly to return this an= * 
iwer, Lord, thou ; er that Tlowe thee. And thento © | 
affect thee yet more, conſider-of Gods faving love in 
Chriſt particularly revealed to thy Jjoul, - that he was 
pleaſed ro ſay to thee, when thou ivaſt mn thy blood, Live ; 
Calling thee qur of darkneſs into his marvellous light , 
laying hold on thee by his Spirir, and recovering thee 
to himſelf, when thou waſt running far away from 
him; and many a time preventing and reſtoring thee by. 
Fas grace, when otherwiſe thou hadfſt utterly ruin'd thy 
ſelt, Oh praiſe him' that he left thee not in Saran's 
kingdom, under the power of thy luſts ,. but with a 
Rrong hand and- out-ſtreched arm brought thee out in 
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that houſe of bondage; and magnific his name when 
thou beholdeſt that blood wherem thy {ins were drown- 
ed, asthe Bejprion in the Red Sea, Oh bleſs his 
rtame thathe did not ſuffer thee to: remain dead in treſ- * 
paſſes and ſins , yea , that he did not ſtrike thee dead in 
them, and ſentence thee to the ſecond death , after 
which there is life no more, - This is a fit ſeaſon for 
recolleting all the ſpecial mercies of thy life , which 
God hath ; Jr either to ſoul or body, to thy ſelf or 
thine, all which thou art to. look upon as vouchſafr 
through Chriſt, which makes the mercy inhnuely 
greater, 1 
And when you have thus endeavonred to get your 
hearrs brim-tul with loveand joy ,  come.and let them 
riſe higher, and boil over at the Table of the Lord. 
Let no ſadneſs appear in your looks , nor a tormentin 
thought by your good will, ſeize upon your hearts this 
day, Come loathing fin as much as you are able, bur 
come loving Chriſt.as much ; Have as low thoughts of 
.thy ſelf as thou wilt, and be as humble as thou canſt in 
remembrance of all thy vileneſs, bur yet let thy Soul mag< 
nifie the Lord, and thy Spirit rejoyce in God thy Saviour. 
Thy Gracious Lord will not upbraid thee with any for- 
mer unkindneſs and” neglet of his love, which thou 
art heartily aſham'd of and forry for. Wherefore though 
-thou maiſt come blyſhing and weeping, yet come nat 
into his preſence daunted and def PR He died 
on purpoſe to eaſe your ſouls of thoſe fears, which 
make you all your life time ſubjefF unto bondage. Will nor 
you receive comfort ,: for whom he hath ſhed his blood 
thatit might be your Corgial ? Ler him ſee you then 
improve 1t this day to th#t purpoſe: for your health 
and pleaſure, if it be ſolid, is his delight. And if 
he would have your joy at any time in this World full , 
now iris; If you muſt ever "w_ erejoyce , this | am ſure, 
3 'E 
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'g aft an. This is our moſt ſolemn Thanks giving 
Feaſt. Oh wonderful! 'That the commemoranon/of 
the Maſters death ſhould be the Servants Feaſt... It i 
his pleaſure to haveitſo, and let usthankfully comply 
therewith, Inſtead of his Vinegar and Gall , he gives 
1s Bread and Wine, and better things than they. Here 
he hath, made according to his pronuſe, J/a. 25. 6. 
Al feaſt of fat things , af af of Wines on'the-Lees, of fat 
things full of Marrow, Wines onthe Leas, well refined. 
And you may be ſure the Maſter of this Feaſt , whoens 
tertains his gueſts. -with-an. affeChon as (great as their 
fare is coſtly , would not have them fit there ſad and 
dejected, as if they liked not their proviſions or thought 
themſelves\not welcome, Would it pleaſe you taſes 
your friends in ſuch a poſture at your 'Table ? Oh que+ 
ſtion not your welcome,, all ye lovers of Chriſt , but 
when you arethere aflembled, 1magine that you heard 1 
him ſay'to you, Eat obfriends, drink, yea drinkabun- FF 
dantly, ob Lt Here he bath brought you into lis 
Banquetting-Houſe, and his Banner over you ſball be 
love. Here will he comfort you with Heavenly Manna; 
and ſtay with Flaggons all you that.are {ick'of love; 
YouChildren of Abraham, that come fromthe ſlaughs 
ter of your luſts\, -here doth your Lord, meet you as his: 
type (Melchiſedeck), met, your Father, Gen, 14. 18... 
- Setting before you the Bread and Wine for your re- 
-  freſhment, And here wil} be bleſs you; He ſhall caule | 
You to fit under his ſhadow, and his fruirſball be ſweer 
toFour taſt. Here 'may you expetthe moſt comfor- 
table communion with'Chriſt , that is;to-be had in this. 
lower World Here then'beherung in lowing him 2vhbom : 
you bavenct ſeen, but whom you may, hete ſee repre- 
ſented, do yau rejoyce with go unſpeakable , ond full of 
fory.. | my 2 | 
p $. Thar your hearts may be more heavenly in this 
No Pb a0 wigs ona Vos Þ work , 
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work, and fo more apt tobe fill'd with joy, and to break 
out in praiſe,. letme earneſt] wr" be hereto have an 
eyeto.a glorified , as. well as a Crncif [Chriſt , to reniem+ 
ber nor only! his humiliation , butchis exaltation.” Jt 
was the mind of Chriſt , that his Refureftion , rather 
than his birth.or.death,, ſhould | conſecrate a weekly 
thankſgiving , to be obſerved/by the Church in all ages, 
which ſhould be call*d the Lords own day, and be ſpent 
in his praiſe and ſervice: 'This beingthe accompliſh- 
ment of his labouts ;- his final victory over dearth, and 
the graveand all enemies that-did affault his own per- 
ſon, the memorial whereof, muſt therefore needs be 
moſt rejoycing to his ſervants : And as his Reſuyefti- 
on cannot be, remembred without'his birth and'death, 
which muſt of neceflity precede'it, no more can his 
death be here rightly remembred, without we alſo'bear 
in mnd his Reſurection and Aſcenfion to Glory. ' Can 


3 weremember what he was, and not.think what hes ? 


Was 


Sad meetings had we made indeed if our Lord had been 
held under rhe power of death, if ſuch a thing may be 
imagined :. All. the World then might well bein the 
diſconſolate poſture of the twa Diſciples, that were tra- 
vailing: to Emaus, crying out, We truſted this had been 
He who ſhould have redeemed Iſrael, Luk .2.4-21. Then 
would our faith be vain, we ſhould: be yet in our ſins. But 
we may now comfort our ſelves, and uſe the Apoſtles 
gradation , ho ſhall lay any, thing tothe charge of Gods 
Ele? It's Chriſt that died , yea —_ that*s rn again , 
and 15 even at the right 6p of God. And now with joy 
letthis Reſuredtion and Glory beremembred , as being 
the . fore-runner of yours. Whenin- your thoughts-you 
have deſcended as low as his Grave , and there ſtand 
weeping to think how your fins have1lain him, 'uma- * 
gine you heard ſome Angel beſpeaking you, in almoſt 
the ſame language. thar he did the V/omen' at hisSe- 
ASD 7 'T 4 pulchre , 
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pulchre, Mar. 16,6, 7. Fear mot ye , for T know that 
_ you [eek goes who-was crucified ; he is not here: for heis 
riſen as be ſaid,and is gone before you,not into Galilee, but 
2nto Heayen', there Frau you ſee him. When therefore 7} 
you ſhall in this Ordinance fee Chrift crucified before 
you, think with your ſelves, This is the Lamb that was 
dead, but is afrve, and lives for ever, By the celebrati 
of this Sacrament, you are to ſhew forth the Lord*s deat 
till he come. Remember then he isto come, for this ſe- 
cond coming would Chriſt have you keep much in your. | 
thoughts. as well as his firſt. He left not this pledge of, .- 
his love with his Church. , as adying Man leaves ſome 
gift yith hisfriends to put them in mynd of hum whom 
they ſhall never ſee moreg. but as one-who goes along .. 
journey , leaves his Picture with his wife , that ſhe may 
be mungtul of him in hisabſence , and be qujckned to 
long after hisreturn, - And good reaſon have you to be 
mindful of the Glory of 'our Lord , * fince you your 
' ſelves will beſharers herein, and ſo at-once you rg- 
member both. Here Itold you, you take an carneſt gf- / 
_ theeverlaſting treaſures , and the conlideration there- 
ct 1s exceeding necelfary,, to raiſe your value of that 
which, will otherwiſe appear but worthleſs and mean, 
And concerve, of your ſelves as in a' journey to that 
Kingdom, having here taken in by the way toretreſh 
your ſelyes , as travellers are wont to turn in and bo 
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And like the Propher, 1King.19.8. In 1he ſtren; th. of 
this meal” yay are to go on toward the Mownt of God, 
"Theſe are proyifjons Far by your Feſeph,to ſerve you by 
the way, till yay come home to himſelf. Yera few 
more Sacraments, and you ſhall be paſt the need of all. 
Here are ſome fragrancies and. drops of ſweerneſs for 
the retreflument of Pilgrims, 14ll the day kreaks,and the 
ſpadows flee away , when we ſhall get up after oxr Lord to 
the Mourtgins of Myrrbe , andiths Hull of Frankincenſe, 

Flere 
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1 Here a Table is ſpread for us in the Wilderneſs , and 
{ ſome Cluſters of Grapes - into our Cup, *till we 
4 ſhall come to Canaan, and enjoy.the Vintage. Behold 
7 in this tranſaction at the Lord*s'Table, an Emblem and 
4 ſhadow of the future glory , and let your thoughts take | 
advantage from whar is here preſented to aſcend to the 
joyful contemplation thereof ; yer within a while , and 


2 you who are his welcome Grieſts ,' ſhall ſit down 


| | with your Maſter at bis Table in bis ws Sr and ihere 
| ſhall taſte of the fruit of the Vine new with him : and ſhall 


7 catof a Manns thatis yet hidden to you, and ſhall ex- 


3 of thatdiſtance, at whic 


MI - 1993 


I change your preſent company for the ſociety of innu- 
| Ns Shel and A -t5ot And ler this ſome- 
2 thing quiet your minds , though not take off the quick- 
'J. neſs of your defires , all you holy Souls, who are aCted 
I by ſo nobleand ftron Spoiboth, that you are 4mpatient - 
hi you yet find your ſelves from 
$ bim whom you love, and areeven weary of the World, 
F where you cannot fully enjoy him, much more of Four 
7} own hearts, that are fo eſtranged from him; comfort 
4-your ſelves , for within a very ſhort while your eyes 
4 ſhall behold him, and you ſhall be fully fatisfied in'- 
J your moſt intimate acceſs toand abode with him. You 
4 maylook back with joy on the redemption Chriſt hath 
wrought for you, and may: look before you , and ft 
{ jour heads with joy, as mgthe day of full and final 
J Redemption draws nigh. Only fee that you now thirlt ar- 
F dently after that ſpirntual communiow with him which 
425 here attainable, in being poſſeſt by him , andcloſely 
4 united t9 him, that being joyn'd tothe Lord, you may be- 
J come one Spirit : This1s the blefled, andone! pollible | 
1 tranſubſtagriation,, to be transformed tauto the hiewefi of 
* | C-rift, which is of infinitely more advantage to the 
Þ believing Soul, than if, according to that 
| piſb ation, be ſhould chew the very groſs mw , _ ; 
| WAanow 


rousPo- 
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ſwallow.the raw be hn of Chrit?..For, by this mennyhiy. 


o would, be ed into ours,, - but by t he chang © 
ak of, 'our- (perits become like to his. And if now 
yo hold but this Fellowſhip with Chrilt in the Spirit, * 
tly you ſhall have cal 27g ye, evento the ſatis, "F -. 
FRY of Senſe it ol: UI nou ſee him as he is; p Fo 
# you ſhall be mags like to. tal in that, day of his Ap-* 4x 
ce. Then -indeed ſhall. Sacraments vaniſh as : 
lcleſ ſhadows, You having gat the Subſtance, Chriſt. 
himſelf, You need. then no- more behold him in a, 
Glaſs, but ſhall ſee his "e 0 face, and be perfedtly 
changed into his Ima £ difference that wall 
be $3 aEmar Francs Ne ht ears is dark , alas throu h.. 
our own fault, too dark remembrance! Oh that? st 
comfort! we ſhall then, have laid by. all that fwpidice Þ 
and dulneſs eſte which here attends us whatever we are a , þ 
bout. "Thar iew, of our bleſſed Lord will for eyer; 
cureus of all fl nels and _unbelict , and raviſh usinto- 
6ne eternal jonate: admiration of Divine Love, 
If that joy which aroſe from Faith and Love, whallſt he, 
was not feen , was unſpeakable and full of glory , how in» 
conceivable , how tranſcendently glorious muſt chat.” 
which ſhall ariſe ſrom his iramediate fight ? If it be'” 
ſuch. a, precious priviledge to have a right to Heaven |: 
here ſolemnly giyen- us, what will ir be.to enter upon bh 
aCtual poſſeftion ? Qh then , Chriſtians, - whilſt you are, 
re membring Chriſt at his Table , letit rejoyce your: | 
hearts to conſider , that he isremembring you at his Fa» Þ © 
cher's right band, and thither* will ſhortly exalt you... : 
All you whom the King of Glory now eſpouſeth to; 1 he 
Sho as it were by Proxy , as Princes take Wives by . 
rheir 
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baſſadars ,, remember rhat theda ay iS baſtning ,., = TY 
our "Marnage. ſhall be More. publ: ckly and tris 4 oY 


um ty ſfolemmized: whenall you bleſſed onesſhall, } 
on 20) the great Marriage» oppo at the Lamb.,- ; 
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#4 very little while,and be thatJball commegwill comeyend 
punt O_ And'de you now get your ſouls mounts 
ied' as 7 (a6 you'canclimb , 6 0 rags arg 
W afforded you, and ſtandever withly: looking, and dil 
= gently preparing fac his appearance ; and. never ſlack 
Fhur watch, nor ben yew 4,8 cool, till cither 
youſee him comj z Or * your {elves ſhall 
| be taken up ban ring 
3 With ſome ſach Meditations asthefs, which I havi 
h ſuggeſted to you under.each Head!, ler. your thoughts 
TS be caken-up whillt yeu-are 1m i this vey OS , 
you ſhall ind yaur ſelves moſt inc 
ISparit ſhall dire yau.:. for you- need nor rt orons Vole 
AFclfasto the mcchua] and form » butrather let your af+ 
'F feftions have their» free courſe. ' Onely fee'thar' you 
watch narrowly: over your hearts through the whole 
work , that deadneſs and diftrachons- thay not poſſeſs 
you. Keep up a. ſtrong ſenſe of God's preſence with 
you , and-often hft up your: hearts to hiny for life and; 
quickning. And let all the Fowers of your Souls'be | 
fammoned up and en --"þ in thisaftion, with all fo: 
PE 
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fible vigour and cl Ler your minds be. 

clear from _—_ and Fromm impertinentthoughts,t 

ou may attend 5 the Lord without-diſtraftion, and be' 

more capable of ofe ſweet FIR of his goodneſs" 
4 wbickira) may be as acertain pl pledgot rg <rffting en= 
joy ment of all rhat he hath in ſtbre. forhis people, 1 
7 9. Laſtly, lec meina word or two direct you ro be” 
Yoareful in the Exerciſe of brotherly love. I need not ſtand; 

1 hope, 9) repeatthe advice Lgave you, to get all breas- 
Aches madeup berwixt your ſelves and brethfen'; rods - 
char in you'hes to obtain peace; and if that cannot' 
"Jbe bad ; yerto forgive all injuriesthat have been don” 
Jyou, and-to. cleanſe: your mmds from rancourandimas : 
lice, and all defire © revenge to-thisler the loweof 
Core conſtram you, And 


A P , _—_- 
Ps Fo - & £ * vi T's 
bs Rage > 45 4 ” WT D 
= = —_— "AS 


20, PF..20 a 1-002. TID, 


ds 


Bs * 


_ 


es” i ent 3 Eon. Tot 
x k . 


IMI . 109072 


"And moreover ,-let your hearts be let out with; #T} 
' incere and ſtrong affeftion , towards all your Fellow-$-5, 
members of that body:,. whereof Chriſt is the Head. AJ 
pleaſant ſight 1t will be, ro your Maſter who 1s in Hea#F';,q 
ven , to look down upon-you hisDiſciples, and ſee you: 
here feaſting together in mutual love and delight, in the 
remembrance of all that love which he hath ſhewntoÞ 
you,and inthe joyful expeCtation of what farther he hath 
romiſed. - And whillt your love 1s ſtirred up ro Chrilt 
Fimfalf , it cannot chuſe but be imparted to his friends 
that are in ſight; ſuch who ſincerely love him, on whom 
he hath ſet his heart, and hath ſhed on them hus Sparity 
whereby they are made like to him, and therefore mult 
needs be lovely in your eyes to whom Chriſt 3s preciounÞ 
as being alſo by this ſame Spirit made like to your ſelves}. 
and when in your joyning with them in this Sacred aCtis 
on, you-remember thartheſe ſhall be your.everlaſting 
coinpanions 1n the joy of your Lord , and ſhall ther 
Joyn with you in ſounding forth his praiſes ;' this will 
farther engage you to them , as being heirs rogether of 
the grace of God, and will wark in you the beginnings 
of that love which will hereafter be perfe& and perpe-F 
tual. Whilſt your love is built upon ſuch right and casÞ- 
tholick principles as theſe, being placed upon a Chriſt- 
an 254 Chriſtian , you hold a'comnianipn in the Spirit: 
with all true cole” throughout the world ; though 
your afteftions"Will be moſt ſenſibly enlarged to thoſe 
that you know, and with whom you hold a local coms! 
munion.in the worſhip of God. And your joynt afſemsÞ 1, 
bling at this Table is a badge'of your mutual love, and 
an engigement to the firm continuance of it.  Hereare 
you made to drink in'o one Spirit , by which you were! 
Baptizzd into one Bogy,according to that Text | named,” F i.e 
1Cir.12.13. This Sacrament is, ifImay focall it, an” 
Holy (Philtre , whe:cby Believers are un t:d in more fere” 
_—— => | vent - 
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 Þ vent love to their common Head , and to oneanother. 
1 3 The bloud of Chriſt is the onely Cement and Soder of 
=$'Sols. And this js that Chriſtian love. which they are 
- AF taught of God , to which they are inclined by their new 
FF nature, and which will eaſily be brought into exeralſe, 
iF'where the Grace is firſt wrought in the heart; wherefore 
F it's needleſs to ſtay longer hereon, having alſo ſpoke 
of ſomewhat largely to' it before.  Onely one thing ler, 
mg me ſuggeſt , before I Eonclude this, namely, that you 
UE take care to givea practical demonſteration of thus love, 
II-by contributing popi=n, our abilitiet to the neceſſities 
| 5 thi foer- mend of f This is a ſacrifice wheri 


+4 with God is well pleaſed ; a work never out of feafon , 
FF but now moſt ſeaſonable ; being an evidence tot onely 
34 of your compaſſion to the poor , but of the ſtedfaſtneſs 
$4 of your belief in Chriſt and his Pronuſes, and of your 
UF thankfulneſs for his bounty; therefore you find both 
29 theſe mentioned together, Heb.13.15,16. As we muſe 


offer thanks , ſo we muſt not forget to do good and commu- 

4 nicate.  Toquicken you to this charity? both now and 

I any other time , when fit objeQts are preſented , letme 
mg onely defire you to imagine to your ſelves, that the Lord 
27 Jeſus, who was willing to part with his bloodfor you, 
Wi and thinks not-an infinite glory too great to give you, 
uyy upon moſt eafie terms , that even hecomes to you in one 
of his neceflitous members, to ſee what you can find in - 

4 your hearts to beſtow upon him ;if you that have Eſtates 
think he deſerves nothing, let him have nothing; it he 

"4 deſerve buta little, give bim bur alircle ;/ if your luſts 

F have more right to your riches than he, then let your 

4 luſts have them rather then he, Let Chriſt in his mem- 

FT bers ſtarve , whilſt "he and luxury are maintained af 
er&F you think this be jult. If you can improve your Eſtates 
ed, Þ better ſome other. wa , take what you think the moſt 


Sat 1 gainful courſe. For temember ,: Chriſt himſelf needs 


not 
ent 
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any. thing ik haye ni r can.do. gil only he'll ng ; 


Ws: sof your hear is the Earth, and t 
"nels thereof, and ave poor Seryants can he ſutfici- 


LE oYIc de for WED QUt i ou. Wherl ore if you give} 


oy and che Full ,you may kee 7 P your Fg 


\ko tpyourke ,forjany tan extorte 


wid leave all that, ch NE: h,not » ONE Way. © 
ut by y giving ittoh 1m. ,youſend: it before: You | 


| lot al eng ; here below tail, you ſhall enjoy it | 


infinite ad wo in the everlaſting Habiration 
he this ry cu e by, way of DireChon for. your. pr 


Ad and carriage in la few words fot 


avVIour thany and I 


{:coome OA Ga 


= oT Pn; a2 "EB AP. XV11, 


- 


” Dire TH. the Duty dio the Sacrament. 


He you come home , 'get alone, and þ <& þ 
Gog for the liberty and opportunity of a - 


"crament, which he hath afforded yau., and forall the} 
| prviledges that axe thereby conferr'd upon you. And! 


et, your Souls chew the Cug, and retain'the Sayour of 


, thoſe pleaſant things you have been entertained with'z 

| 5p 06a {t:1l lifred: up, and exceedingly gladded,, /in 
the ſenſe of that, love which, you haye this day: be 

.celebrating! and taſting , in the belief 'of that dh J 


Ef you havereceived,, in the hope of that Grace and} | 


lory which bave been aflured to-Jou. Meditations .of 
. Heaven, and the exerciſe of t ,. are now ve 


.ry proper works, Conſider alſo what you have "1 
what an obligation you. have laifl upon your ſelf, how: 


you] 


arity is kke , 
do you. gl, "; rave alſo, po will be ſure to loſe} 
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He you are no'longer. our own man, havy ing made « reſig- 
u-J inatien of your to God by Jelas Chet And beg 
4 the afliftance of his .boly Spirit, ro wings you.to lted- 
 fallne(ls and. perſeverance io this boly Covenant, whillt 
life. ſhall laſt; ,ang heſcech bt the Ordinance 
$0: have been made partaker of.,, -mixy become eflectu- 
', 2.to,your Souls.to All thoſe ends that it was deſigned 
4 497; and whic gornoinabla.byc it, Think it not enough 
5 #0r74dever theſethings,! intreat thee, haz do accord; 
TY. and now bet rw Conſi ideration and Prayer to tk 
' ends 3 bave exproſe. Review moreover, what your 
| carmages have bog, PIR GITEN "_ Ss | 
Med RP 


Ty cither want of RY 2) s or coldne 
as __ z that your, hearts have not- 
"4 79the importance and. excellency ofthe duty-, 'and he 
p14 Ph 'whom ehnakinl br 4wy have herein bed: ;bo. ip 
bir vg F 
been bleed bf. you. - iAnd: $8 the, way 
y Farr nom re op mere Chriſtians to beware-of a 
7 multake to w they are too-prone - to Wit ,,f6- Ee 
SY} of their profiting in'this and other duries by LING 
feeling, and fo to think they get no good, except their 
- Souls are as it were lift up and raviſhr with ſenſible 
Joys; | and theſe only they wks for evidences of God's 
r-oty ce, and the havingof _—_— with bim. 
74 Butby this means you will often pl your felyes in- 
$3 to'needleſs Greta and load a_ Ives with unjuſt 
-MF -cenfures; and whichis worſe, you will hereby __ 
"7 |tefs thankful ro God , as thinking you have received 
4 | little advantage, -becauſey ou found not thoſe delights ' 
| youexpected; and will be inulongh ger of becoming wea- 
- - ry of the work; and zeady to lira i it off, as thinking ir 
's napaslidle \Wherefore to avoid theſe ill confequen- 
Dy: £5, and the muftake that begets them , , conider wel, 
| as 


0 
——_— 
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That it is the uprightneſs and ſincerity of your beartt inthe- 


ormance of your duty which mayadminiſter moſt ground 
onion to you when you refie& upon it : tor be ca af 


you bave this ornament. , you were really acceptable ts 
him that lookt down upon you, rhough this acceptance 


might not be teſtihed with the giving 1n of any extraor 


dinary joy. Let it notthen trouble you, \ as if God was - | 
not well pleaſed with you, becauſe your affeQtions were * 
notraiſed up to an + eng pitch, -fince he doth not look * 
10n, . a3 at the ſteady bent, and te= © 
nour-of the Soul, Nor think becauſe you miſt of great, 
joys;that you had no favour from; nor cammunion with 
| God: for conſider again , that the trmeſt communion-with | 
God, | ur to enjoy the communications of his grace 10 your © 
' ſouls whereby you are made conformsbleto him:&you may © 
enjoy theſe ſaving influences of the Spirit, - when you 
cannot-feel his more abundant- conſdlations. Moreo- 
ver, the fruit of this Ordinance is not ſo mach to be dif- * 
cerhed ar preſent, as1n your after-conyerſation. : For | 
the great benefit you'areto expe, being toreceive 
farther meaſures of Grace from the Holy Spiritaccom- * 
panYing theſe means , it cannot ' be well known what 
Grace you have received, till you come to the exer- * 


ſo nvach at fits of pa 


ciſe of ir, when temptations ſhall affault you. .And, 
to allude to the Apoſtle% words in anothey caſe , though 
this Ordinance may not at preſent be joyous, yet it may af- 
terward yield the peaceable fruit of r1 
thatare converſant: therein. 


laitly,, if you are bur 


- fincere, as1ſaid, in your covenanting with God, it is * 
your duty to believe, that you have this day received : 
from him a Seal to the promiſe of pardpn and eternal 
life, and4n this belief may you take muchrational and 
ſolid Pau, which otherwiſe youare not like to find : | 


- And this 13 the ordinary way whereby the Spirit. con- 
veys comfort tothe Soul, firſt workingin you a been 
[ 


riebreenfanſ to thoſe + 
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thar the promiſes of God are in'themſetves moſt true,and 
enlightning you to the knowledg of your owh ſouls, and 
then enabling you to apply theſe promiſes to your ſelves 
as being ſuch to whom they belong. Thus the Apoſtle 
FJ rells us, their rejoycing was from the teſtimony their 
Conſcience gave of their {1mplicity and godly ſincerity, 
2 Cor-1.12. Wherefore youare not ſo much to expect 
any extraordinary 1mmediate affurance from the Spirit 
that you are the Lords ; bur ſee to get good grounds for 
your faith, and fo to have your-hearts filPd with/peace 
and joy in believing. Yet doe not miſinterpret what I have 
ſud , thence toxmdulge your ſelves 1n ay floth or dul- 
neſs, or to content your ſelyes wuh the bare doing of the 
Work , without heeding the trame of your heart therein: 
no, but take as much pains as you,can, to raiſe them to 
the greateſt ſenſ1blepels and 10n;;: and if you do fo, 
you may teaſonably. expect ro find much ſweetneſs: and 
ſatisfaction ih the work it felf ; hut: xhy meaning in this 
Caution is ;that you ſhould not look: fo much art the fee 
ing of extraordinary comforts gs at the integrity of your 
ts.in vowingyourſelves to God and the continuing 
ſtedfaſtnefſs of your reſolutions: be:true to theſe yows, 
4+ And thats the next thing L would exhort you to, 
even ta diſcover this imward truth.and- ſincerity , by your 
futtre holy and exatt walking ; This is that which muſt 
.crown/allthe reſt. I may fay to you'as. Meſes to the 1/- 
reglies,Deut. 26.3.6, 17. You hawe.this day avouched the 

. \aord to be your Gad to walk in hiswayes, and keep his ſta- 
1 zutes;. and the Lord hath avouched you to be his peculiar 
on  ; and you have promiſed to:take. Chriſt for ycur 
-Husband and Lord, tolive un love and obedience'to 
_bim;, as you hope to be ſaved by im. One thing row - 
remains, that you go and do likewiſe. Say wihnhe Þfal- 
. miſt, 1 have ſworn and will perform it, that I will wy 
righteous jud1ments,, Plal,119- 1906. Now you' by 
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beer remembring him that ſuffered in the fleſh, arm yous 
ſelves with this mind, no longer to live the reſt of yourtime 
in the fleſh tothe luſts of mein , but tothe: will-of God, 1-Per. 
Lvl $43 Letit not happen to you according tothe-Pro- 
verb, 


ſpoke peace 10 your fonts, turn not you! again ito folly 
Callromi iculatly:what fins yow eo 
miſed. to forſake ,;7and do accordingly. You that have 
been: guilty of drunkenneſs or glutrony , fornication 
and'wantonneſszpride ot covetouinefs,, beſo no more; 
you that have been-wentto ſpend Your timein idleneſs 
and vanity, in {anfal'company or exceffive recreations; 


ſpend'it ſo no: more; »you that have been wont to-give _ 
\paſlions; 4 and fuffered them to | 


:way-to' your exorbitgnt 
break forth in unſeemly-aStions and -Jahguage, dofo no 
Jonger:: Youthar are/Mafters qr Servants, Parents or 
Children; Hugburde! ve Wivdsy *corifider: wellwhar 


particular duries your relations eallfor/ gnd be faithful 


an the performanceiof tham. You thitateSubjeQs, obey 
them. that are fer: averyou in the:Loatd,: Towards your 

. Nel rs, and:all with: whom yot-converſe'; be juſt, 
, andihoneſt,/loving-and courteous} avbiding all Back bir- 
ang,lying and flanderiing;all foolifhrand fikhy ſpeaking. 
Becotnpailionateand tharitablets alltharneed-your help 
in onie ſort or anether.Be.conſtencious for the futurein 
the more:rmmetiiareiſervice of Godobe frequentandfert- 
oism his worthipbech mipublick und private;aloneand 


wich your fimilineaBewure of bweakingand curſing or 


of takingthe boly{mame of GodprChriſt in-vain z'thi 


rot mention of him your corfmoin diſcourſe withour } 


due reverencezandithatyowatenotlikets haveifar eve- 


tf: turn you are ctyihg;-05 Godard Oh Lord as is the . 


cuſtom of YE f9- Profune'ne more Lords-days, 
-@ Yourmay have formerly .done, .but-improve'themto 
41233 pf | your 


z turned to bis own vomit again,and the Sow © 
that 2was waſht to her wallpwing in'the mire. If God have 


and pro- 
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yqur. fouls! good. ; Whar - ever rlegs you: have, of, 
wealth, wir , time or honour ,. employ it to his glory 
who.emruſted you, therawith 4 i in all things ſtudy ro 
pleat God , and ſo commit you (clyes and NF oath 
ments to hip Wil; And quietly ſubmiir.co all hisdealings 
with.yow wi ans rmuring or cepining. To aGncere 
endegygur afret a] 18.5, You, vebound your ſelves by, 
the Sacrament , where ,youhave riken God to be your 
ad 5. phe proteſt. your ſelves his people. Where: 
fore. ,- s Jon gar of that da _YP us, and yet 
to0 common, m think this weeg | action. fer mi 
vahes ty ufelf's PL + Pg mary en the work”; over, 
I have; As edal along reyent this fa - we 
(2708 and I cunts boat te it: for if this be 
hatremovyed, all favor, 7 wall £ loſt, and fo wy 
paene 606 yea g- © Four reeeiy) 
gents will Fra Ar Rags Re Nha rofitable. Of. 
5 and will help rwerd'your dantnation rat 
ul a Fo falvatron, whilſt you heed, or.the deliſn of 
ey y Roriimproveit' tots due cen, \,, What op yau 
ur Ink of that wotnah,thar when | ſhe had pr OM iſedar 
ſt, be Es wite, ay folemat on to a im 
it- Congregation , thonk thinkth ;"y peg 
m#atugg more required of ber, Nh -the nught 
Whir therdhe 1 liſt : ba live with whom ſhe pleaſe Even 
u} luch 35. your | tally a Er ſurduy , who ,hen 
Tt Youhave been jy nes ſolemn, manner engaging 
nd | yorrſclves to El havetakenthe Sacramentupon 
or OG hook will vein obedience 0ytheri think that 
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line(s of life , Tſhall finiſh this Treatife with ren” 
+ on or two for the promoting and carrying on the ſame. 


in rei» dering the en engrpement on” Bave bereby laid up- 
our ſelves," andter old and ' quicker you to 
Gil Ref This 1s the prey thing which we are 
ro do in order tothe doe improvernent of Sacraments to 
our adyantaye, eren'to remember often , what x {tri 
Covenant we thereby entred into, Yhat by the _ 
Brante thereof we _ be the thore'4w'd and reſtrain 
from Jingany thitig againſt ir. Thus ought you he 
make uſe of your Bepit, which is , I doubr, tooſel- 
 donietminded ; often you ſhould think, how abſolutely 
you are bound'to take him for your God, to whom you 
wete fo early dbvoted; remember the end of it, and 
tow ſee ro anſwer, aritl: attain 'it',” which you 'may find 


ou eye once bE. dicared 'to Goa, 'and admitted ints 

is Chuitch3and rig think (hb yowought to walk,who 
have fach a Bond uponyou, ' And"thus improve” 'the 
Lord Supper; where you have perſonally owned; and 
Fenewed your Covenant with Chyt - "Elpecially make 
this ule of it whe 700 meet with any tempration'to {im 
wharever, or you begin 'to'grow careleſsandTe- 
. "miſs in your cafric "If old* companions | ſhorld/ fer 
WE 4 "Upan you, and enrictFou , or if our own heart fhould 
= 5hdlineyoy to ay former Gif tories, then ſay with 


Vow thatl have trade ? "No'z "I fi hot, 1will not; 
*theOfth' of God t5upon me”, und Thalll be forſworn 
Ink the living an& true God ?*How ſeverely will he 


avenge 


1. And to that end firſt lerme adviſe you,to be frequent. * © 


Fa No weft "Roh. 6:3,4. Thertfore are we buried with - 


3 it by Baptif Xe ach that like as Chrift-was 
55 v1 frm ad byCor ferthe, glory of the Father, 
ke Rb: pats walk" i newne(s of tife. Whenever | 

eea Chi i tet it 'brinp « your nnd;that 


. Yourſttves, how' earl do this, aids "Back from the: 
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J avenge himſelf on all fich difſemblers ? - wicked Herod 


ſeemed fo fearful of Perjury;- that: he-permitted the . 
murdering of a Prophet to avoid it, and ſhall I be guilty 
of-it, _—_ than. vnibug my Sy God's and my "—y 
reateſt: enemies ?:\\Moft-quitly may I argue, that for 
——_ ſake, and for thoſe that ſate 29's 1 withnot 
do thus: for not” one of my fellow- communicants but 
might witneſs. to'God againſt me, that they ſaw me | 
make a Covenant with Fi. And Gad himſelf whp 
ſtood over: me will bewitneſs , as well as Judge. 'How 
then ſhould I appear before him with this! heinous-guik 
upon'me? Wherefore; Depart from me, ye evil Doers, 
for I will keep the commandements of myGod.li you*ll come 
along with me , and-walk in; the holy path,.;come and 
welcom ; but never: hope todraw,me back-again with 
you, into thoſe ways that have:coſt me ſadear, and 
which Ihave proteſted againſt, . Fam now no company 


Þ}. for you: for 1 hawetbken the Sacrament. Depart Sa- 


tan ,. aud tempt me hot/from my allegiance to my Lord 
and Maſter, 1 will not forſake bim ; Ihave obliged my 
ſelfafreſh to be a Chriſtian, a ſworn enemy to thy King» 
dom: and a faithful  Sauldier under Chriltfs Banner , 


| therefore depart. from: me ; for I have taken the Sacra- 


ment, And think moreover with thy ſelf, Hath-God 
been ſo gracious to me; as to vouchſatemea pardan for 
al:former: tranſgreſiions;; and; to feal ir to me at his/Ta- 
ble; and alli; , and wikully runupon the ſcore a- 
gain ? Should /I thus: corn his grace into” wantonneſs and 
abuſe; his patience \,-how juſtly ought Liear that his an- 
ger will be kirfiled againſt me, andthat he will nomore 
have mercy upon me ? He,. lam ſure , will be rrueto 
his promiſes, and ſhall I be falſe to mine, and fo fall une 
der his threatnings/?\And- afrer/ this manner 'quicken 
yoar 'felyes to duty, when cyer you are apt ro grow liſt- 
lc to any part of : (god%s [ervice;! and} aifo quiet your 

OX, V 3 *_ . owe 
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' ſpirits , when thep:arereadjpto tife yp/19 gutnulcand 


diſcontent under any croſs thay befalls you. Thea think, . 
1 hove refpntfmy ff 16 Gude lowing Father 5 ls 
MIC WW 


bum do wit he pleafe ; thierefore be ftill my heart 
and rebel not againſt, wn «cb nryfrene gr 'ag3H]. 
IEyoucan bur chus find your ſdlves more tttopply. bent 
againft fin, and better able to purt/off temptations toad, 
thas-15' the ſureſt evidence. you ranhave of profiririg by 
the Sacramerit.') {1 1h 0s ) & obtit 
' And beware of imagininty, that-any:ſpace abuarit.can 
wear out the force of that obligation, whach is/hdte:laid 
upon ow; which; | as unreaſonablgas tis onewould 
think was the opinion, of mulrcudes::for they*N\bexery 


, 


munion, ana dayior two after, but within a very little 
while, omngs 6. 5s andthep are juſt ſachas they 
were before, /Burtor! certain;g; (God torgets ot their 
promiſes,though they do,norwill heforgertbar breach 
ofthem, as they wiltone day''find rotherr colt; uf rhey 
/ Takenot another courſe. The bbads You kreentred imo 
, fo'render hothape andobedience roGod:, wiltheveri be 
cancelied : ' for this is-adebt you wiltoweas:-lang asyou 
live, though you are always payingit. ,Bapiſmwill-bo 


as ſiroig- an, engigement upon yaw to godlineſs when | 


youare (ixry, as when yoware bur: ſixteen. md: the 
lame ſtriCtnefs 'the-'Lofds Supper.bunds youn'ta:fdr a 
day, tothe famedorh ir binyonallyour gays Think 
naw what an-hortible thing ir: \would[be'to rut into 
drunkenneſs, whoredomy, or quarrelling}the farheday 
you have received'ir,: and:know: yourfnis:lade fols 


hainous,, thou oh it be amonth or 1w0;-ortwenty after. 


it;: forthis- breaks yout oath-45 well as: thar.. Ifi:xbe 
Wife be guilty- of Adultery /rwenty years after: mar- 
riage, her crime $as great, as ito. had beew within a 


week after-: for hs had oblig'd-kkr: ſelf 10 conjagal 
ET  nogny er" 


rH F._”_YMOYY BY OOTY TO OE ORE 
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OY» as long, as . the and. her Hugband ſhoyld-ve, 
And thus. your Covenant with,Godis not for.a Month, 
or Year only., but for your whole lives, If you ſhould 
never but once haye, opportanity to receive the Sacras 
meat,. this wauld ever after, remainya torcible engage- 
ment upon you;., but yet God in his widdom, and good 
providence hath. ordered, that this dury ſhould be fre« 
quently repeated, . that jt might the more work upon 

andafea our,minds , whoare prone to be fo torgetful 
and dull. Remember then, the matter is nowout of 
your hands; you have given away.your felyes ro God, 
and cannot reyoke this gitt,' {1nce1adeeds You gaye him 
nothing; but what was his own. before. Afrer pheſe vows 
ther 4x no. inquiry. to be made, whether they ſhould be 
kept or not., Yet, thus, much. Pll-ſay to-you,, at-you 
can find a greater,portion -and ſurer friend than Gpd , a 
better er than Chriſt, better work than-his ſervice, 
better wages than, lite: eternal ,-./you may ;mke-your 
choice: . for 1, would. wiſh you to nothing for your hurt 


* or. loſs, nordoth God you: may+-be/ſure,- that bleſſed 


Being, who,wants nothing'ourtot himfelf,, 'norenvies 
his Creatures any thing that's zxxuly good for them.: but 
tall you, can thus better diſpole of -your ſelves,.' keep 
your. firſt love, andit you will, keep it-till then , I ſhall. 
never queſtion your perſeverance to the laſt. - 

_ [And as you. azeithus to'1improve this Ordinance ta 
quicken you to, and belp you tn,your duty ;ſomay.you 
make advantage ofit for your comfort, by remembring 
how God ſtands engaged- to you by: that 'Coyenant-to 
which he hatb hereſet his ſcal, and which he will beſure 


© to perform.to-you, that depart notfrom him. .Wirh this 


can{ideration: repel | all temptatons.to excelhve-doubt- 
1ags and deſpair. . When the rerjembrance_ of former 
{ins is ready to.overwhelm.you:,; have recourſe to,your 


| ſralgd pardop ,. and-confidently:takethercombort u. af 
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fords you. When you find'the remnants of corrupti» 
on yet ſo ſtrong within you, that you are afraid you 
ſhall never hold out, remember the Holy Ghoſt is in 
Covenant with you to aſſiſt you in your combar , and 
will bring you off Conqueror, if yort throw notaway 
your weapons: And let this encourage you the more 
to beg his afliſtance ; yea 11 all your 'addrefles to God 
letit ſt eng hen. your faith tb apprehend him, as jn co- 
venant with you: And if you are ſurprizad by any in, 
yet whileſbit's matter of grief and ſhame to you, and you 
are reſolv*d ro be more watchful for the time to come , 
ler it-nart eaft you into ſich a ſorrow as tends'onely to 
diſquier and confume-your ſpirits; but remember God 
hath affared you through Chrift the forgiveneſs of fuch 
weaknefles ,”and they (kat not put You out of Covenant 
with bitm; burknow "it you are hefeupon a Whit the 
more encouraged toany fin,” it is a-very great fign that 
this proniiſe of parfion at preſent belohges not toon. 
Inaiword, what ever difficulties you are plunged into , 


relating tsSout or Body, let this ſifl uphold you, ro cons” 


{1der; that'God hath engag*d himſelf to be with you tn 
all-eftares and - conditions*, and to order all things, ſo 
rharthe iffae of them ſhall 'be for your advantage. And 
thus by a frequent confideration of your own engage- 
menrs at the Lord*s Table, and of the priviledges there- 
by conferr4d upon rou,ypu will find your ſelves not on- 
Iy comforted and chedfed ; 'but'very much advantaged. 
tor the walking onmoreReadily in the ways of holineſs. 

z.\ Andtothe lathe end” miy nextfounſtl ts, Thar the 
Lor#Feſupuborn you baoe berebeen remenbring mayever 
be freſh i your thoug bts,': Let/ not your 'femembrance'sf 
- Him be confinfg to Sacrament Seaſons, 'Burlet him'ever 
dwellin yaathearty by faith ' and love. Set his example 
= before you ,- and labour./o walk as be walkt, who coun- 


red jt hjs-4pver and drink ro"be deinig bis. Fathers wilt, 
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 Behave your (elf as you belieye he would have done, Was 


he in your caſe. Conſider how meek and lowly be was; 
bow little he regarded , yea 'how much he. contemned 
the riches,” honours and applauſe of the World, and 
learn you to value themat the ſame rate. Conſider how 
patient he was in ſuffering; how coupteous and gentle to 
all, tothe vileſt finners and his bittereſt enemies , doing 
hurt to none, but ſecking the good of all : Copy out this 
leflon alſo. Willingly deny your felves, take up your 
croſs and follow him ? Grudge not to be conformed to 
him, though in ſuffering it ſelf, and complain not till 
you ate ina worſe caſe than he was, who had not Where 
rolay his head. It's like you think, if Chriſt was on 
earth, you'd follow him, though bur in the company of 
oor Women ani fiſher-men, and though the oſt of 
the World ſhould laugh at you for ſo doing ; » hy know, 
he'll take it as well at your hands, if you will but tread- 
in his foor-ſteps ,” and adhere faithfully to his intereſt , 
rhoug? it ſhould coſt you the loſs of all you had, and of 
life irfelf. And ler the 4. ach of Chriſt be much' in your 
thoughts; let the love of God Which was herein ſhewn , 
beyour daily, delightful ſtudy, and everleaye a fweer 
rinture upon your Spirits, that by the power of love 
you tray be moved and carried on 1n the whole of your. 
daty; Let this ſhame drive you from fin , let this make 
you laborzous and iewearied in his ſervive. When you 
are ſerupon by a temptation,ſtay ſo long as to ſet ableed- 
ing Saviour before you ; and think how you hayemuch 
ſuch a cafe now before you as the Jews once had ? to wit 


_ whether Chrift or Barrabas ſhould be preferr'd.; whe- 


ther your tuſt thould be ſiibgued, or your Lordcrug- 
hed afreſh; you approve of the Bok choice in this 
imitate them. It that which would 

murder your foul deſerve to- be ſpared , rather than he. 
who died to fave it, then go on, give Cbrift a ftgb, and 
5 + 2 


"TTY. 
ſin boldly, Canfider further how Chriſt. by his death, 
bath fequired 3 title to you, fothat you--mſt glorifie him 


bath with body and ul, as being not your own, but "ge 1 
4 rae 


with a price, Bought you are, not out of the hands o 
Father , . that you ſhould. now have liberty to ſin againſt 
him, , but out of the hands of Satan ,, that, being free. 
from ſin, 'you may become ſubjeft to God. andthe. ſer- 
wants of righteouſneſs. How willfully blind are they wha; 
take the more libertYin ſin;from the conſideration of that 
death which was undergone to redeem us. from a vain 
converſation ? 1 Pet. 1.18,29. Where's that man's reaſon, 
and ingenuity, who when he was fallen into his ma; 
ſters diſpleaſure, and braught into faviour again by the, 
great induſtryof theSon,ſhouldthink he might nowſafe- 
y difobey his maſter? Though the Sop.pitied the ſervant 
{6 much, that he. was loth fo ſee, him periſh, yet he loves; 
ttis Father, ſo well, that he never purchas'd- anallow- 
afice for his diſobediepce? and indeed the ſervants dif-: 
obedience 15 his deſtruction, , Chriſt died ance to ſave the 
. penitenr, but he'll ever die-more to (ave thoſe thatrey 
main wilfully diſohedient,, Conſider; alſo , Chriſt by. 
his death hath purchaſt abundant grace for the ſupply 
of all your wants,, and now being at the Fathers right, 


hand ,” hath full power to give out of this ſtore, where-,, 
fore make ufe af him ta obtain the ſame, Evenas.the. 
Egyptians xeceived food from Pharacb,by the hands of, 
Fob , ſo. muſt youreceave all you have. from the Fa-: 


ther by his Son Jeſus. , Let thenthe very life you live in 


rÞe fleſh. be by faith in the Son of God, By earneſt deſires 
vented in fer vent prayers , be ever deriving vertueand 


vigour from, him yaur head. Be as defirous and craving . 
as Yiu are neceſitaus, a5 hungry as You arg empry,that 


the ood'God, according tothe riches of his grace, may 


furnxh you with all plenty of ſpiritual bleſſings, till yay 
Fall cot up to the RY ure of the [eature {Cie 10 


Filme, Eph.4-13 © | 
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Fyou weld ( awe ? hk h 
thus grqW 1n-graee, Be ent inthe 
oral the mrans 0 graccaotchCli bath efrbed 
let them. be uſed a improved gs moans. You ! muſt , 
have told you, bemuch in Arneſt Prayer roGod in al 
patno of Ghriſk 3: for whatevergou are wanting in. Let 
nat without the-practice af this duty; you 
that have: Families call them together , and pray with 
them miarriing and evening: If you neglect this , how 
little do you ons ap from ho Heathe ns who call not upons 
God, and-ypon whotm;;he will pour ow, bis wrath. Bg 
digent in artcndirig to the. ablick preaching of-the 
Word, and prepare your ſelves before hand , with a 
reſolyrion-to hep what ſhall be. made known to you ta, 
berthewill bf God , and beg his bleſſing on what you, 
ex. Conhider when you:come home, wherein You arg 
particularly concern'd in: what you have heard, and ac- 
cordingly: tollow it, $9tti againſt that ſin, or upon 
that duty, thar you arethereby convinc'r of. When you 
c#rj get tine, ſpendit in reading Gods Word , and od 
Books; which may exphainand — that Word. E- 
ſpeciallyyou that Ac not much time on theweek-days, 


, ſpend. the remainder of the-Lords day , after publick: 


worſhip, in fome fuch good einployment, and waſte it 
nat.in idleneſs : nonoran hourar any other time. Read 
alfo to-and; with your Family , .and ponder it after- 
wards, thatt may be: more profirable to you. Often, 
dicoulons with another aþour- the matters of your 
ſouls, ſoþerly and ſeriouſly; [that you may afford each 
other what help you can. {t :wvuld. 

i£ when you-Git with your: neighbours, you would be 
thus employed in holy Javguty conference to the uſe 
of edifying\, nather than in adle chatting and talking of. - 
perſons, ogy thap concern you not, .But eſpectal+ 
ly: they who areof the fime Emily, and are more neerly 
(rated, have more oppartuwty and engagementhere fog 
and. 


be exceeding well,. * 
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and ſhould be admrniſhing one another daily, and provok- 
mp ro love and good works: For the Lords Supper,l have 
already dire&ed you at large;, and 1 hope you will pra» 
Qtife anſwerably , and'be frequent therem , riot or- 
dinarily negle&ing any Epportumty when/you are call*d 
to it. Butas1delire you;not to negleAtihele exerciſes 
of Religion , ſo onthe other hand as earneftly I would 
wiſh you to beware of reſting'n them ,; as thinking all 
Religion is £5tifin'd to them''; ' and for becoming lefs 
careful of Four carriage ,-as to juſtice; temperance, in- 
ward piety,and all vertuous aions, Merthinks the wret- 
ched error of thoſe ſets that throw off all external du- 
ties of worſhip, and cry -up themſelves as above Ordi- 
nances, may teach this wholeſom leſſon to all profeſling 
Chriſtans,, tobewareof reſting in the ſe things and fra» 
ming to themſelves a Religion-our: of them. Theſe I 
grant are parts of obedience ro. God: for he hath com- 
manded them,and theyare ways for the exerciſe and en- 
creaſe of our graces, and to beas helps to godlines; but 
to think thar they give any diſcharge from the- practice 
of godlinefs,  and' make amends: for-ſinswe are loth tg 
kave, for which we do as'it 'wete compound. with God 
by theſe formalities , making fin our pleaſure, 'and his 
{-rvice a'/penance for it; rheſe are conceits ſo grofs , that 


merhinks none but a Papiſt or one willingly. ignorant, 


ſhould entertain- them. Rehgion1is no road: of perfor» 
mances, but anew natureatrended with # new hte ? It 
13the Subjection of the ſoul ra the will of God; expreſ- 


lng ir ſelt in all commanded acts of obedience ;an cager 


and ingentious purſuance afterrhe blef{2d Godinall thoſe 
ways wherein he isto be found!, 'and whereby he com- 


municatcs /himſelfto the ſoul of: Man ; ' ſo: that there is 


no contradiction: betwixt anward holinefs: and;outward 
duties , but much what the.ſame relation;; that-there is 
betwixtlife and cating, + breathing and:motyon;, tor.in 

thele 
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"Ever keepupa fen | 
ſon of the frailey of your” nature , the deceitfulneſs of - 
"your hearts,” and the mariy Temprations'you are every 


ans 44 AqqnP 


36 one hb 
theſe the divine life is expreſt 7 exerciſed and fiouriſhed. 
But to think'thar Sacraments, Prayers and Hearing, ec. 
may ſerve turn without any inward holineſs and uni- 
verſal fincere obedience, is as f'aman ſholild think, thar 
the forced mption of a Prtppet ſhould 'niake it'paſs fora 
livingcreature; thit preat promifes may paſs for perfor- 


mances,and that knowitig what we muſt do,and talking - 


of it,may ſerve inſtead of doing what we are taught. Let 
them lay this ſertoufly ro heart'; who, When their'pra- 
Chces are un 5dly and looſe)think to ſalve all by ketp- 
ing their Chinrch ,” and faying their Prayers: and all 
ſuch who'make more ado about the externals in devort- 


on,than abvtir the right ordering of theirhearts & lives, 


whereas all our devotion ſhould tend to bettertheſe. 
4. 1f you! would make good the pramifes you have 


-made at'the Lords Table; tolive a firidand'godly lite, | 

"you will find "it of ſingular'importange, yea of flatne- 

"ceſlity ; to retain a hr 2uatchfulneſ; over all your ways. 
: 


of the danger you'are in;' by rea- 


where expoſed to ; And*therefore let-this care- ſecretly 


"run —__ the whole courſe of your ations to'beware 
glu 


of being ſurprixed by fin therein. Inaltemployments, 


companies antaffairs til} keep up this watch, and think - 
© before-hand? *where yourdat) peras greateſt, where you 


-n 


_” overtaker}," and there'place the ſtron- 
uid? Seta watch over youreyes; ears; appetites, 
tongaes;Hhexttvand hands, that you'be not by them be- 


-traid intofhy'miſcarriape;' When you find yourſelf en- 
/ dangerted by 4 preſent temptation, then haveſome ſolid 


reaſon ready iathand to repel it-with ſtore whereof you 
ſhould #lwajesbe furniffd4"wwith reaſons 'drawn from 
God, Cliift,' Heaven or/Meall, or from your Sacramen- 
tal' ngagenients, as ] ſhewed before; and'be ſure, have 

; a ſtrong 


F 


= (398: )). 
4 {trong reſolution to cheth the firſt rifings and begin 
hings of fins; before jt baye gone ſo far, 'thatyour qudg- 
ment is brib'& and blinded. by your aftefhops ; and 
have fpeedy/t>cqurſe tothe God of all grace, 1hat be 
would ſend you help from aboye: Conjederacion, Reſolu- 
tion, arid Prayer ; are-three weapens wherewuth the 
Chriſtian Souldier may do! wanders againſt, the talleſt 
fons of 444k, that ſhall affaulr him in his way to Canaan. 
Often take account of yourſelves, mad review.your ber 
haviour it aGions hore poſe zand ler one days experi- 
ence ſtillceach you how-to:live rhe next betrer.. Bur up- 
on the ſenſe of avy miſcarriage let-nor your guilt drive 
you farther frgm God g; and put you into unprofitable 
vexations:and horrors, / but preſently make halt rg the | 
throne of Grate y pet your-peate tnade with. God tho- 
row Chrifts and renew-yaur, watch with moxe;diligence. 
_.thanever,: pur alwaies with themoſt humble and ablg- 


late depe upon diyzane a{liflance. | "Tis LO Pro- 
_ bable, that ſome lazy wreiches will here fly our; as Noa 


man ina tege didagunſtthe,Prophet,,' whey he beard = 
he muſt we(h-ſeven Limes in: Farday tor the, £ure of hys 
Lat igh be rhopght would bare Rep ge Moſt 
_ a worilſpeaking, fo perhaps youll tell mar 5 4527 you ban. 
thought reveiating of the. Saprament would fuigue killed 
. your luſts ; tind-cieanſed yourfrearts ," that. yournged baye 
been at liqtle carg about them afrerwerdiyavd all be;ree- 
dy to ah gouhat good woger tt is gf you nnuſt the all 1his 
paing notwithſtanding. You flothitul fouls. may. you not 
as well xk what good you ger by Chriſts..death , and” | 
the giving.of .the Spirit F Since norwibltanding | both 
theſe , you mult take pams-or elfe you, arejnever like 
; tO be ſaved. For know:; God will haye, you. gzyploy the 
. faculties he bas giveniyoy þandibe work af Grace is to 
heal your laculues ,j and 'obible them-for abeir: proper 
employments.. He that made you' reaſonable creatures,” 


will 
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will make you holy and happy as ſuch , anditho help} 
which he affords, # to britg'you- to difigencey, and | 
wfſiſt you therem and by rhat'means to fave-you. Thus 
Sacraments are:onely /profirable to rhe diligentand in« 
duſtrious , their uſe being to quicken and ftren J 
but they are no-refuges for the {lothful , no encdurape- 
ments'to idlenefs. Never think that God will make fuck 
a way to Heaven, that you-may walk in iewithour w« 
ſing your legs. *Tis0u rhat-muſt ao the thinps\required, 
though it'be by cy Roy you ; for'whole ſake 
alſo your frailties are forgiven. Wherefore let me'renew 
my advice; thatat all rimes,'ard m all things you would 
be watchful ; ard/maintainan 'holy jealoufre offrthoſe 
hearts,thathave too ofren ſhown whattheyhavein them. 
'Take ths for. the' greateſt 'work you' have'to:domn the 
world , 'to beware of ſm, | atidto'be careful! ro pleaſe 
"God, as the Souldicrs whole worksto ſerve his General, 
and the Servants to'obey ti1s/Maſter, yea more abſolure- 
ly than ſo oughta crearureroſtudy his Maſters will, and 
account thiywork your own gretteſt happineſd; So a- 
void-ſin, and'alt occaſions ati&'appearances of if; as you' 
would dothe'plagne in a'vefired Town; and'be as care- 
Ful ra watch all opportunittes'of doing good bbthto'the 
ſouls and'bodiesof others ; 45 men ordinarily-are of lay- 
ing hold on'thergam. Oftenask /your ſelves, where- 
in God is honoured by you or others profited;'-md'be 
'aſhamed to Jive to no better 'purpoſe'than to eat and 
drink , co fleepanddreſs your ſelves for work or play. 


*And do not obje& againſt this conſtant warchfulneſs, 


that will take upall your time, and hinder your-ne- 
 ceſlary eniployments: for'by wfingit a Whitle,! ir'will 
"grow even naturalto you ;-and will no more hinder you 
-n your aftirs, than it hinders a traveller-inhis/journey , 
"to take heed 6f running in robogs and dixches- Asitany 


-hard-matter'tobe always earcful , leſt you'ſhorld hvre 


your * 
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yout bodies? Wherever you are; and-whatevet pou tire 
ng,cannet you keepup this care,andiyet follow your 


buſints well-enough ? Why-then can yau nottake'the / 


fame heed of your ſouls + with as; little - trouble: or 
bindranre. i - | ys + 6:3 +BY 

5. "Fo keep you in this watchfulneſs, and guide you 
inanexatt circumſpet; walking , it will be execeding 
profitable for you, at ell 1:mes to retain your minds 
" &veryawful ſeriſe of the preſence of the moſtboly Gog. What- 
. ever yottare about , remember he-dbſerves you ,' and 
——_ all your paths, though you perceiye not him. 

herefore always order- and behave your ſelves as be- 
fore;huft. Speak your wordsas in his hearing; Spend your 
time, and. do all actions as itt his fight. You may eaſier 
run from under the heavens than out'of, his eye. And 
conſider; he do's not only. look! on you ,- but narrowly 
regard you... and concern himſelf. with you , being 
highly diſpleaſed when you runintoGn, and takes de- 
light in-your holy converſation. In -what ever company 
you are',. be not drawna way. by them in-a kind of fla- 
ſhy humour, as if the general looſneſs/and jollity did 


engage you to conformito them.,; but remember, God . 


is in the, mudſt of you , who never gives;/you adilpenſa- 
tion to be wicked , and; whom ut more. behoves'you 
To pleaſe ,,, than all the world beſide,,. though avoid 
alleaſnanng company as much as poſible.; | Ler 'this 
keep. you- from fear. or {hame', , when; you are, call'd 


to ſpeak againſt fin , or for.God and holneb, He's near 


that will juftifie you, yay zyay therefore; ſts, your face ars | 


Whgn you are alone 4 think nox Yau may ſin the 


inves hong, or Gal re you nedpes yen | 


Areſlestp,God, aſegſe of his nearneſs will much awaken 
-and affects yr , and is one of the beſt helps agamſt wan- 
dering.- thoughts that You, can have. -Beware of eyer 


being 
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"being ſo far fwallowed up with the noiſe and hurry of 


"4 bulineſles or pleaſures,as not to attend to him that ſtands 


ove? you. He that is preſent every where ſhould be 
'remembred at all times. to this purpole, P/al. x 39. 
'Such a powerful habitual ſenſe of a preſent God hodli 
gon wok into Your min ds, that you may walk as be- 

ore him , even when you do notaQtually think ofhim : 


as a Servant 18 all day doing that work which his Ma- 


Aber have bim, though he may not half that time 
thinking of him: So though it be needful that you 


; ſhould often aftually think of God, yet above all, ſee | 


thit you never.ſo forget him 7 as to do that which is 
diſpleaſing to him ; And, to conclude this, in any doubt- 
ful ation, let this be one rule that you -go by , nox 
todo. that, which whilſt you are about, you Fi nat 
boldly think of Gods preſence. _ . 

'6. The laſt thing 1 ſhall ſay to you for the carrying 
on of an holy life, to which you are bound by the Sa- 
crament, is, That you be much im ſertous meditation of the 
laſt things, Death, Judgment, and Etergity. The fre- 
quent and lively - thoughts of theſe will havea mighty - 
influence upon your whole coutſe.”T'o conſider your lat- 
ter end , is both, a diſcovery of, and the way to wiſdom. 
Live evggy day , as he that knows not wherher he hath. 
another day to live.” Think often , What if Thad but 
andther month or year to ſpend in the world , bow Firitl 
and bolily ſhould I then live that time * He careful ſhoul4 
Ibesf my thoughts, words , and ations? How thrifty 
of my time? How ſerious 6:14 affeicnate in all my approg- 
ches to(God? How ready and willing to do or receive good? 
Why let me now live after this exatt manger , ſince it may 
be T have not ſo much as 4 month or year to come? however, , 
very much. I am ſurg] have not , and my preparations, be 
they never ſo ſoon, Will not be of, Let others funeral. 
pat You in tnind of yours: and flatter not your ſelves with 

-, the - 
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tbe ho oblong life? uſe yotare yougg and 
=" Far ſee to. get yo!lt ſouls in. cb EY ( 
that a long life niay nor be ſo much the matter 
hopes, nor death the cauſgof on fears,, And rememn 

| yoſtarealwaysgoing on tot 
where you mult have; a eh 
greater concernment, than thoſe. 
Earthly Princes and Ju 
decided where you':muſk in or ihe for ever , 
tighelf joys; of the ſoreft | forments. 


dt 
aa dere 


then'nbw ro be getting: 2 cauſe: [1 33 
thelife youled hert in he &þ, Mans s ſcgtence p $-\\ 
The wicked muſt go into ever nent the 


righteous into life eternal, "The dwho ſe 
will judge you therzby Chriſt the redeemer. ink wh 
a life you ſhall wiſh you had led, when you : Come 
the,end of it , and muſt be Judged foru , and lead fuch 
an_ one now, When the ſagred baitgof linare elented, 
and you bave much ado to hold off thery , > "hen t 

what bitterneſs it will be in the end : ; Cornpare the haney, - 
wuh' the gill, the p reſent delight Which 1s 'vaniſht 1 1D 


+tmoment with the thing,” and pain, Which eiidiires e eters 


But 3bove all;let your thoughts be eyen ſteept] 4360 [Wwal- 
lowed up in the pleafant Onptepnpatiogs of th Born 
which. ſhall be .revealed"in, and beſtowed: ups I 
Lord Jeſus. Wheneyer you are ready to faint and 

ont , pemember the joy. that 1s ſer befope you. dhe 
rhat xemembraice cheer andrevive you. Conkd 
that gdodneſs i is , . Which God hath laid up andhummlelf't 
, them that fear bim', -yilt you. find yolir love enflay 


o 
- 


rhavghts, and earneſt longings after him. Only 

fl up all your time withſutable ans, andth | 

it _ pl i you to ſte. your days poltawayde | 
A 


+ 
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nally, and then judge and att like reaſonable cr&aturs \ ; 


rowards lum ; and let love put you upon More fre Jent” 4- 
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Always keepitor-your thoughts;thdt you are-umtagoiits 
ney t0-a glorious. Kingdom,” and he often{aying, now; 
 Famone day, ormgnth yor yearitearer than l was be- 
fore.*Strerch out thy ſelf with a longing look towards 
thy Fathers houſe, ſhortly 1 ſhall-be in the armeof my 
| dear Saviour, and ſhall be joyning with Saintsand Ant 
J g$olsiothe trivmphant prajſes of Jehayah andthe Lamb! 
And remember:rthis happineſs conſiſts chiefly, m' being! 
made perfeQly holy, and therefore Rere mult that grace 


4 Þbe-lown and grow up, thar ſhall thery be ripetodiints 
43 glory. And thenjore holy youare, the nearer to-Heaverſ? 
4 


will you get whilſt-you ſtay on earthy: and the meerer? 
for, it will you.be when you are taken offfrom-the eafthe 
Ever keep up fuch a ſenſe of the excellency of this future 
blefledaeſs , as may. blaſt all other things uiyourteſteeiry, = 
and deaden the terptationsthat care taken from pleam 
ſures,riches:and honotirs.. Oh-think how perfedHy pro 
vided for muſt he needs be-, who-ſhall have God ter» 
his-portion ! How. mad are-they that would loſetheltaft- 
hope of this happineſs for the whole-World? And+bey\ 
that look for ſuch great things ,- hat manner of per- 
ſons ought they to be in all holy conver ſation and godlineſs ? 
Oh ler nothing weary you, or turn you out of thi 
1 way. Holdouta while longer , and you ſhall be plac'd 
4  6ut of the reachrof all temprations\for eyer. Faſteniup- 
'} onniothing on'this file heaven with -any great delight 
or long ſtay: Burſtill tell your ſelves , it's time enough 
*o be happy whey God ſhall take you to himſelf, fo 
\ $$ he will but here vouchfafe you that converſe with him, 
* whereof we i this ſtate are capable. Let every thing" 
; 4 you meet with beas aſteptoward mount Sion, and raifs 
J You nearer” to heaven , and make you rhore 
deſirous of-it. And when you have been thus riteditate- 


ing and preparing , waiting and defiringa while, you 
kl affaredly ; ung I”. 
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Is hfid ,- that your labour was not in'van, 
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Wherefore i od nia 6s theſe make you ; 
Readfaſt , wimoweble, alwdics abvunding in your Lords 
work , *ull a lengrh. yolu ſhall be tran{hted into his * 


of: 

: "And thus1 bave diſpachi told direAions] ron "$ 
for the promoyflg of holineſs , which was the 

I had rodo, It now'-remains , thatweſet- our TE. 


folvedly bo ſincerely ro the practiſe of what "God hath 


revealed tg be one duty; which we do , we need not 
doubt of his affiltance and bleſſing? but por your 
ſeverance in well-dotng: ;to which we ne obligetour 
ſelves, muy, throuphour Medirztor , confidently ex- | 
pet his gracious acroprince god) HER Crown. » 


Now the Gol of 
eget 
wg i pep eli 


onr Lord Fiſns, that 

the ever 
good work ws or og wor pry you thur which »s 
raves ns way boom) oh Clip, cn whom k 
hegloyfe ever, ah ever? Ames, Heb. iy. 2.0, 21. 
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